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Habemus EBA! The Enterprise Bargaining process has finally come to a conclusion 

and it would seem that the finaliza on of the actual agreement is only a formality. 

This brings and end to a long process with considerable challenges on all sides. Let us 

not forget that a lot of people put in a lot of work to bring this to what looks to be a 

good end and thanks to all of them. 

The  “good end” is the perfect segue to talk about the re rement of Professor Neil 

McLeod. Neil was a fixture at this Law School almost since its incep on and in the 

best possible sense an academic of the “old school”. Now, of course, some will say 

the world in general and the academic world in par cular are changing and “old 

school” is out and change is in. Really? Depends on what one wants to look at. Yes, 

there is the internet and the various new genera ons of students, x, y, z, millennials 

and what not. But at the end of the day all knowledge and understanding enters the 

brain through ears and eyes and at the end of the day it is intensive engagement, 

reading, thinking and discourse that makes a good graduate, a good professional and 

a good academic and that kind of intensive engagement creates the ability to think 

cri cally and analy cally. That is “old school” as far as I am concerned and this is 

what Neil stood for. It is also what all good Universi es stand for and some mes I 

fear that this li le fact might at mes be overlooked.  

Our own Lisa Young was recently promoted to full professor. Congratula ons for a great success! Lisa’s promo on followed Kate 

Lewins’ promo on and with Neil’s departure we now have twice as many female professors as male professors.  

And finally: In June Dr David Keatley will join us and our criminology team from the UK and we are very much looking forward to wel-

coming him in the Law School. 

Jürgen Bröhmer 

www.murdoch.edu.au/School-of-Law/ 
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Dean’s Award Ceremony - 2018 

The School of Law Dean’s Awards Ceremony 
was held on 21st March 2018 to celebrate and 
acknowledge the School’s high achieving stu-
dents and to recognise the work done by the 
Murdoch Student Law Society. 

 

The Dean, Professor Jürgen Bröhmer, wel-
comed the prize winning students and their 
families and friends and thanked the represent-
atives of the donor firms who support the priz-
es awarded on the night and acknowledged the 
importance of the Law School’s links with the 
legal profession. The Dean emphasized that for 
an award night like this to come together it 
needs the dedication of many people, lecturers, 
admin staff, donors and sponsors and com-
mitted students and their families and friends. 
Murdoch Law School is very proud of its active 
academic community on campus to which all of 
our staff, students and our Murdoch Student 
Law Society contribute such a great deal.  
 

Communities work and are successful not be-
cause everybody does what they have to do 
but because they do what they can and often 
more. The Dean also used the opportunity to 
inform a fully occupied Freehills lecture theatre 
of activities in the Law School, from the new 
structure of the School’s  highly distinctive and 
successful clinical program  offered in conjunc-
tion with SCALES under the leadership of Anna 
Copeland, to the national and international suc-
cesses of Murdoch Law School’s many mooting 
teams. 
 

Prizes were awarded for top performing stu-
dents in many subjects. The main prize for the 
top graduating student, the Francis Burt Cham-
bers Law Medal for 2017, was awarded to 
Tessa Maybery by Mr Anthony Elliott, Francis 
Burt Chambers.  
 

Tessa Maybery gave the acceptance speech on 
behalf of the prize recipients.   
 

Prize winners were rewarded for excellence in 
their studies and were grateful for the recogni-
tion afforded to them by both the School and 
the donors. At the conclusion of the formali-
ties, guests were able to enjoy drinks and cock-
tail food in the gardens.  Donors and prize re-
cipients took the opportunity to chat with each 
other and with School staff.  
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List	of	Prize	winners:	
 

The Francis Burt Chambers Law Medal ‐ Awarded for the most outstanding academic performance in Law – Tessa Maybery 

Ronald Wilson Prize in Law ‐ Awarded to the graduand who best combines dis nguished academic performance in Law units 

with quali es of character, leadership, and all-round contribu on to the life of Murdoch University – Adriana Costanza 

Allens Prize for Excellence in Commercial Law ‐ awarded for overall excellence in work undertaken in the field of LLB332 

Commercial Law – Joshua Kain 

Allens Prize for Excellence in Company Law ‐ awarded for overall excellence in work undertaken in the field of LAW452 Cor-

pora ons law –  Jonathan Stynes 

AMPLA Prize for Excellence in Resource Law ‐ awarded for best essay mark in LLB335 Mining and Natural Resources law – 

Jordan Burt and Paul Hill 

Australian Finance Conference Prize ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit BSL201 Finance Law – Bonnie 

Glass 

Coulson Legal Prize in the Law of Costs ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in LLB210 Law of Costs - Alexandra 

Corstorphan 

Criminal Lawyers Associa on of WA Prize ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit LLB130 Criminal Law and 

Procedure – Morgan Paling 

Eldon Prize in Equity ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit LLB251 Equity – Gina Lee 

Herbert Smith Freehills Prize in Law ‐ Awarded for the best overall academic performance in LLB258 Australian Administra-

ve Law – Chelsea Fruhwirth 

Awarded for the best overall academic performance in LLB259 Cons tu onal Law – Ashtunga Szczecinski 

Awarded for the best overall academic performance in LLB260 Contract Law – Chen Da Tan  

Herbert Smith Freehills Prize in Resources Law ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit LLB392 Oil and Gas 

