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G
azetteWill your pet be the first Vet Trust Animal Ambassador?

Animals supporting animals
All pets are special. At the Murdoch University Veterinary Trust 

we think all pets are not only special, but stars. 

A big part of our role is to help improve the 
way animals can be treated and cared for. 
Our new Animal Ambassador program is an 
opportunity for your pet to not only be a star 
in your eyes, but also to a whole community 
of animal lovers! The next animal ambassador 
will help us enrich the lives of other pets and 
their owners by being part of promoting and 
supporting the health and welfare of animals. 
To celebrate the launch of this program, 
we are opening up applications to our Vet 
Gazette subscribers. Your pet can become the 
first Vet Trust Animal Ambassador!

We really want to hear all about your pet. 
Share their special personality traits, quirky 
habits or crazy antics. Let us know about any 
special stories or moments you’ve shared with 
them and don’t forget to send us a favourite 
photo of your pet. Entry is open to all types 
of pets – all creatures great and small. 

This isn’t a beauty contest! Every pet is 
gorgeous to us. Each year’s Ambassador 
will be chosen for very different reasons. 
We want to hear about your furry (or not so 
furry) friend’s story, a journey they have been 
through, or an adventure they have taken. 

Although we will love sharing your pet’s 
story with other animal lovers, the most 
important task of the Animal Ambassador is 
to help spread the word on important health 
issues that affect animals. We’re sure your 
pet will agree that this is an important role to 
undertake. The Vet Trust Animal Ambassador 

will feature in a story in the Vet Gazette to 
highlight specific animal health and welfare 
issues, and may highlight some of the work 
the Vet Trust is doing to support this too.

The Ambassador will also be asked to be 
part of a specific project to promote pet 
health education, a fundraising campaign or 
a special event. All projects will be agreed to 
by both pet and owner of course. 

Studio Noah shares the Veterinary Trust’s love 
of animals, and we are proud that they have 
chosen to partner with us for this program. 
Studio Noah is a specialist pet photography 
company. They love to photograph the 
special bond between people and their pets, 
capturing their quirky personalities along  
the way. To say a big thank you for sharing  
your pet’s story, we will send each 
nomination a pack of Studio Noah greeting 
cards. The pet selected to be our Animal 
Ambassador will receive a complimentary 
Studio Noah photography session and 
25x20cm photograph. 

To nominate your pet to be our next 
Animal Ambassador either visit our website 
http://goto.murdoch.edu.au/Animal 
Ambassador, or give us a call and we can 
send you a brochure. We hope to choose 
our very first Animal Ambassador early in 
2015, so please ask your pet if they might 
like to help us with the very important task of 
representing their animal friends and send in 
your nomination. 



College of Veterinary Medicine Class of 2013 at their Registration Day Ceremony.

As we get closer to the time of year when 
our final year veterinary students complete 
their studies and register with the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Board, other students of the 
Murdoch University College of Veterinary 
Medicine start to think about their own 
journey so far. It is also a time when they 
reflect on how there is so much more to 
being a veterinary student than just learning 
veterinary medicine.

Sherrilynn is now two years into her five 
year veterinary degree. Like a large number 
of students who study veterinary medicine, 
Sherrilynn knew she wanted to enter the 
veterinary profession from a young age. She 
was raised in an environment surrounded 
by pets such as horses, dogs and cats, and 
has always enjoyed caring for and managing 
animals. “As children we’re often taught 
our values and morals using animals as 
representatives through various media,” says 
Sherrilynn. “I believe that from such a young 
age the aspiration to maintain animal health 
and welfare, for many budding veterinarians, 
marries well with science and questioning 
how and why things work the way they do”. 
That may be why Sherrilynn grew up wanting 
to be a vet, but she knew the journey into vet 
school wasn’t going to be easy. Sherrilynn’s 
dream of becoming a veterinarian was 
instilled after speaking with a current staff 
member of the College at a careers expo 
during her teenage years. Sherrilynn credits 
the enthusiasm and genuine perspective 
shown to her at the expo as the turning point 
to re-igniting her passion, and gaining the 
direction and desire to achieve the results 
required to enter Murdoch University’s 
veterinary program. 

