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Initial Review of Alleged Academic Misconduct in Coursework Units 

Cases of alleged academic misconduct in coursework units should be lodged on the Student Online Misconduct System (SOMS). Types of academic 

misconduct include cheating, plagiarism, submission of same (or substantially the same) assessment, failure to comply, collusion, purloining, ghostwriting, 

and fabricating. All types of academic misconduct allegations, except for some plagiarism cases, are considered ‘major’. 

 

The following framework provides a guide to determine the seriousness and subsequent management of alleged plagiarism cases. 

Consider all factors in the framework below. If all factors fall under the ‘minor’ category, triage the case as minor and take the appropriate action/s. Student 

experience may be the only factor that places some students in the ‘major’ category. If you feel that the case should still be managed as ‘minor’, consult 

with your academic lead. All other cases where factors fall within the ‘major’ category should be actioned as a ‘major’ allegation on SOMS.  
 

How serious is the alleged plagiarism? 

 Minor 
Is likely due to a lack of academic skills. 

 
Action/s:  
Educative feedback and appropriate adjustment in 
the assessment marking to reflect the lack of 
academic skills. 
 
Lodge as a ‘minor’ misconduct in the Student Online 
Misconduct System, providing text matching 
evidence to support the allegation – the student will 
be sent a caution email which is addressed from the 
unit coordinator. 
 

Major 
Is likely intentional and should be investigated for 

alleged academic misconduct. 
 
Actions:  
Report the allegation through the Student Online 
Misconduct System, providing text matching evidence to 
support the allegation. 
 

Student’s level of experience 
Student in their 1st year of studies at Murdoch 
University (or first two teaching periods) or 
equivalent study load. 

 

Student in 3rd or subsequent teaching period at Murdoch 
University or equivalent study load. 

OR 
Student’s level of experience is such that they would be 
expected to fully understand and comply with the 
conventions of academic writing e.g. have previously 
completed a postgraduate coursework degree. 
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Previous proven academic 
misconduct allegation 
This can be checked with the 
Student Integrity Services team: 
studentintegrity@murdoch.edu.au 
 

 
No record of previous proven alleged academic 
misconduct 

 
One or more previous proven academic misconduct cases 

Likely cause of the alleged 
plagiarism 

Inadvertent plagiarism due to lack of understanding 
of referencing and/or academic skills  

Deliberate plagiarism and student’s level of experience is 
not a factor 

Examples 

Passages of text not adequately paraphrased. 
 
Insufficient citations. 
 
Internet material not appropriately referenced. 

Substantial portions of text plagiarised within a single piece 
of work. 
 
Plagiarised text not referenced at all, referenced incorrectly 
or fictional reference provided.  
 
The use of text spinning software is evident (synonyms that 
make no sense in a passage of text) as a means of 
paraphrasing. 
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