
The Chief Jus ce was joined by 
our Founda on Dean, then pro-
fessor and now Jus ce Ralph Sim-
monds who build it all up for us in 
his 12 years as Dean and by two 
of our early alumni and successful 
legal prac oners, David Stewart 
and Mar n Cuerden, SC. You will 
find more on these and other 
events inside this issue.  
This is now the second year of the 
newsle er in this new format. 
That is a good opportunity to say 
“Thank You” to my PA, Fiona Pe-
ters, who, among many other 
things, puts this newsle er to-
gether, layout, content, produc-

on and all.  
I wish all readers of this news-
le er a happy fes ve season and 
a Merry Christmas. 
 
Jürgen Bröhmer  

November already! The year al-
most is over, the Christmas season 
right before us, the semester 
wrapping up, the marking piles 
unsurmountable, results to be 
discussed and anxious students 
wai ng for them. 
This year was marked by the num-
bers 800/40/25. The 800 standing 
for the anniversary of the Magna 
Carta, which we also commemo-
rated in the Law School including 
pu ng on a permanent display an 

official replica of the original doc-
ument. The talks presented by 
our own Joshua Forrester and the 
Chief Jus ce of Western Australia, 
The Hon. Wayne Mar n, are 
memorable moments which also 
highlighted the interes ng phe-
nomenon of what centuries-long 
history can do to a document. 
The 40 stands for the 40th anni-
versary of Murdoch University, 
which opened up its doors as 
Western Australia’s second Uni-
versity in 1975. 
The 25 is the most important 
number for us in the Law School 
as this year the Law School turned 
25. We were fortunate enough to 
have the Chief Jus ce of Australia, 
The Hon. Robert French, cele-
brate the occasion with us as the 
keynote speaker  in a beau ful 
event at the Law School and the 
Kim E Beazley Lecture theatre. 

A Word from the Dean…. I N S I D E  T H I S  
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Anna Copeland, our Clinical Director was awarded the 
ANU Migra on Law Program Award at the Migra on 
Ins tute Australia’s Gala event at the Perth Zoo on 

29th October 2015. 
This award, supported by the ANU College of 
Law, is presented to an individual or group who, 
provides pro-bono advice and/or represents 
clients in cases where the client has no other 
access to advice and/or the client’s case raises a 
wider issue of public interest. 

Anna’s work through our clinical program, and 
the work of all the students and staff in our 
clinical program was acknowledged with this 
award.  Our clinical program assists hundreds of 
asylum seekers and new migrants every year, 
much of this work is done by our law students 
under guidance of our clinic staff lead by Anna. 

The Law School congratulates Anna on her 
achievement. 

For more informa on on our clinical program 
go to h p://www.murdoch.edu.au/School-of-
Law/Clinic-at-Murdoch/  

Anna Copeland wins ANU Migration Law Program Award 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/School-of-Law/Clinic-at-Murdoch/�
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/School-of-Law/Clinic-at-Murdoch/�
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/School-of-Law/Clinic-at-Murdoch/�
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/School-of-Law/Clinic-at-Murdoch/�


On 15 June 2015, the Murdoch University School 
of Law hosted a function celebrating the 800th 
anniversary of the Magna Carta, a document criti-
cal to the development of the rule of law. 

The function was marked by the unveiling of an 
official replica of the Magna Carta by the Hon 
Wayne Martin AC, Chief Justice of Western Aus-
tralia. 

Dean of the Murdoch University School of Law, 
Prof Jurgen Brohmer, welcomed the assembled 
guests, which included Acting Vice Chancellor Prof 
Andrew Taggart, members of Perth’s legal profes-
sion, and staff and students from across Murdoch 
University. Prof Brohmer then introduced Chief 
Justice Martin and law PhD candidate Joshua For-
rester, who each gave insightful speeches con-
cerning the legacy of the Magna Carta. 

The official replica of the Magna Carta is one of a 
limited number made to celebrate the 800th anni-
versary.  

To accompany the official replica, law librarians 
Judith Beach and Alice Hewitt prepared a special 

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  N E W S L E T T E R  

The Murdoch University School of Law’s official replica 

of the Magna Carta along with (L‐R) Prof Andrew Tag‐

gart (Ac ng Vice Chancellor, Murdoch University); Josh‐

ua Forrester (PhD candidate, Murdoch University); Prof 

Jurgen Brohmer (Dean of Law, Murdoch University); 

the Hon Wayne Mar n AC, Chief Jus ce of Western 

Australia.  

collection of works relevant to the constitutional devel-
opment of England and Australia. 

