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Outback calling
The Australian desert, where once only a 
few dared venture, is becoming a popular 
tourist attraction with many Murdoch 
alumni also hitting the great outdoors. 
Les Everett explores the final frontier for 
the modern-day pioneer.

Over the past few years Murdoch University 
has moved to secure its future as an 
institution of acknowledged high teaching 
quality and world class research. A key 
component in helping us achieve this goal 
is the expansion and reinvigoration of our 
facilities.

The allocation of $19.5 million in the Federal 
Budget for the establishment of the Institute 
for Immunology and Infectious Diseases is 
an outstanding achievement for Murdoch. 
This facility will house research and clinical 
teams focused on health and life sciences and 
enhance our ability to deliver leading edge 
medical research.

The second stage of our Peel Campus is now 
complete, providing state-of-the-art facilities 
for nursing teaching. It will be formally 
opened by the Minister for Education, Science 
and Training later this year. The Minister 
also opened our Learning Common in early 
July. This is part of a major redevelopment 
of the University Library and an important 
component, together with the new Tavern 
adjacent to the Sports Centre, in the re-
establishment of Bush Court as the heart of 
Murdoch University.

The passion of our staff, students and alumni 
for research and learning is personified in 
our Discoverers Welcome brand. The strategic 
enhancement of our facilities will help 
Murdoch University to retain this inherent 
character while strengthening its ability to 
compete nationally and internationally. 

I encourage you to visit the campus to 
discover for yourself the evolving face of 
Murdoch University.

Professor John Yovich AM 
Vice Chancellor
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Welcome to your new-
look Intouch magazine, 
designed to reflect Murdoch 
University’s new brand 
Discoverers Welcome.

The branding echoes the 
University’s mission as a place 
where free thinking is welcomed 
and encouraged; a university 
that takes a genuine interest in its 

students and their success.

When you find a moment, visit our new-look 
website at www.murdoch.edu.au to find how our 
world-class researchers are discovering ways to 
make the world a better place. We also have the 
latest news and events and you’re always welcome 
to enquire about our latest range of graduate and 
postgraduate courses.

Second Semester is proving to be an exciting and 
busy time for the Alumni, Careers and Employment 
team.

With a series of rolling career workshops ranging 
from Your CV and You, Selection Criteria, Interview 
Techniques and the deal on Cover Letters, it’s the 
perfect time to fine-tune your resume and overcome 
any job hunting fears you might be harbouring. 

We’ve also booked in a constant stream of employer 
visits and group workshops aimed at targeted student 
groups. 

Find out more about these events on CareerConnect 
( http://careerconnect.murdoch.edu.au ). 

Combined with the fun of our ‘Discover your Fortune’ 
at Murdoch University’s Open Day in August and the 
planning for next year’s Careers Fair (1 April – mark 
it in your diary now!) we have something on offer 
for everyone.

On the alumni side we have been busy in all corners 
of the globe hosting alumni functions and seminars, 
some of which you can read about in this edition of 
Intouch. These events are proving hugely popular 
with many of our alumni relishing the opportunity to 
catch up with old classmates. 

Murdoch alumni are incredibly successful and 
dynamic and find these events a fantastic chance to 
make new business and industry contacts. 

So if you can, do come along to the next function we 
hold in your neighbourhood and see for yourself how 
stimulating and useful these opportunities are.  

Vanessa Fernandez-Kennedy 
Manager – Alumni, Careers and Employment
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I graduated from Murdoch in 
2000 with a degree in Politics and 
Communication Studies, and within 
weeks was employed as a Research 
Officer with the Western Australian 
Legislative Assembly Committee Office.  
I have no doubt my experience doing 
the Parliamentary Internship at Murdoch 
helped to get my foot in the door at 
Parliament.

I am currently employed as the 
Sergeant-at-Arms in the Legislative 
Assembly. The role dates back to the 
late 14th century when a Sergeant-
at-Arms was appointed from King 
Richard II’s personal bodyguard to 
protect the Speaker of the House 

Keeping a close 
eye on Parliament

of Commons. I have a number 
of ceremonial duties, including 
announcing the Speaker into the 
Chamber at the commencement of 
each sitting day and, as the constable 
of the House, I am responsible 
to the Speaker for control of the 
Chamber precincts, including the 
public gallery.  Aside from these 
duties I conduct procedural research 
and am responsible for a range of 
other administrative functions.

Outside of work I have a relatively 
quiet life, consisting largely of eating 
and drinking with good friends and 
enjoying living close to the beach 
in Freo.  

Politics and Communications alumna Liz 
Kerr is carrying out a seven-centuries old 
tradition as the Sergeant-at-Arms in Western 
Australia’s Parliament.

On guard: Liz Kerr ensures the WA Legislative Assembly runs smoothly. Photo: Brian RichardsQ:  of all the universities in Australia, which 
one has the three biggest US TV networks 
(ABC, CBS and NBC) chosen to discover 
new breakthroughs in interactive television?

A: Murdoch University. Discoverers Welcome.
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When Anna George decided she needed a change in 
her life she didn’t expect her new career would take 
her to the heights of international diplomatic circles.

But the Murdoch economics graduate has managed to turn 
a degree she started relatively late in her life into a ticket to 
travel the world as a top level diplomat.

After graduating in 1988 and beginning her career with 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in her 40s, 
Ms George rose through the system to the position of 
Ambassador to Croatia – and a first Australian Ambassador to 
have graduated from Murdoch University.

“I needed a change of focus and at the time Murdoch was 
new, providing new opportunities and seemed to have a user 
friendly, interdisciplinary approach,” Ms George said.

Her success in leading international negotiations took her 
all over the world, including Geneva, New York, Montreal, 
Helsinki, Paris, Rome, Tunisia, Turkey and Jordan.

Ms George has also spent time at diplomatic posts in Vienna 
and The Hague.

One of the highlights was helping to negotiate the framework 
for the chemical weapons convention.

“(Negotiating) is like a slow game of chess,” Ms George said.

“You have to be able to drag the debate in a way that will 
provide the outcomes on a daily basis because you can’t 
necessarily touch base with your capital to check things so 
you have to be aware of your briefs and the parameters 
you’ve been set.”

Her efforts were rewarded with a three-year posting as 
Ambassador to Croatia in 2003. It proved an amazing 
experience.

“It was a very interesting time of transformation in Croatia 
– never boring,” she said.

“And everyone seemed to have a cousin or an aunt in 
Australia.”

But despite the warmth of the people, living in the war-torn 
country proved challenging.

Ambassador’s journey 
began at Murdoch

“When you go outside Zagreb and you see burnt out houses 
– lots of them, it’s shocking – you realise that political 
leadership is paramount in any society to maintaining the 
peace,” Ms George said.

“About a fifth of the population were intermarried so this was 
not a country that had ethnic tensions that were inevitably 
going to break out. This was bad leadership, it was corrupt 
leadership and that’s how they got to that situation.

“So the lesson from being in a place like Croatia is that 
leadership is all-important.”

Recently retired, Ms George – now an adjunct social sciences 
and humanities professor – is looking forward to giving 
something back to the University where her journey began.

“I’ve gone the full circle,” she laughs.

“I’d be happy to help students at strategic points, to share 
my experiences with them and to help them prepare for the 
selection process for a career with Foreign Affairs.”

Adrian Kwintowski

The former Ambassador to 
Croatia has come full circle, 
returning to Murdoch to share 
her experiences with students.

Top level: Anna George with Croation President  Stjepan Mesic.



