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Keep 
Intouch!
Help us keep in touch with you by making sure your 
details are up to date. If you have changed your name, 
employer or contact details let us know by visiting 
www.murdoch.edu.au/Alumni/ 
Perhaps you're still in touch with friends from your Murdoch days 
who've lost touch with us? If so you can visit the same address, scroll 
down and enter your friends' details too.

Intouch is Murdoch University’s 
alumni magazine for all those who 
have graduated from the University. 

Alumni – what’s in a name?
As you may know the traditional names for 
graduates can be quite confusing:

Alumna – one female graduate 
Alumnus – one male graduate 
Alumni – a group of graduates, male or male/female 
Alumnae – a group of female graduates.

We believe that these terms no longer meet the needs 
of a modern institution and society and it is time to 
simplify the way we refer to our graduates. 

As such we have decided to adopt the 
Macquarie Dictionary approved Australian 
terms in all our publications and communications:

Alumnus – one graduate 
Alumni – a group of graduates

We hope you will approve of this change and quickly become 
used to these non-gendered and simplified terms. As always, 
we welcome your feedback at alumni@murdoch.edu.au 

Meet eight Murdoch alumni who are 
making a difference. 
See how their time at Murdoch 
changed their lives.

Murdoch engages the world
Discover how Murdoch staff and 
alumni are impacting local, national 
and international communities.

Alumni news
Find out what’s happening on 
campus and around the world.

Inprint
We preview some of the books written 
by our talented alumni and staff.

In memorial
Murdoch marks the passing of former instructor 
and colleague Professor Mark Rapley.

Alumni tell their stories
Catch up with the news from your fellow alumni.

Alumni contacts
Here you’ll find the closest alumni 
chapter to your home.

	Cover: Beaufort Street Festival – alumnus John Carey (centre). 
Image courtesy of Community Newspaper Group
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Welcome to the first edition of Intouch for 

2013. This edition highlights the amazing 

endeavours and contributions that our alumni, 

staff and students make to public policy, 

community activities and cultural enrichment. 

From working with the internationally renowned 

TED Organisation, to shaping international public 

debate on economics, Murdoch University 

continues to be actively engaged in local, 

regional and international communities.

We are excited to be offering a diverse calendar 

of Perth, interstate and international alumni 

gatherings this year, including literary evenings, 

reunions and a suite of thought-provoking 

and challenging public lectures. Remember to 

give us your most current email address, as all 

invitations are sent electronically: http://ace.

murdoch.edu.au/forms/changeofdetails.html 

I am extremely proud to announce that 2013 

will see the launch of a new student scholarship, 

the Alumni Annual Appeal Scholarship. This 

award, established thanks to the generosity of 

the Murdoch alumni community over the past 

three years, will assist final year students in the 

completion of their studies. You can read more 

about this fantastic initiative on page 21. We’ll 

be running our Annual Appeal once again this 

year, in June, and we hope you will support it.

Finally I’d like to extend warm congratulations 

to all our new alumni graduating this year. 

Welcome to Murdoch’s alumni family. I hope 

that you will play an active role in your alumni 

association and I look forward to corresponding 

with you and hopefully meeting you at our 

future events.

Vanessa Fernandez-Kennedy 

Manager – Alumni Relations

Greetings Alumni 
As members of the Murdoch University 

community, we all have an important and 

responsible role to exercise within society.

Teaching, learning and research are the 

traditional core activities of universities, and 

at Murdoch these are complemented by 

engagement initiatives that provide impetus 

and capacity for knowledge production and 

dissemination. Murdoch faculty members are 

regular commentators and interlocutors on 

matters of public concern and debate, and such 

engagement is considered a scholarly activity.

Community engagement can allow 

knowledge transfer and exchange on a 

variety of issues. Such knowledge can drive 

social cohesion and change, and most 

importantly, generate knowledgeable 

debate on significant community issues 

to help to improve quality of life.

Murdoch is committed to making good 

use of its knowledge brokerage capacities 

in collaborative partnerships with local 

communities, government and industry, 

regional organisations and international forums. 

Murdoch has long been active in societal 

and community affairs. Such activity has 

produced both direct and quantifiable 

economic benefits (e.g. labour market, 

agricultural science, regional economic 

growth, medical technologies).

There are also some engagement activities 

which produce less obvious economic 

returns, such as environmental sustainability, 

volunteering, citizen science, animal 

welfare and social and legal reform.

Of course, the University also benefits 

enormously from effective engagement 

with its communities. Its research 

partnerships, alumni networks, work 

integrated learning opportunities and 

teaching enterprise keep the University 

relevant, contemporary and responsive. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of Intouch, which 

showcases Murdoch intellectual leadership 

in areas of public interest and concern.

There are some good examples here of 

how our staff and alumni are working with 

communities, in a socially responsive way, 

for mutually productive outcomes. 

Best wishes for 2013.

Professor Richard Higgott 

Vice Chancellor

From the Manager – Alumni Relations
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Murdoch 
community 

building 
The Murdoch eThos exTends beyond The acadeMic 
world To engage and build coMMuniTies locally, 

naTionally and inTernaTionally. being an aluMnus 
Means believing in The beTTerMenT of The world and 

applying The TalenTs developed and nurTured by your 
TiMe on caMpus To help oThers.
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Murdoch alumnus 
brings TEDx to Perth
Karen de san Miguel conTinues To celebraTe The 
success of The firsT big TedxperTh conference ThaT 
she played an inTegral parT in coordinaTing.

Based on the world-wide phenomenon of TED, a non-
profit foundation that hosts conferences and talks by top 
thinkers across all disciplines (originally from the fields 
of technology, entertainment and design), TEDxPerth 
was held at the Octagon Theatre in December, 2012.

Fifteen of Perth’s interesting thinkers shared their 
‘Ideas Worth Spreading’ with an audience of more than 
500 listeners.

Karen took on the voluntary role of Director of Marketing 
and Communications for TEDxPerth in August 2012.

“I was already a huge fan of TED,” she said. “Over the years 
I have gained tremendous insights from listening to TED 
talks. Some of these have absolutely changed my life.

“I hope that the Perth conference inspired every-
day Western Australians to think big and aim 
high, and get excited by new possibilities.”

Karen (Bachelor of Arts with a double major in 
Media Studies and History, 2004) enjoyed the 
strong emphasis on social justice and obtaining a 
global perspective while studying at Murdoch.

“One unit that stood out was Documentary, 
taught by Associate Professor Martin Mhando,” she 
said. “Through Martin I learned how filmmaking 
could change the world for the better.”

After studying, Karen travelled across South-East Asia 
and Europe, and spent a year teaching English in Japan.

She is employed as a Community Awareness Coordinator 
at the State Library of Western Australia. Her role 
involves developing and implementing marketing 
and communication strategies to raise awareness of 
library events, exhibitions, programs and collections.

John Carey is the co-founder of 
the Beaufort Street Network, 

which aims to make the street a 
better place to live, work 

and visit.

Karen de San Miguel with eminent Canadian ethnobotanist Dr Wade 
Davis during his visit to Perth last year for a public talk which she 

coordinated for the State Library of WA.

Graduate 
devoted to 
improving his 
community
John carey is passionaTe abouT building a sense 
of coMMuniTy. he believes people are happier 
and More conTenT when They feel ThaT They 
belong and care for Their fellow coMMuniTy 
MeMbers.

The Murdoch University graduate (Bachelor 
of Communication with Honours (First Class), 
1997) is involved in a voluntary capacity with 
three organisations, two of which he founded.

John co-founded the Beaufort Street Network, 
a non-profit organisation dedicated to making 
Beaufort Street a better place to live, work and visit.

“The network is different to other groups in Perth,” 
he said. “It brings residents and local businesses 
together with the common goal of making the 
precinct a more vibrant and interesting place.”

For the past three years, and since its inception, John 
has been the Chair of the Beaufort Street Festival. 
The festival celebrates everything special about the 
street, and attracted about 100,000 people in 2012.

As a Councillor for the City of Vincent, 
elected in October 2011, he is enthusiastic 
about the area’s key urban villages, public 
art and innovative streetscape design.

John also helped to establish the Brain Tumour 
Association of WA in 2007 after his mother died 
from the disease. The association provides support 
and advice to patients and their families.

After graduating, John worked as a journalist 
and in senior advisory roles for a State 
Government minister and two premiers.

He is now Manager of the Kimberley Conservation 
Program and works as an environmental 
advocate and lobbyist for the Pew Environment 
Group, focused on securing new conservation 
measures for the Kimberley region.

5



6

Graduate’s beliefs 
benefit at-risk teens
griffin longley sTrongly believes in The 
power of coMMuniTy. he also believes ThaT 
all Kids, no MaTTer whaT Their bacKground or 
circuMsTances, deserve every chance in life.

For the past three years, Griffin has managed 
Midnight Basketball Midland, a program designed 
to reconnect at-risk young people with their 
community, provide them with essential life skills 
and set them on a positive path.