Law – Catherine Wallace 

Industrial Rela ons Society of Western Australia Prize in Workplace Rela ons ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance 

in BSL202 Workplace Law - Claire Simms 

King & Woods Mallesons Prize in Civil Procedure ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit LAW450 Civil Pro-

cedure – Pearl Mar n (Chong) 

Ko  Gunning Annual Innova on Law Prize ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit LLB381 Supervised Legal 

Research - Tessa Maybery 

LexisNexis Prize ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in LAW468 Ethics and Professional Responsibility - Emily Bell  

Migra on Manager Prize in Migra on Law ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the Graduate Cer ficate in Aus-

tralian Migra on Law and Prac ce - Stephanie Majteles 

Mony de Kerloy Prize in Environmental Law ‐ Awarded for best academic performance in LLB356 Climate Change, Sustaina-

bility and Environmental Law - Sarah-Jane Moltoni 

Murdoch School of Law Prize in Criminology ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit CRM306 Advanced 
Criminology - Lucy Stronach 

Paterson and Dowding Prize in Family Law ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in the unit LLB370 Family Law – 
Ka e Marshall 

SBM Legal Prize in Evidence ‐ Awarded for the best academic performance in LLB352 Evidence - Timothy Philbey 

Shine Lawyers Prize for Torts ‐ Awarded for the best essay in the unit LLB152 Torts – Dr Kevin Jarre  

Squire Pa on Boggs Prize in Property Law - Awarded for the best overall essay mark in LLB254 Property Law – Swa  Gupta 

Society of Trusts and Estate Planners Western Australia Prize ‐ Awarded for the best overall essay mark in LAW353 Trusts – 
Jasmin Angel and Marianne Schwartz 



 2 

List of Prize winners, Cont.: 

TF Chong Memorial Scholarship  

Alex Crowhurst  

Presented by Tony Chong 

Searcy Bursary for Research 

Awarded to the student whose research best aligns with 

the requirements of the bursary rules 

Holly Ramage 

Sponsored by: Jennifer Searcy 

Ronald Wilson Prize in Law 

Awarded to the graduand who best combines distin-

guished academic performance in Law units with quali-

ties of character, leadership, and all-round contribution 

to the life of Murdoch University 

Adriana Constanza 

Sponsored by: The Late Ronald Wilson 

Presented by: The Hon. Kenneth Martin 

Sarah Meddin  

Memorial Prize in Legal Theory 

Awarded for the best academic performance in the Unit 

BJU300 Legal Theory 

Domenico Romeo & 

Trent Mongan 

Sponsored by: Donors to the Trust commemorating Sarah 
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Francis	Burt	Chambers	Law	Medal	Winner—Tessa	Maybery		

I think Murdoch is just fantas c and I do not say that lightly. While 
I have regularly found myself in awe of the na ve Australian 
plants on campus, I promise this is based on more than just that. 
Above anything else, I think the wide range of opportuni es the 
Murdoch School of Law allows its students is fairly excep onal.  
 

The staff, both teaching and administra ve, seem to put a con-
certed effort into opening students’ eyes and minds to the great 
many op ons available to us in our great posi ons of privilege – 
as we study at university in a respected field. That effort does not 
go unseen and I would like to thank you for this.  
 

These opportuni es that we are encouraged to pursue involve 
extra-curricular ac vi es, including a vast range of advocacy com-
pe ons. And by “a vast range”, I mean that both in terms of the 
types of compe ons, from moo ng to nego a ons and client 
interview, but also in terms of the level of the compe on and 
the amount of work required. I think it is wonderful that students 
can, at one end, be involved in a criminal law moot in their first 
semester of study, as I was, but that students can then pursue this 
much further and par cipate in some of the biggest advocacy 

                                                                                                  compe ons that exist, all through Murdoch.  
 

Beyond compe ons, the law school has a healthy student law society which runs many social events. The school also 
has strong rela onships with law firms, as made clear by the many prize sponsors here tonight. So, in this light, I think it 
is clear that Murdoch offers its students the chance to involve themselves in the legal community in ways that suit each 
person.  
 

However, the reason I have felt so lucky to have studied at Murdoch is that the law school allows students some specific 
and unique chances to go beyond seeing the law as a business and the means to a profitable career, which I think is all 
too common in the way the law is taught. My experience has been that Murdoch enables its students to consider the 
broader context of the law, and the obliga ons lawyers – even young lawyers and law students – have in their communi-
ty. I have experienced this through par cipa ng in Murdoch’s interna onal human rights law program in Geneva. This 
was a fundamental learning experience for me, both in my legal educa on and in my broader ambi ons, and I know that 
it is a program that students rave about year a er year. On behalf of the students, I’d like to express my gra tude that a 
program like this exists and pass on a big thank you to the staff who make it happen. I have it on good authority that you 
are inspiring to law students. 
 

Being involved in the SCALES community legal centre is another unique experience that Murdoch offers students. I can-
not speak highly enough of this and strongly encourage any students who have the chance to be involved with SCALES to 
leap at it. I think it is largely based on these somewhat alterna ve op ons that Murdoch provides students with that I 
have met so many like-minded and mo vated fellow students, and been lucky to foster what I’m sure will be life-long 
friendships. 
 

