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Earlier this year he travelled from his home 
in Perth to Hamilton, New Zealand for 
life changing surgery. But Ruffus’ claim to 
fame isn’t his frequent flyer miles, and the 
life being changed isn’t his own but those 
of Murdoch University vet students. He’s 
a training mannequin used to develop 
the skills of wave after wave of budding 
veterinarians.

Ruffus is a much loved and frequently used 
part of Murdoch University’s Clinical Skills 
Centre. A unique facility that allows students 
to develop the hands-on skills they will need 
for their future careers without handling a 
live animal. Following years of trusty service, 
Ruffus needed to be retrofitted so that he 
could help students develop their diagnostic 
and handling skills. 

Considerably more expensive than any 
domestic breed, it was only through the 
generosity of donors that Murdoch was able 
to both acquire Ruffus and send him overseas 
for the desired enhancements. When he first 
arrived at the Centre his primary role was 
as a mannequin to practice advanced limb 
bandaging techniques. Now, he’s been fitted 
with a brand new heart and lungs, complete 
with sound effects by a New Zealand 
company called MW Design LTD.

Safely back in the Centre, he is the perfect 
subject to train students to locate different 
anatomical locations, listen for specific heart 
and lung sounds, identify heart murmurs and 
recognize lung abnormalities. Students are 
able to access the Centre and Ruffus outside 
of classes together with their class mates, 
something Martina Mosing, Senior Lecturer 
Veterinary Anesthesia, says is key to self-
directed learning.

“Students are encouraged to come into the 
Centre and practice their skills by themselves 
and in a pair,” she said.

“We find that it really enhances the student’s 
learning experience, especially having 
that peer review element so students can 
bounce ideas around. The student uptake has 
been incredible and Ruffus is an extremely 
beneficial tool for their learning.”

The Clinical Skills Centre allows students to 
practice skills vital to their future careers 
in a low pressure “relaxed” environment. 
Students are able to experience the 
diagnostic process, listen for heart and lung 
problems in Ruffus, and prepare themselves 
for a surgical situation without the added 
pressure of worrying about distressed animals 
and owners. 

Adelyn Putrivana, a fourth year Veterinary 
student, said the Centre has been 
exceptionally useful to her overall learning.

“We didn’t have the Centre last year 
when we had our assessments and so I 
had to practice at home and pretend that 
everything was there,” she said.

“It’s such a great opportunity to be able 
to access this place and have the facilities 
available to us before we go into our 
assessments.”

Vet students Adelyn Putrivana and Cheryl Gui Li Tan examine Ruffus with the help of  
Murdoch Senior Lecturer Martina Mosing. Photo: Michael Sampson



Professor Peter Irwin completed his tenure as 
Principal at the end of 2018 and remains an 
invaluable figure within Murdoch University’s 
landscape with roles within the Small Animal 
Medicine team and Vector and Waterborne 
Pathogens Research Group. 

I wish to thank Peter for his dedicated 
service, wise leadership and unwavering 
commitment to Murdoch’s veterinary 
community; he has left big shoes to fill.  

Thanks to the wonderful support of our 
donors, the start of the year saw the 
commencement of a number of research 
projects and important equipment 
purchased. 

Donors to the Caring for Pets Program 
contributed to two new small animal 
research projects that will help to inform 
improved canine health outcomes, and 
Mrs Margaret Harrison’s generous legacy 
is supporting research involving parvovirus 
vaccinations and the creation of monitoring 
belts for small animals that deliver non-
invasive imaging of lung function.  

Our woolly friends were not forgotten with 
the start of research into the effect of height 
of winter cereal crop on lamb survival.

From the 
Principal

I’m delighted to have 
this opportunity to 
introduce myself to 
you as the Interim 
Principal of the School 
of Veterinary Medicine.
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Slice of 
farm life
Every year Pam and 
Jim McGregor open up 
their Angus stud farm 
for Murdoch veterinary 
students to acquire 
invaluable, practical 
experience in the handling 
of large animals. 
Over the last 11 years, 44 students have 
stayed and worked at the Ardcairnie Angus 
Stud located just outside Kojonup, WA.

The students visit as part of the Extramural 
Farm Experience Scheme (EFE) which is run 
by Murdoch for their Veterinary and Animal 
Science students. The students gain hands-on 
experience in all aspects of handling cattle. 
The workload includes measuring weight, 
pregnancy testing, artificial insemination 
and calving. 

Ardcairnie runs a breeding operation and 
currently has 380 stud and commercial cows 
and heifers, produces bulls for the herd and 
for an annual on-farm bull sale. They first 
began working with Murdoch back in 2008.

Without the generosity of our donors, this 
important work would not have commenced; 
we remain grateful for their support.

In May I had the pleasure of hosting a 
reception for our veterinary alumni at the 
AVA Conference; the evening proved to be a 
wonderful chance to catch up with old class 
mates and make new friends. Thank you to 
everyone who attended and I look forward to 
meeting up with you again. 

As an alumnus of Murdoch I always enjoy 
catching up with my contemporaries, so 
if you are planning a reunion with your 
classmates and we can be of help, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch  
vetfund@murdoch.edu.au.