The former Murdoch student (Bachelor of Arts 
[Communication Studies], 2000 and Bachelor of 
Journalism, 2001) and seven other adult carers 
recently volunteered to accompany a group of 
teenagers to Singapore to compete in the Asia 
Pacific Basketball Youth Cup.

“It was a massive undertaking preparing for 
Singapore,” he said. “Of the original 20 kids 
selected, only one had a passport and half a dozen 
had birth certificates. Not only did we have to 
organise these and the trip, we had to raise the 
money to do it all.”

The teenagers were required to meet criteria to 
secure places in the group, including regularly 
attending training and maintaining an 80 per cent 
attendance rate at school.

Griffin said the trip broadened the scope of life 
possibilities for the 12 attendees.

“They all came back twice their size,” he said. 
“Their confidence and ability to engage with others 
improved dramatically. They came away with a huge 
sense of what they could achieve.”

Griffin is the Chief Executive Officer of Nature Play 
WA, a not-for-profit child institution dedicated to 
promoting unstructured outdoor play. He also writes 
a weekly column for The West Australian.

People interested in volunteering for the Midnight 
Basketball Midland program can access information 
at www.midnightbasketball.org.au.

Mum’s the word for 
Murdoch grad
when iT coMes To coMMuniTy engageMenT, dee 
havebond (bachelor of arTs in coMMunicaTions 
[JournalisM, english, draMa, design], 1996) has 
Things all sewn up.

After gaining plenty of life experience by travelling 
and learning at the ‘grass roots’, Dee developed a 
strategy for mums to create a business from scratch 
and profit in a way that was sustainable for the family 
unit, while empowering them by maintaining their 
sense of purpose.

“The catalyst for this business model was my own 
business, Sew Funky, which is a vehicle for kids 
learning how to sew, but more importantly, a place 
for kids to use their imagination, get creative and 
have fun in a safe environment,” she said.

“The kids learn that everyone has a story and that 
you need to be kind to one another.”

Murdoch University was the catalyst for her 
life adventure. 

“It was the first time in my life that I had the courage 
to pursue what I wanted to do. It required discipline, 
persistence and resilience,” she said. 

After a false start, she left and travelled.

“I realised that I ‘wanted to be something when I 
grew up’, so I begged to come back and returned 
with such focus that I was on a mission.

“Drama was the faculty that I was most grateful for, 
as many teachers helped guide me, challenge me 
and push me to my limits.

“My drama buddies were the ones who helped 
to foster an appreciation of the importance of 
community engagement.”

Dee Havebond is inspiring young 
minds with her business Sew Funky.

Griffin Longley’s Midnight 
Basketball Midland is providing a 

positive path for at-risk kids.
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Outstanding 
dedication to 
education, students 
and community
an unwavering coMMiTMenT To The MoTTo 
‘service above self’ is whaT MoTivaTes donna 
Mcdonald To conTribuTe To her coMMuniTy in 
any way she can.

As Principal of Hamilton Senior High School, she has 
a strong association with the Kwinana Industries 
Council and is actively involved in encouraging 
private and public schools to build relationships 
with industry to ensure young people are 
employed locally.

Donna is also the Community Director of the Rotary 
Club of Cockburn and responsible for linking the 
club with events and activities that benefit a range 
of community areas. These include the annual 
Cockburn Spring Fair, Salvation Army Christmas 
Appeal, prostate cancer checks, sausage sizzles at 
community events, tree planting and the Rotary 4 
Way Test Speech Contest.

In 1998, while working full-time as a classroom 
teacher and with four children at home, Donna 
undertook a Bachelor of Professional Studies 
(Education) at Murdoch.

“I found my learning at Murdoch fitted well into 
my busy lifestyle,” she said. “Working with other 
professional adults was refreshing and stimulating.

“With my fourth year of study in Education 
completed, I felt better prepared for 
leadership positions.”

Donna worked in the role of Deputy Principal at 
Tom Price Senior High School and then Coodanup 
Community College before taking up the position 
as Principal of Hedland SHS. She returned to the 
metropolitan area in 2008 to head Hamilton SHS.

She is excited to be leading the school in its 50th 
anniversary year in 2013 and says her focus for the 
next five years is to continue preparing students for 
real jobs.

Hands on approach 
to science
science coMMunicaTor Magdeline luM 
(bachelor of science [cheMisTry], 2004, 
graduaTe diploMa [exTracTive MeTallurgy], 
2008) walKs The walK as Much as she TalKs 
The TalK.

She was recently in Port Hedland for the Care for 
Hedland Turtle Monitoring Program, which coincides 
with the annual flatback sea turtle migration to the 
coastline for the nesting and hatchling seasons.

The creatures have the shortest migratory range of 
all sea turtles, but there is limited population data 
available on the species.

Just like her mentoring work at Mount Pleasant 
Primary School, in conjunction with CSIRO Scientists 
in Schools, everything is hands on and fully 
interactive.

It’s the way she likes it. 

“It’s pretty much a myth that scientists don’t talk 
about their work,” she said.

“To do science, it’s not just about working in a 
laboratory. There is a communication aspect; the 
two are not mutually exclusive.

“It’s a very unsustainable activity otherwise.”

She loves introducing young minds to astronomy, 
chemistry, biology, geology, physics and anything 
science.

“The boundaries are so blurred across disciplines; it’s 
a disservice to ignore a particular field,” she said.

She has recently given up fly-in, fly-out work as a 
chemist and metallurgist on a mine site in favour of 
being a science communicator full-time.

It’s all about her passion for getting the word 
out about science, whether through freelance 
writing, her photography, working with children or 
volunteering at the WA Museum.

“There are lots of avenues for science 
communication,” she said.

Magdeline Lum loves to talk all 
things science.

Donna McDonald gives her all 
to family, career and a range of 

Rotary events.

7
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Fun run organiser 
targets community 
fitness
a burning desire To add fiTness and fun To 
The lives of people living in her coMMuniTy led 
andrea Myers To organise The inaugural acT 
belong coMMiT TaMMin To cunderdin advenTure 
run and Ten Tiny Things walK.

More than 100 people took part in the event over 
four different distances on December 30, 2012. 
The 25km run started in Tammin and finished at the 
Cunderdin Pool, where participants enjoyed a swim, 
barbecue and live entertainment.

Andrea, who lives in Quairading, strives to keep 
physically and mentally active to help combat the 
effects of bipolar disorder.

She runs her own fitness business and works as a 
trainer, lifeguard and face painter, and has dedicated 
much of her time during the past six months to 
managing the run.

“I wanted to organise an event that offered physical 
fitness goals for community members to work 
towards, and I wanted them to feel proud of their 
achievements,” Andrea said.

“I also wanted to raise community awareness of 
ways to stay mentally healthy and prevent suicide.”

The Murdoch University graduate (Bachelor of Arts 
[Media Studies and English and Creative Arts], 2007, 
and Bachelor of Education [Primary], 2009) describes 
her time studying as inspiring.

“I felt really supported to research and follow my 
own ideas, and create work of an exceptionally high 
standard,” she said.

Since studying at Murdoch, the motivated mother of 
two children has worked as a primary school music 
teacher, homeschooled her oldest daughter and 
completed further studies to enable her to work 
in the fields of childcare, fitness training and 
triathlon coaching.

Dr Dave Palmer hails the 
Yiriman Project as a great 

Australian story of tenacity, 
courage and care.

Andrea Myers is bringing fitness 
and fun to her community.

Murdoch lecturer’s 
ties to successful 
youth program
Murdoch universiTy’s dr dave palMer believes 
The recenT recogniTion of The yiriMan proJecT is 
TesTaMenT To The foresighT and deTerMinaTion 
of elders froM The wesT KiMberley region.

Last October, the innovative youth program 
received Reconciliation Australia’s 2012 
Indigenous Governance Award for being 
an outstanding example of Indigenous 
governance in a non-incorporated project.

Dave, who is involved in a three-year participant 
observation and research study of the program, said 
the idea for Yiriman was conceived in 2000 by Elders 
from four Kimberley language groups out of concern 
for their young people.

“It was set up to encourage back-to-Country trips for 
young people to hear stories about their ancestors, 
to hunt, learn about flora and fauna, make artefacts 
and carry out land-care activities while walking 
through the country,” he said.

Dave said the project has played a significant role in 
reducing youth suicide, self-harm, drug use and anti-
social and criminal behaviours.

“The Yiriman Project is a great Australian story of 
tenacity, courage and care across the generations,” 
he said.

“It is a story of Indigenous communities in the 
Kimberley coming together to heal Country, 
community and young people.

“I feel very fortunate to be able to travel along with 
and learn from this work.”

Dave (Master of Philosophy [Sociology], 1995, PhD, 
2000) works at Murdoch as a Senior Lecturer in 
Community Development.