Intouch �  

Connecting

One of Murdoch’s oldest alumni, 84-year-
old Peter Safarty, says it’s crucial elderly 
people continue to challenge their mind 
in retirement.

Dr Safarty has completed a thesis at Murdoch 
University on the life of Jacob Bronowski, a 
Polish mathematician who studied science 
and the arts in the pursuit of educational 
excellence.

“Older people don’t think of themselves 
capable of intellectual ability,” Dr Safarty said.

“But you need to exercise and expand your 
mind by engaging in research, thinking and 
writing.

“I encourage people no matter how old they 
are to go to university.”

Henri and Karen Chew, graduates from 
Murdoch University School of Law, are a 
romantic success story.

They met while studying Law and shared 
a common dream of starting up their 
own practice.

“We weren’t brilliant academically but we 
were both diligent,” Mrs Chew said.

After they graduated in 2002 and 2003, they 
completed their articles and then both started 
working for the same legal firm.

“In the medium-sized firm we worked at, 
we were able to gain experience not just in 
a wide range of legal areas but also in the 
actual running of the firm,” Mrs Chew said.

ACE night in
Murdoch alumni were back on campus recently for a 
popular career seminar hosted by the Alumni, Careers and 
Employment Centre (ACE).

More than 100 former students attended the Selling You 
seminar, presented by renowned recruitment consultant 
Martin Darke.  

The night featured advice on resume writing, addressing 
selection criteria and handling job interviews.

“From the reactions on the night to the overwhelmingly 
positive responses received in our feedback surveys, it was 
obvious the evening was considered a valuable experience 
and one we will be repeating in the future,” ACE Manager 
Vanessa Fernandez-Kennedy said.

Catching up with alumni
A seminar in Melbourne, provocatively titled Why Busy 
People Die Young by well-known Murdoch academic 
Dr Peter Dingle, was eagerly received by the attendees.

Dr Dingle spoke, among other things, on the role of 
environment, diet, lifestyle and stress in our busy lives and 
expanded on his theories for preserving health and well-
being in today’s fast-paced world.

The Melbourne evening, on 20 August, featured a wonderful 
exhibition by Peter Callas, a well known international artist of 
video, computer animation and digital prints. 

Our second function, an afternoon event on Sunday, 
5 August, took place in the lovely Mosman Art Gallery 
and Community Centre in Sydney featuring a wonderful 
exhibition from local Sydney contemporary artist Tabitha 
O’Rourke and the opportunity to sample some wonderful 
wines from Western Australia’s south-west. 

Big turnout for Careers Fair
The 2007 Careers Fair held at Murdoch University’s South 
Street campus was the biggest ever hosted by the Alumni, 
Careers and Employment Centre (ACE).

One hundred employers, from a diverse range of industries 
and sectors attended, almost a 50 per cent increase on last 
year’s numbers.

Students were proactive in approaching the stalls and 
employers gave extremely positive feedback, saying the fair 
facilities and support from ACE staff was exceptional.

Calling all Kulbardi 
graduates from yesteryear
The Kulbardi Aboriginal Centre at Murdoch University is 
developing and designing a Kulbardi Alumni, which will 
record past Indigenous students all the way back to 1975.  

It is the intention to bring as many Indigenous graduates 
together as possible to acknowledge them at an official 
function at the start of 2008 and celebrate a journey of 
Indigenous educational success.

A booklet will be developed that honours all students and 
their achievements from yesteryear to now.  

If you are interested in sharing your journey and 
experience please contact the Kulbardi Aboriginal Centre 
on +61 8 9360 6468 or kulbardi @murdoch.edu.au

Practice 
makes 
perfect

In November 2006 with a young daughter 
and new baby boy they took the plunge 
and set up their own law firm, Success Legal 
in Bateman.

“We do mainly commercial work, but also a 
lot of inheritance/probate, estate planning, 
settlements, some litigation and a few criminal 
files thrown in as well,” Mrs Chew said.

Although the couple found setting up 
the business stressful they have not looked 
back and find the work and life balance  
very rewarding.

Discoverers welcome 
– no matter what age

Intouch �  

Peter Safarty: It‘s never too late to expand your mind.

Happy family: Henri and Karen Chew with their children.
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The team at Alumni, Careers and Employment 
(ACE) are glowing about the launch of their 
Centre’s new publication, Plug-In.

The guide empowers Murdoch University 
students and alumni to manage their careers 
and future employment opportunities.  

Edited by the former Executive Director of 
Graduate Careers Council of Australia, Roger 
Bartley, Plug-In shows students and graduates of 
our University how to clarify their career plans 
and relate their competencies to the requirements 
of employers and career choices. Contributions 
from Murdoch graduates who are successfully 
employed in their respective fields of study 
demonstrate how they have benefited from the 
assistance of the services and advice they received 
from ACE as well as giving tips from their own 
strategies for success. 

There are even articles with invaluable advice for 
postgraduate and mature-age students, as well as 
for those contemplating mid-career changes. 

Film maker and Murdoch University 
graduate Mark Parish was given the 
chance of a lifetime when selected to 
work on the set of acclaimed director Baz 
Luhrmann’s next feature film, Australia.

Mr Parish was one of 60 emerging filmmakers 
who applied through ScreenWest to work 
as an attachment on the film, which stars 
Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman.

Japan alumni
A meeting with 15 Chiropractic program graduates took 
place in Kurashiki, Japan in April under the sponsorship of 
Alumni, Careers and Employment. 

Graduates were happy to have an opportunity to catch up.

Two graduates came to Kurashiki overnight especially to 
attend this meeting. A complementary alumni bag from the 
ACE centre for each graduate was also highly appreciated.  

There is no formal structure for Japan Alumni at the moment. 

A few members volunteer their time and they want to form 
a more active Japan alumni chapter including graduates 
not only from School of Chiropractic but all other Murdoch 
graduates in Japan. 

To assist, information on alumni regulations were translated 
into Japanese and bilingual membership application forms 
were sent to Japan. 

It’s the Ritz
Murdoch Alumni, Careers & Employment is proud to offer all 
alumni an exciting hospitality offer through The Ritz Carlton 
in Kuala Lumpur and the Marco Polo Hong Kong Hotel.

As a valued member of Murdoch University alumni you 
can now access corporate rates at both these stylish 
establishments simply by mentioning your association with us.

And it doesn’t matter if you are travelling for business or 
pleasure. So next time you need a place to rest and relax in 
Kuala Lumpur or Hong Kong take advantage of this special 
offer courtesy of Murdoch University.

Check out Marco Polo Hong Kong Hotel: 
http://hongkonghotel.marcopolohotels.com/ 
or 
The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur: 
http://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/Properties/KualaLumpur

For details, contact ACE email: alumni@murdoch.edu.au or 
telephone +61 8 9360 6668.

Great chapters include how to identify your 
own skills and attributes in relation to making 
appropriate career choices, creating authentic 
and dynamic CVs, mastering interviews and 
enhancing your employment outcomes.

There are many career publications available 
on the market but none as finely tuned to the 
needs and profiles of the Murdoch University 
student and graduate community as Plug-In.

This is an entertaining, informative 
compilation of graduate success stories, astute 
advice from career professionals in the field 
and answers to frequently asked questions.

The publication was funded through a special 
employment initiatives grant from the Vice 
Chancellor, Professor John Yovich, and is now 
available free to our students and graduates.

