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azetteSnoopy and Berti enjoying some sunshine with Murdoch University veterinary students.

Generosity on Show

The generosity of the Western Australian 
community was showcased recently as people 
banded together to help horses in need. 

August, Berti, Patrick, Secret and Snoopy were 
five of the horses badly burnt in January’s 
South West bush fires. After being trapped 
near the town of Yarloop and sustaining 
second and third degree burns, they were 
transferred to Murdoch University Veterinary 
Hospital’s Equine Centre for extensive 
treatment by a specialist team of vets, nurses 
and students, headed by Dr Rachael Smith. 

Support for the horses was overwhelming 
with donations of food, bedding and medical 
supplies as well as financial aid to help 
with the care of the horses. Dr Annemarie 
Cullimore, registrar in Equine Medicine said 
“The donations just poured in from day one 
and we were really overwhelmed with the 
amount of support that people gave.”

“Within three days, $48,000 had been raised 
through a GoFundMe page to help treat 
the horses, and many items were purchased 
outright by members of the public and 
dropped off to our premises for forwarding 
on.”

The horses sustained burns to their heads, 
legs and bodies which were cleaned and 
bandaged everyday by a team that at times 

consisted of four vets, three nurses and 
around seven veterinary students.

Veterinary student Courtney Ludwig was one 
of a handful of students who were able to 
assist with the care of the horses. “Having had 
no experience with injuries sustained from 
natural disasters, it was a shock to see the 
extent of the wounds on the horses that had 
been caught up in the fires” said Courtney.

“One horse in particular (August) was in the 
worst condition and had some horrific injuries. 
To have him and the other horses recover so 
well is a testament to the veterinarians and 
staff that worked hard to treat them.”

Part of August’s treatment involved 
performing hydrosurgery on the worst 
affected area of his wounds using the Versajet 
hydrosurgery system performed by Dr Smith. 
The Versajet system allows the surgeon to 
precisely select, excise and evacuate non-
viable tissue, bacteria and contaminants from 
wounds and burns. It creates a clean smooth 
wound bed and enhances the preservation 
of living tissue during surgical debridement. 
Thanks to this treatment, August’s wound 
healing was greatly enhanced by a much 
healthier wound environment. 
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(cont from page 1) 
Generosity on Show 
After receiving six weeks of intensive treatment 
and lots of love and affection by Murdoch staff 
and students, August, Berti, Patrick, Secret and 
Snoopy were released back to their owners. A 
brief period of sun protection was needed to 
protect their new skin while allowing hair and 
pigment to grow back but all five horses will 
be able to return to a normal life.

In addition to their studies undertaken during 
the semester, Murdoch University’s veterinary 
students are required to complete 11 weeks of 
extramural study. These placements are made 
possible by supportive veterinary practitioners 
across Australia who host our students. 

Bullsbrook, Drovers and Midland Veterinary 
Hospitals, owned by partners Dr Martine van 
Boeijen, Dr Christine Edwards and Dr Wayne 
Shipham, are some of the practices who 
volunteer their time to provide their expertise 
and host Murdoch vet students in their clinics.  

A representative from the group of practices 
said “The veterinary community is important 
to us and we enjoy being able to impart our 
knowledge and experience onto the students.” 

“We see learning as a two way street. We’ve 
learnt a tremendous amount from the students 
and we enjoy being able to interact with them 
on a different level. Our focus in our business 
is on achieving a high standard of patient care 
and client service and we want the students to 
form part of that journey.”

These placements give students practical 
experience in real life settings and allow them 
to make professional contacts before they head 
out into the workplace. 

“My extramural placement at Midland Vet 
Hospital gave me exposure to the processes 
of consultation and surgery, which we do not 
often see in the earlier years of the degree,” 
said second year student Hamish Derrick. “I 
also saw a range of very interesting diagnostic 
techniques, the standout for me being a 
cardiac ultrasound.”

 “The most beneficial aspect of the experience 
was the interaction I had with the vets 
themselves. Witnessing first-hand the passion 
with which they care for their patients makes 
me very excited to join the profession.”

Murdoch recognises professional 
volunteer support

 Aware of the valuable and essential 
contribution these practices provide in 
support of the training of veterinary 
students, Drs Melinda Bell and Cristy 
Secombe with the support of the College 
of Veterinary Medicine Principal, Professor 
Peter Irwin, created Partners in Veterinary 
Education (PIVE).

PIVE is a way of formally recognising the 
practices that provide a large number of 
student placements each year and offer a 
high standard of learning opportunities for 
the students. 

PIVE members are acknowledged in a 
number of ways including the title of 
“Adjunct Clinical Teacher” for the practice’s 
veterinarian who provides the majority of 
the external teaching responsibilities. 

“The Adjunct Clinical Teacher title is formal 
recognition by the University of the contribution 
to clinical teaching that these practitioners make” 
said Dr Bell.

The scheme aims to strengthen relationships 
between Murdoch University and extramural 
placement providers. Without the assistance 
of these professional volunteers, Murdoch 
veterinary students would struggle to complete 
the extramural requirements of the veterinary 
degree. 

Feedback suggests the introduction of the PIVE 
program is being well received with one practice 
owner noting “Being invited to join the PIVE 
program means a huge amount to us. It’s very 
rewarding to get acknowledgment of what we’re 
doing”.

“The transformation of these horses from 
the day they were brought into the hospital 
to the day they were able to go home was 
incredible” said Courtney. 

Horse owner Debbie Byett expressed her 
gratitude to the staff at The Equine Centre 
saying “We are so lucky with what these 
guys (Equine Centre) have done, otherwise 
I don’t think our horses would have been 
able to survive”.