We are looking for feedback from our 
alumni around our graduates and the skills 
you believe they require as a brand new 
graduate. If you would like to participate 
in this process (survey and focus group), 
the School is keen to hear from you! Please 
contact me (PrincipalCVM@murdoch.edu.au) 
if you are interested in being a part of this 
activity - we welcome and value your input.

Associate Professor Cristy Secombe 
Interim Principal 
School of Veterinary Medicine

“Farming friends already in the scheme 
suggested we might like to participate and 
we began with one student who stayed 
during calving season in 2008. We very 
much enjoyed the experience and have had 
two students every year since,” said Pam.

Students usually visit for two weeks and also 
get an opportunity to work closely with local 
vets from nearby Kojonup and Katanning.

“The experience really helps the students 
decide if they want to work with large or 
small animals, or both,” said Pam.

One particular student enjoyed the 
experience so much she returned for a 
second visit and ended up inviting Pam and 
Jim to her wedding later that year!

Every year Pam and Jim get an opportunity 
to see their fruits of their labour by attending 
Murdoch’s Registration Day where the final 
year Veterinary students graduate. Noticing 
an absence of bovine awards, the couple 
decided to establish the Ardcairnie Angus 
Bovine Award which is given to the student 
with the best academic achievement in 
bovine health and management and the 
production animal component of clinical 
rotations. Pam outlined how rewarding the 
experience has been.

“It was lovely to meet the first two recipients 
– both young women passionate about 
cattle. We have subsequently had letters from 
both of them, grateful that their hard work 
had brought an unexpected dividend.”

A Murdoch Vet Student on placement at Ardcairnie farm. Photo: Pam McGregor



Veterinary 
Alumni 

Reception
Murdoch University’s School of Veterinary 
Medicine hosted an Alumni reception as 
part of the Australian Veterinary Conference 
held in Perth in May. Held at the Metro Bar 
and Bistro in the city, veterinary alumni from 
the last 20 years gathered to discuss the 
conference and reminisce about their time at 
the School of Veterinary Medicine. Offering a 
fantastic networking opportunity, the reunion 
is set to become a staple on Murdoch’s 
annual alumni calendar.

To see the full photo gallery from the evening go to 
www.flickr.com/photos/30132358@ 
N02/albums/72157704993114092
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Philanthropic gift honours client
When Toodyay vet Dr 
Heather Barret heard news 
of her practice’s longtime 
client Jenny Ferguson’s 
passing late last year she 
wanted to do something to 
both remember her by and 
keep her legacy going.
To honour her memory, Heather, from 
Toodyay’s Heartlands Veterinary Hospital, 
decided to donate to a cause that was 
close to Jenny’s heart – stray cat control. 
She reached out to Murdoch University for 
information about current research studies 
involving stray cats. One study stood out 
among the rest as it was a project Jenny 
would have really loved.

Heather says that the donation, made up of 
personal contributions from herself, other staff 
members and the practice owner, was a great 
way to remember someone special.

“Jenny was an amazing lady, always incredibly 
positive and gracious,” she said.

“When Jenny passed away we looked around 
for a while to try to find something that 
would help continue the work that she was 
passionate about - improving the welfare 
of stray and unwanted cats.  We hope that 
our donation towards research at Murdoch 
will contribute to Jenny’s mission to help all 
unwanted cats.”

Murdoch’s Professor Trish Fleming has 
dedicated her work to wildlife conservation 
and welfare, studying everything from snakes, 
to crickets and now stray cats. Her most 
recent paper investigates the ethical issues of 
the proposed trap-neuter-release strategy for 
stray cat management. 

She has a further two studies currently 
underway, one of which benefitted from 
Heather’s philanthropic gift. The study 
focuses on the diets of stray cats and the 
parasites they carry. The gift has enabled the 

acquisition of new laboratory equipment used 
for the study which will help conservationists 
understand the role cats play in disease 
transmission, leading to better control of 
diseases overall.

Professor Fleming is extremely grateful to 
Heather and donors like her for the support 
they provide to many research programs 
at Murdoch.

“Our work has not been funded and so any 
help we receive from donors is very much 
welcomed and deeply appreciated,” she said.

Gifts to the Murdoch University Veterinary Program will improve the health and welfare of animals,  
today and in the future... 

Your donation can fund the next research breakthrough, prepare new 
veterinarians to deliver world-class care and provide equipment and 
expertise for the most difficult veterinary cases.

100% of every dollar given goes to key priorities in the School.

Please help us help animals.

Name .............................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone ............................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................

My donation amount ($) ................................................................

I’d like more information on:

 Leaving a gift in my will  Regular committed giving

Payment method:

 Visa  Master Card

Cardholder's Name .......................................................................

Signature ......................................................................................

Card Expiry Date   /   

Credit Card                 

Give online at: www.murdoch.edu.au/donateonline

Come check out the School of 
Veterinary Medicine during this 
year’s Open Day. You’ll be able 
to tour The Animal Hospital 
and farm, meet some of our 
farm animals, and learn how to 
take care of Murdoch’s cutest 
resident, the Quenda!

murdoch.edu.au/openday