Your copy can be obtained from ACE or 
you can email any enquiries you have to 
careers@murdoch.edu.au

“In my many years working in the Western 
Australian Film and TV industry, this 
would have to have been one of the most 
exciting and challenging opportunities 
I’ve been offered,” Mr Parish said.

He travelled to the Kununurra film set where 
he worked in the camera department as 
an attachment assisting the film crew.

Learning from the best

Plugged-in at Murdoch
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Read all about it: Plug-In editor Roger Bartley with ACE staff.

From campus to Cannes
For most, the opportunity to have a film in competition at 
Cannes Film Festival, widely considered the world’s most 
prestigious film festival, is only a dream.

For Media Studies graduate, Derrick Lui, it’s a reality.

Derrick graduated from Murdoch University in 2000 and 
has started his own production company Vogue Films 
based in Singapore.

His short film Colours was selected by the Singapore 
Film Commission as one of its entries in the 2007 Cannes 
Film Festival. It has also been selected for screening in 
Cambofest, Cambodia and has been selected to compete 
in the Salento International Film Festival, Italy and Rhode 
Island Film Festival in the US.

Mr Lui said Colours was a contemporary fairytale about 
our never-ending pursuit of things that we don’t already 
own to the extent that we achieve more than what we 
really need, losing ourselves in the midst.

“A colour-blind girl chances upon a magical pair of 
glasses that show her more colours than she ever 
imagined, but she learns that to attain true happiness, 
one needs to sacrifice some things to strike a good 
balance in life,” Mr Lui said.



Intouch �  

It’s only been a matter 
of years since scientists 
have been able to map 
out the entire human 
genome. Yet since that 
time, advances in the 
area of genetic-based 
medicine have been so 
significant, some are 
barely comprehendible, 
writes Kristen Watts.

Health

Discovering 
the future 
of medicine
Intouch �  
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If you turned back the clock 20 or 30 
years, the idea of being able to analyse 
a person’s genetic make up and specially 
tailor a medicine to suit their needs 
would have been at home in the pages 
of a sci-fi novel.

But these days, genetic-based medicine is 
becoming a reality and scientists at Murdoch 
University are leading the way.

Professor Simon Mallal, a clinical 
immunologist and Director of Murdoch’s 
Centre for Clinical Immunology and 
Biomedical Statistics, was part of a team that 
discovered a gene indicator for HIV patients 
who would suffer serious complications from 
the use of an antibiotic commonly used to 
treat the disease.

Discovery of the genetic link meant a test 
could be developed to predict which patients 
were likely to have the adverse reaction so 
another treatment could be offered.

Professor Mallal said the drug was extremely 
efficient in treating the disease but its use 
had been limited dramatically by the risks 
associated with the adverse reaction.

“Five to eight per cent of all people who go 
on this drug will become ill and that could 
lead to death,” he said. “So understandably, 
there has been some reluctance to use it 
extensively.”

But now the test can be applied and serious 
complications avoided.

Professor Mallal said treatment of HIV positive 
and AIDS patients had come a long way since 
he first started working in the area about 20 
years ago.

“Before 1996 most patients died, after that 
it became a chronic, manageable disease, 
especially for patients who are able to have 
the HIV recognised early and get on to 
treatment,” he said.

After the anti-HIV drug Abacavir was 
discovered, its use was restricted because of 
the possibility of a violent reaction.

“We had Abacavir but what had been holding 
us back was the hypersensitivity but this new 
test changes all that and it basically creates a 
new drug out of an old drug.”

Professor Mallal said his wife, Murdoch 
University Professor Elizabeth Phillips, had 
been involved in a study looking at whether 
the genetic test could be used for people of 
non-Caucasian decent.

He said genetic differences between races 
would always make it difficult for certain 
treatments and tests to be applied across the 
board, but in this case it looked as though the 
barriers did not apply.

Significantly, the discovery represents the first 
time doctors have been able to genetically 

screen a patient to predict their reaction to a 
drug, paving the way for similar options in 
the future.

“We are living in an era where the human 
genome has only just been sequenced,” he 
said.

“Now we are doing re-sequencing which 
means we are trying to find out what 
particular parts are responsible for different 
areas of the body and how those parts 
respond to different things like therapy.

“You read in the paper all the time that some 
new genetic association has been made and 
why it represents a big leap forward but 
now we are actually taking that promise to a 
reality.”

Professor Mallal said the path to success was 
littered with difficulties and the need for 
purpose-built infrastructure.

“For success to occur, all the support pillars 
have to be present, if one is missing you 
wouldn’t get success. By doing it once, we 
have shown that it can be done and we have 
made discoveries that will be helpful in doing 
it again,” he said.

“If you like, we have set the recipe for how 
this should be done in the future.”

He said there were other boutique 
applications of genetic testing for diseases 
which were much less prevalent than HIV.

In the not too distant future, the research 
could help lead to discoveries that could be 
applied to more common diseases and could 
also lead to predictions of how a patient 
would respond to a drug.

The same technology has also promised 
to offer insight into the best dosage to 
administer to an individual.

Intouch �  

Murdoch alumni in New York hub
Murdoch biomedicine alumnus Craig 
Pace is helping lead the international 
race to find a vaccination for HIV 
AIDS from New York.

Dr Pace, who commenced at 
Murdoch’s Centre for Clinical 
Immunology and Biomedical Statistics 
as an undergraduate student and 
then went on to complete his honours 
and PhD, is one of only two scientists 
to win a post doctoral fellowship at 
the prestigious Aaron Diamond AIDS 
Research Centre in New York.

Dr Pace has developed his skills under 
the leadership of Professor Simon 
Mallal.

While in the US, he is being 
supervised by Dr David Ho a leading 
researcher into AIDS who developed 
the successful three drug combination 
therapy to treat AIDS patients. The 
treatment has lead to a dramatic 
decline in the number of deaths from 
AIDS.

“I’m excited about working with Dr 
Ho and working in New York, it’s a 
great city,” Dr Pace said.

He has been investigating the fat 
wasting caused by HIV drug therapy, 
hyper mutation in HIV and the genetic 
differences in genes that metabolise 
some of the drugs used to treat HIV. 

continued page 10
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“There are countless conceivable applications 
but it takes thousands of candidates for 
only one or two to survive all the hurdles,” 
Professor Mallal said.

“There is an idea that in the future everything 
will be predictable with gene interpretation 
but the translation to application is much 
harder than the initial association.

“I am much more optimistic now that these 
applications will be possible because we 
have the recipe and we know how to take the 
translation through to application.”

Professor Mallal said the investment in 
research such as the discovery of the HIV 
treatment vaccine, was hugely beneficial for 
the Australian community beyond its medical 
significance.

“We do a lot of work with Microsoft when we 
are trying to find something like an effective 
HIV vaccine and there are a lot of problems 
we have to solve on the way,” he said.

“And the amazing thing is that a lot of those 
tools that we discover and use along the way 
have application outside medicine or biology. 

“It doesn’t really matter what you are 
studying, if you have good people working 
together on a problem, you will generate 
technology and ideas and tools that will have 
benefits across society. 

“The bottom line is any good research and 
development is worth doing and part of the 
reason we do it so well in Australia is that 
we are blessed with so many talented and 
altruistic people who are passionate and 
willing to work on those problems.”

The future is bright for genetically-based 
medicine. Already, many experts are 
predicting it is only a matter of time before 
tests will be available to accurately predict 
whether patients will respond to treatments 
for diseases such as breast and other cancers, 
a range of congenital illnesses and a host of 
less devastating health problems.