It is hoped that law students passing by the official repli-
ca and the special collection will be reminded of the 
origins of Australia’s legal system, and the influence 
that the Magna Carta exerts to this day. 

Magna Carta Event 



School of Law - 25th Anniversary 
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The Murdoch University School of Law celebrated its 25th anniversary on 15 September 2015.  About 200 guests including 
our guest of honour, The Chief Jus ce of Australia, The Hon. Robert French, our other speakers and the Vice-Chancellor of 
Murdoch University, Professor Andrew Taggart, visited the Law School on a beau ful Tuesday a ernoon for an a ernoon 
tea, mee ng old friends and new people in the Law School’s foyer and having a chat before the crowd moved to the Kim 
Beazley Lecture theatre for the more formal proceedings with the Dean of the Law School, Professor Jürgen Bröhmer ac ng 
as MC.  

The founda on and long-term Dean and Professor and now Jus ce at the Supreme Court of Western Australia, The Hon. 
Ralph Simmonds, kicked off with some insights on establishing a Law School and building up its reputa on.  

Then we had two alumni recoun ng their days at the Law School. With just the right amount of humour both David Stewart, 
now a principal at Williams & Hughes in Perth and Mar n Cuerden, SC, the first Murdoch graduate to take silk, told the au-
dience about their studies in the broader context of studying law in Perth in the early 1990ies at a newly established law 
school, the wonderful careers they were able to embark on themselves and some of the impressive careers many other 
alumni of our Law School achieved in Australia and abroad.  

The highlight of the a ernoon was the speech by the guest of honour, the Chief Jus ce of Australia, The Hon. Robert 
French. He connected the 800th anniversary of the Magna Charta, to the 40th anniversary of Murdoch University and the 
25th of the Law School – all celebrated this year. It was inspiring to hear what the Chief Jus ce had to say about the acade-
my and Universi es and their role in modern society. A erwards the Chief Jus ce and the Vice-Chancellor, Professor An-
drew Taggart, took the me to join Murdoch Law School staff for a relaxed dinner in Fremantle.  



Foundation student looks back at 25 years of 
the School of Law 

Murdoch’s School of Law recently celebrated its 25th anniversary 
with an event which featured speeches from the Chief Jus ce of Aus‐
tralia, The Hon. Jus ce Robert French AC, the School’s Inaugural 
Dean, Founda on Professor and Jus ce of the Supreme Court of WA, 
The Hon. Jus ce Ralph Simmonds and Mar n Cuerden, SC, barrister 
at Francis Burt Chambers and the first Murdoch graduate to take silk 
(Senior Counsel). 

Alumni David Stewart (Williams and Hughes), who has taught at the 
School, also gave a presenta on about being among the first cohort 
of students to graduate from the School of Law. We feature an edit‐
ed version of his speech below: 

“I warn you in advance – some of what I am going to say is necessarily 
subjec ve and reliant upon my now fading memory of the good old 
days from 1990-1993, and apologies in advance of what might seem 
like, and I suppose is, gross self-indulgence. 

This degree has enabled many of us to travel widely. 

I have been able to live and work overseas. I am not alone in that. 
Many Perth lawyers have landed in London and further afield. From 

my year, Tanya Aplin is now a professor of law at King’s College London, in my field, intellectual property. Daniel Mah 
works as an in-house counsel in Washington DC, for a satellite communica ons company. And Simone Muller has re-
cently moved from Houston to Singapore. 

It has also given me a lot of good friends. Some of these are here tonight. 

And the degree enabled me to prac ce in law, which has been intellectually fulfilling. 

My recollec on of 1990 is a bit blurry. I have a lot of photographs from those days, which I was very tempted to turn 
into a power point presenta on. Except, that seemed a bit mean, especially given how fashions have moved on. I do 
have some funny photos of Adam Bandt, now a Federal parliamentarian with the Greens, engaging in theatre sports at 
the very first law camp, and of my old friend Andrew Ross, once an oil and gas entrepreneur and now infrastructure 
developer, with more than a touch of Kurt Cobain in his appearance and haircut. 

Aging is supposed to be cruel, but looking back at the 1990s, I think the cruelty actually comes from the embarrassment 
we feel when we consider what we looked like in our youths. 

Some of my recollec ons from 1990 include: 

a.  First, the new car smell of the brand new Economics, Commerce and Law Building (that seems to have gone, upon 
recent inspec on); 

B Ralph Simmonds evergreen enthusiasm for his role as Founda on Dean; and 

c.  Being very conscious that we were the first ones through, and that what we did upon gradua ng would set the 
tone for those who followed. 