His other community-based project research includes 
conservation work with Indigenous groups in 
the West Pilbara, evaluating Mission Australia’s 
Pilbara programs and reviewing the Voices of the 
Wheatbelt project.
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Murdoch 
engages 

the world 
over the past few decades, Murdoch university 

has created a new generation of leaders, 
innovative thinkers and problem solvers. 

These alumni have gone on to unravel some 
of the complexities of public policy and 

international affairs around the world.

9

Ground-breaking 
role for world 
affairs expert

recognised leader in world 
affairs professor amitav 
acharya has been elected 
to the position of president 
of the international studies 

association (isa) for 2014/15.

The ISA is the most widely known professional association 
for scholars of international studies. Amitav is the first 
academic from a non-Western background to 
be appointed to the lead role in the association’s 
half-century history.

“It is a singular honour and a great responsibility,” he said.

 “The field is dominated by Western ideas, institutions 
and networks.

“In my writings and networking to date, I have promoted 
greater diversity in the field. Now I can lead the 
association to further that goal.”

Amitav (PhD [International Relations], 1987) said he could 
fill a book with fond memories of his time studying at 
Murdoch University.

After relocating from Delhi to Perth when he was 20 to 
study – his first trip overseas and first time on a plane –  
Murdoch became a ‘comfortable home’ for Amitav.

His most treasured memories are of his teachers 
(particularly of his thesis supervisor, Richard Higgott, who 
Amitav describes as ‘the single, most positive and exciting 
influence’ on his academic career), fellow students and 
roommates from a shared house in Coolbellup, some of 
whom have become his closest friends.

After holding teaching and research posts on five 
continents, Amitav currently works as Professor of 
International Relations at American University, 
Washington DC.

He is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Chair in Transnational 
Challenges and Governance and has published 25 books 
and more than 200 articles.

Amitav was the 2011 winner of The Murdoch University 
Distinguished Alumni Award (Arts, Education and Creative 
Media).
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Passion for 
international 
politics 
discovered at 
Murdoch

prominent researcher 
and educator 
professor Mark 
beeson came across 
his calling by chance.

While studying Psychology at Murdoch 
University in the mid 1980s, Mark took an 
introductory unit in Social and Political 
Theory, which got him hooked.

Mark graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
(Politics) in 1987 and returned in 1992 to 
undertake a PhD.

“Doing my PhD was a big deal, even though I 
didn’t expect to get a job from it,” he said. “It 
was the first time I started to take myself and 
my work a bit more seriously.

“I’ve still got friends and colleagues from 
this period, including my then supervisor, 
Professor Garry Rodan.”

Mark lectured at Griffith University, the 
University of Queensland and the University 
of York (UK) before taking the role of 
Professor of International Politics and Head of 
Department at the University of Birmingham.

Now a Winthrop Professor in Political Science 
and International Relations at the University 
of Western Australia, Mark’s research no 
longer focuses solely on political-economy.

“I write about security issues, geopolitics 
and just about every aspect of international 
relations in the Asia-Pacific region,” he said.

Mark has recently collaborated with 
University of Queensland researchers and 
Australia’s leading experts on the politics of 
climate change.

He is on sabbatical for 2013 and plans 
to finish a second edition of his book, 
Regionalism and Globalisation in East 
Asia: Politics, Security and Economic 
Development.

Murdoch 
ties remain 
steadfast for 
world-class 
researcher

despite living half a 
world away, professor 
Kevin hewison 
feels he never left 
Murdoch university.

His association with the University began in 
1978 while studying fourth-year Honours 
in South-East Asian Studies. He completed 
a PhD within the School of Human 
Communication in 1984.

“It was a fabulous time to be at Murdoch,” 
Kevin said. “It was a new university with a 
highly committed faculty.

“Many of them were beginning their 
academic careers, and as a doctoral student, 
I felt that I was collaborating with faculty as a 
colleague rather than as a student.”

More than three decades later, the world-
class researcher remains in close contact with 
former classmates and teachers, many of 
whom currently work at Murdoch.

After holding academic posts at Murdoch, 
the Australian National University and 
universities around the globe, Kevin is now 
a Professor and teaches in the Department 
of Asian Studies at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (USA), where he is also 
the Director of the Carolina Asia Center.

Kevin’s academic career reached its high 
point in 2012, when the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill recognised his 
outstanding research, creativity and teaching 
by awarding him the title of Weldon E. 
Thornton Distinguished Professor of 
Asian Studies.

Kevin has authored more than 190 
publications on South-East Asia, 
democratisation, globalisation and more 
recently human rights.

“My research on Thailand has attempted 
to enhance international understanding 
of the Thai people’s ongoing struggle for 
democracy in a society dominated by 
hierarchical institutions,” he said.

In 2013, Kevin will take over the role of 
Director of Murdoch's Asia Research Centre.

Recent 
national 
recognition 
for celebrated 
researcher

professor diane stone 
has received significant 
recognition and 
many professional 
accolades during 

her 20-year career as a teacher, 
researcher, administrator and 
educational innovator.

Her most recent plaudit came in 2012 when 
she was made a Fellow of the Academy of 
Social Sciences in Australia.

Diane graduated from Murdoch University 
in 1987 (Bachelor of Arts (Hons) with 
a double major in Asian Studies and 
Social and Political Theory) and after 
her MA received her PhD from the 
Australian National University in 1994.

After holding teaching and research 
appointments at Murdoch and 
Manchester Metropolitan University, 
she joined the University of Warwick 
(UK) and was made Professor.

Currently a Winthrop Professor of Political 
Science and Public Policy at the University 
of Western Australia, Diane also holds the 
positions of Professor at Warwick (permanent 
position) and Foundation Professor of Public 
Policy at the Central European University 
(Hungary).

She believes it is her ground-breaking research 
on think tanks that has had the greatest 
impact on society.

“I worked briefly at the World Bank 
as a result of having done research 
on think tanks,” she said.

“My work helped the bank launch the 
Global Development Network (GDN), and 
subsequently I became a member of the GDN 
Governing Body.”

Diane is currently researching global public 
policy and transnational administration, policy 
networks and international philanthropy.

She has published six books and more than 
80 chapters and articles in peer-reviewed 
journals. Her latest book, Global Agora: 
Knowledge Actors and Transnational 
Networks, will be published this year.

10



11

Studying at 
Murdoch a 
life-changing 
experience

internationally 
acclaimed scholar 
professor Toby Miller 
speaks unequivocally 
about his time studying 

at Murdoch university, stating: 
“Murdoch changed my life”.

“I arrived in the late 1980s to do something 
else, but thanks to Richard Higgott, now the 
Vice Chancellor but then a senior lecturer, I 
was introduced to people and theories that 
remade my world,” Toby said.

“I owe a great debt to Richard and many 
other Murdoch people.

“Of my time at Murdoch, I recall the parties, 
the politics, the pubs, the sun and the surf, 
but most of all the ideas.”

After graduating, Toby (PhD in Philosophy 
and Communication Studies, 1992) taught 
at Murdoch, Queensland’s Griffith University 
and the University of New South Wales, 
before relocating overseas and teaching for a 
decade at New York University.

Toby then worked at the University of 
California before accepting the role of 
Professor of Cultural Industries at the City 
University of London’s Centre for Cultural 
Policy and Management in 2012.

His teaching and research covers a vast range 
of topics, including the media, sport, labour, 
class, gender, race, politics and culture. He is 
also regarded as an expert on Hollywood.

Toby has authored and edited more than 30 
books, published essays in more than 100 
journals and is a regular guest commentator 
on television and radio programs.

His most recent books are Greening the 
Media, which outlines the media’s impact 
on the environment, and Blow Up the 
Humanities, which examines the dire 
prospects for the humanities in America.

Distinguished 
researcher strives 
to demystify 
power conflicts 
in South-East 
Asia

Murdoch university 
professor of politics and 
international studies and 
australian professorial 
fellow garry rodan has 

reached the halfway point of his five-
year tenure as a full-time researcher for 
the australian research council (arc).

Garry is working on two ARC-funded projects on 
South-East Asia. The first examines the politics of 
accountability reform, while the second investigates 
the expansion of non-democratic and democratic 
forms of political representation.

The former Director of the Asia Research Centre 
at Murdoch says his role is to demystify conflict 
to enable political differences and choices to be 
clarified rather than concealed.

“My work attempts to explain conflicts over how 
power is organised, the underlying reasons for 
contention and the competing interests and 
ideologies involved,” he said.

“Without understanding the nature of conflicts, and 
the factors likely to affect their outcome, choices 
about public policy, investment decisions or activist 
reform strategies are inadequately informed.”

Garry completed a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Social 
and Political Theory at Murdoch in 1979. His PhD 
with a thesis on the political economy of Singapore’s 
industrialisation was awarded in 1987. He has since 
worked in teaching and research roles at Murdoch.

“I was fortunate to have undertaken my Honours 
year and PhD at times when there was an especially 
talented and vibrant group of lecturers,” he said.