The University is set to build a world-class 
medical research facility on the South 
Street campus later this year, following a 
$19.5 million Federal Budget allocation.

Murdoch University Vice Chancellor John 
Yovich welcomed the funding, which will be 
put towards the construction of the dedicated 
research facility to be known as the Institute 
for Immunology and Infectious Diseases (IIID).

The Institute will host research centres 
focused on health and life sciences, including 
Professor Simon Mallal and his team from 
the Centre for Clinical Immunology and 
Biomedical Statistics. 

Health

Building a world class institute

Professor Mallal has been internationally 
acclaimed for making several key advances in 
HIV research.

He said the Institute would enable his team 
of more than 40 to undertake leading edge 
research.

The purpose built research centre will include 
laboratories, clinical rooms and state-of-the-art 
equipment. 

The total operating and construction budget 
of the Institute – scheduled to be completed 
next year – is expected to be more than 
$64 million over the next five years. Murdoch 
University is undertaking a major capital 
fundraising campaign towards the project.

Murdoch University’s Office of 
Development faces the biggest challenge 
in the life of the University – to raise $10 
million to help establish the Institute of 
Immunology and Infectious Diseases.

Over the next 12 months the active part of the 
campaign will occur and we’ll have a number 
of volunteer committees working to encourage 
the support of people and companies for the 
establishment of the Institute. 

The University’s website will also be updated 
to include information on the campaign and 
the work of the campaign volunteers. 

We’ll also be contacting our alumni to invite 
support for an Australian first community 
involvement program that will give everyone 
associated with the University an opportunity 
to support the campaign. 

There will also be specific opportunities for 
alumni and other University groups to meet 
Professor Simon Mallal and hear about the 
inspiring work of his team and their goals for 
the future.

Campaigns like this also play an important 
role in the growth of the University as an 
institution and as a part of the community. 

This campaign will help to grow Murdoch’s 
national and international reputation in the 
fields of health and medical research and 
assist in attracting high quality staff and 
students to the University. 

It will also increase the strength of 
relationships that Murdoch has with the wider 
community including alumni, government at 
all levels and the business community. All of 
these things increase the value of a Murdoch 
qualification for past and future graduates. 

As the campaign progresses, you’ll hear more 
about our successes and activities and we hope 
that you’ll join us in taking on this challenge. 
In the meantime, don’t hesitate to call or email 
us to give us your suggestions or to ask for 
more information about the Institute.

Vicky Dodds 
Director of Development 
+61 8 9360 7594 
v.dodds@murdoch.edu.au

Supporting a 
great cause

continued from page 9
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As trade between China and Australia continues to increase, the 
School of Law has identified a need for Australian lawyers and 
business people to familiarise themselves with the Chinese legal 
system and business climate.

Dean of Law, Professor Gabriël Moens, said the new Postgraduate Certificate 
in Chinese Law will take four weeks to complete and will run during January 
and February next year.

“The course which will be taught at Zhengzhou University in the People’s 
Republic of China gives students the chance to immerse themselves in an 
authentic Chinese environment and develop international contacts in a 
rapidly expanding global business environment,” Professor Moens said.

“The course has been designed to enhance the career opportunities of 
recent law graduates, established members of the legal profession and 
members of the business community.”

The course, which will be taught by Professors of Zhengzhou University 
School of Law, will cover Introduction to the Chinese Legal System; Chinese 
Contract and Commercial Law and International Intellectual Property Law.

To be eligible to enrol, participants must have relevant experience within 
the legal profession or have completed any undergraduate degree. The 
Prospective Students and Admissions Centre can be contacted on 
+61 8 9360 6538 for advice on enrolling.

Murdoch University’s eastern corner will undergo a 
transformation with the arrival of the State Government 
Department of Agriculture and Food WA on the South 
Street Campus.

The state government has allocated $183 million to co-locate the 
Department’s metropolitan research, policy and administration 
services and new biosecurity facilities with the Murdoch University 
Veterinary School and the Western Australian Biotechnology Centre 
at Murdoch University.

The relocation and the establishment of the new Western Australia 
Biosecurity Centre are expected to be completed by 2011.

Murdoch University Vice Chancellor John Yovich said the 
University’s strong record in agricultural and veterinary research 
was one of the major drivers of the collaboration and would 
open unprecedented opportunity for research, innovation and 
collaboration in the agricultural and biotechnology sector.

“The relocation of the department to the South Street campus 
will build on our existing strengths in agricultural and veterinary 
biotechnology and the capacity of the WA State Agricultural 
Biotechnology Centre,” Professor Yovich said. 

“We look forward to welcoming the 800 staff onto the South Street 
campus.”

Environmental Science Head of School Nick Costa has helped 
coordinate the planning for infrastructure and the integration 
between DAFWA and Murdoch University staff.

Murdoch leads 
state’s research

Making law and business links with China

Murdoch news

Did you know that Alumni members of Murdoch University can 
join the Guild Health and Fitness Centre for $9.00 a week?  

That’s a huge 25% discount.

Alumni 
members can 

stay fit for less.

Alumni special offer:

• Ezypay monthly 
membership $36.50 
(normally $48.00)

And benefits include:

• ongoing fitness appraisals

• structured programs 
tailored to your needs

• access to all fitness classes

• continuous training and 
nutritional evaluations

FREE towel and drink bottle 
with every Ezypay monthly 
membership.

Guild Health and Fitness Centre 
Telephone: 9360 2318

www.murdoch.edu.au
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Climate change is a hot topic across the globe. 
 Murdoch University has a proud history of environmental research 
and Les Everett asked three of our leading experts how individuals 

should respond. We also spoke to Murdoch alumni who revealed that 
climate change has become a very personal issue.

Intouch ��  

Environment

– how our 
scientists 
and alumni 
are fighting 
global warming

Applying 
the heat
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THE work of Al Gore, particularly 
through his Oscar winning film An 
Inconvenient Truth, along with the 
UK Stern Report into the state of 
the environment have led to greatly 
heightened awareness of climate 
change over the past year.

The media has come on board, featuring 
stories, interviews and debates on global 
warming and its impact on people’s lives.

But Murdoch University’s work in this area 
predates the recent surge in interest.

The University’s Research and Development 
Director Tim Morrison said the development 
of knowledge in areas such as climate change, 
sustainability and renewable energy has always 
been vital at Murdoch. 

Intouch ��  

Professor David Harries
(Director, Research Institute for Sustainable Energy)

A large proportion of greenhouse gas 
emission comes from individuals through 
cars and housing consumption. So if we all 
changed our behaviour and use patterns there 
can be significant change.

Some years ago I was involved in a research 
project in Brunswick, Victoria that looked at 
ways householders could reduce electricity 
and gas use. 

First we looked at simple low cost things like 
turning off lights, not putting too much water 
in the kettle and turning thermostats a degree 
or two lower.

Then we stepped up to buying fridges and 
washers with a low energy rating, installing 
low flow shower systems, putting in pelmets 
around curtains and sealing cracks in doors 
and windows.

We also looked at higher cost and more 
inconvenient measures such as cutting back 
on energy use in personal transport by using 
LPG vehicles, public transport, walking or 
cycling; installing solar hot water systems and 
better insulation in houses and signing up for 
green power.

Professor Phillip Jennings
(Professor of Energy Studies)

We can take action in our own lives to work 
out our own greenhouse impact and address 
major areas of greenhouse gas generation 
through making lifestyle changes. There are a 
number of appropriate alterations people can 
make like installing solar hot water systems 
if possible, using energy efficient appliances, 
choosing fuel efficient vehicles and making 
greater use of public transport.