Before I finish up, and at the risk of taking up too much me for personal thanks, I’d like to par cularly men on The Hu-
manitarian Group, a community legal centre which I was involved with all through my degree. Here I was taught the 
power of the posi on I am in and what resilience truly looks like. Thank you also to Anna Copeland and Mary Anne Ken-
ny, for encouraging me in the path I hope my legal career takes. I feel very lucky to have been able to be exposed to the 
work you both do. Finally, thanks to my dear friends, my parents and to my darling sister who flew over from Melbourne 
to be here. They have put up with the reality of my being a passionate perfec onist, which at mes I am sure must not 
be easy for my partner, Aaron, to live with.   
 

I wish all the current law students the best in their studies and urge you to consider the range of opportuni es which you 
can pursue – not only those which you might feel pressure to take up. And finally, I hope you all have a wonderful rest of 
your evening and a big congratula ons to my fellow award recipients. It is a huge thing to celebrate. 
 
Thank you. 
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Outstanding	alumni	honoured	at	Murdoch	

The outstanding achievements of five graduates were celebrated at Murdoch University Dis nguished Alumni Awards on 5th 
April 2018. 
 
An annual event, these awards recognise the outstanding achievements of former students from Murdoch University. 
 
This year’s recipients, Dr Adam Bandt (BLaws & BA 1996), Professor Wendy Carlin (BA 1979, DipEd 1979) 1982), The Honoura-
ble Jus ce James Edelman (BCom 1998) Dr Bill Hare (BSc Hons 1983, Hon Doc Sc, 2008) and Dis nguished Professor John Hart-
ley AM (PhD, 1990), are leading voices in fields that traverse interna onal borders – poli cs, law, economics, climate science 
and cultural science. 
 
Dr Bandt spoke passionately about how Murdoch gave him the space to establish his next steps. 
 
“In the first year of university I did not have to specialise in any one subject which allowed me the me to work out what it was 
that I was passionate about and what I wanted to commit to,” said Dr Bandt. 
 
“Also within the law degree, unlike the other offerings that were on at the me, I was able to do incredible courses such as 
feminist legal theory that weren’t being taught anywhere else. This helped me not only get a really solid grounding, but also a 
much broader understanding of law and the law in context.” 
 
For The Honourable Jus ce James Edelman, Murdoch provided the founda ons for a trail-blazing career in law that has already 
taken him to Australia’s Federal High Court at the age of just 42. 
 
“In my Commerce degree, none of the units were taught in the standard linear way that much of finance and economics is 
taught everywhere else. It was taught in a way that usually only a young, innova ve university can teach,” he said. 
 
“It was an eye opening insight, quite consistent with Sir Walter Murdoch’s ethos and that for me has remained part of my ap-
proach to the law. On the surface, the law ought to be a truly logical puzzle – with an understanding of how all the pieces fit 
together. 
 
"However, underneath it, in order to have a true, deep understanding of law, there needs to be a crea ve approach to how the 
pieces really fit together and the philosophy underlying them all. 
 
"To use Sir Walter’s words – why it is, how it is and how we might move from there. For that, I very much have Murdoch to 
thank.” 

(L-R) Dr Adam Bandt, 

The Hon. Jus ce James 

Edelman, VC Professor 

Eeva Leinonen, Profes-

sor Wendy Carlin,  Pro-

fessor John Hartley AM 

and Dr Bill Hare  
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End	of	an	Era	–	Retirement	of	Professor	Neil	
McLeod	 1 February 2018 saw the end of another chapter in the Law School with 

the re rement of  Professor Neil McLeod.   Neil joined the Law School in 

the early stages of its development in   1992.  Over the years, Neil taught 

subjects ranging from first year Legal Wri ng through to specialist elec-

ves in Taxa on Law and Cel c Law.   He was an award winning, talented 

teacher  who inspired 100s of students during his me at Murdoch.   In 

addi on to his obvious talent for teaching, Neil was a renowned interna-

onal scholar in Cel c Law and  published extensively in this area.   

Neil also made a significant contribu on to the School by working as Pro-

gramme Chair for the LLB, Associate Dean Learning and Teaching and 

Ac ng as  Dean.  He also successfully steered the school through  a num-

ber of  School Reviews and curriculum changes as part of his administra-

ve responsibili es.    He will be very much  missed by students and staff 

alike.   Neil’s re rement will allow him to spend more me in Ireland  and 

with his family.      Special guests, Ralph Simmonds, John Mugambwa and 

Lyn Tooley also joined the celebra ons  
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The	New	Strategic	Approach	to	Planning	the	
Future	of	Western	Australia	

On February 8th 2018 the School of Law and boutique planning and environmental law firm Glen McLeod 

Lawyers co-hosted a symposium around new strategic approaches to planning in WA. 

While the theory and concepts relating to urban planning have undergone major changes in the last 80 

or more years, including a greater emphasis on strategic planning, the Western Australian planning sys-

tem has changed little since 1927. The modern idea of strategic planning is an evidence-based examina-

tion of the character of the area to be planned, an analysis of the future increase in population, an as-

sessment of the goals and aspirations for that future derived with the help of the community, and then a 

conclusion on the way in which land should be used to further the goals and aspirations. The modern 

emphasis in city planning is on reliance on the strategic plan as it carries the hopes of the community.  