I like to think that those first 45 did a pre y good job. 

In that first year the Guild of Students was deeply suspicious of us. One Guild vice president, to my face, referred to the 
law school popula on as “eli st bourgeois capitalists”. It seems obvious now that he was an enthusias c poli cs stu-
dent. 

But the reality was I think a li le different. Many of us came from the area, south of the river – I was one of the excep-
ons to that, having grown up in Scarborough in what was then a fairly rough neighbourhood. 
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Ter ary ins tu ons and law schools especially, perhaps, are societal enablers. Law, perhaps more than any other 
profession, empowers people from a variety of backgrounds. 

Ter ary educa on generally, but the School of Law in par cular, meant that I was the first genera on of four gener-
a ons in Australia, to get that leg up. 

Expecta ons in my family have changed. My daughter also aspires to law school. I’m not sure, to be really frank, 
that I would encourage her to move into the profession with the gruelling hours and stress that goes with that. But I 
certainly encourage them to do law, and especially here at Murdoch. The law degree is a key to a door which un-
locks views, mul ple vistas, in career and life generally. 

I demonstrate my gra tude to the school when I can by lecturing when asked – so far, parachuted in, in 2000, 2007, 
2009, 2012 and 2014. I figure that sharing my post-qualifica on experiences with undergraduates helps illuminate 
possibili es, both within the profession and outside of it. 

A special word about Ralph Simmonds. He was enormously dedicated to his task and took a keen interest in each of 
us when we were undergraduates. I don’t think the School would have been as successful as it has been without his 
first hand on the ller. Thanks to him, again, for his hard work and pa ence all those years ago. 

And finally, congratula ons to the School itself. A quarter of a century… It doesn’t seem that long ago. 

To the ins tu on itself, on behalf of all graduates, and especially the first year of graduates, our gra tude.” 

Murdoch Student Law Society (MSLS) End of Year Speech 
Good evening all and welcome here, 
To this year’s final event. 
I hope the food and wine are good, 
I hope you’re all content. 
 
I’ve been at Murdoch six years now, 
To study and to teach. 
And that’s why I’ve been kindly asked, 
To give you all a speech. 
 
I thought I’d talk about the things, 
I wish that I’d have known. 
If I was star ng law school now, 
And wasn’t fully grown. 
 
I think that all those years ago, 
I’d liked to have been told. 
That though I thought I knew it all, 
17’s not that old. 
 
In fact, when I began my life, 
Which I struggle to recount. 
When I began my studies here, 
I learnt a huge amount. 
 
You see it’s not just legal things, 
You get when you’re with us. 
It’s all the other life-y things, 
That you get to discuss. 
 
It’s chats you have in MCB, 
Or down in the café. 
That teach you what you think of things, 
And why you think that way. 
 
So, now I’m here to give advice, 
Some points I think are fair. 
I’ve three things in par cular, 
That I would like to share. 
 
Now these things come from far and 
wide, 
From others and myself. 
You’ll find that they’re more useful 

than, 
Those law books on your shelf. 
 
The first piece of advice I have, 
Was first given to me. 
In Feb of year two thousand ten, 
When star ng my degree. 
 
Say ‘yes’ to opportuni es, 
Try hard to get involved. 
At very least you’ll surely find, 
Your boredom will be solved. 
 
What you will find from doing things, 
Apart from being fun. 
You’ll meet new people every me, 
And truly learn a tonne. 
 
If you get out and see the world, 
You’re no longer confined. 
The things you get to do and see, 
Will truly blow your mind. 
 
The second thing I’d like to say, 
Is take me for yourself. 
Be sure to balance studying, 
With your own mental health. 
 
There’s no point ge ng through your 
work, 
To set a record pace. 
If your sense of personality, 
Is lost without a trace. 
 
Universi es a me, 
To figure yourself out. 
You have the chance to mould yourself, 
To know what you’re about. 
 
So, set this as a task of yours, 
And learn what makes you ck. 
It helps you know what things to do, 
And which career to pick. 
 

The last thing I will say to you, 
Before I’m truly done. 
Is even though you study law, 
Be sure to have some fun. 
 
Too many kids forget they’re young, 
And take life seriously. 
There’s more to life than Cs and Ds, 
There simply has to be. 
 
Ask anyone who’s finished now, 
Which life they would prefer. 
And I can promise all of you, 
Most surely will concur. 
 
