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G
azetteJoelene Bell is a Registered and 

Accredited Veterinary Nurse at 
Murdoch University’s Veterinary 
Hospital. She loves animals, but this 
is only a part of why she decided to 
become a veterinary nurse. Growing 
up, Joelene watched her mum as a 
human nurse and appreciated what 
this role as a patient advocate meant 
to a whole community. A career in 
veterinary nursing means Joelene 
can utilise these qualities for both 
humans and animals. Joelene says, 
“Veterinary nursing is more than 
nursing sick or injured animals. 
It’s about being compassionate, 
empathetic and strong for both 
veterinary patients and their owners.”

“There is something special about 
working with animals, especially with 
very much loved family pets,” Joelene 
shares. You will often see Joelene 
enjoying some cuddle therapy in the 
cat ward in her lunch break, giving 
comfort to pets when owners can’t 
be there. When an animal is sick or 
has had an accident, they have no 
means of communicating how they 
feel or where they hurt. It is often 
the veterinary nurses’ responsibility 
to advocate on behalf of the owner 
and animal throughout their care. 

The Veterinary Nurses Council of 
Australia (VNCA) is a not-for-profit 
organisation that offers support, 
direction and representation for 
veterinary nurses, enhancing their 
career experience. They recently 
supported the seventh annual 

Joelene with a special furry friend, Brook.

Unsung heroes – veterinary nurses

Veterinary Nurse Day. The day aims 
to encourage those in the veterinary 
profession and wider community 
to recognise and celebrate the 
contributions that veterinary nurses 
make to veterinary health care teams 
and their patients. 

On choosing a career as a veterinary 
nurse, Joelene says, “I am a proud 
qualified and registered veterinary 
nurse by choice. I have a specialised 
set of skills and knowledge that 
set me apart from a veterinarian, 
but complement a whole team 
that has the purpose of caring 
for all animals.” Yvonne Markey 
RVN, VNCA’s President said in her 
message to nurses on Veterinary 
Nurse Day, “this day is to celebrate 
what you do, how you do it, and 
how much your patients and owners 
appreciate this.” Veterinary nurses 
at Murdoch University also have the 
added responsibility of being part of 
assisting final year veterinary students 
in learning how to work within a 
team, communicate effectively and 
how to delegate tasks. 

Joelene has helped many animals and 
owners since joining the veterinary 
emergency department in 2001. 
Joelene shares the story of Rosie, a 
blue heeler who was a long term, 
high dependent patient in the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at Murdoch 
University Veterinary Hospital. Rosie 
had a condition known as peritonitis 
which is an infection in the abdomen. 
Joelene still remembers Rosie in her 

bed looking at her from across the 
ward with her big dark brown cheeky 
eyes. Rosie had been a patient for 
three weeks and because her owner 
lived remotely and couldn’t be close 
to her throughout her stay, Joelene 
and Rosie had developed a special 
connection. Joelene would even visit 
Rosie on her days off for a cuddle 
and to deliver a new stuffed toy for 
her to snuggle up to. Throughout the 
good and bad days Joelene stayed 
in touch with Rosie’s owner, even 
putting the phone to Rosie’s ear so 
she could hear her distant owner’s 
voice. 

“One Thursday I arrived for an 
afternoon shift,” Joelene remembers. 
“I walked to ICU and saw Rosie on 
her side having trouble breathing. 
While the clinicians discussed 
treatment options, I sat with Rosie, 
her head in my lap whispering her 
name and stroking her velvet ears. 
There was no tail flick. Instead she 
gave me a look that will always stay 
with me. She was tired.” 

Rosie’s owner was contacted to 
discuss Rosie’s condition, and he 
asked if Joelene could stay with 
Rosie’s until he arrived so she would 
have a familiar and friendly face by 
her side. The was going to be an 
eight hour drive for Rosie’s owner to 
say goodbye to his best mate, and 
the longest and hardest shift Joelene 
had ever worked. Joelene was 
assigned as Rosie’s sole dedicated 
nurse. Three hours until Rosie’s 
owner was expected to arrive, Rosie’s 
condition deteriorated. While Rosie’s 
owner was called with the news, 
Joelene stayed with Rosie, quietly 
consoling her and saying goodbye.