The speakers included Mr Evan Jones, town planner and urban designer, Mr Philip St John, CEO of the 

City of Fremantle, Mr Glen McLeod, a prominent environmental and planning lawyer and Adjunct Profes-

sor of Murdoch School of Law and Mr Leslie Stein, Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning in the Depart-

ment of Architecture, Design and Planning at the University of Sydney and, for the last 6 years, visi ng 

Scholar at the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School in New York.  

The symposium attracted a diverse audience ranging from students in the Law School’s planning course 

taught by Adjunct Professor McLeod, to legal practitioners and many local government officials from as 

far away as Esperance to planning interested citizens. 

L - R: Mr Glen McLeod, Mr Philip St John, Mr Evan Jones, Mr Leslie Stein and Professor Jürgen Bröhmer 
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MCB	Magistrates	Moot	Court	Competition	
Grand	Final	held	at	Children’s	Court	of	WA	

On Wednesday 18th April 2018, Murdoch’s Moot Court Bench host-
ed the Grand Final of the MCB Magistrates Moot Court Compe -

on. The Grand Final was held at the Children’s Court of WA before 
Magistrate Andrée Horrigan, with Murdoch alumni Michael Olds 
returning to play the role of the prosecutor. 
 
Thirty seven students competed in the preliminary rounds of the 
compe on, with Gemma Wi , Elisha Rayner, Hannah Pike, Jesse 
Lines, Keegan Shawn Bri o and Vidyavathi Mohanasundram pro-
gressing through to the final six.  
 
Congratula ons to all of our Grand Finalists and par cularly to Han-
nah Pike who was declared the Winner a er a fantas c Grand Final. 
Magistrate Horrigan was extremely impressed with the high stand-
ard and quality from each Grand Finalist. 
 
Thank you to everyone who assisted with the Magistrates Moot 
Court Compe on and made it such a success. This includes the 
judges who have given their me, both in the general rounds and 
the grand final, and to all the MCB students who were responsible 
for organizing the compe on (in par cular Jessie Lonergan, Kevin 
Jarre , Chen Da Tan, Monica Vu and Domenico Romeo), the 
Moo ng Director (Joseph Indaimo) and the Moo ng Coordinator 
(Michelle Barron). 

Hannah Pike and Magistrate Horrigan 

L - R: Dr Joseph Indiamo, Keegan Shawn Bri o,  Jesse Lines, Gemma Wi , Michael Olds, Magistrate Horrigan,  
Vidyavathi Mohanasundram , Hannah Pike, Elisha Rayner 
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Murdoch	Law	Lecturer	gives	expert	evidence	to	
Parliamentary	Committee	

Dr. Dennis Ndonga presented at the 2nd East and Southern 
Africa Regional Research Conference hosted by the World 
Customs Organiza on, East and Southern African, Regional 
Office for Capacity Building (WCO ESA ROCB) and the Kenya 
Revenue Authority on 23 – 24 November 2017.  

The conference focused on trade facilita on within the 
framework of the WCO Mercator Program. Dr. Dennis 
Ndonga par cipated as one of the conference research pan-
el members and worked closely with the conference re-
searchers. 

Dr. Dennis Ndonga with staff and students 
of the Kenya School of Revenue Admin-
istra on, Nairobi campus.  

Dennis was invited by the school to deliver 
a guest lecture on Customs integrity strat-
egies on 27 November 2018.  

Murdoch	Academic	presents	at	the	2nd	East	and	South-
ern	Africa	Regional	Research	Conference	held	in	Kenya	

Murdoch law lecturer, Lorraine Finlay, has recently given expert evidence before the Joint Standing Commi ee on Electoral 
Ma ers as part of the inquiry into ma ers rela ng to sec on 44 of the Cons tu on. 
 

The Parliamentary Commi ee is currently looking at whether the Australian Cons tu on should be amended following recent 
events that have seen a number of serving Members and Senators disqualified from Parliament.  In par cular, the Commi ee 
is considering whether the current cons tu onal prohibi on on dual ci zens serving in the Australian Parliament should re-
main or be changed.    
 

The Commi ee received over 70 wri en submissions and conducted a number of public hearings.  Lorraine was invited to give 
evidence during the Perth hearings on 20 February, and a copy of her 
wri en submission can be found on the Parliament of Australia web-
site.   
 
Lorraine has provided regular expert commentary during dual ci zen-
ship controversies, being interviewed on television and radio, quoted in 
the na onal press, and wri ng opinion pieces for The Conversa on and 
Huffington Post Australia.  Lorraine also gave a public lecture as part of 
the Murdoch Undercover Public Lecture Series with the Law School 
Dean, Professor Jürgen Brohmer, on the topic ‘Should dual ci zens be 
eligible to serve in Parliament?’. 
 

The Parliamentary Commi ee is expected to hand down their final re-
port within the next month. 
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Murdoch	Law	Builds	on	Community	Engagement	

Last year Murdoch’s Law Clinic and its collaborator SCALES Community Legal Centre celebrated its 20th year of opera on. 

This represents an enormous achievement in community engagement. Over those years, the Murdoch Clinic has assisted 

more than 11,000 clients with their legal issues, from advice through to representa on in courts and tribunals.  

At the same me, it has provided firsthand experience of the legal system for more than 1,000 law students. It has not only 

taught them legal skills, it has given them insight into how the legal system works and with that comes an understanding of 

the importance of access to jus ce. The Law Clinic challenges Murdoch students to think about what role they could play in 

improving access to jus ce. And it seems to be working, in a recent survey undertaken by Murdoch University, over 80% of 

law graduates link their current pro bono work to their experiences through the law clinic at Murdoch. 