“My most inspiring and influential teacher was 
Richard Robison (now Emeritus Professor) who 
challenged me intellectually and was a supportive 
mentor.”

Garry received the Vice Chancellor’s Excellence in 
Research Award for Distinguished and Sustained 
Achievement in 2007. He has authored and edited 
ten books on Singapore and South-East Asia.

11
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Mayor has faith in people power
The ciTy of Kwinana in wesTern 
ausTralia has few beTTer servanTs 
Than Mayor carol adaMs (bachelor of 
laws, 1997).

Ms Adams’ role is entirely focused on 
community needs, which includes 
providing leadership, strategic direction 
and planning for ratepayers.

“With exponential annual growth of nearly 
five per cent, there are many challenges, 
which include trying to cater for the needs 
of the changing demographics, providing 
modern community infrastructure and 
community wellbeing initiatives and 
encouraging economic development 
within the region,” she said.

Ms Adams was elected as a Councillor for 
the then Town of Kwinana in her third year 
at Murdoch. 

“I had moved to Kwinana as a sole parent 
a few years earlier,” she said. 

“However, my involvement in community-
based activities had been limited until I 
joined a local ratepayer association.

“That experience showed me the true 
value of ‘people power’ and the need 
for any organisation to engage with its 
stakeholders in circumstances where their 
corporate decisions were going to impact 
on the day-to-day lives of the people who 
resided in a community.

“The City of Kwinana has a community 
engagement policy in an effort to 
be open and transparent in our 
decision making.

“True engagement is about 
communication and being open to 
compromise and listening to the views of 
the community.

“In saying that, there are some matters 
on which, by virtue of your position, 
you need to make decisions that will 
not be popular.

“In those circumstances, the reasoning 
behind such a decision should be clearly 
communicated to those affected.”

Historian 
chooses road 
not taken

neville green (phd, 
2005) was lasT year 
appoinTed a MeMber 
of The order of 
ausTralia (aM) for his 

conTribuTion To The coMMuniTy, 
naTive TiTle and ausTralian 
indigenous hisTory.

Neville left school at 14, and after 
six years in the Royal Australian Air 
Force, returned to studies in 1959 
and graduated from Claremont 
Teachers College in Western Australia                        
three years later.

Over the following 30 years, he 
accumulated five university degrees, 
including a Masters and two PhDs and 
authored and co-authored ten books, 
most with an Indigenous theme.

His teaching career included a decade at 
primary schools, another decade working 
with hearing impaired children and 18 
years in tertiary education.

Neville's voluntary community service 
is spread across 50 years and includes 
kindergarten and school committees and 
intercultural and international networks.

His interest in Indigenous education and 
history stems from his teaching years at 
remote schools in the Western Desert 
and the Kimberley, and his interest in 
China comes from a year of teaching 
at the former Guangzhou Institute of 
Foreign Languages.

He is Secretary of Cottesloe RSL, National 
Vice President of the Australia China 
Friendship Society and is hoping to finish 
another book in 2013.

His attitude to history is to take the road 
not taken by other historians.

Through his work on Indigenous studies, 
he has tried to make Australians 
more familiar with Aboriginal history 
and culture.

“I have always tried to make a positive 
difference in community work – to do it 
and do it well,” he said.

Joining a local ratepayer association showed Carol Adams the true value of ‘people power’.
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Golden win at Telstra awards
when barricK gold corporaTion, The 
world's leading gold producer, was 
looKing for soMeone To lead a TeaM 
of 700 people aT The granny sMiTh 
gold Mine near Kalgoorlie, They 
decided Julie shuTTleworTh was a 
safe pair of hands.

Julie (Bachelor of Science [Extractive 
Metallurgy and Chemistry], 1994) had all 
the credentials, having previously been 
General Manager of Barrick‘s Buzwagi 
Gold Project in Tanzania, a mine site with 
2000 employees, which she had taken 
from feasibility study to operating mine. 

The 2007 Telstra WA Young 
Businesswoman of the Year and 
2012 Telstra Western Australian 
Business Woman of the Year also led 
the development of an engineering 
innovation with international potential for 
the safety of mineworkers.

Julie sees her work as much more than 
extracting ore.

“My biggest rewards come from having 
a positive impact on the communities 
around the mines where I work, and from 
contributing to the development and 
career advancement of other people,” 
she said.

“Many mining companies, including 
Barrick, are very focused on good 
corporate social responsibility.”

While working with Barrick in Tanzania 
confirmed the importance of contributing 
in a positive manner to communities, Julie 
said Murdoch’s culture of respect and 
diversity laid the groundwork for 
her philosophy. 

“My studies at Murdoch gave me a 
solid grounding required for my career,” 
she said.

A beacon of 
innovative 
teaching
richard sidharTa (graduaTe diploMa 
in priMary educaTion, 2003) is a 
beacon of innovaTive Teaching for 
indonesian sTudenTs.

Through his Beacon Academy, which 
he started in 2008, Mr Sidharta 
is providing the opportunity for 
Indonesian families to gain a sound 
education for their children outside 
the traditional schooling strictures.

After gaining his qualifications at Murdoch, 
the inspiring educator returned to 
Indonesia and landed a primary teaching 
position in a top international school. 

With the opportunity five years later to 
start his own school, Beacon Academy 
had humble beginnings with 23 students 
in Primary 1 in a refurbished warehouse. 

“Being the first school to combine the 
International Primary Curriculum and 

Cambridge Primary, students were gaining 
their knowledge, skills and understanding 
in a rigorous and fun way,” he said.

“Beacon Academy immediately stood out 
as an educational institution of choice 
for parents who wanted something 
creative and different for their children.”

Over five years, the Academy has 
continued to invest in quality teachers 
and has raised the ‘learning bar’. Students 
at the Academy are known in the 

community as being the most thoughtful 
and knowledgeable, as learners are fully 
immersed in the connectedness of their 
learning with the world around them.

“After five years, we have grown 
to 115 students across Years 
1–5,” Mr Sidharta said.

“We have started building our 
new purpose-built campus, able to 
accommodate up to 1000 students, 
which will be ready in August 2013.”

Julie Shuttleworth is proof positive that 
mining can go hand in hand with good 

corporate social responsibility.

The Christmas production of Pirates of the Curry Bean, 
with Richard shown with students from the cast.
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Mark Stewart 
Murdoch University 
Art Curator

A lifelong passion for art
passionaTe and enduring are Two 
fiTTing words To describe chris 
hill’s MulTifaceTed relaTionship 
wiTh Murdoch universiTy.

Like many of our alumni, Chris’s 
connection with Murdoch has 
continued to grow since he completed 
his studies. However, his initial 
introduction to Murdoch was as 
a Library staff member in the mid 
1980s. During that time he served 
as a volunteer on the University’s 
Art Acquisitions Committee and was 
responsible for purchasing and caring 
for the Art Collection before there was 
an art curator.

After retiring from librarianship, Chris 
launched a small business in Fremantle, 
importing Balinese handicrafts. On 
his frequent visits to Bali, he became 
friends with several traditional painters 
and started collecting their work. 
He decided to pursue his passion for 
Balinese art by studying at Murdoch, 
where he was supervised by Associate 
Professor Carol Warren. 

In 2001, he was awarded a Master of 
Philosophy for his thesis on Balinese 
village painters, work which informed 
the book Survival and Change: Three 
Generations of Balinese Painters, 
published by ANU Press in 2006. 

Chris is a passionate collector of 
contemporary Australian art, and 

because of this, was invited to join 
Murdoch’s Art Board in 1993.

Chris was a member of the Board until 
2010, serving as its Chair from 2007 to 
2010. During this time, Chris dedicated 
considerable time to assisting 
Murdoch’s art curator, Mark Stewart, 
in building the Murdoch University Art 
Collection into a culturally significant 
holding of contemporary art 
to be enjoyed by future generations 
of students, staff and the 
broader community.

When Chris retired from the Art Board, 
he accepted an invitation to become 
a member of the University’s 
Banksia Association. 

Recently, Chris has been involved in 
various curatorial activities. In 2010, 
he co-curated Fremantle Arts Centre 
(FAC)’s hugely successful exhibition 
Home Open – Fremantle Artists and 
their Collections.

Currently, he is developing another 
exhibition for FAC for early 2014, 
which showcases contemporary 
Balinese art and Australian artists with 
a Balinese connection.

Cord blood 
saves lives

wiTh More Than 40,000 
faMilies enTrusTing 
Their baby’s cord 
blood To cordlife 
group liMiTed, ceo 

JereMy yee (bachelor of coMMerce 
[professional accounTing], 2009)] has 
a role wiTh far-reaching iMplicaTions 
for coMMuniTies in singapore, hong 
Kong and beyond.

Founded in 2001, Cordlife Group Limited 
is the longest operating cord blood bank 
in Singapore and is a leading service 
provider of stem cell banking from cord 
blood (Singapore and Hong Kong) and 
the umbilical cord (Hong Kong).