By Alex McVey 
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Our clinical students both past and present have been dona ng their  me and exper se 
to assist asylum‐seekers through our Legacy project.  Every Monday night our clinic offic‐
es host volunteer lawyers and law students as well as volunteer interpreters to assist 
asylum‐seekers with their applica on.  These clients have been le  without any access to 
funded legal services, which makes the work that our students and alumni do cru‐
cial.   We have even recruited some other staff members to assist us with interpre ng 
and legal exper se. We have run training for our volunteers in refugee law and also legal 
skills, such as interviewing, legal and country research and how to put a case togeth‐
er.  The commitment from Clinic students and alumni has been fantas c, with student 
even willing to assist throughout exam  me. As one of them commented “It is hard to 
argue that exam study is more important that this person chance at a future”.  

 

If you are interested in being part of this project contact our Clinic Director, Anna 
Copeland at a.copeland@murdoch.edu.au  

Legacy Clinics 

The Dean of the Law School, Professor Jürgen Bröhmer, welcomed 4 students from one of Murdoch Uni-
versity’s German partner ins tu ons, Os alia University of Applied Sciences, to Murdoch University. The 
students hope to learn something new, improve their English and do some traveling while here.  

German Exchange Students studying units at Murdoch 
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Dean of Law visits Universitas Peilita Harapan in Jakarta 
 

Professor Jürgen Bröhmer, Dean of the Law School, was invited by our Indonesian Partner the Faculty of Law of Universi-
tas Pelita Harapan in Jakarta to sign a new and revised Memorandum of Understanding between the two facul es, to 
address various groups of students but, most importantly, to be part of the examina on board for the public defense of 
the Doctoral Thesis of Murdoch Law School Alumni Dr  Susi Susan jo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Susan jo’s research addresses very current issues of transna onal higher educa on in the context of ASEAN’s Eco-

nomic Community project. The tle is “Government needs to compose the grand design of na onal educa on based on 

cons tu onal mandate for the upcoming AEC 2015”. 

Shanghai Maritime University Students studying Law at Murdoch 
The Dean of the Law School welcomed our new LLB students from Shanghai Mari me University (SMU) in China. 

Cai ng Gu, Yihang Jiang, Yifei Fang (from le , with our First year Advisor Lauren McNaught) will study with us to 
a ain the Murdoch LLB during the next two years and, if successful will then also graduate with their Chinese law 
degree at home in Shanghai on the basis of a 2+2 arrangement between SMU School of Law and the Murdoch Uni-
versity School of Law. First impressions of Murdoch by the students are very good, with the many birds on campus, 
especially the crows and their “noises”, needing to get used to. 

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  N E W S L E T T E R  



P A G E  8  

Lecturer of the Year 

MSLS would like to congratu-
late the winner of the 2015 Lec-
turer of the Year award, Asso-
ciate Professor Dr Kate Lew-
ins! Kate was a worthy recipi-
ent this year with an over-
whelming amount of support 
from her past and present stu-
dents and the highest number 
of nominations received.  

From the 2015 committee, we thank you, 
our members, students, peers, faculty, 
alumni, sponsors and friends for your val-
uable assistance and support. We wish 
you the very best for 2016 and look for-
ward to your continuing support.  

With a view to the 
future, 2016 looks to 
be an even be er year 
for the associa on 
with an extended 
commi ee through 
the hard work of re-
structuring and new 
leadership of Dan 
Holmes  

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  N E W S L E T T E R  
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2016 Committee 

The elections for the 2016 MSLS Committee ran be-
tween the Annual General Meeting and the MSLS End 
of Year Dinner. Congratulations to the successful can-
didates and best of luck to next year’s Committee: 

President: Daniel Holmes 
Secretary: Sienna Warne 
Treasurer: Huan Vu 
Education and Careers Vice-President: Alex Pirone 
Competitions Vice-President: Adam Thorne 
Socials and Sporting Vice-President: Troy Sauzier 
Publications and Marketing Vice-President: Kala 
Campbell 
Café Manager: Riley Mercer 
Information-Technology Officer: Andy Shackleton 
Legal Studies Representative: Reynald Ipapo 
Criminology Representative: Briannen Morrow 
Mature Age & Graduate Representative: Vacant 
Finance Officer: Jason Weeks 
Education Officer: Adriana Costanzo 
Careers Officer: Liam McMahon 
Competitions Officers: Daniel Bone and Paige  
Stevens 
Social Officer: Carmen Grobbelaar 
Sporting Officer: Chelsea White 
Publications Officer: Marche Bantum 
Marketing Officer: Clare Duncanson 
Social Justice Officer: Jack Montgomery 
General Committee: Pia Carboni and Jon Stynes 

2015 was one of the busiest years that MSLS has 
seen. From all of our competitions and social events, to 
our 6-hour Annual General Meeting and election nomi-
nations, Tri-Law Football, the Allens Social Justice Quiz 
Night, and Women in Law Week (including a morning 
tea breakfast, yoga session, and PJ party), Murdoch 
students in the school of law have had plenty of extra-
curricular activities to keep them occupied this semes-
ter. 