Now Murdoch has started a new ini a ve, designed to increase legal litera-

cy and improve young people’s interac on with the legal system in all its 

forms. This ini a ve, called Law in the Community, trains Murdoch law stu-

dents to go out into high schools and community groups to deliver classes 

and workshops dealing with the law and the legal system. Murdoch students 

have dived into this new ini a ve and have already visited over 35 classes to 

improve the legal literacy of Western Australian young people.  

For more informa on, please visit our website-  
h p://www.murdoch.edu.au/School-of-Law/  

Clinical	Legal	Education	in	an	Agile	Legal	Environment		

In early April, Anna Copeland our Clinical Director and 
alumni Angie Italiano travelled to Sydney to a end the 
Australia Clinical Legal Educa on Symposium at UNSW.  
 
This symposium tled Clinical Legal Educa on in an Ag-
ile Legal Environment was a two-day symposium, which 
brought together clinical legal educators and supervi-
sors from all around Australia and a few from overseas, 
to share their research, teaching methods and experi-
ences with each other.   
 
While there Angie Italiano par cipated in a student pan-
el with four other students who have all been involved 
in clinics during their law degree. This excellent panel 
session explored the panel’s view on three main topics. 
These were technology in clinics, promo on of clinics 
and the role of clinics. 
 
On the final day, Anna led a session around Clinical Le-
gal Educa on and its role in fostering social jus ce law-
yering and pro bono. This session encouraged explora-

on of ways in which we can support and promote pub-
lic interest and social jus ce lawyering in our alumni. It 
also highlighted some of the ini a ves our own clinical 
program has started, such as the alumni group SCALES 
Connect, and also our Law in the Community Unit. 
 

Angie Italiano says: 
 

A ending allowed me to see the huge amount pas-
sion and effort that is put into giving students the 
ability to experience clinics during their law degree. 
An opportunity I recommend all law students to take 
part in.   
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Student	Ambassadors	Mentor	Aspiring	Legal	Eagles	

Murdoch University’s Law School moo ng ambassadors are helping to develop the next genera on of would-be lawyers. 
Over 30 students from years 10 to 12 recently a ended a Mock Trial Training Seminar and Workshops led by the Murdoch 
School of Law’s newly-appointed Moot Court Ambassadors. 
 

Murdoch University is a major sponsor of The Law Society of WA’s Mock Trial Compe on for high school students across the 
state. 
 

Mock trials are simulated court cases where students play the roles of lawyers, witnesses and court officials to contest a fic -
ous legal ma er. 

 

The students from schools including Hale, John Cur n, Guildford Grammar and Rossmoyne used Murdoch’s high-tech moot 
courtroom, where they were coached on each element of the trial from the opening statement, case theories and cross-
examina ons to the closing statement. 
 

Moot Court Ambassador Chen Da Tan said it was rewarding to help nurture the skills of high schoolers and provide them with a 
glimpse into life as a university student. 
 

“If I had the opportunity to give my past self some advice, I would probably give him a hug, and tell him he’s good enough. I 
would tell him law school will be incredibly challenging, but incredibly rewarding,” he said. 
 

“You only get what you put into it, so just put yourself out there, push yourself, do things you wouldn’t normally dare to do, 
and you’ll be surprised at what you get out of it!” Mr Tan said. 
 

Moo ng and Event Coordinator, Michelle Barron, said the Mock Trial workshops provided school students with snapshots into 
career op ons they may not have considered previously. 
 

“The program enables the ambassadors to impart their knowledge and experience onto high school students wan ng to do 
law,” she said. 
 

“Presen ng Mock Trial demonstra ons, as well as a seminar on topics such as ‘Who owns the moon?’, are just some of the 
ac vi es we do to showcase what it’s like to be a law student.” 
 

“It is a fantas c opportunity for students to develop their advocacy skills and get a taste of the legal world. Many students ex-
pressed that it gave them a be er insight as to whether they would like to pursue a career in law,” she said. 
 

The Moot Court Ambassadors will con nue to showcase Murdoch Law School’s moo ng prowess with university moo ng com-
pe ons and mock trial demonstra ons at high schools, Murdoch University Open Day, career expos and seminars. 
 

This is the fourth year Murdoch has hosted the mock trial training seminar and workshops. All students are par cipa ng in the 
Law Society of WA’s Mock Trial Compe on. 

(L – R) Moo ng ambassadors Chen Da Tan, Nicola Thomas-Evans (a recent Murdoch Law Graduate), Domenico Romeo, Kevin Jarre , Kashmirra Thevar,  
            Andy Hunter and Jessie Lonergan are helping the next genera on of would-be lawyers.  
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Please email Danny on PVP@msls.asn.au  
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Student	lawyers	have	their	say	on	‘national	
tragedy’	of	Indigenous	incarceration	

Five Murdoch University students could help reform Australian law a er having their submissions accepted into an Australian 
Government inquiry into Indigenous incarcera on rates. Law students from the third year Social and Welfare Law unit re-
searched the issue, and suggested legal measures that could reduce the over representa on of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders (ATSI) in prisons.  Demi Thackrah, Dayna Lazarides, Anna Lee, Caitlin Joensson and Jazelle Francis made submissions 
that were accepted. 
 