Mr Yee said cord blood stem cells 
were increasingly being used with 
positive results in the treatment of both 
malignant and non-malignant disorders. 

“With the rapid development in ongoing 
clinical trials, stem cells from both cord 
blood and umbilical cord may soon 
provide advanced treatment and disease 
repair for many patients who are afflicted 
with chronic conditions that were once 
considered untreatable,” he said

Success stories include saving the life 
of a gravely ill three-year-old boy with 
leukaemia, after the harvesting of his 
baby sister’s umbilical cord blood.

Mr Yee said his Murdoch degree gave him 
the confidence and technical knowledge 
to make a myriad of major decisions, 
many of which had both accounting and 
financial impacts on the company. 

“One comes to realise that understanding 
the substance behind every decision 
made using tools and techniques taught 
during the course will result in better 
planning and control of resources,” 
he said.

Mr Yee has recently been appointed a 
non-executive independent director 
of China Cord Blood Corporation, the 
largest cord blood banking operator in 
China in terms of geographical coverage.

Chris Hill at home in Fremantle.
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Sodium-ion 
battery gains 
worldwide 
attention
when dr ManicKaM MinaKshi released 
his research inTo a new baTTery for 
green energy Technologies such 
as solar and wind power, he had 
no idea The groundswell of Media 
inTeresT iT would raise around 
The world.

Now, six months later, he and 
collaborator Dr Danielle Meyrick 
(Bachelor of Science (Hons), 2000, 
PhD, 2005) from Murdoch’s School of 
Veterinary and Life Sciences are sifting 
through offers from companies in 
Australia, the USA, the UK, Denmark, 
Italy and more who are looking to get 
involved.

“People have been very enthusiastic. 
We’ve had technology companies from 
around the world inquire about our 
research. We’ve narrowed interest down 
to two or three who we’re in negotiations 
with,” Manickam said.

The new battery technology features 
a sodium solution with a manganese 
dioxide cathode and a novel olivine 
sodium phosphate anode – representing 
a cost-effective alternative to lithium-
based batteries.

To top off his great year, in late 2012, 
Manickam was named as one of only 16 
recipients of an Early Career Australia-
India Fellowship from the Australian 
Academy of Science. The Fellowship 
will see him work with the Indian 
Institute of Science and Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research in 2013, both top-
tier research organisations.

“To have the sodium-ion battery 
recognised with such a prestigious 
Fellowship is yet more evidence of the 
scientific community’s confidence in our 
research,” Manickam said.
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Murdoch 
University 
Alumni 
Association
As one of more than 50,000 
Murdoch graduates around the 
world, you are entitled to many 
professional and personal rewards:

• Career and employment support

• Invitations to events and functions

• Free University library use

• Executive Education Centre Open Programs discounts

• University Bookshop discounts

• Free parking privileges on South Street campus

• Discounted room hire on South Street campus

• Sport & Recreation Centre membership discounts

• Hire of Student Village visitors’ flats

For more information visit 
www.murdoch.edu.au/Alumni 
or by telephone +61 8 9360 6668.

Dr Danielle Meyrick and Dr Manickam Minakshi with a model sodium-ion battery.
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Vietnam 
vets reunite 
through gym
The Murdoch universiTy sporTs 
cenTre is proud To have had a sMall 
group of vieTnaM veTerans as 
regular users of The gyM for nearly 
Ten years.

The men were prompted to start 
their journey towards better health 
back in 2003 by wives concerned 
about their health and, in one case, 
a daughter remarking that she 
would like her father to be around 
to watch his grandkids grow up.

“When we first began, it was like a 
reunion. Many of us had known of 
one another in the past, but years, 
even decades, had passed before 
we reconnected in the Heart-Health 
Program,” said one veteran.

“Most importantly, it’s the camaraderie 
we’ve reformed by meeting at the gym 
every Tuesday and Thursday morning.

“We’ve lived a dark past, and for years 
isolated ourselves, so the regular gym 
and coffee meetings, which usually 
involve a bit of banter, are very beneficial 
to our health, as many of us have, or have 
had, Post-traumatic Stress Disorder.

“If one of us doesn’t show up, 
there is always a phone call 
to check up on them.”

This solid group of life-long friends 
are well known at the on-campus 
Zone Fitness Centre by members 
and staff, who brace themselves for 
the influx of humour that can be 
heard rising from the stairs as the 
veterans come in for their workouts.

“Having a good chat with the vets 
and exchanging jokes with them 
every Thursday morning is one of the 
highlights of my early morning gym shift 
every week,” said one staff member.

The Vets: (back row) Mick Hardless, Andy Peisley, Colin Howard, Terry O’Neill 
(seated) Max Fitzgibbon, Garth Mackie, Russell McIntosh.

Did you know that Alumni Members 
of Murdoch University can join 
The Zone Fitness Centre at the South 
Street campus for $10.50 a week?

Ezypay Monthly 
Membership $42.00

And benefits include:
• Ongoing fitness appraisals.

• Structured programs 
tailored to your needs.

• Access to all fitness classes.

• Continuous training & 
nutritional evaluations.

FREE drink bottle with every 
Ezypay Monthly Membership.

The Zone Fitness Centre 
is located in the Sports Centre, 
near Carpark 4, South Street campus 
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2318.

Alumni members 
stay fit for less
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Farewell to Biochem’s dynamic duo
as Two of Murdoch’s MosT 
ouTsTanding Teachers and 
acadeMics, bob Mead and Max caKe 
are hardly The reTiring Types.

Yet retiring is what they are both doing.

The decision brings to an end not only the 
careers of two towering educators, but 
also closes a chapter on a personal and 
professional friendship spanning decades.

The dynamic duo has been responsible 
for most of the biochemistry teaching 
at the University for over 30 years.

Along the way they have earned 
formidable teaching reputations.

Professor Mead has received the Vice 
Chancellor‘s Teaching Excellence 
Award for General Teaching 
Excellence on three occasions.

Professor Cake has also been awarded 
a Vice Chancellor‘s Award for General 
Teaching Excellence, as well as a Vice 
Chancellor’s Citation for Excellence 
in Enhancing Learning and a National 
Australian Learning and Teaching 
Council Citation for Outstanding 
Contributions to Student Learning.

Professor Mead has acknowledged the 
effect on his own style and methodology 
of his friend and colleague.

“I have tried to emulate Max’s outstanding 
approach, and I attribute much of my 
success in winning teaching awards 
to the example he has set,” he said.

Professor Cake rates Professor 
Mead highly as well.

“I would rate him second to none as an 
undergraduate teacher in the Biosciences 
at Murdoch University,” he said.  

Professor Mead has a passion for 
propagating science to the general 
community through the media and 
enjoys stimulating an interest in 
science in gifted young school students 
through regular participation in the 
Science Summer School at Murdoch.

Professor Cake sees Murdoch University 
as very much a ‘community of scholars’.

“It is this aspect that I have 
particularly enjoyed during my 34 
years at the University,” he said. 

“Regular student interaction and 
engagement has been central to my 
teaching strategy, and I have always 
endeavoured to be aware of the needs 
and career aspirations of each student.”

Professor Max Cake (left) and Professor Bob Mead (right) have been colleagues and friends for more than three decades.
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inprint
books produced 
by our talented 
alumni and staff

fremantle’s 
colourful past 
revealed

forMer chancellor eMeriTus professor 
geoffrey bolTon has helped sTeer a new 
booK on freManTle sTraighT To The 2012 
wa local hisTory award.

Edited by Geoffrey and former Murdoch 
researcher Dr Paul Arthur (Bachelor of Arts, 
1994), Voices from the West End explores 
the stories, people and events that shaped 
the port city. These include brushes with 
Bubonic Plague, the city’s reputation as a 
‘hanging town’ and its ultimate evolution 
into a tourist destination.

Geoffrey said he and Paul were happy to 
have a number of Murdoch academics and 
alumni as contributors, including Emeritus 
Professor Bob Reece, Associate Professor 
Rowan Strong, Emeritus Associate 
Professor Jim Macbeth and Professor 
Malcolm Tull.

“We launched the collection and almost 
immediately were informed that we had 
won for best publication at the history 
awards. It was certainly a nice outcome,” 
Geoffrey said.

The book was published by WA Museum, 
whose Chief Executive Alec Coles called 
the book ‘the most important history of 
Fremantle written in the past 60 years’. 

With Voices in print, Geoffrey has turned 
his attention to finishing his substantial 
biography on another pillar of WA history, 
former Governor General Sir Paul Hasluck.

http://museum.wa.gov.au/store

a future for our 
ecclesiastical past?

CHURCH.HISTORy@WHyBOTHER? 
was wriTTen by dr peTer ellioTT, 
aluMnus and currenT sTaff MeMber aT 
Murdoch universiTy. The booK TacKles 
quesTions such as ‘whaT is The poinT 
of sTudying church hisTory?’ and 
‘how can Things ThaT happened so 
long ago be relevanT To life Today?’ 
The booK aiMs To deMonsTraTe ThaT 
The pasT perpeTually inforMs 
The presenT. 