“For the short time we have them in 
relation to human years, pets teach 
us such a beautiful lesson in love, 
life and sadly loss. As a veterinary 
nurse, it is a privilege to be a part of, 
and share these moments with the 
owners,” Nurse Joelene Bell, RVN.

If you would like to read more about 
Joelene and her special memories 
of her time with Rosie, please visit 
www.murdoch.edu.au/School-
of-Veterinary-and-Life-Sciences/
Veterinary-Trust/Keep-in-touch. Have 
your tissues ready!



As an animal lover, you never want to hear 
your pet needs surgery. Learning that your pet 
has an unidentified mass in its body can be 
particularly daunting. However, surgery can 
be the answer for pets of any age with a mass 
of any size. 

Charlie, a 13-year-old Labrador mix visited the 
Murdoch University Veterinary Hospital with 
a swollen abdomen that had progressively 
distended over six weeks. Other than this 
change, Charlie’s owner hadn’t noticed any 
difference in his appetite or activity. 

During the evaluation of Charlie’s condition a 
radiograph showed a large abdominal mass. 
While the location of the mass was unclear it 
appeared to be near his spleen or liver. This 
meant the mass could be neoplasia (cancer), 
a benign (non-cancerous) enlargement of 
the organ, or a hematoma (large blood clot). 
Because the abdominal cavity can enlarge very 
easily to accommodate internal changes (eg. 
pregnancy), masses that grow fairly slowly are 
sometimes not recognised by owners until they 
are quite large. 

Surgical excision of the mass was the treatment 
of choice. The remainder of Charlie’s health 
checked out well; his heart, lungs and blood 
work were normal for his age and there 
was no reason that Charlie should not have 
surgery. Charlie underwent abdominal surgery 
during which the large mass was determined 
to be contained to the spleen. The decision 
was made to remove the organ as dogs can 
live comfortably without a spleen with no ill 
effects. The main function of the spleen is to 
store blood, make red blood cells and remove 
old blood cells. These roles can be carried 
out in other parts of the body if the spleen is 
removed. 

Charlie’s surgeons used a special vessel sealing 
device to facilitate rapid and secure ligation of 
the blood supply. They could then concentrate 
on the removal of the mass. The mass was 
so large and firm it could not come out of a 
“stem to stern” incision. The surgeons had 
to make a second incision down the side of 
Charlie’s body to allow it to be removed. 

The mass was removed and before it was 
submitted to the pathologists, was weighed 
in at 8.5kg. Charlie’s surgeon, Dr Giselle 
Hosgood says, “The mass was one of the 
heaviest I’ve ever removed. The good news 
was the pathologists reported it to be a 
hematoma. A great prognosis for Charlie.”

Following surgery, Charlie recovered quickly, 
and now has an “8.5kg lighter” spring to his 
step. 

While it can be daunting to hear your pet 
has a large mass, large masses are not always 
cancerous and just because it is large, doesn’t 
mean it can’t be removed. In cases like 
Charlie, surgery can help with a quick and 
complete recovery. 

Size doesn’t matter!

A retired Western 
Australian farmer has 
bequeathed nearly 
$1 million to fund 
research at Murdoch 
University. Mr Robert 
Keith Hammond, 
affectionately known 
as Bob, passed away 
in January 2012 at 
the age of 75.

“This is the largest 
single bequest the University has received, and 
is a fine example of how one person’s gift can 
make a real difference to so many people,” said 
Vice Chancellor Professor Richard Higgott.

The funds will be used to support research into 
mutually advantageous or mutually exploitative 
relationships between humans and other species 
of animal.

Born into a farming family, Mr Hammond 
spent his youth in regional Western Australia, 
going to school in Beacon, Bencubbin, 
Esperance and Mount Helena before finishing 
his education at the Narrogin School of 
Agriculture. At the age of 18, he was granted 
a licence to agist sheep on crown land, later 
establishing his own farm north-west of Beacon. 
In his later years, Mr Hammond enjoyed a quiet 
life in the Perth suburb of Guildford.