According to na onal sta s cs published in 2016, ATSI prisoners make up 27 per cent of the na onal prison popula on, but 
make up only three per cent of the overall popula on. 
 

The successful submissions were accepted by the Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC), which is considering changes to 
laws to help address the problem, described by former A orney General George Brandis as a ‘na onal tragedy’. Their final re-
port will be tabled in Parliament and released publicly later in 2018. 
 

Law lecturer Anna Notley, who teaches the Murdoch unit, said she encouraged all her students to make submissions.  
“Murdoch’s law school is dedicated to producing graduates with social consciences who want to make a difference, so making 
submissions to this enquiry was a valuable exercise for the students,” she said.  “The professional skill required to write such a 
submission is highly valued by employers. It is also quite an achievement to have submissions accepted alongside those of 
judges, social jus ce lawyers and top policy makers, as our students were for this inquiry. 
 

Ms Lazarides said wri ng the submission helped her to understand how legisla on is not always beneficial to everyone in the 
community. “Working within the area of law reform really appealed to me and now I am comple ng my prac cal legal training 
at the Environmental Defender’s Office of Western Australia, where I am assis ng in law reform projects daily,” she said. 
 

Ms Joensson added that she was pleased to be able to contribute publicly to an issue she is passionate about advoca ng 
change for. “I was fortunate enough to do some work with the Murdoch Law School/SCALES clinic researching Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody prior to making the submission,” she said. “During this me I was able to meet with and interview an Indige-
nous community member who explained to me the adverse effect that imprisonment for fine only offences has had on her 
family. 
 

The students’ submissions are publicly available and can be read under their names on the Australian Law Reform Commission 
website. 

(L - R) Caitlin Joensson, Dayna Lazarides, tutor Anna Notley and Anna Lee.  
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Events - 14 – 18 May 2018 

The law affects each of our daily lives; from knowing our rights under the law, crea ng employment con-
tracts, how a media on works, se ng up a business, having a will prepared or simply knowing what to do 
or where to go for legal assistance. 
 
Law Week is an annual opportunity for the legal profession to engage with the Western Australian com-
munity to build a shared understanding of the vital role of the law in our society. 
 
During Law Week, the Law Society  showcases a series of events and informa on sessions focusing on law 
and jus ce in the community such as: 
 

A orney General’s Community Service Law Awards 
Presented as part of Western Australian Law Week in May, the two Law Awards recognise one individual 
legal prac oner and one organisa on which have provided outstanding pro bono legal services to the 
Western Australian community. Nomina ons are now open. Visit h p://
www.department.dotag.wa.gov.au/C/community_service_law_awards.aspx?uid=4210-2738-2502-2217 
 
Register and Save the Date 
 Law Week Breakfast and the 2018 A orney General’s Community Service Law Awards, Monday, 14 

May 2018, Parmelia Hilton Perth 

 The Law Access Walk for Jus ce 2018, Tuesday, 15 May 2018, Commencing in front of the Bell Tow-
er on the CBD foreshore at Barrack Square, Elizabeth Quay 

 Annual Quiz Night, Tuesday, 15 May 2018, arranged by Pragma Legal, at Subiaco Sports Club 

 Law Week Panel Presenta on hosted by the Law Society’s Young Lawyers Commi ee, Wednesday, 
16 May 2018, Supreme Court of Western Australia 

 Social Jus ce Career Opportuni es Evening, Thursday 17 May 2018, Parmelia Hilton Perth 

 Panel Discussion – My Culture My Story: Aboriginal Women Leaders in Law, Friday, 18 May 2018, 
Old Court House Law Museum, Perth 

 CPD Day for Country Prac oners, Friday 18 May 2018, 160 St Georges Terrace, Perth 

 Law Week Awards Night, Friday, 18 May 2018, Bankwest Place, Perth 

 
Visit h ps://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au/community/law-week/ to register for these events 
 
Free informa on sessions to members of the Community by:  

 Consumer Protec on 

 Public Trustees 

 Strata Community Associa on WA 



 16 

Law	Café	Series		
We have had a great start to the School’s 2018 Law Café Series.  These informal gatherings of staff and students on a Friday 
a ernoon are designed to both showcase staff research and provide a regular forum where topics of interest can be discussed 
in a suppor ve and friendly atmosphere.  
 
The Series was kicked off on 8th March, as part of Interna onal Women’s Day, Associate Professor Guy Hall spoke about current 
and ongoing research by Marion Whi le, a PhD student at Murdoch University on how Judges comment at the sentencing of 
people convicted of domes c homicide, en tled “Wicked Women and Devastated Men: Judicial Perspec ves in the Sentencing 
of Domes c Murderers”.   
   
In this presenta on, Guy focused on domes c murder, comparing the 
treatment of male and female offenders and considering the reliance by 
judges on gender stereotypes and tradi onal no ons of marriage and 
family.  The series con nued on the 9th March with a forum about careers 
in law for women in recogni on of Interna onal Women’s Day.   
 
The discussion was led by four female academic staff: Anna Copeland 
(Director, SCALES), Associate Professor Mary Anne Kenny (Program Man-
ager of the Graduate Diploma in Australian Migra on Law and Prac ce, 
Professors Kate Lewins and Lisa Young).  The staff shared the stories of 
their careers (spanning law school, private prac ce, public sector legal 
prac ce and the community legal sector) and the challenges they had 
faced, with students, and other staff, joining in as the session progressed 
to discuss their own experiences and seek advice on different career 
paths.  
 