Peter became a Christian during a visit 
to Israel in 1981. Since then, he has 
spent his time writing, fundraising and 
lecturing in Bible colleges and 
theological seminaries.

Written as an email dialogue between 
a church history lecturer and an 
antagonistic student, the book touches 
on many key events in the history of the 
Christian church and claims that unless 
we understand the past, we will struggle 
to understand our identity in the present 
and planning for the future will become 
an exercise in futility. 

The study of church history emerges as 
an essential tool for those wishing to 
understand, care for and participate in the 
church of the 21st century.

Peter (Bachelor of Divinity, 1997, Master 
of Theology (Hons), 2002, PhD Theology, 
2010) is currently the Acting Manager of 
Development at Murdoch. 

Church.History@WhyBother? was 
published by Morling Press in 
October 2012.
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a history of 
australian publishing

 ANGUS & ROBERTSON AND THE 
BRITISH TRADE IN AUSTRAlIAN BOOKS, 
1930 –1970 Traces The hisTory of The 
prinTed booK in ausTralia, and has iTs 
origins as a Murdoch universiTy phd. 
however The locaTion of iTs wriTing 
was noT quiTe so acadeMic. 

“The book was completed during the 
birth of our first two boys. As I worked 
from home, my partner and I described 
this period as either raising children in 
an office or writing a book in a daycare 
centre,” said author Jason Ensor.

The book provides a unique look into the 
history of Australia’s largest publisher, 
Angus & Robertson, and its role in the 
development of Australia’s export 
book trade.

Jason said he hoped that the book would 
provide an engaging history of publishers’ 
responsibilities to a national literary 
tradition and to the obligation to survive 
financially in a constantly changing 
world of global commercial publishing 
and bookselling – issues which are as 
paramount today as they were a 
century ago.

Jason was awarded a PhD in 
Communication Studies from Murdoch in 
2011. Angus & Robertson and the British 
Trade in Australian Books, 1930 –1970 
was published by Anthem Press in 
December 2012.

suburbia under the 
microscope

Murdoch aluMnus iris lavell’s firsT 
novel, ElSEWHERE IN SUCCESS, has 
been described as ‘a beauTifully 
wriTTen accounT of ordinary 
suburban lives lived in flux, pain and 
hope’ by leading wesTern ausTralian 
ficTion wriTer and fellow aluMnus 
(phd 2002) dr chris Mcleod. This 
praise is unsurprising as iris is an 
accoMplished wriTer, having already 
wriTTen nuMerous one-acT plays, 
shorT sTories and poeMs.

Elsewhere in Success is the story of a 
seemingly ordinary couple, Harry and 
Louisa, who live in the Perth suburb of 
Success; but upon closer examination, still 
waters run deep. 

As well as her literary background 
(Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Theatre and 
Drama Studies, 1999, PhD in English and 
Comparative Literature, 2005), Iris has 
worked for many years as a psychologist.

She describes the book as a story about 
the courage of two very ordinary people 
trying to find some sort of meaning in 
their lives after a breakdown of trust.

“The story owes a debt to all those 
who have shared their insights with me 
over the years, both in my work as a 
psychologist and outside of that work as 
well,” Iris said.

Elsewhere in Success was published by 
Fremantle Press in February.

aussie icon celebrated 
in new book

MosT ausTralians have an opinion on 
wheTher is iT accepTable To cull our 
naTional aniMal eMbleM, buT finally 
here is a booK ThaT will add soMe facTs 
To The debaTe.

Australia’s Amazing Kangaroos is an 
authoritative source of information on all 
50 species of the kangaroo family living 
in Australia.

Associate Professor Ken Richardson was 
inspired to write the book as a way to share 
information that is usually locked away in 
scientific papers.

“The conservation of kangaroos and 
sustainable harvesting are very emotive 
issues and it is important for people to have 
access to the facts,” he said.

“I hope this book helps to bridge the gap 
between the scientific community and 
the public.”

Illustrated with beautiful colour 
photography, Australia’s Amazing Kangaroos 
will help readers to distinguish 
potoroos from pademelons and 
quokkas from kangaroos.

The book includes information about species 
characteristics and biology, adaptations and 
function and conservation.

Culling and the commercial kangaroo 
harvest, as well as national attitudes to 
kangaroos and their value for tourism, are 
also discussed. 

Australia’s Amazing Kangaroos has been 
produced by CSIRO Publishing and is 
available in paperback or e-book format.

www.publish.csiro.au/eBooks
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insight into 
global poverty 
from oxfam 
chair

graduaTe sTudenTs 
enrolled in The new sir 
walTer Murdoch school 
of public policy and 
inTernaTional affairs are 

gaining firsT-hand Knowledge abouT 
sTraTegies To coMbaT global poverTy 
This year.

Dr Jane Hutchison (Bachelor of Arts (Hons) 
[Politics, Philosophy and Sociology], 1984, 
PhD [Politics], 2005) is the Chair of the 
Oxfam Australia Board and is lecturing at 
Murdoch’s newest graduate school.

“Oxfam is a leading rights-based 
international development NGO with a 
vision of ‘a just world without poverty’,” 
said Jane.

“It has a rights-based approach to 
development that combines humanitarian 
relief, sustainable development and 
campaigning and advocacy.

“Current Oxfam campaigns include the 
international Grow campaign directed 
at the deep injustices in the way the 
food system works and, in this country, 
participation in the Close the Gap 
campaign to improve the health of 
Indigenous Australians.”

Jane is also a Fellow in Murdoch 
University’s Asia Research Centre, and her 
research focuses on social and political 
change in the Philippines, especially with 
respect to labour and urban poverty.

She is presently researching the 
political economy of development 
effectiveness and the politics of poor 
people’s responses to aid programs in 
the Philippines and is co-writing a book, 
Political Economy and the Aid Industry in 
Asia, for release in 2013.

Jane will teach in the new Master of 
Development Studies units ‘Politics 
of Development’ and ‘Gender 
and Development’. 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/
Sirwalterschool/

professor Mark rapley
The universiTy was saddened by news 
of The passing of professor MarK 
rapley (1962–2012), a valued MeMber 
of The Murdoch faMily and a forMer 
MeMber of The school of psychology 
(now psychology and exercise 
science) froM 1997 To 2004.

Though he left Murdoch to become 
Professor of Clinical Psychology and 
Director of the Doctoral Program in 
Clinical Psychology at the University of 
East London, his legacy in, and ties with, 
Western Australia remain strong.

Mark is remembered as an inspiring 
teacher, friend, colleague and 
passionate advocate for intellectual 
disability and mental health issues.

“Dear Mark was a scintillating colleague 
and charismatic teacher. He influenced 
so many of our students with his zeal for 
community psychology – changing the 
community to benefit individuals,” said 
Murdoch Professor Laurence Hartley. 

“He will be long remembered as a warm 
and stimulating colleague who went on 
to great achievements as Professor of 
Psychology in the UK.”

One of Mark’s achievements was 
contributing to critical thinking about 
mental illness in WA. His teaching 
inspired much of the passion and 
courage at the foundation of the 
Hearing Voices Network Australia, 
which supports people who hear 
distressing voices.

Former Murdoch student Lyn Mahboub, 
now Manager of the Hearing Voices 
Network, Richmond Fellowship WA, said 
she owed a great deal to Mark both 
personally and professionally.

“His passion lives on today in our work 
sharing the Hearing Voices Approach. 
Mark’s students are dotted around 
Australia and his legacy lives on through 
us all.”

The University expresses its deepest 
sympathy to Mark’s daughter, Ella, and 
his family.

To read about how Mark impacted 
his students, see Rowan Logie’s piece 
online at http://staffnews.murdoch.edu.
au/remembering-mark-rapley/
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alumni 
scholarship to 
help deserving 
students
Murdoch universiTy aluMni relaTions 
is delighTed To announce The 
esTablishMenT of The Murdoch 
universiTy aluMni annual appeal 
scholarship.

The scholarship, valued at $2,000, was 
established with the generous support 
of the Murdoch University alumni 
community through the Alumni Annual 
Appeal. The scholarship will support 
a Murdoch University student who is 
in the final stages of their degree, is 
achieving good academic results and 
may be in need of financial assistance.

Every year, for the past three years, 
Alumni Relations has asked, via email 
and post, for donations towards student 
aid; and Murdoch University alumni have 
responded generously. The 2012 Annual 
Appeal featured a letter from a current 
Murdoch student, Glenys Butler, and her 
story of finding love on the Serengeti. 
Glenys’ story touched many hearts and, 
through the generosity of new and 
repeat donors, the University is now in a 
position to create a dedicated ongoing 
scholarship named in honour of the 
alumni community.

Applications for the inaugural scholarship 
opened in February 2013 and the 
successful recipient will be announced at 
a special awards ceremony in April 2013.