Chloe has just completed her fourth year 
of vet school and is looking forward to the 
challenges and experiences her final year at 
the College will bring next year. Chloe shares, 
“When you first meet someone and tell them 
you are studying veterinary medicine, it’s 
uncanny how often people respond by saying 
that they always wanted to be a vet when 
they were growing up. I think that is one of 
the many things that makes this profession so 
special. I’m fortunate to be entering such a 
highly regarded profession, and hope I can 
live up to community expectations as  
a veterinarian”.

To make the most of their time at vet school, 
Sherrilynn and Chloe have chosen to attend 
student events and join student groups like 
the Vet Trust Student Ambassador program. 
As part of the Vet Trust Ambassador program 
Sherrilynn has been able to get a perspective 
of the College other than that of a student. 

One of her favourite parts of being a Vet Trust 
Ambassador has been the ability to attend 
both College and veterinary professional 
events. By attending these events Sherrilynn 
has been able to gain an overview of the 
student milestones she will one day be part 
of and also been able to meet practicing 
veterinarians. Sherrilynn says, “Through 
events with the Veterinary Trust I’ve not 
only been able to form valuable friendships 
with students from other year groups such 
as Chloe, Kerri and Eunice, who are brilliant 
mentors, but have had the opportunity to 
meet those within the veterinary industry 
and see how I will be able to remain 
involved with the University after I graduate. 
I have also been able to see first-hand what 
value the generous donors to the Vet Trust 
contribute by being a part of ceremonies 
that celebrate student milestones and 
award prizes, and events that celebrate vital 
resources and equipment utilised by myself 
and other students around the College and 
within the hospital.”

Is this your pet’s future veterinarian?
A behind the scenes look at the journey so far for two veterinary students. Where will their 
veterinary adventures take them?

Sherrilynn and fellow students Eunice & Kayleigh. Their welcoming smiles and hard work help make College  
events successful.



As well as being Vet Trust Ambassadors both 
Sherrilynn and Chloe have been involved in 
various student and industry groups during 
their time at Murdoch. Sherrilynn has been 
involved in various student Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs) and the Murdoch Veterinary 
Students Association (MVSA). Chloe has 
also been involved in SIGs and this year 
was the Equine Veterinarians Australia 
student representative at Murdoch. These 
extracurricular activities along with the 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition supported Veterinary 
Professional Life (VPL) course, which is 
part of vet students’ curriculum, help give 
students vital experience in developing skills 
and qualities to aid them in their future 
veterinary careers. Skills such as organisation, 
communication, leadership, and business 
are vitally important in ensuring a fulfilling 
career for future veterinarians. 

When asked what her favourite part of vet 
school is so far, Sherrilynn says there are 
many aspects of the veterinary degree that 
she enjoys, but any subject that allows her 
to draw on information she is given and to 
utilise and apply knowledge she has already 
learnt to determine an outcome is the most 
fulfilling. She also finds the practical side 
of the course very rewarding and enjoys 
attending extramural farm practicals, 
otherwise known as pracs. During their time 
at the College students attend at least eight 
weeks of pracs to gain an understanding 
of different production systems, clinical 
settings and the role veterinarians play 
within different industries. Sherrilynn says, 
“I am very fortunate and appreciative to 
have gained such amazing experiences 
and have developed important skills from 
knowledgeable individuals within various 
industries. Having the opportunity to apply 
the theoretical knowledge I have gained 
so far has not only challenged me, but is 
something that I look forward to in my 
clinical years of study.”

As Chloe approaches her final year and 
Sherrilynn heads into the clinical years of 
study, their reflections on what they have 
already experienced and will experience in 
the future are mixed with both excitement 
and expectation. Before Chloe enters her 
final year she is visiting the UK to spend time 
as an extern at one of the largest equine 
veterinary practices in Europe. Chloe says, 
“A busy equine hospital is exactly where I 
see myself upon graduation, and while the 
prospect of this challenge is daunting, what 
better way than baptism by fire.” 

