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Supporting critical care at Murdoch 
helps save Bronson’s life

Bronson on life support

Bronson, a 2 year old Staffordshire 
Terrier, was referred to The Animal 
Hospital at Murdoch University for 
further care after he was hit by two cars. 

Bronson escaped from his house and 
before the owner could catch him, he 
was hit by a car. Bronson got up to run 
away and was hit by a second car, going 
in the opposite direction. 

Bronson spent the night in The Animal 
Hospital’s Intensive Care Unit (ICU), 
closely watched by Dr Melissa Claus 
and the critical care team. By the next 
morning it was apparent that Bronson’s 
breathing was becoming more and 
more laboured. The decision was made 
to put him on life support.

Bronson was anaesthetised and attached 
to a critical care ventilator, which is 
a specialised machine that carefully 
delivers breaths to a patient when they 
cannot breathe on their own. In 2008, 
the Murdoch University Veterinary 
Trust received a generous gift from 
Mr Terry Crommelin to purchase its 
first critical care ventilator. This gift 
dramatically improved the ICU’s ability 
to care for injured animals, and since 

then the hospital has prioritised having 
a ventilator. The current ventilator was 
acquired from Charles Gardner Hospital 
3 years ago and is frequently used in 
the ICU.

Bronson required life support ventilation 
for two full days before he started to 
show signs that his lungs were healing. 
During this time, Bronson’s blood 
clotting ability was also continually 
monitored thanks to funding support 
provided by the Murdoch University 
Veterinary Trust. 

Despite having extensive internal and 
external wounds, Bronson continued to 
make strong progress and went home 
to his family by Day 6. At his two week 
recheck, there was no sign of lung injury 
and his skin wounds were 90% healed!

“I can honestly say I was amazed with 
the care Bronson received. This was all 
made possible by the 24 hour support 
he received at the Murdoch vet hospital 
and their amazing staff. We can’t thank 
you all enough!!” said Bronson’s owner, 
Ms Cassy Smith. 

Continued next page...



Critical care at Murdoch  
continued from page 1....
Dr Claus is quick to share the credit for Bronson’s amazing recovery. 

“We want to thank all of the donors to the Veterinary Trust. Donations for 

veterinary equipment and research can help us to deliver life-saving treatment 

for challenging cases like Bronson. Best of all, as part of a teaching hospital, 

these gifts help to educate a future generation of veterinarians so that they 

are able to deliver better care for pets in the future.”
Bronson’s happy recovery

Student vets volunteer to treat needy 
dogs in WA’s remote communities

(Left to Right) Rueben Welke, Kirstyn Van Staden, Caitlin Pickles, Dr Peter Ricci, Chloe Hutson, 
April Hand, Dr Nicole Laing, Freya Heard (VN), Caitlin Hutcheson.

Murdoch’s Canine Spay/Neutering 
Outreach Program in Remote and Regional 
Western Australia will grow thanks to 
a generous donation from program 
founder, Emeritus Professor Ian Robertson, 
support from collaborators including the 
Nirrumbuk Aboriginal Corporation and 
a three-year pledge of support from the 
Western Australian Government, as part of 
the Wild Dog Alliance action plan.

The outreach program brings final year 
veterinary students to remote and regional 
communities to operate a temporary 
mobile sterilisation service under the 
supervision of qualified veterinarians from 
the College of Veterinary Medicine. Led 
by Dr Nicole Laing, the program runs four 
trips to the Kimberley and Goldfields, with 
35-40 veterinary final year students helping 
to spay or neuter around 200-400 dogs a 
year. In 2018 the College hopes to double 
the number of trips to remote regions.

Dr Laing shares, “Too many untreated 
dogs is unhealthy—for both animals and 
the community. The animals may have 
untreated skin conditions or parasites, as 
well as diseases that humans can catch 
from animals. Additionally, unneutered 
animals can breed with wild dogs leading 
to attacks on livestock and other dogs.” 

She continues, “We are grateful to the 
Western Australian Government for its 
pledge of support. We look forward to 
partnering with members of the Wild Dog 
Alliance and helping to achieve the goals 
of the action plan. Our program improves 
animal and community health, reduces 
uncontrolled breeding, and helps to 
preserve the pure dingo breed.”

Emeritus Professor Robertson and his wife 
Dr Cathy Robertson donated $50,000 to 
the Murdoch University Veterinary Trust to 
support the program in the future.

Donations to the outreach program can 
be used to purchase new equipment and 
materials and can help expand the service 
to other areas. Please consider a donation 
to improve the health of dogs and people 
in remote communities.

“This program is win, win, win. It’s a win for the animals that get the treatment they 
need. It’s a win for the communities who do not have regular access to veterinary 

services, and it’s a win for our students who gain surgery and communication skills.” 

“We made a gift to the Murdoch University Veterinary Trust because we know firsthand 
the difference this program makes and wanted to see it continue and grow.” 