The second gathering in this year’s Series was held on 23rd March.   
 
Professor Kate Lewins began the session explaining the serendipitous 
path by which she became an interna onal expert on liability for events 
on cruise ships, and why the area is so complex (aided by the de  use of a 
whiteboard and a s ck-on boat!).   
 
This was followed by Steve Shaw presen ng on costs reforms.  Steve did 
his PhD on costs, and is now one of Perth’s leading experts in the area, 
providing advice in complex costs ma ers.  Both seminars were well 
a ended by staff and students and resulted in some lively debate and we 
look forward to more sessions throughout the remainder of the year. 

VC	Citation	for	Excellence	in	Enhanced	Learning 	

Associate Professor Mary Anne Kenny has been awarded a Vice Chan-
cellors Cita on for Excellence in Enhanced Learning. 

The cita on was for “using situated learning experiences to mo vate 
and inspire students to use the law for posi ve social change.” 

Associate Professor Kenny has taught in the areas of migra on law, 
refugee law, human rights and clinical legal educa on at Murdoch 
University for almost 20 years.  Her teaching is influenced by her ex-
perience and prac ce in social jus ce.  Her teaching fosters an envi-
ronment for students to see their capacity to use law as a tool to 
make posi ve change.  She was rated as one of the top 10% of teach-
ing staff in the student surveys of teaching in 2017.   

She will formally receive the award from the Vice Chancellor in May 
2018. 



 17 

US	Judge	shares	Boston	Marathon	bombing	case	
with	Murdoch	law	

On Tuesday 17th April 2018, US Magistrate Judge, The Honourable Marianne B. Bowler spoke about her experiences of the 
Boston Marathon bombing case; as well as other terrorist incidents within the court system, in the Kim E. Beazley Lecture 
Theatre, with about 100 staff, students and external visitors in the audience.   
 
The Hon. Emeritus Professor Ralph Simmonds was kind enough to MC the event in the absence of Professor Jürgen Bröhmer, 
who is currently away teaching in Shanghai. Using his experience as a Supreme Court Judge he was able to relate some inter-
es ng stories of his own. 
 
The U.S. Consul General, Rachel Cooke, spoke first about US and Australian rela onships in counter-terrorism and then invited 
the Judge to the podium to speak. The session ended with a Q&A session, in which several interes ng ques ons were posed 
to the Judge. 
 
This visit was made possible by the U.S. Consulate Perth. 

(L-R) Professor Kate Lewins, The Hon. Ralph Simmonds, Judge Marianne Bowler, US Consul General Rachel Cooke 
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Chelsea Fruhwirth wins Public Speaking Compe on  

Sorop mist Interna onal is a global volunteer 
movement of women with Clubs spread across 
126 na ons.  WA Clubs recently hosted a Public 
Speaking Compe ons at a number of the metro-
politan Universi es as a means to promote their 
mission to transform the lives and status of wom-
en and girls through educa on, empowerment 
and enabling opportuni es.  
 
Sorop mists asked female University students to 
consider the role of women by speaking to one of 
the following topics:  
 
 What roles can women or girls play in 

changing society? 
 How high can a woman or girl fly? 
 As a woman, what can you do to encour-

age peace in our me?  
 Are women and girls valued in our world? 
 
Murdoch University heat was sponsored by the Sorop mist Club of Rockingham, who provided the $250 to the 
winner, and supported by the Murdoch School of Law. Adjudicators were:  
 
 Dr Janice Dudley, who prior to her recent re rement was coordinator of Murdoch University’s Parliamentary 

and Public Sector Internship program; 
 Dr Sarah Veitch, Academic Coordinator for Learning Support for under graduate students in the Murdoch 

University Centre for University Teaching and Learning; and  
 Ms Linda Punter (President of Sorop mist Interna onal Rockingham). 

 
The winner of this heat, Ms Chelsea Fruhwirth, a final year Law student at Murdoch, who not only went on to rep-
resent Murdoch University against finalists from UWA, Cur n, ECU and Notre Dame at the Grand final  held on the 
24th March, but to ul mately win the compe on.  
 
Par cipants in the final came from a broad cross sec on of areas of study - Rikki Archibald a third year Law student 
from ECU; Joslin Kalsi a PhD scholar in Economics from  Cur n; Zahraa Al Taey enrolled in a Bachelor of Science at 
UWA; and  Reesha Cornelio enrolled in a Doctor of Medicine at Notre Dame. Each of the women had a unique and 
interes ng approach to their topic and making the job of the adjudicators challenging. 
 
The panel of adjudicators was made up of Theresa Lyford, South West Pacific Federa on President for Sorop mist 
Interna onal and Deputy Head of School for Voca onal Business Educa on at RMIT University, Melbourne; Rachel 
King, partner in Corrs li ga on team and experienced Law Society mock trial judge, and Ingrid Waltham, Deputy 
Mayor of Fremantle. 
 
The judges were impressed by Chelsea's presenta on of the story of Edie Windsor in presen ng her argument to 
discuss "what roles can a woman or girl play in changing society ". 
 