It’s also important for us all to raise our 
awareness. We can discuss the issues with 
family and friends and become involved in a 
group working to encourage others to make 
the changes themselves. 

I think it’s vital if people are making a strong 
stand on climate change issues that they start 
with themselves. They must make changes 
themselves and assess the feasibility of what 
they’ve done rather than just telling others to 
do things.

Professor Peter Newman
(Director, Institute of Sustainability and Technology Policy)

My key contribution is to push the carbon 
neutral idea for households, businesses, 
government agencies, universities and 
even nations. 

I spoke about this recently in a Murdoch public 
lecture that attracted 500 people. We are 
advising groups on how to go carbon neutral 
which incorporates three steps: REDUCE 
energy by an audit of your activities and your 
buildings and see how lifestyle and technology 
changes can help; RENEW your power by 
adopting renewables either by adding them 
to your roof or buying Green Power from 
your electricity supplier; and REGEN the 
landscape by purchasing carbon credits for 
anything else left in your carbon emissions 
that can be neutralised through planting trees, 
especially through biodiversity plantings with 
organisations such as Greening Australia or 
Men of the Trees.

renewable energy education (Professor 
Phil Jennings); energy economy (Professor 
David Harries); innovation in sustainable 
technologies (Associate Professor Dora 
Marinova); optimising sustainability of 
resources (Dr Stewart Dallas); environmental 
solutions (Professor Stephen Halls) and 
many more.

But the solution to turning back the effects of 
climate change lie surprisingly close to home.

While Murdoch’s researchers are leading 
major international and national projects, they 
say the solution to global warming starts with 
the individual.

Additional reporting Kate Bartlett

Sustainability was at the strategic core of the 
University’s operations. 

“It’s a value supported in all of our actions and 
has been a part of Murdoch’s role for 30 years, 
since our inception,” he said.

“We are one of the only universities to have 
such a strong offering in energy studies.

“Our broad range has developed in such a way 
that attention to sustainability is imbued in all 
that we do and is articulated by everyone at 
Murdoch.”

Work is being carried out in a whole range 
of related areas including ecosystem 
management, repair and design led by 
Professor Richard Hobbs; global warming 
modelling (Professor Tom Lyons); sustainable 
planning of cities (Professor Peter Newman); 

What our scientists think



Intouch ��  Intouch ��  

David Boadle
(Environmental Science, 2003)

My main concern is the market economy 
fuelling growth at any cost with little regard 
for the environmental implications. 

The big companies often fund political 
parties so that political decisions go their way, 
allowing the companies to discharge more 
greenhouse gas.

The main measure our family has taken 
to tackle climate change is to educate our 
children, aged six, eight and 11, to turn lights 
and power off when not in use and to recycle. 

We live in the country and must travel 
distance to town and work. But we now drive 
slower which saves fuel (driving 20kmh slower 
to Perth and back on a 900km trip saves 
about 20 litres of fuel). We are considering 
photovoltaic cogeneration to save electricity 
but the cost of photovoltaics is high, even 
with a rebate.

Neil Gomersall
(Economics, 2000)

Unfortunately, gas emissions are only part of 
the problem as the whole human footprint is 
really what needs to be addressed. When you 
factor in the scope of the global economic 
booms resulting from the industrialisation of 
North America in the 1800s and Japan post 
WWII, which lasted between 20 and 35 years, 
then the industrialisation of India and China 
has some rather foreboding consequences in 
store.

Most family friends and colleagues I know 
(30 to 40-year-olds with families, white collar 
workers) are taking steps to reduce their 
footprints. Most are recycling and looking 
to hybrid vehicles and shunning excessive 
packaging by buying bulk.

The vast majority are electricity and water 
conscious with almost all wanting grey water 
systems. Similarly, most have, or plan to have, 
solar hot water systems and some are even 
installing electricity cells to contribute back 
into the grid. 

Being in the house extension demographic, 
I am aware that a great emphasis is being 
placed on efficiency on house extension. 
Generally the motivator is a reduction of 
energy use for climatic rather then monetary 
reasons.

However, insufficient council support, slow-to-
adjust legislature and lack of faith in recycling 
are obstacles to cleaner life.
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Brett Hofman
(Commerce, 2000)

It’s not the impact of climate change on my 
world that concerns me, rather the world of 
my children and their children.

Conflicting opinions on the root causes of 
climate change aside, I believe everyone 
should make an effort to reduce our footprint 
on the earth.

I have switched to Tru Energy’s Go green 
package, where for about an additional $33 
a year, Tru Energy will purchase an amount 
equal to my apartment’s electricity from 
renewable energy sources. The downside of 
this green package is that it doesn’t actually 
reduce the amount of energy I use.

Sometimes I feel carbon trading is merely 
allowing us to feel good about ourselves 
while we continue with business as usual.

Anne Parker
(English and Literature, Diploma of Education, 1996 

and 2001)

I get as much wear out of everything as 
possible, recycle and grow my own fruit 
and vegies. I also buy products locally or in 
Australia and use little detergent. I have an 
eco septic system.

Amanda Broome
(Environmental Science, 2004)

My family has taken to planting trees at our 
106-acre property, putting back the jarrah 
that was once there.

We also try to support as many environmental 
protection and conservation foundations as 
possible.

However, being carbon neutral can be quite 
time-consuming, and often it is my own 
laziness that lets me down (like not bothering 
to switch things off at the power outlet.

What our alumni think

Environment

James Crow
(Environmental Technology, 2001)

Future generations have a right to a 
world that has not been impacted by 
anthropogenic climate change.

I’ve reduced my water use and take shorter 
showers, plant natives in the garden, use 
public transport, cycle to work and use other 
initiatives.
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Tara Sharp
(International Business, 2003)

I saw dramatic changes in the climate while 
living in both Perth and now in California.

We are having solar panels installed for our 
home, apple orchard, vineyard site, garden 
and swimming pool. 

We changed the chemical cleaning process 
for our swimming pool and we now use a 
non-toxic salt solution. We use all biodynamic 
and natural remedies for our apple orchard, 
vineyard site and home garden. 

On a personal front, we are trying to eat 
organic foods, when possible. And perhaps 
more importantly, we are trying to eat foods 
that are produced locally. Local foods are 
usually fresher, have a lower carbon footprint, 
and are often less expensive.

We are also making small changes – fewer 
airplane flights, fewer car drives, keeping 
the air conditioning to a minimum, recycling 
everything possible, switching our regular 
light bulbs for the new fluorescent bulbs and 
others.

I really think that is only the tip of the iceberg 
and we need to be much more thoughtful 
about each of our actions going forward.

Intouch ��  

Key definitions
Global warming
The gradual increase in global temperature due 
to changes in the atmosphere, mainly as a result 
of human activities. It is evident in air and ocean 
temperature changes, through the melting of 
snow and ice and rising sea levels.

Carbon trading
Companies, which produce pollutants, can buy 
and sell carbon credits and trade their emissions 
against one another to minimise impact on the 
environment. It is increasingly seen as the most 
acceptable way to achieve an overall reduction in 
emission levels.

Renewable energy
This is energy which comes from regenerative 
sources such as the sun and wind. It provides 
alternative power sources to the traditional (and 
climate polluting) fuels such as coal and oil.

By the numbers
In his paper A Carbon Neutral Country Professor 
Peter Newman provided this information from 
Carbon Neutral, an organisation set up by Men of 
the Trees.