Emeritus Professor Ian Robertson 
and Dr Cathy Robertson



Recognising the care and 
devotion of veterinarians

Welcoming  
Clara Millet to the 
Veterinary Trust
Clara Millet has joined the Veterinary Trust 
as a Development Officer while Margo 
Darbyshire has taken another role within 
the University. Clara, a native of Barcelona, 
Spain, joined Murdoch University in 2013. 
Clara wanted to become a veterinarian as 
a child, and is excited to work with our 
donors and partners who share her love of 
animals and passion for veterinary science 
and education. You can contact Clara at 
vettrust@murdoch.edu.au or 9360 2699.

Give online to the 
Murdoch University 
Veterinary Trust
You can now make a gift to the 
Veterinary Trust online at www.murdoch.
edu.au/donateonline 

The Murdoch University website accepts 
gifts to Veterinary and other causes at the 
University. Type “vet” into the causes field 
and select the area of Veterinary Trust 
which you would like to support. 

This is a newly developed giving website 
and we welcome your feedback at 
vettrust@murdoch.edu.au 

A new prize, the Deborah Tilbury Prize for 
Outstanding Client Communication and 
Devotion to Animal Care, was awarded 
to veterinary student, Curtis Croucamp in 
2016. 

This prize was established by Ray and 
Deborah Tilbury to acknowledge the 
importance of communication skills and 
inspire students to “go the extra mile” 
when dealing with clients and their pets. 
The Tilburys were inspired to give the prize 
by their own positive experience at The 
Animal Hospital at Murdoch University.

“The approach, attitude and obvious 
empathy demonstrated by the staff at The 
Animal Hospital made a great difference 
to us when our cat Blackee was seriously 
injured by a bull. We hope that this prize 
will remind young vets that the way they 

choose to deal with a difficult situation 
can make all the difference in the world to 
owners and their pets.” 

The College of Veterinary Medicine 
is grateful for donations to support 
veterinary prizes and scholarships. 
Veterinary prizes recognise the 
achievement of our hardworking veterinary 
students, and scholarships can offer 
additional support to help them succeed  
in a highly demanding course. If you 
would like to support students with a  
prize or scholarship, please contact  
Clara Millet at 9360 2699.

Vale Emeritus Professor John Howell AO
Murdoch University Veterinary Trust sadly farewells Emeritus Professor John Howell AO 

who was the Foundation Professor of Pathology, commencing at Murdoch in 1974. 

Professor Howell was an internationally renowned researcher into neuromuscular 

disease, a leader in the veterinary profession, and a founding member of the Veterinary 

Trust Board of Directors. In recognition of his contributions to medical and veterinary 

research, Professor Howell was awarded Officer of the Order of Australia in 2000. 

The Murdoch University Veterinary Trust will miss Professor Howell, and will 

remember him with the John Howell Zoo Residency named in his honour, and the 

Foundation Pathologist’s prize awarded annually at the Registration Ceremony. 



D
W

16
96

_9
/1

7

Gifts to the Murdoch University Veterinary Trust will improve the health and welfare of animals,  
today and in the future... 

Your donation can fund the next research breakthrough, prepare new 
veterinarians to deliver world-class care and provide equipment and 
expertise for the most difficult veterinary cases.

100% of every dollar given goes to key priorities in the School.

Please help us help animals.

Name .............................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone ............................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................

My donation amount ($) ................................................................

I’d like more information on:

 Leaving a gift in my will  Regular committed giving

Payment method:

 Visa  Master Card

Cardholder's Name .......................................................................

Signature ......................................................................................

Card Expiry Date   /   

Credit Card                 

Give online at: www.murdoch.edu.au/donateonline

Your gift to support veterinary 
research can improve the 
care of animals in the future
The Caring for Pets Program supports veterinary research to benefit companion animals. 
While veterinary research can play an important role in advancing both human and animal 
health, limited funds are available for research where the primary goal is to benefit pets. 

The Caring for Pets Program was established so that veterinarians and pet owners could make 
a direct impact on the advancement of pet health and welfare. The Caring for Pets Program 
supports companion animal research and has funded investigations into canine lymphoma, 
heart disease, new surgery techniques, liver disease and nutrition.

The Murdoch University Veterinary Trust thanks the many veterinarians and animal lovers who 
participate in the Caring for Pets Program, especially those making a donation in memory 
of beloved pet. If you would like to make a donation to the Caring for Pets Program or learn 
more about making a memorial gift, please contact vettrust@murdoch.edu.au 
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SAVE THE DATE
Sunday 25 March 2018 

Murdoch University, Perth campus 

Come and enjoy fitness and fresh air  
with your four legged friends.  
There will be dog activities,  
freebies and so much more.

For further information,  
or if you or your business  

are interested in being part  
of this exciting event visit  

goto.murdoch.edu.au/dognjog