The Alumni Annual Appeal will be held 
again this year in June and all money 
raised will go towards supporting 
the scholarship.

To find out more or apply for the 
scholarship, visit http://our.murdoch.
edu.au/Student-life/Finances/Undergrad-
scholarships/Alumni/

To read more of Glenys’ story, visit 
http://www.alumni-enews.murdoch.edu.
au/2011/07/alumni-relations-student-aid-
appeal-2012/

new senate 
member chris 
evans joins 
anna george 
in 2013
January 2013 saw The end of dr 
lyndy scoTT’s Three-year TerM 
and welcoMed a new convocaTion 
represenTaTive on senaTe, 
chris evans.

Chris joins fellow Murdoch alumnus Dr 
Anna George (Bachelor of Economics, 
1987), whose three-year term 
commenced on January 1, 2012. 

Since graduating from Murdoch 
with a Bachelor of Commerce 
in 2003, Chris has worked in 
various sectors, including oil and 
gas, resources and education.

Currently employed as Director 
and Chief Operating Officer with 
Oil and Gas Solutions, and heavily 
involved with numerous charities, 
Chris is passionate about alumni 
engagement with both industry 
and volunteer organisations.

“The University must constantly strive 
to improve programs, initiatives and 
alliances that advance the professional 

opportunities that students and 

alumni are afforded as a direct result 

of having attended the institution,” 

he said.  

Dr George is Murdoch’s first 

graduate to be appointed as an 

Australian ambassador and was also 

a multilateral negotiator with the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade (1988–2006).

As a Senate member and in her work 

related to global health security 

issues, she has a particular interest 

in the quality and effectiveness 

of governance.  

“All universities are struggling to adapt 

to the current political, economic 

and global environment. A priority 

is adapting governance policy and 

practice to address these challenges,” 

she said.

Murdoch University’s Alumni Relations 

Team wishes Chris and Anna all the 

best for their terms, and would like 

to thank outgoing Senate member Dr 

Lyndy Scott for her work on Senate 

during her term.

Interested alumni can find out more 

about the role of Convocation and 

Senate on the Murdoch website 

http://senate.murdoch.edu.au/

Dr Anna George (left) and Chris Evans (right) have joined the Murdoch Senate.
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Alumni tell 
their stories
Bruce A. Felix 
(bachelor of science [biology], 1985)

A lot has happened since graduating 
in 1985 with a Bachelor of Science. My 
degree was being done part-time while 
I worked with ICI Australia (now Orica), 
and I thought I would be just a few years 
with them. Twenty years later, I had built 
marketing and distribution networks for 
them and then went on to be Export 
Manager of Dulux, looking after Asia and 
the Pacific. By 2000, I had had enough 
of corporate life and went out on my 
own into winery supplies. My company, 
still going after selling out in 2005, is 
based in Melbourne. I have since moved 
to Oregon, USA and am making wine, as 
well as importing machinery, barrels and 
chemicals for the wine industry here. I am 
married to a wonderful woman (who part-
time lectured at Murdoch) and have three 
grown up kids and one granddaughter.

Kathryn Sturrock
(bachelor of arts [politics, philosophy and 
sociology], 1991)

After graduating in 1991, I went to The 
University of Western Australia and gained 
a Postgraduate Bachelor of Arts in Social 
Work in 1993 and then worked mostly 
in psychiatry. For the past two years, I 
have worked four days a week. In 2008 
I studied to become a Civil Marriage 
Celebrant and started my own business 
about two years ago. My main interests 
are my family, travel, gardening and 
Toastmasters.

Michelle Borserio 
(bachelor of commerce, 1991)

I graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce 
in 1991 and went on to work in marketing 
at an accounting software company, 
then a home automation company in 
Perth. After extensive travel, I landed in 
Edinburgh and worked in communications 
at Capability Scotland (a disability 
organisation). Since returning to Perth, 
getting married and having children (11 
and nine years old), I have been enjoying 
my working time at Emmanuel Catholic 
College as Executive Assistant to the 
Principal/Marketing. I definitely attribute 
all of my working opportunities to my 
time at Murdoch University and my 
Commerce degree. I would love to be in 
contact with others from my year group.

Martin O‘Sullivan 
(bachelor of science (hons) [biotechnology], 
1993)

I graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in 1991, worked as a researcher in 
Sydney and then returned to Murdoch 
to complete my Honours in 1993. 
Following that, I entered the patent 
attorney profession in Perth and 
spent 13 years or so with a large 
firm (reaching the level of Partner), 
during which time I also completed 
an MBA. In 2006, I co-founded an IP 
commercialisation consulting/advisory 
firm and in 2008 established my own 
patent attorney practice. Over that 
time, I also got married and now have 
three sons who are ten, eight and five. I 
enjoyed my time at Murdoch, and what 
I learnt there formed the foundation 
of my entire professional career.

Panner Dharmalingam 
(bachelor of arts [politics and communication 
studies], 1995)

Currently, I am working as a Development 
Manager of the Environmental Endeavour 
2 (EE2) Office (http://endeavour.newri.
ntu.edu.sg/), a member of the Nanyang 
Environment and Water Research 
Institute, or NEWRI (http://www.ntu.edu.
sg/newri ) ecosystem. Our focus is on 
developing communities in South-East 
Asia, South Asia and China in the areas of 
clean water, sanitation, renewable energy 
and waste/wastewater management. 
Currently, we have projects in Cambodia, 
China, Indonesia, India, Laos, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Vietnam. I personally 
have seven projects in six countries – 
Indonesia, India, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal 
and Sri Lanka. Next year, I am planning to 
expand the program to Bhutan, Thailand, 
the Philippines and Mongolia. 

Besides the core duties of project 
portfolio, I also oversee and involve 
myself in developing strategic 
relationships with key partners in these 
countries. They include government 
ministers, governors, government officials 
and community leaders. For a photo 
montage of our project sites, visit our 
Facebook account at ee2facebook. More 
details on our current projects can be 
found on our website at 
http://endeavour.newri.ntu.edu.sg.

Alvin Ng 
(bachelor of psychology, 1998; doctor of 
psychology [clinical psychology], 2002)

I began my career as a part-time lecturer 
at Tunku Abdul Rahman College, Kuala 
Lumpur, from 2001 to 2002 and then 
as a lecturer at Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia (National University of Malaysia) 
from 2002 until the present. I am 
now an Associate Professor of Clinical 
Psychology and on unpaid leave since 
April 2012 to work as the Director of 
Shine Guidance Centre in Petaling Jaya, 
Malaysia, a multidisciplinary centre that I 
helped set up to cater for families living 
with special needs and mental health 
issues. I also established the Malaysian 
Society of Clinical Psychology in 2010 
and am the Founding President. In 2011, 
I was a finalist for the Inaugural Murdoch 
University Distinguished Alumni Awards. 
I‘m very grateful to Murdoch University for 
my training and personal development, 
as well as for the recognition given to me. 
My years at Murdoch helped prepare me 
well for my current career.

Kelly Paris 
(bachelor of arts, 2003, graduate diploma in 
education, 2004, postgraduate certificate, 
2012, Master of education, 2012)

As a young teenage mother, I began at 
Murdoch in 1999 working towards a 
General Arts degree, before switching to 
English in 2000 in the hopes of cracking 
into journalism. I graduated in 2002, and 
when things didn‘t go quite according 
to ‘The Big Plan in My Head’, began a 
Graduate Diploma in Education, which I 
finished in 2004. After working as a high 
school English teacher for seven years, I 
began a Postgraduate Certificate in Gifted 
and Talented Education in 2011 and 
have recently completed my Master of 
Education. All of my tertiary qualifications 
have been done through Murdoch – I 
wouldn’t go anywhere else. I’m now in 
charge of the English department at the 
brand new Baldivis Secondary College, 
and am moving from strength to strength!

Alicia Mule 
(bachelor of communications [Media studies], 
2004)

After working in Perth radio for several 
years, I combined my years on the 
Murdoch University campus with the 
family business to enhance student 
experiences across Australia! My parents 
started Aroma Cafe in 1996 and I begged 
them to enter the university market 
by opening their first education outlet 
at Murdoch. Luckily it ended up being 
really popular (not just amongst my 
own friends), and seeing the potential 
for growth, I joined the family business 
full time. We now have 52 stores across 
WA, SA and VIC and our first QLD cafe 
is opening at Queensland University of 
Technology in Brisbane in February 2013.
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We'd love to know what you've been doing since graduation. Send us your story: alumni@murdoch.edu.au

Clare Mckay 
(bachelor of science (hons), 2005)

I graduated in 2005 with a Bachelor of 
Science (Hons) in Molecular Biology and 
Biomedicine. I did not need to learn a 
new layout for my first job, as I started 
working in veterinary pathology at 
Murdoch. After a year, I moved on to 
Ozgene, where I worked for four years, 
starting off as a Research Assistant before 
becoming the genotyping coordinator. 
I then decided that I wanted a different 
lifestyle, so went back to university, 
where I am currently completing my 
Master of Medical Radiations (at Monash). 
I will qualify as a radiation therapist in 
mid 2013.