Competitions 

Competitions in Semester Two of this year were all very 
successful. MSLS would like to thank all competitors, 
clients, witnesses, judges, caterers, and sponsors for 
making our competitions possible and run to the high 
standard that they do. Congratulations to the winners of 
the Semester Two competitions: 

 DLA Piper Novice Moot: Kashmirra Thevar 
 Clayton Utz Negotiations Competition: Riley Mercer 

and Sienna Warne 
 King & Wood Mallesons Junior Client Interview: 

Jasmin Angel and Huan Vu 

As well as our internal competitions, MSLS also partici-
pated in the inaugural Inter-Law Client Interview Com-
petition and AMPLA Mining Law Moot. MSLS would like 
to thank our representatives for these competitions: 

 AMPLA: Angela Zao, Megan Arrowsmith, and 
Penny Bond 

 DLA Piper Inter-law Client Interview: Emily Bell and 
Edward Love 

Congratulations to Edward and Emily for beating the 
representatives from Curtin Student Law Society in the 
grand final, and congratulations to Penny, Megan, and 
Angela for placing second in the AMPLA Mining Law 
Moot against two Blackstone teams! 

 

 

Murdoch Student Law Society (MSLS) 
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High School visits to the Law School 

 

The School of Law at Murdoch regularly host high school visits.  During the visit to the Law School 

students experience an insight into University life; they may have an opportunity to view our state 

of the art Herbert Smith Freehills electronic moot court and can also ask current students ques ons 

about studying at Murdoch University.   

Many presenta ons include a mock trial by our Moot Court Bench students, informa on about our 

courses and the students hear about a real life criminal case and some tools used to profile the 

offender. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From July to October 2015, the School of Law hosted the following visits: 

15th July - sixty five, year 10 students Kennedy Bap st College 

25th August - fi y, year 11 students from Mindarie SHS 

24th September - thirty, year 11 students from Frederick Irwin Anglican School 

13th October - forty seven, year 10 students from Kennedy Bap st College 

Frederick Irwin Anglican School mock trial demonstra on let by the Moot Court Bench stu-

dents.  Students from Frederick Irwin Anglican School played the role of jurors, with the Moot Court 

Bench students taking on the roles of judges, lawyers and witnesses in the mock trial.  As well as be-

ing a lot of fun, the mock trial also introduced students to an example of the advocacy training that 

law students receive at Murdoch as part of our award-winning moo ng program. 



2015 Murdoch University Scholarship for the Most Outstanding 

Mock Trial Student 
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Murdoch School of Law was delight-
ed to again host the selec on day 
for the 2015 Murdoch University 
Scholarship for the Most Outstand-
ing Mock Trial Student. Held on Sat-
urday, 19th September in Herbert 
Smith Freehills Lecture Theatre, 
Mock Trial compe tors (who had 
been nominated by their Schools) 
were assessed on their analy cal, 
research and advocacy skills. 

The Judging Panel this year consist-
ed of Professor Jürgen Brohmer 
(Dean of the Law School), Amy Ryan 
(Former Scholarship Winner) and 
Adriana Costanzo (Chief Jus ce of 
the Murdoch Moot Court Bench). 
 
The Scholarship winner this year 

was Calum Moultrie from Lake 
Joondalup Bap st College. 

All of the judges commented on the 
high standard of nominees and the 
excellent advocacy skills that were 
on display during the compe on. 
This year is the eighth year that the 
Murdoch Scholarship has been 
awarded. As the recipient of the 
scholarship Calum is guaranteed a 
place at the Murdoch University 
School of Law in 2016, and will also 
join one of the moo ng teams that 
will represent Murdoch University in 
interna onal moo ng compe ons. 
Murdoch has an enviable reputa on 
in moo ng and has won na onal 
awards for the innova ve moot pro-
gram it offers its law students. 

Thank you also to the Law Society of 
Western Australia for their con nued 
partnership with the Murdoch 
School of Law in awarding this Schol-
arship, and in par cular to Paige 
Standen Burrows for her coordina-

on of the Mock Trials Compe on.  

As a member of one of the Murdoch 
Law School moo ng teams Calum 
will receive extensive training in legal 
advocacy and research in prepara-

on for his par cipa on in an inter-
na onal moot. The Murdoch Law 
School would like to congratulate 
Calum on his achievement, and look 
forward to welcoming him to the 
Law School next year as our 2015 
Murdoch Scholarship recipient. 