Recognising and rewarding student excellence 
is an important part of enhancing the student 
journey at Murdoch University and our annual 
Award Ceremonies are one of many occasions 
we’re able to show this.

At the School of Veterinary and Life Sciences 
Award Ceremony, students from all areas of 
the school are awarded for their hard work 
and outstanding efforts with prizes and 
scholarships. In the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, 14 prizes and 6 scholarships and 
awards are presented to undergraduate 
and postgraduate students to celebrate a 
variety of academic, research and personal 
achievements. 

These prizes, scholarships and awards have all 
been generously donated by organisations and 
individuals who wish to inspire and encourage 
excellence in our students. 

One of these is the Vet Alumni 4th Year 
Scholarship. The fourth year of the veterinary 
program marks an increased focus in clinical 
science and comes with significant additional 
hard work and expenses. This $1000 
scholarship was established through donations 
from Murdoch University Veterinary Alumni 
to provide support for a student entering 
their fourth year who is facing demonstrable 
economic hardship.  

A previous recipient of the Vet Alumni 4th 
Year Scholarship says “At a time when there 
are numerous expenses, ever-increasing course 
loads and limited opportunities to work more, 
the generous financial assistance provided 
through this scholarship has made it a great 
deal easier for me to purchase the books, 
surgery kits, uniforms etc. required for the 
year ahead.”

Vet Students recognised for their hard 
work and excellence

Murdoch University veterinary student Vanessa Lian receiving her prize from Dr Murray A. Chapman

“As well as being a great financial support, 
it is lovely to receive such encouragement 
entering into the most challenging years of 
the veterinary degree. The scholarship has 
not only helped me afford course-related 
expenses but it has allowed me to continue 
to focus on maintaining a high standard of 
achievement in my studies.” 

“I feel very fortunate to have been awarded 
this scholarship and I am extremely grateful 
for your generosity.”

If you would like to support the Vet Alumni 
4th Year Scholarship, or if you would like 
more information on establishing a prize 
or scholarship for veterinary students, 
please visit http://goto.murdoch.edu.au/
vetprizes. 

Any students wishing to apply for a 
scholarship should visit the scholarships 
website http://goto.murdoch.edu.au/
Scholarships.  

Courtney Wright with Dr Susan BeetsonBeng Chua with Dr Stephanie Godfrey



D
W

92
9 

05
/1

6

Gifts to the Murdoch University Veterinary Trust will improve the health and welfare of animals,  
today and in the future... 

Your donation can fund the next research breakthrough, prepare new 
veterinarians to deliver world-class care and provide equipment and 
expertise for the most difficult veterinary cases.

100% of every dollar given goes to key priorities in the School.

Please help us help animals.

Name .............................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone ............................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................

My donation amount ($) ................................................................

Can you help?
Each year, many donors and supporters help 
us to improve the way animals can be treated 
and cared for. We do this in many ways, such 
as purchasing new equipment, improving 
our education programs and investing in 
research. 

We would love to do more, and with 
supporters like you, we can: with the right 
equipment, facilities, research or expertise. 
With your support, we are one step closer 
to funding the next research breakthrough, 
preparing new veterinarians to care for the 
many different kinds of animals they may see 
in their careers, and providing the equipment 
and expertise that could save the life of an 
animal. Perhaps even your beloved pet. 

Your gift, in any form and of any size, will 
get us one step closer to making a difference. 
Please use the enclosed donation coupon if 
would like to make a tax deductible donation 
or to request any further information.

Thank you!

I’d like more information on:

 Leaving a gift in my will  Regular committed giving

Payment method:

 Visa  Master Card

Cardholder's Name .......................................................................

Signature ......................................................................................

Card Expiry Date   /   

Credit Card                 

Mark your calendars for Sunday 18th September – 
the Dog N Jog is on again! It’s the perfect chance 
to have fun with your pooch, enjoy a healthy jog 
(or walk) and take in the sights of the native flora 
and fauna of our beautiful campus. 

Last year, Murdoch was overflowing with happily 
wagging tails at the Annual Dog N Jog Fun Run. 
More than 150 delightful dogs and their owners 
were eager to get moving and enjoy a walk, 
jog or run around the 4km and 8km tracks at 
Murdoch’s beautiful South Street campus. 

Staff, students, members of the community and a 
number of dog clubs were among the many sets 
of legs that crossed the finish line on the bright 
and sunny Sunday morning. 

2015 veterinary graduate Emily Swan attended 
the 2015 Dog N Jog with classmate Katharine 
Lake and dogs Coco, Bangers and Boots. Emily 
said, “I had a fun time at the event, it was a nice 
way to spend a weekend morning and take a bit 
of break from the stress of final year. It was a very 
social morning and quite a number of people had 

organised to come and do the walk with friends.”

“Initially Bangers was a bit overwhelmed by all 
of the other dogs and wouldn’t stop barking, but 
once the event actually got underway and we 
started walking he really enjoyed himself and the 
two of them (Bangers and Coco) did their best to 
keep up with Boots.”

The day’s fun and events also included a dog 
agility course kindly managed by the Murdoch 
Veterinary Students Association; a free doggy 
dental check by our 4th year students and 
Murdoch Veterinary Hospital veterinarians; free 
super cool bandanas for all 4 legged entrants and 
some lovely goodies generously supplied by Hill’s 
Pet Nutrition. 

This year, the Dog N Jog is on again and is set to 
be even bigger and better than ever! 

If you would like to register your interest for this 
year’s Dog N Jog, watch the video from last year’s 
event or find out more information, head to the 
Dog N Jog website http://goto.murdoch.edu.
au/dognjog. 

The Dog n Jog is on again!

2015 Veterinary Graduates Emily Swan and Katharine Lake at 
the 2015 Dog N Jog with Coco, Bangers & Boots