Andrew Winzer 
(phd Marine science, 2007)  

I worked for the Western Rock Lobster 
Council from 2007 to 2009 as Project 
Manager for the industry peak body. 
Since 2009, I have been with Fortescue 
Metals Group as a Senior Approvals 
Advisor. I manage ongoing and expansion 
approvals for Port Hedland’s Inner and 
Outer Harbour. This involves overseeing 
baseline studies, e.g. terrestrial flora and 
fauna surveys, marine fauna surveys, 
benthic habitat surveys, noise and dust 
modelling, sediment plume models, 
geophysical surveys, geotechnical 
surveys, conducting impact assessments 
and liaising with key stakeholders 
(government and community). In order to 
compile the raft of information required 
to satisfy the approvals process, I work 
in tandem with engineers, geologists, 
metallurgists, hydrogeologists and 
traditional owners, which makes for an 
extremely challenging role. 

I have also worked in the field of 
exploration and mining approvals, 
which is an entirely different challenge. I 
consider myself fortunate to be working 
in the mining industry, however I intend 
to take on a similar role in the oil and gas 
industry at some stage in the future.

Adrian Carroll 
(bachelor of commerce, 2008) 

I graduated from Murdoch University 
in 2008 after completing a Bachelor of 
Commerce [Marketing Management]. 
I joined Landgate as part of their 
Graduate Development Program in 
2008. I have worked in various areas 
since then, including valuation services, 
registrations, commercial services and 
consultancy and product management. 
I’m now back working in valuation 
services and looking forward to studying 
a Master of Property next year to become 
a Valuer.

Vikas Marimuthu Saraswathi 
(Master of science [information Technology], 
2010, graduate diploma, 2010) 

I graduated in 2010 with a Master of 
Network Management and Security and 
am now working as a Security Engineer 
at Symantec Corporation in India, 
providing network security to more than 
100 Fortune 500 companies.

Rob Da Re 
(bachelor of science, 2010) 

My degree from Murdoch gave me a 
qualification, experience and knowledge 
of network security. Thanks to Murdoch, 
I will never forget my time in Perth. I 
studied BCompSci – Internetworking 
and Security and a Cyber Forensics 
Minor. Since then, I have worked for a 
Melbourne-based IT consulting company 
and have won contracts with John 
Deere, Lexus, Ford, Mitsubishi, mining 
companies and health companies to 
manage their networks and computer 
systems. In April 2012, I purchased a 
cloud backup business and integrated it 
into my consulting side, took on a full-
time employee and subcontractors and 
moved into an office in Balcatta.

Azlan Mohamed Noh 
(bachelor of laws, bachelor of Mass 
communication, 2011) 

I graduated in 2011 with a Bachelor 
of Laws and a Bachelor of Mass 
Communication. In professional service 
industries such as law, students nearing 
the end of their degrees will often 
undertake vacation work at private law 
firms or governmental organisations 
during their winter and summer breaks. 
I was no different. After completing one 
of those short-term positions with the 
commercial firm Middletons, I was able 
to secure a graduate position there in 
June, 2010. I then graduated at the end 
of 2010 and commenced my graduate 
position with Middletons in March, 
2011. After rotating through Middletons’ 
disputes and corporate practice groups, 
I eventually embarked upon a career as 
a lawyer within Middletons’ corporate 
group.

I have kept in touch with my former 
lecturers at the School of Law. I have 
even acted twice as a coach for students 
participating in a debating (moot) 
competition about international law. I 
can confidently say that the calibre of 
the students coming through Murdoch 
never ceases to amaze.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at 
Murdoch. The lecturers in both the Law 

and Mass Communication disciplines 
not only taught me how to find the right 
answers, but to ask the right questions. 
Being a relatively small University, I got to 
know each lecturer on a personal level, 
and this further enhanced my university 
experience. Murdoch University receives 
my utmost recommendation.

Kadir Ayyildiz 
(Master of science [information Technology], 
2012)

I was born in Istanbul, one of the most 
mysterious places on Earth. After 
graduating as a computer engineer in 
2006, I decided to change my life and 
moved to Australia, land of peace. Even 
though I had heard of the beauty of 
Australia, I came to admire this beautiful 
country. I studied Business Advertising 
and Marketing at Cambridge International 
College. In 2009, I joined Murdoch 
University, recently graduating with a 
Master of Science in IT. Now I am looking 
for new opportunities in Australia. In my 
private life, things have changed rapidly. 
I met a Taiwanese girl, unexpectedly, and 
quickly fell in love with her, and we now 
have a sweet baby.

Eileen Wong Mei Juan 
(bachelor of commerce, 2012) 

After graduating from Murdoch 
University, I co-founded the company 
Booxify, a subscription box service in 
Singapore. The concept of Booxify is to 
revolutionise the way products are being 
introduced to consumers. This is a new 
arm in the marketing industry. I’m very 
happy to know that I have been able to 
apply what I learned at Murdoch almost 
immediately to my business. 
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alumni contacts
If you’re a graduate of Murdoch University in any degree, diploma or certificate 
then you are one of our wonderful alumni! Chances are that wherever life has 
taken you, you’ll find fellow Murdochians somewhere nearby! Our groups and 
chapters would love to hear from you. If none of the groups below is close or suits 
your interests you might like to consider starting one yourself – and we are here 
to help! Alumni Relations can assist with contacting alumni in your area or from an 
old sporting group or even from the School or degree you studied in. 

For more information, see our website at 
http://ace.murdoch.edu.au/chapterswindow.html

PERtH-bAsEd AluMni ContACts, 
GRouPs & CHAPtERs

school of Management and Governance
Steve Klomp
Telephone: +61 8 9360 7610 or 
Mobile: +61 417 184 789
Email: S.Klomp@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.mbs.murdoch.edu.au/

school of Veterinary and life sciences

Environmental and Conservation Sciences
Professor Neal Enright
Telephone: +61 8 9360 6003
Email: N.enright@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.environment.murdoch.edu.au

College of Veterinary Medicine
Bree Johnston 
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2731
Email: B.johnston@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.vetalumni.murdoch.edu.au

school of Engineering and information 
technology
Professor Parisa Arabzadeh Bahri 
Telephone: +61 8 9360 7227
Email: P.Bahri@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.see.murdoch.edu.au/

school of law
Fiona Peters
Telephone: +61 8 9360 6820
Email: F.peters@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.law.murdoch.edu.au/

school of Psychology and 
Exercise science
Dr Helen Correia
Telephone: +61 9360 2290
Email: H.Correia@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.psychology.murdoch.edu.au

Masterclass
Ashleigh Forrest
Telephone: +61 8 9360 6221
Email: A.Forrest@murdoch.edu.au

AustRAliAn ContACts

Melbourne 
Linda Whittaker
Email: jonlindammy@iprimus.com.au

sydney
Rajendra Rajkumar
Telephone: +61 4 0670 8217
Email: raj09r@yahoo.com
 

intERnAtionAl AluMni CHAPtERs, 
intEREst GRouPs And ContACts

botswana
Daniel C Malumbela
Telephone: +267 7120 2683
Email: dmalumbela@debswana.bw

dubai
Kristina Estero
kristina.estero@murdochdubai.ac.ae
Telephone: +971 (4) 4355700 ext 237
Email: kristina.estero@murdochdubai.ac.ae

France
Serge Lambert 
Telephone: +33 (0) 4 93 58 54 17 
Mobile: +33 (0) 6 03 35 64 17
Email: koningsbergs1@orange.fr

indonesia
Nita Jodana
Telephone: +62 21 23519 522
Email: nita.jodana@daimler.com

Japan
Keiko Takasawa
Email: idaimae@comet.ocn.ne.jp 

Malaysia
Adrian Ong
President – Murdoch University Alumni 
Malaysian Chapter
Email: adrianongleo@unifi.my
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/6454647660/

singapore
Darrell Ee
Telephone: +65 9639 0365
Email: eedarrell@yahoo.com.sg

spencer teng – President
Telephone: +65 8113 1313
Email: steng8@yahoo.com.sg
https://www.facebook.com/#!/
murdochalumnisg?fref=ts

thailand
Somsak Soonthornnawaphat
Telephone: +66 1 754 4548
Email: sam.nacon@gmail.com

new York, usA
Andy Daulatzai
Email: daulatz@myway.com

For further information please contact:

Alumni Relations office
Murdoch University
Telephone: +61 8 9360 6668
Email: alumni@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.murdoch.edu.au/Alumni
Murdoch Alumni LinkedIn Group: 
http:www.linkedin.com/
groups?gid=167739&trk=hb_side_g 

M
D

Jn
o7

98
7/

02
/1

3/
C

C
PR