One tonne of carbon dioxide is offset by 
approximately five trees grown over 30 years, The 
average Australian is responsible for 18 tonnes of 
domestic carbon dioxide emissions per year and 
it costs $13 per tonne to offset the emissions with 
tree planting.

Colin Bettles
(Theatre and Drama, 2001)

Climate change makes it harder for farmers 
to plan what they are doing when they are 
subject to climate change, especially dramatic 
shifts in rainfall. 

Annabelle Newbury
(Graduate Diploma Asian Studies, 1998)

I’m very concerned about climate change – 
for myself and my children. The consequences 
are likely to be devastating.

I try to educate people in the community, 
have a smaller car and live close to work. I 
also audit my gas and water usage to identify 
‘guzzlers’.

Having family and friends living abroad 
makes it hard to see everyone on the one trip 
(to minimise emissions while travelling).

What our alumni think
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One big family

When you’re nine years old living in the 
suburbs, the humble family home is as 
big as the world gets.

At that age the simple things, like a walk 
in the park or a game of soccer with the 
neighbours’ kids in their front yard, can make 
for the most cherished memories in later 
years.

It’s why Murdoch alumna Jo-Ann Whalley 
(English 2003) loves getting out and about 
with her two children, aged nine and 13 in 
her close-knit community near Fremantle.

The old suburb, full of parks, gardens and 
numerous shops within walking distance, 
instantly appealed to Ms Whalley as a great 
place to bring up her children.

“The area is very child friendly. My children 
spend a lot of time outdoors and are very 
active,” she said.

“We walk our dog in the local area and are 
on friendly terms with the neighbours.

“I was involved in the local precinct for a 
while when the children were younger and 
was very active in a community group that 
worked with the local council to improve our 
local park.”

Promoting healthy communities in which 
children can grow and thrive is something 
Murdoch University’s Peel Health Campus 
Nursing Chair Professor Anne McMurray has 
dedicated her life to.

Professor McMurray’s research team at 

Murdoch University has been given almost 
$500,000 from the Australian Research 
Council to begin the first stage of research 
which aims to prove beyond any doubt that 
communities have a big impact on child 
development.

According to Professor McMurray, health 
knowledge has gradually evolved from an 
emphasis on medical technology and medical 
advances as key contributors to improving the 
quality of life.

What is now recognised is that the major 
improvements in people’s health are due to 
social, environmental and economic changes: 
smaller family sizes, better nutrition, a 
healthier physical environment and a greater 
emphasis on preventive care.

Lifestyle

Families are vital to good child development but now scientists say 
a return to close-knit communities could be just what the doctor 

ordered, as Wendy Prior reports.
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“Another feature of current thinking on 
health lies in research evidence showing 
that health gains in the population over the 
past two centuries owe more to changes in 
broad economic and social conditions than to 
medical advances,” Professor McMurray said.

The ongoing nature versus nurture debate 
– that is how much of a child’s development 
is attributable to their genes or their 
upbringings – will always rage.

Professor McMurray said while genes and 
parenting were obviously very significant 
factors, a person’s interaction with their 
community also needed to be taken into 
account.

“There are some people who think that 
a child’s biology has the lion’s share of 
influence but really the way a community 
can help parents and help shape the life 
of the child by offering them exposure to 

healthy lifestyles, children’s festivals, health 
and social services and recreational facilities is 
important,” Professor McMurray said.

“Community in general is really important in 
child health. For example, it is easier to be 
physically fit in a place that is designed well 
for recreation.”

Jo Edmondston (Biotechnology 1990) said 
since the birth of her children her family has 
joined several community groups.

“We and the children have benefited greatly 
from these groups,” Ms Edmondston said.

“The children are social and active and have 
many friends in the community.”

Another example of how community can 
impact on a child is the economic and social 
shift towards fly-in, fly-out workforces – a 
trend that is accelerating as Western Australia 
enjoys its biggest resources boom in 40 years.

Murdoch University researchers are about 
to embark on a world-first health study 
that will track thousands of children from 
the rapidly-growing Peel region from 
womb to adolescence.

The research team, headed by Professor 
McMurray, will soon be seeking 2000 
families in the region to take part in the 
proposed study which is aimed at building 
better communities for children.

Funding from the Australian Research Council 
and other parties of more than $1 million will 
allow the researchers to track newborn babies 
for the first four years of life.

Extra funding will then be sought to track the 
children for 15 years to give health experts an 
unparalleled insight into child development.
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In the Peel region, where Professor McMurray 
teaches and will conduct the Peel Partnerships 
study, there is a large number of fly-in, fly-out 
workers and they will be closely analysed to 
see what impact that has on the family unit.

“The emphasis on community is that people 
are actually more able to parent appropriately 
if they have community support as a safety 
net,” she said.

“Communities are dynamic entities that 
pulsate with the actions and interactions 
of people, the spaces they inhabit and the 
resources they use.

“Community health is a product of people 
interacting with their environments.”

It is this interaction that will be the focus of 
the study which Professor McMurray and her 
team will soon get underway.

Thousands of 
families can’t 
be wrong

Researchers from around the world including 
Canada, the US and the United Kingdom, are 
taking a keen interest in the Murdoch study 
and hope to use the results to compare with 
findings about their own communities.

“The study will not only provide insight into 
Western Australian families but give us the 

opportunity to paint a global picture about 
the interaction between community and child 
development,” Professor McMurray said.

It is also an exciting time for Murdoch 
nursing students who will have the 
opportunity to be at the coalface of this 
groundbreaking study.

Big project: Anne McMurray is looking for insight into family life.
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IT’S dangerous and unwelcoming but 
there’s something about the Australian 
outback that draws in visitors, many of 
whom return again and again in their 
four-wheel-drive vehicles.

Murdoch University’s Head of Tourism, 
Associate Professor Jim Macbeth has been 
studying the increasing attraction of the 
outback for many years and began stage one 
of his latest project by seeking to find just 
who the people who head to the desert were.

Along with researcher Yamini Narayanan 
– who is working on a PhD in Sustainable 
Development – Professor Macbeth surveyed 
4WD shows and clubs but soon came to the 
conclusion that repeat travellers don’t go to 
4WD shows. They don’t need to.

“I wanted to conduct some in-depth 
qualitative research into experienced desert 
4WD travellers,” Professor Macbeth said.

Word-of-mouth contacts led the researchers 
to some experienced 4WD travellers and 
the network soon grew and uncovered what 
Professor Macbeth called a sub-culture of 
really committed desert travellers. 

Most of those interviewed by Ms Narayanan 
were happy couples who had been returning 
to the desert for at least 15 years and had no 
plans to stop.

“They work as teams, they feed off one 
another and they love to share their 
experiences,” Ms Narayanan said. 

“It seemed to me that they don’t just want to 
go to the desert, they need to go. The desert 
keeps calling them back.”

Most of the travellers expressed a wish to 
continue their desert adventures for as long as 
they were able. They weren’t the types to take 
overseas holidays or relaxing jaunts to coastal 
tourist spots.

Outback 
calling

Environment

In fact, such is the commitment of many of 
the 4WD travellers the researchers liken their 
activities to pilgrimages. There was, for most 
travellers, a deeply spiritual aspect to their 
journeys into the outback with the concept 
of ‘finding oneself’ even an important part of 
commercial outback tours. 

Technology has also become very important 
for those who venture to the outback. 