The Grand final prize of $500 cash was supplemented by the Sorop mist Clubs of Perth and Fremantle to include a 
trip to Melbourne in order for Chelsea to a end the Sorop mist Interna onal of South West Pacific Federa on 
Conference of Clubs in May. 
 
WA Sorop mist Regional President Anne Allen said. “Sorop mists who heard the speakers at the Grand final were 
unanimous in their praise of all the speakers and we are hopeful that this could be the start of an annual compe -

on.”  
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Graduate	Diploma	in	Australian	Migration	Law	
and	Practice	

In January 2018 we began a new course - Graduate Diploma in Australian Migra on Law and Prac ce.  The Gradu-
ate Diploma takes over from our highly successful Graduate Cer ficate course.  Over 10 years we have had around 
50-70 graduates a year.   

The offering of a diploma will now allow for our students the opportunity to engage in deeper learning and gain 
some prac cal experience in this challenging and ever changing area of law. 

The programme recognised by the Migra on Agents Registra on Authority (MARA) as the required course to allow 
for individuals to register as migra on agent.  

The programme has been a consistently strong program with an excellent na onal reputa on for its teaching and 
delivery.  We are proud of our graduates. Some of those graduates have 
gone on to make significant contribu ons to the Migra on Profession in WA 
and in Australia.  

We have around 25 students enrolled in the course.  The development of the 
Diploma course will allow the incorpora on of prac cal units such as the Mi-
gra on Clinic and Work Integrated Learning. 

The delivery of this programme would not be possible without the hard work 
of the academic and professional staff in the School over the last 10 years. 

Cory	Fogliani	achieves	Masters	of	Law	by	Research	
In February 2018, Cory Fogliani graduated from Murdoch University 

with a Masters of Law by Research.  

Cory’s thesis is tled ‘Unjust enrichment and employee overpayments 

in Western Australia’. It is available for download from Murdoch’s Re-

search Repository. Cory’s thesis looks at the statutory provisions that 

prevent employers from unilaterally making deduc ons from their em-

ployees’ remunera on. It also sets out how the law of unjust enrich-

ment can be used by employers and employees to resolve overpayment 

disputes that arise in an employment context, and makes recommenda-

ons about poten al legisla ve amendment.  

Cory previously graduated from Murdoch University in February 2014 

with a Bachelor of Commerce majoring in Human Resource Manage-

ment, and a Bachelor of Laws. He worked full me as a lawyer during 

his masters study.  

Cory now runs his own law prac ce, Fogliani.Lawyer. The focus of his professional prac ce is in employment law 

and industrial rela ons law. 

Cory has the following message for current and future students at the Murdoch Law School: 

“Being a lawyer is a commitment to life-long learning. Murdoch Law School’s Masters by Re-

search program is a fantas c way to hone your legal research and wri en advocacy skills. If 

you have a passion for the law, then it is worth considering moving into masters-level study 

once you have completed your undergraduate studies. It will assist you in becoming a more 

well-rounded lawyer.” 
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New	Colombo	Program	enables	students	to		
experience	Law,	Business	and	Society	in	India	

In January 2018, 6 Murdoch Law students and 12 Monash Law students travelled to O.P Jindal Global University in India to 
spend three weeks taking part in their India Immersion Programme: An Introduc on to Law Business and Society. The Universi-
ty would like to thank the NCP for funding these amazing opportuni es for our students. The following is what our students 
had to say about the program: 
 
Sam Coten: Par cipa ng in the Indian Immersion Program all seemed fairly logical to me: if I have to do elec ve units, they 
may as well be prac cal. Without wan ng to defame other elec ves, I think it’s safe to say very li le compares to a three week 
Indian adventure that was so much more than study. The Centre of India Australia Studies at O.P. Jindal Global University pre-
pared an incredible programme, which featured a diverse range of lectures and seminars, as well as other enriching academic 
engagements that touched on a variety of issues rela ng to Indian law, business and society. Every detail of the program was 
integral to the overall cultural experience. Everything from the li le cultural eccentrici es (like the lack of toilet paper in public 
squat toilets), to the incredible road trips to Odisha and Agra allowed the programme to connect us with India via media far 
richer than textbooks. Looking back at my me in India, I’d say that this immersion has played a forma ve role in not only devel-
oping my abili es and experience from a legal point-of-view, but has also shaped my personal growth and inter-personal capac-
ity substan ally.  

Joel  Corbe :  The India Immersion Programme really was an 

eye-opener. It was an amazing experience to be able to study 

law in a different environment, engage in discussion with former 

judges, current lawyers and leading business people, but even 

more importantly, immerse in the culture that India has to offer. 

It was great to meet other students from Monash, UNSW and 

ANU as well as the students at O.P Jindal Global University. I 

enjoyed learning from a range of law and business topics espe-

cially as this broadened my knowledge as well as encouraging 

new interests in different law units, such as company law and 

the effect corporate social responsibility has on the law. It was 

fascina ng being able to compare the legal system, legal proce-

dure and law between India and Australia and foster be er rela-

ons between the two countries. 

It would definitely be a programme that I recommend to other 

students. The experience will be one I will not forget, a jam 

packed three weeks which made Australia seem very quiet to the 

bustle and noise of India. 

Sam Coten, Ajay Sahota & Joel Corbe  

(L-R) Ajay Sahota, Nicole Courtney, Anastasia Causton, Poppy 

E hyvoulos, Sam Coten & Joel Corbe  