During his lifetime, Mr Hammond contributed 
nearly $350,000 for a number of ‘studentships’ 
to fund research projects undertaken by 
students. Murdoch University researcher Dr 
Hugh Finn received one of these studentships 
during his PhD studies. The funds were used 
to investigate the conservation biology of 
bottlenose dolphins in Perth metropolitan 
waters. In his 2005 thesis, Dr Finn expressed 
special thanks to Bob Hammond ‘for his 
generous support and interest in the research.’

In addition to being generous with his money, 
Mr Hammond was also generous with his time, 
volunteering for a number of historical and 
environmental groups. 

Mr Hammond’s generous bequest will be used 
to establish the Robert Hammond Scholarship 
and the Robert Hammond Research Grant. 

To learn more about leaving a gift to Murdoch 
University in your will, visit http://goto.
murdoch.edu.au/Bequests or call Kristin 
Mannix, Development and Planned Giving 
Officer, on (08) 9360 7294. 

Bequest to 
research human 
and animal 
relationships

Robert Hammond

Charlie, happy and on the road to recovery

A radiograph of Charlie’s mass



Conservation medicine is an increasingly 
popular field of science for both 
undergraduate and postgraduate veterinary 
students at Murdoch University, attracting 
applicants from around the globe.  This 
emerging discipline combines veterinary 
science, conservation biology and public 
health, rather than concentrating on individual 
animals.

The program at Murdoch University’s School 
of Veterinary and Life Sciences offers students 
a variety of experiences and opportunities.   
All undergraduate veterinary students 
gain experience in the area of wildlife and 
conservation medicine as part of their Bachelor 
of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery.   Areas of 
study include avian and exotic pet medicine, 
clinical care and triage of wildlife patients and 
veterinary involvement in wildlife conservation 
projects. Fifth year students are trained in 
collaboration with staff from the Perth Zoo 
Veterinary Department in a purpose-built 
teaching facility based at Perth Zoo. A large 
number of final year veterinary students are 
interested in the discipline with approximately 
thirty per cent of fifth year students choosing 
to enter the Advanced Topics in Wildlife, 
Zoological and Conservation Medicine 
streaming unit.  This unit gives interested 
students the opportunity to undertake a twelve 
week focused study to develop practical 
skills, theoretical knowledge and professional 
competence in wildlife, zoological or 
conservation medicine. 

Third, fourth and fifth year veterinary students 
look forward to the very popular international 

field trips to South Africa and New Zealand 
to gain hands-on experience with the wildlife 
and learn about conservation issues of these 
countries.  One group of students has recently 
returned from their trip to a game ranch in 
the Mpumalanga province of South Africa.  
During their time in South Africa, students 
assisted in anaesthetising a rhinoceros, 
removing an ulcerated mass from a zebra, 
testing buffalos for tuberculosis, and relocating 
impalas, zebras and porcupines to safe reserve 
areas.  The students also learned about the 
complexities of rhino conservation, a species 
increasingly threatened by poachers.  Rhino 
horn can fetch up to $60,000 per kilogram 
and is used in oriental medicine.  Even 
though modern science has proved there 
are no therapeutic benefits, cultural practice 
still drives demand.  Dr Kris Warren from 
Murdoch’s Conservation Medicine program 
said, “This was an eye-opening experience 
for the students, who learned that conserving 
these animals isn’t as easy as it seems.  With 
over 800 rhinos already killed by poachers 
in South Africa this year, it’s an urgent issue 
requiring urgent action.”

The growing popularity of the field of 
conservation medicine progresses past 
undergraduate teaching into the research of 
postgraduate students, residency programs 
in Perth and New Zealand, and opportunities 
for veterinarians to undertake postgraduate 
coursework programs by distance education.  
Current and recent local and international 
research undertaken by staff and students in 
the Conservation Medicine Program includes 
projects on river dolphins, western ringtail 

possums and common brushtail possums, 
kakariki parakeets, platypus, woylies, Asian 
elephants, loggerhead sea turtles, humpback 
whales, estuarine dolphin populations, 
mountain gorillas and black cockatoos.  