“There is a great challenge in mastering the 
4WD so that it will do what they want it to 
do and allow them to feel safe in an unsafe 
environment,” Professor Macbeth said.

Technology that helps with communication, 
tracking, storing food, heating and washing 
vary in importance among travellers with 
some actively shunning anything that’s too 
high-tech.

As outback tourism grows in popularity, with 
increasing numbers of retirees and their 

Intouch ��  

continued page 20
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ANDREA PAVANI from Verona, Italy, took a 4WD tour to 
outback WA and the NT in 2005. He returned in 2007 with 
his wife and did it again.

“It is a hard task to describe the feeling you get in the Australian 
desert. The presence of nature is felt strongly, you feel like a very 
small and insignificant guest and you understand that in the desert 
the rules are written by nature.

What is impressive above all else is the absence of noise. The hush is 
such that it almost seems artificial.

Nights in the desert are beautiful – in the sleeping bag, under stars, 
with the Milky Way that seems carved in marble and the stars so 
near. The heat of the earth is felt and you feel protected. The sleep 
is a heavy and deep one and the dreams are many and real.

One feels a very strong spiritual presence because of the deep 
contact with nature. I think this is the secret and the reason I want to 
return to the desert – the truly important thing is being in harmony 
with nature.”

Hooked 
on the outback

The vast Australian outback is a largely 
uninhabited place on the edge of a constantly 
shrinking world. But the desert where once 
only a few dared venture is becoming a 
popular tourist attraction. Les Everett explores 
the final frontier for the modern-day pioneer.
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Fully funded research scholarships 
for 2008 are available at Murdoch 
University for international 
students.

With research centres that are 
respected internationally, Murdoch 
University is giving you the chance 
to study once again, but this time 
for free. In fact, we’ll pay you.

This is an outstanding opportunity 
for international students to 
complete a Master of Philosophy 
(MPhil) or PhD at one of Australia’s 
leading research universities. 

Murdoch is a member of 
Innovative Research Universities 
Australia (IRUA). 

You’ll find a strong commitment to 
innovation and an inter-disciplinary 
focus, supported by outstanding 
academic supervision.

Successful applicants receive a fully 
funded scholarship plus stipend. 

For more information contact 
Murdoch International on  
+61 3 9627 4809 or go to  
International students at 
www.murdoch.edu.au

Apply now for a 
research scholarship

www.murdoch.edu.au

caravans also a feature, the researchers 
are interested in examining the 
footprint travellers are making on the 
rugged yet fragile environments.

“There seemed to be a deep love of the 
desert among the people I interviewed 
and they were aware of environmental 
issues,” Ms Narayanan said. 

While some participants acknowledged 
they’d seen evidence of damaging 
behaviour, such as careless driving, 
graffiti and waste, they felt experienced 
4WD travellers showed care for the 
environment. 

The researchers believe there is much 
to be learned from what 4WD travellers 
feel and value about their outback 
excursions in terms of planning for a 
sustainable tourism product.

The key to the future will be to find 
ways to ensure people can continue to 
seek out the mysteries of the outback 
while protecting what it is that attracts 
them.

Moving 
with the 
desert

Former Murdoch sociology student Jen 
Sheridan is an experienced 4WD traveller.

“I think the greatest attractions are the quiet, the 
colours of the landscape and the landscape itself. 

When you’re in the outback you’re living in the 
present – when you’re walking it’s one foot at a 
time, if you’re paddling it’s one stroke at a time, if 
you’re climbing it’s one step at a time.

In our busy lives we’re always thinking about 
what we need to do and what we haven’t done 
and that’s why the outback is so invigorating. 
Often just a short time away leaves you so much 
more rested.

I can understand how some people find this 
kind of travelling to be a spiritual experience. For 
example, the local people call the area around 
the Chichester Ranges near Roebourne Healing 
Country and it does have an awe and beauty 
about it. You can imagine the earth heating and 
cooling there over thousands of years. 

Having the right vehicle and knowing how to use 
it is very important. You need skill, you need to 
be cautious and you need to be patient enough 
to do things like checking out roads before you 
drive over them. You need a certain amount of 
expertise to travel to remote places and careful 
planning will ensure you know what you need 
and don’t need to take with you in terms of gear, 
clothing and equipment.

Outback travel provides a simplicity that makes a 
nice contrast to our modern everyday lives and I 
think that’s why people go.“Jen Sheriden‘s son Oscar gets close to nature.

continued from page 18
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Many accomplished writers will tell you 
most stories have probably already been 
written. Unfortunately, it’s not exactly the 
sort of message budding creative writing 
students, eager to wow the world with 
their imagination, want to hear.

But the 150 students choosing to take up 
fiction writing at Murdoch University this 
semester alone are in particularly good hands 
with creative writing lecturer and multi-award 
winning author Simone Lazaroo.

“We try to teach them to write in fresh ways 
and using language as originally as possible,” 
Ms Lazaroo says.

The Fremantle local has been teaching at 
Murdoch for the past three years and has just 
collected the Premier’s Literary Award for 
fiction with her latest novel The Travel Writer.

It’s the third such high-profile honour for 
Ms Lazaroo – her previous novels The World 
Waiting To Be Made and The Australian 
Fiancé have also been recognised by WA’s 
most prestigious book prize in addition to 
other awards, including an international 
recognition, a radio broadcast and film 
adaptation.

Ms Lazaroo’s writing has been noticed not 
just in Australia but as far away as New York.

Renowned American academic and literary 
critic, Professor Susan Strehle, describes Ms 
Lazaroo as “one of our best living writers”.

She has even written a book in part devoted 
to the Murdoch creative writing lecturer’s 
second novel, The Australian Fiancé.

But back in her office, tucked away in the 
corner of the Humanities building, Ms 
Lazaroo is keen to point out the significance 
of good teaching – even if the individual 
student evaluations she does for her 150-
strong first-semester group relentlessly eat 
into her time.

“Fiction writing offers a different way to think 
about all sorts of human subjectivities and 
human experiences,” she says.

“It provides you with the space for thinking 
about human relationships.

“I think that’s important for maintaining an 
inclusive and supportive society.”

Another of Murdoch’s creative writing 
lecturers, Deborah Robertson, has had her 

Blooming creativity
Murdoch’s creative writing lecturers Simone Lazaroo and Deborah Robertson 

are enjoying the national spotlight after a series of high profile awards in 
recent months, as Adrian Kwintowski reports.

Arts

first novel Careless short-listed for Australia’s 
premier book prize, the Miles Franklin 
Literary Award.

The prize is given annually for the novel 
or play of the highest literary merit which 
presents aspects of Australian life. 

The judges have described Careless as a 
sad and affecting novel delving with much 
thought into three characters dealing with the 
loss of a loved one. 

Ms Robertson has also picked up the 
$20,000 Nita B Kibble Award for women’s 
writing, also for Careless. It is the most 
prestigious award for Australian women 
writers.

But it doesn’t end there. The novel was also 
short-listed for the 2006 WA Premier’s Book 
Awards, the 2007 NSW Premier’s Book 
Awards and the 2007 Orange Broadband 
Prize for Fiction.

On the international scene, Careless won the 
Best Book award in the fiction category of the 
2007 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize in South-
East Asia and South Pacific. 