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  N E W S L E T T E R  

(L-R) Amy Ryan, Professor Jurgen Brohmer, Calum Moultrie and 

Adrianna Constanza 
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IMLAM Mooting Competition 
The 2015 IMLAM compe on concluded on Tuesday 7th 
July 2015. The grand final was between Na onal Univer-
sity of Singapore and University of Hong Kong, who 
mooted before an esteemed panel consis ng of His Hon-
our Jus ce Steven Rares, Jane Andrewartha of Clyde & 
Co London, and Ron Salter, Mari me Arbitrator. The out-
come was extremely close but winner of the moot, by 
majority, was Na onal University Singapore. 

22 teams competed in the compe on (18 from outside 
Australia). Various prizes were awarded at our awards 
func on.   

Prize winners: 

 Winner, Oral hearings sponsored by Minter Ellison – 
Na onal University of Singapore. 

 Runner-Up Oral Hearings sponsored by DLA Piper – 
University of Hong Kong. 

 

Best overall Wri en Memoranda sponsored by  
Tiberius MC 

 University of Sydney. 
 

Runner up Best overall Wri en Memo sponsored by 
Youngs List 

 Na onal Law School of India University, Bangalore 

 3rd place University of Queensland 

 4th place University of Hong Kong 

 5th place Na onal University of Singapore 

 
Best Speaker in the General Rounds sponsored by 
K&L Gates 

 Bradley Smith, University of Sydney 

 2nd place Hannah Tay, Na onal University of Singa-
pore 

 3rd place Cecilia Choi, University of Hong Kong 

 
Best Speaker in the Finals (& Ron Salter award) 
sponsored by Holman Fenwick Willan 

 Pak Hei Li, University of Hong Kong 

 2nd place Henry Cooper, University of Sydney 

 3rd place Syazana Yahya, Na onal University of Sin-
gapore 

 

Highest Ranked Team in the General Rounds spon-
sored by Norton Rose, and the David Mar n Clark 
Trophy donated by TT Club 

 University of Queensland 
 

The Sarah Derrington Achievement Award, spon-
sored by Mari me Law Associa on of Australia 
and New Zealand: 

 Himantha Wickremaratne, Sri Lanka Law College 

 
AMTAC ‘Spirit of the Moot’ award, sponsored by 
AMTAC 

 Université de Versailles 

 
Best Newcomer in the IMLAM Moot, sponsored by 
Chris Douglas of Minter Ellison: 

 Na onal law Ins tute University Bhopal 
 
Murdoch University thanks all of those who contributed 
to this event: the wonderful sponsors, many of whom 
have been with us for the en re history of the moot; 
the arbitrators who heard mul ple sessions and gave 
up their precious weekend and work me to do so; the 
Supreme Court of Victoria and the Victorian Bar for 
their support; and the Federal Court for hos ng the 
grand final. Thanks also to our Host university RMIT 
Melbourne for providing the IMLAM Moot with a won-
derful venue and ran a complex event very capably.  

Murdoch University, and the School of Law, are delight-
ed to run this compe on for the benefit of mari me 
law students worldwide. 

Judging by the commitment and talent of the orallists, 
they will be admirable addi ons to the legal profession 
in years to come. 

Next year IMLAM returns to England – and our hosts 
are University of Exeter!  Perhaps you might be able to 
join us in July 2016. 

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  N E W S L E T T E R  



One of our Law Librarians Alice 
Hewi  has been elected to the 
posi on of President of the Aus-
tralian Law Librarians’ Associa on 
(Western Australian Division) 
(ALLA (WA)) for the 2015-2016 
year.  

 
Alice takes the posi on following 
being a commi ee member of 
ALLA (WA) where she has been 
using her skills to spread legal 
research knowledge through the 
ALLA (WA) Blog 
(allawa.blogspot.com.au). 

 
In May this year, she represented 
the ALLA na onal body by a end-
ing the Canadian Associa on of 
Law Libraries / Associa on Cana-

dienne Des Bibliothèques de 
Droit  (CALL/ACBD) conference in 
Moncton, New Brunswick. Here 
she addressed the CALL/ACBD ex-
ecu ve and a number of other 
interna onal delegates and pub-
lishers.  

 
If you have any ques ons about the 
Australian Law Librarians’ Associa-

on have a look at their website 
(www.alla.asn.au) or just ask your 
librarian (they will answer legal re-
search ques ons too).  