The John Howell Zoo and Wildlife Medicine 
Residency Program is a collaborative initiative 
between the School of Veterinary and Life 
Sciences and Veterinary Trust at Murdoch 
University and Perth Zoo.  This three year full 
time residency program is based primarily 
at Perth Zoo and directed at experienced 
veterinarians who wish to pursue postgraduate 
training in the fields of zoo and wildlife 
medicine.  Dr Anna Le Souëf, a Murdoch 
University graduate, completed her three year 
residency at Perth Zoo in 2009.  Her residency 
included working as a clinical veterinarian at 
Perth Zoo and starting a PhD investigating 
aspects of the veterinary treatment and 
rehabilitation of endangered Western 
Australian black cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus 
spp.).   Dr Le Souëf is now involved in a 
collaborative research study by Murdoch 
University on the health status and population 
demographics of free-living endangered black 
cockatoos in Western Australia.  “This work is 
very exciting as presently we know very little 
about the disease status and baseline health 
data of these beautiful but threatened birds,” 
says Dr Le Souëf. 

If you would like more information on 
what is happening in the Conservation 
Medicine Program at Murdoch University, 
please visit http://goto.murdoch.edu.au/
ConservationMedicine

Conservation medicine

Students assisting with a rhino anaesthetic procedure Researchers in the Conservation Medicine Program are 
studying the health and demographics of endangered 

Carnaby’s cockatoos
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Gifts to the Murdoch University Veterinary 
Trust will improve the health and welfare of 

animals, today and in the future... 
Your donation can fund the next research breakthrough, prepare new 
veterinarians to deliver world-class care and provide equipment and expertise 
for the most difficult veterinary cases.

100% of every dollar given goes to key priorities in the School and you can 
earmark your donation for a project that is important to you.

Please help us help animals.

Name .............................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone ............................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................

My donation amount ($) ..................................................................

I’d like my donation to go to (area of greatest need or other): ..............

.......................................................................................................

I’d like more information on:

 Leaving a gift in my will  Regular committed giving

We would love to be able to send you relevant information or articles on 
your animals of interest from time to time. Please send this coupon back in 
the reply paid envelope with any of the following boxes ticked: 

 Cats  Dogs  Horses  Production Animals 

 Other...........................................................................................

 Visa  Master Card

Cardholder's Name ..........................................................................

Signature ........................................................................................

Card Expiry Date   /   

Credit Card                 CVC   

Will you help

Will you help?
Each year, with thanks to our many donors 
and supporters, the Murdoch University Vet 
Trust helps to improve the way animals can 
be treated and cared for. We do this in many 
ways, such as purchasing new equipment, 
improving our education programs and 
investing in research. 

We would love to do more, and with 
supporters like you, we can; with the right 
equipment, facilities, research or expertise. 
With your support, we are one step closer 
to funding the next research breakthrough, 
preparing new veterinarians to care for the 
many different kinds of animals they may see 
in their careers, and providing the equipment 
and expertise that could save the life of an 
animal. Perhaps even your beloved pet. 

Donations to the Murdoch 
University Veterinary Trust
There are various areas the Vet Trust can 
direct your gift to. When you choose for your 
gift to go towards the area of greatest need, 
your gift will be directed towards a project or 
piece of equipment that is essential right now. 
If you prefer your gift to go towards a specific 
area, the Caring for Pets fund or equipment 
and facilities for instance, we will ensure your 
gift is utilised for that purpose. 

Regular committed giving
Regular giving is another way to provide 
support for larger projects, expensive life-
saving equipment or important new research. 
By making a regular direct deposit to the 
Murdoch University Veterinary Trust you can 

make a big difference to the future veterinary 
treatment of pets. 

A bequest in your Will
Leaving a gift to the Vet Trust in your 
Will is a powerful gift and your legacy to 
animals, ensuring future generations of pets 
will receive the highest quality treatment. 
Your gift of any size will help Murdoch 
play a critical role in advancing the health 
and welfare of animals through research, 
education and veterinary care. 

Your gift, in any form and of any size, will 
get us one step closer to making a difference. 
Please use the enclosed donation coupon if 
would like to make a tax deductible donation 
or to request any further information. 

Thank you!