Simone Lazaroo is teaching 
students to write in fresh ways. 
Photo Brian Richards.
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Orang-utan 
Adventure

Vet and MBA alumna and 
senate member Lyndy Scott 
visited the Borneo jungle 
recently to see first-hand 
the plight of the endangered 
orang-utan – humans’ closest 
cousin in the animal world.
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I visited the Borneo jungle last year to catch 
up with Stephen Van Mil (Vet 1984) who 
was shooting an international documentary 
of the orang-utans’ plight. A film crew of six 
together with nine lucky ecotourists visited 
tourist and non-tourist areas on our adventure 
into the jungle. 

After seeing only two vacancies left in a 
Murdoch Alumni email, my sister Jo Scott 
(Law 1993) and I (Vet 1981, MBA 1993) 
grabbed the opportunity to join in, with only 
a couple of weeks’ notice.

It turned out to be filled with mixed emotions 
– elated, angry, privileged, insignificant – and 
undoubtedly a life changing experience.

We were based in Tanjung Puting National 
Park, central Kalimantan. This is home to 
Dr Birute Galdikas, one of the ‘trimate’ 
appointed by anthropologist Louis Leakey to 
study the great apes along with Jane Goodall 
(chimpanzees) and Dian Fossey (gorillas). 
After 35 years Birute continues the longest 
wild animal study in history with more than 
100,000 hours observing orang-utans in her 
50sqkm research laboratory.

Birute established a care centre to house 40 
orang-utans. Today it’s bursting with 270. 
They come as orphans - confiscated illegal 
pets or injured and burnt from conflicts 
with loggers, miners, poachers and palm 
oil operators. Three Indonesian vets work 
hard with few resources – soda lime is a 
limiting factor for surgery, slides/coverslips 
are precious and even an old parasitology 
book would be handy. Stephen and I have 
promised to organise supplies. Successful hip 
surgery was performed on a huge orang-utan 
who lost his dominance in a fight. It added 
insult to injury to see him sitting forlornly in 
a cage. 

Volunteers from the Australian Orang-
utan Project (AOP) dedicate months to the 
centre – vet nursing, caring, teaching and 
building more and better enclosures. Final 
year Conservation Medicine student Holly 
Thompson was there too. She was doing a 
two-month independent study contract on 
Pam, a severely depressed and malnourished 
juvenile orang-utan, rescued from a village 
where she roamed with no care and only a 
small ‘security’ towel. It took Holly a month 
to gain sufficient trust to take Pam’s towel 
away. We learnt on our return that Pam had 
died – her former trauma had won.

An orang-utan is totally dependent on its 
mother for three years and remains close 
for eight. Each orphan is assigned a human 
carer who provides food, companionship 
and tuition in the jungle to learn orang-
utan essentials. At 13, they are sufficiently 
independent to return to the wild. This was 
planned for three whilst we were there but 
tragically was postponed indefinitely as 

bushfires destroyed their release area on the 
eve of their long-awaited freedom.

At Camp Leakey we met orang-utans rescued 
by Birute with their wild descendants, saw 
the research facility and excellent information 
centre. It has one of the park’s three feeding 
stations to provide sustenance and monitoring 
of rehabilitated orang-utans. Wild ones come 
too if food is scarce. Our close interaction 
with these intelligent, sensitive animals was 
breathtaking and humbling. We experienced 
connection across species and across cultures 
with the gentle Indonesians who made our 
adventure possible.

The overwhelming threat facing orang-utans 
is habitat destruction. Borneo has lost half its 
rainforest in 50 years and orang-utans can’t 
survive without trees. Logging tore out huge 
chunks, gold mining left permanent deserts 
and zircon mining moved in. The greatest 
destruction comes from palm oil plantations. 
We saw all these. Palm oil is a good 
commodity used in food and as a biofuel. 
However vast areas of forest fall to supply 
worldwide demand – at the astounding rate 
of three football fields every minute. 

Palm oil is in toothpaste, cereal, detergent, 
cosmetics, candles etc, marked as ‘vegetable 
oil’. A program that identifies and promotes 
‘orang-utan friendly’ palm oil products would 
be a great step towards consumers making 
a conscious choice. Crops can be grown 
sustainably on already cleared land. But that 
land doesn’t come with lucrative logging 
rights – therein lies the problem.

Forests in Borneo and those in the Amazon 
are considered the lungs of the world. The 
destruction of both augers badly for the 
human race too.

Kalimantan skies are filled with smoke 
as burning follows clearing and fires can 
get away. The bushfires of 1997 and ‘98 
resulted in the loss of five million hectares 
of forest and a third of the world’s orang-
utan population. The smoke enveloped Perth 
3000km away.

In addition to Birute’s work, organisations 
like AOP make a difference. It offers orphan 
adoptions with revenue going a long way. 
Ecotourism is a significant money raiser 
combining education with an exciting and 
unforgettable experience – I’d certainly 
recommend it! 

It also signals to the Indonesian government 
that orang-utans and forests are serious 
business and provide employment for guides, 
lodge and boat owners (rivers are the jungle’s 
roads). Orang-utans in care centres and 
their preservation in the wild mean locals 
help these great apes, rather than work in 
industries that harm them. 

Worldwide release of Stephen Van Mil’s 
documentary will open many eyes and be a 
positive boost for orang-utans. They need it.

For information please visit 
www.orangutan.org.au

Action needed to stop disappearing act

Orang-utan Distribution

Orang-utan 
Adventure

The relic populations of Bornean and 
Sumatran orangutans share 97% of 
human genetic material.

Orangutan is Indonesian for “Man of 
the Forest” – yet it is forecast these 
creatures will disappear from the wild 
within 10 years. 

The 7000 Sumatran sub-species 
are critically endangered with 

1000 disappearing each year. Less 
than 50,000 of the equally critically 
endangered Bornean sub-species suffer 
annual losses of 4000 to 5000.

These startling numbers reveal certain 
extinction unless things change 
radically and quickly.
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Postcard

Foot and mouth disease is a highly contagious viral 
infection of cloven-hoofed animals such as cattle, 
goats, sheep and pigs.

The other element of my job is to build linkages 
between Murdoch and other organisations and 
educational institutions in Thailand, as well as 
acting as a contact for Murdoch staff and students if 
they are in the area.

And I am keen to expand my role as an ambassador 
for Murdoch University in Bangkok.

I encourage any friends of Murdoch to contact me if 
I can assist with their visits and activities they have 
planned in Bangkok.

For example I recently joined Professor Arnold 
Depickere and Associate Professor Lance Fung from 
the Division of Arts by giving a presentation at an 
international conference in Bangkok.

I will soon begin a PhD with Murdoch on the topic 
of foot and mouth disease control in Malaysia, 
Thailand and Myanmar.”

Polly Cocks can be contacted by email: 
pollycocks@hotmail.com

Murdoch veterinary alumna Polly Cocks always 
wanted to see the world so following her 2005 
graduation, the recipient of the University Medal 
for outstanding academic achievement couldn’t 
wait to hit the road.

“After graduating, I was keen to gain life experience 
and work in private practice, so I returned to the UK, 
my birthplace, to spend a year in mixed practice. This 
provided me with a valuable professional foundation for 
my current job. 

During my time living and studying in Perth and making 
short visits to Asia, I developed a desire to pursue a 
career involving international work.

So I feel very fortunate that the opportunity arose to 
work for Murdoch University in Bangkok and to continue 
as a PhD student.  

I am employed as a research officer by the University 
in the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), 
Southeast Asia Foot and Mouth Disease Campaign Office 
in Bangkok.

I facilitate an AusAID project into the control of the foot 
and mouth disease in Malaysia, Thailand and Myanmar.

International borders 
no obstacle for Polly

THAILAND