The Law Librarians can be contact-
ed on LawLibrary@murdoch.edu.au 
and are in their Law School Office 
on Wednesday mornings between 
10-12 and Thursday a ernoons be-
tween 2-4.  

“During a two month period, each 
intern will deliver a substan al report 
which reflects their fresh perspec ve 
and the contemporary understanding 
they’ve gained through their studies, 
to support the current EPB work 
streams of body worn video, restora-

ve jus ce, curfew checks and crime 
harm index. In addi on to the aca-
demic component of their work, the 

To further promote the use of 
research to inform policing prac-

ce, Evidence Based Policing Unit 
is playing host to four criminology 
and law students. 

The students from Murdoch Uni-
versity and UWA, have taken in-
tern placements within the unit to 
gain valuable experience while 
earning credits towards their de-
grees.  The successful students 
were selected through a compe -

ve process managed by Strategic 
HR. 

“The students each work two days 
per week, and specific work pack-
ages were nego ated with a uni-
versity coordinator to ensure they 
gain credits towards their degree 
while part of the EBP team” EBP 
Senior Analyst Paul House said. 
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Murdoch Law Librarian elected ALLA (WA) President 

students have the opportunity to gain 
exposure to WA Police and to experi-
ence ‘research in ac on’ - something 
which they’ve been very posi ve 
about,” Mr House said. 

“Following the success of the current 
arrangement, we would welcome other 
students at EBP and see this as a win-
win situa on for both the students and 
WA Police,” he said. 

 

EBP hosts Interns 

http://www.alla.asn.au�
mailto:LawLibrary@murdoch.edu.au�
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Murdoch Moot Court Bench students were joined by the President of the Australian Law Reform Commission, Professor 
Rosalind Croucher AM on Tuesday 29 September for the latest MCB Coffee Hour Seminar.  The seminar was hosted by 
Jackson McDonald Lawyers, with students having the opportunity to speak with Professor Croucher about Advocacy 
through Law Reform. 

The Chair of the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia, Dr David Cox, and Murdoch Alumnus, also spoke at the 
seminar about some of the recent work of the Commission before introducing Professor Croucher to the students.  We 
were also fortunate to be joined at the seminar by Dr Augusto Zimmermann (Commissioner, Law Reform Commission 
of Western Australia) and Dom Fernandes (Execu ve Officer, Law Reform Commission of Western Australia). 

The students enjoyed having the opportunity to discuss current law reform issues and to learn more about the work of 
law reform bodies.  The seminar ranged across a wide body of topics, including law reform, advocacy, career planning 
and wri ng.  The students were fortunate to be able to spend a considerable amount of me asking ques ons and we 
greatly appreciated the me that our guest speakers were able to spend with us. 

A copy of the remarks made by Professor Croucher can be found on the ALRC website at: h ps://www.alrc.gov.au/
news-media/speech-presenta on-ar cle/advocacy-through-law-reform. 

The MCB Coffee Hour Seminars are a regular seminar series in which Murdoch law students are given the opportunity 
to speak informally with experienced lawyers and judges about advocacy and the prac ce of law.  The series forms part 
of the advocacy training program that our moot students par cipate in as part of their membership of the Moot Court 
Bench, an invita on-only program that offers advanced advocacy training to our most promising moot students. 

We would like to thank Professor Rosalind Croucher for being our guest speaker at the Coffee Hour seminar, and Dr 
David Cox for the support that he gave to this event.  Thank you also to Jackson McDonald Lawyers, the Law Reform 
Commission of Western Australia, and Murdoch University Alumni Rela ons for their support and assistance in organiz-
ing the seminar. 

ALRC President Speaks to Murdoch Law Students 

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  N E W S L E T T E R  

https://www.alrc.gov.au/news-media/speech-presentation-article/advocacy-through-law-reform�
https://www.alrc.gov.au/news-media/speech-presentation-article/advocacy-through-law-reform�
https://www.alrc.gov.au/news-media/speech-presentation-article/advocacy-through-law-reform�
https://www.alrc.gov.au/news-media/speech-presentation-article/advocacy-through-law-reform�
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The Western Australian Legal Theory Associa on (WALTA) held its latest mee ng at on Tuesday 8 September at the 
School of Law. 
The guest speaker for the evening was Law Lecturer, Lorraine Finlay, who spoke about real property rights in the context 
of the Australian Law Reform Commission’s Freedoms Inquiry.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Those a ending also enjoyed an informa ve and engaged discussion about the featured ar cle, Judicial Ac vism and the 
Death of the Rule of Law by The Hon. Jus ce Dyson Heydon.  
 