When entering vet school Sherrilynn was also 
intent on becoming an equine veterinarian. 
After the experiences she has had so far 
this has already changed. Now Sherrilynn is 
leaning towards a career in mixed animal/

It’s ok to follow a pack. Dog’s do it, horses do 
it, birds do it – and now so do we. We love 
connecting with you, people who care about 
animal health and welfare as much as we do. 
So we’ve finally landed in the wonderful land 
of Facebook – a place where we can keep you 
updated about what we’re all about and what 
we’re doing. 

We would love you to head over to our page 
www.facebook.com/MUVetTrust. Just click 
the Like button and you’ll be the first to hear 
about the important and growing work the Vet 
Trust is supporting. See you online!

Visit the Vet Trust online
Yep, we’re finally on Facebook!

production animal practice. But there are 
still three years to go before Sherrilynn’s 
graduation and plenty of time to discover a 
new passion. With Chloe almost at the end of 
her student journey she contemplates, “Over 
the four years my classmates and I have 
already spent together, each of us has started 
to discover our niche in practice. That’s 
another thing that makes this profession 
so special – its diversity. As I approach this 
transition to my final year with anticipation  
I am also very grateful for the opportunity to 
be studying such a well-rounded degree, and 
if all goes to plan, becoming part of a highly 
respected and exciting profession”. 

Perhaps Sherrilynn or Chloe will be your pet’s 
future vet!

Vet students Courtney and Chloe at the Clinic Coats Ceremony in 2013.
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Gifts to the Murdoch University Veterinary Trust will improve the health and welfare of animals,  
today and in the future... 

Thank you for caring
How your generous donation was used this year

Each year donors and supporters like you help 
us improve the way animals can be treated 
and cared for. We do this by purchasing new 
equipment, improving education programs 
and investing in research. We would love to 
do more!

We need your help to establish the College of 
Veterinary Medicine’s Clinical Skills Centre  
in 2015.  

As the first veterinary school in Australia 
to receive international accreditation, the 
Murdoch University College of Veterinary 
Medicine is committed to “International 
Excellence in Veterinary Science” to provide 
the highest standards of undergraduate, 
post-graduate and continuing veterinary 
education. This exciting and state of 
the art new facility will do just that by 
enabling students to have a hands-on 

Will you help us?
Support a new state of the art Clinical Skills Centre for our students

Your donation can fund the next research breakthrough, prepare new 
veterinarians to deliver world-class care and provide equipment and 
expertise for the most difficult veterinary cases.

100% of every dollar given goes to key priorities in the School.

Please help us help animals.

Name .............................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone ............................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................

My donation amount ($) ................................................................

and independent learning experience by 
continuously practicing clinical skills utilising a 
range of models and equipment. By providing 
this Clinical Skills Centre the students learning 
experience will be enhanced as they build a 
repertoire of procedures, knowledge and skills 
in a simulated environment. It will also serve 
to train students in adult learning practices 
that they will carry with them into their 
veterinary professional lives.

As the Centre will be utilised by all year 
groups, students will be doing similar tasks 
alongside more advanced students, being 
reminded of their need to revise foundation 
knowledge throughout their course. Less 
advanced students will see first-hand, and 
from their peers, the value and applications of 
their current curriculum.

Your gift of any size will get us one step closer 
to opening this Centre. Please use the  
enclosed donation coupon if would like to 
make a tax deductible donation or to request 
any further information. 
Thank you!

Rescue Animal Vet Care  
2.81%

Awards & Scholarships  
19.85%

Education 
27.65%

Equipment 
47.12%

Research  
2.57%

I’d like more information on:

 Leaving a gift in my will  Regular committed giving

Payment method:

 Visa  Master Card

Cardholder's Name .......................................................................

Signature ......................................................................................

Card Expiry Date   /   

Credit Card                 