WALTA was established by Dr Augusto Zimmermann in October 2010, who remains the President of the Associa on.  It 
consists of academically interested lawyers, legal scholars and law students.  The aim of WALTA is to promote high-level 
scholarly discussion on subjects related to legal theory through debates, academic publica ons and conferences.  Mem-
bers meet on a regular basis to enjoy lively discussion about legal principles, theories and issues, with each mee ng fo-
cused on the discussion of an ar cle or book chapter.  
Anybody interested in joining WALTA or a ending one of the regular mee ngs is welcome to contact Dr Zimmermann at 
A.Zimmermann@murdoch.edu.au.   

Lorraine Finlay Speaks at Western Australian Legal Theory Association 
Meeting 

Aurora Project Internship 
Penul mate year Juris Doctor student, John Snobar, has been selected for a 6-week Aurora Project Internship 
with the Northern Australian Aboriginal Jus ce Agency (NAAJA), to start in January 2016. John will be placed 
with the Civil Law sec on that deals with complaints about government services, seizure or forfeiture of proper‐
ty, discrimina on, vic ms of crime compensa on and other ma ers. John said he specifically chose NAAJA be‐
cause he hoped to gain a be er understanding of Indigenous legal issues in Australia. “I am interested in how 
supposedly blind‐to‐colour laws are applied, par cularly against certain groups of people,” he said. “I’m very 
pleased to be selected as an intern with NAAJA. I will gain prac cal legal training from leaders in human rights 
which will assist in my future admission to the court late next year,” he said. 

John’s placement is based in NAAJA’s Darwin office with scope to travel out to indigenous communi es 
throughout the territory.  

The Aurora Project aims at offering volunteer and internship opportuni es within indigenous organisa ons, 
with a par cular focus on Na ve Title and other indigenous legal offices. For more informa on on the Aurora 
Project visit: h p://www.auroraproject.com.au/ 

 

For further informa on about internships within the Law School email Anne e.stewart@murdoch.edu.au 

mailto:A.Zimmermann@murdoch.edu.au�
http://www.auroraproject.com.au/�
mailto:Annette.stewart@murdoch.edu.au�


Intensive Program 2015/6 
Summer/T1 Intensive units for 2015/2016 are as follows : 

 LLB392 Oil and Gas Law – 30th November - 4th December 2015 (Summer 2015/16) 

 LLB372 Law of Occupa onal Health and Safety – 7th December - 11th December 2015 (Summer 2015/16) 

 LLB349 Compara ve Contract Law - 11th - 15th January 2016 (T1 2016) 

 LLB209 Sports Law - 1st - 5th February 2016 (T1 2016) 

 LLB367 Law of Planning - 22nd - 26th February 2016 (S1 2016) 

 

Winter Intensives (S2G teaching period) 

 LAW365 Public Interna onal Law – (W)  27/06/2016—01/07/2016 – Jurgen Brohmer 

 LLB341 Conflict of Laws - (W) June/July '16 dates TBC - David Stewart 

 LLB328 Trial Advocacy - Quota of 45, put your name on the EOI list at the office - (SP23) July '16 dates TBC 

 

Spring Intensives 

 LLB397 Media on – (SP23) 29/08/2016 – 02/09/2016 – Lisanne Iriks  

Murdoch Academics Speak at Australian Law Reform Commission’s Freedoms Symposium 

Murdoch Law School’s academics Lorraine Finlay and Augusto Zimmermann were speakers at a recent symposi-
um held at Perth by the Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC) in partnership with the Cons tu onal Law 
Centre of Western Australia and the UWA Law School. . 

The symposium addressed the important topic of freedom of speech, associa on and movement in the context 
of the Australian Law Reform Commission’s Interim Report on Rights and Freedoms, released in July 2015. 

In her presenta on Mrs Finlay discussed the cons tu onal validity of sec on 18C of the Racial Discrimina on Act 
1975 (Cth). By contrast, Dr Zimmermann spoke on the classical liberal understanding of tolerance as well as on 
the need for protec ng freedom of 
speech. 

Besides Dr Zimmermann and Mrs 
Finlay, other speakers were Profes-
sor Rosalind Croucher AM (ARLC 
President and Commissioner for 
the Inquiry); Grant Donaldson SC 
(Solicitor General of WA); Professor 
Paul Fairall (Founda on Dean of 
Law, Cur n University); and Dr 
Murray Wesson (UWA Law School). 

Upcoming Events 
Mid‐March 2016 (TBC) - Gene Patent talk (working tle) 

29th April 2016 - Property Rights Conference (working tle) 
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