
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NEW STRATEGIC APPROACH 
TO PLANNING THE FUTURE OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 
The State Government’s New Strategic 

Direction for Planning in WA 

Seminar Programme 

Chair: Professor Jürgen Bröhmer 

4:00 Registration 

4.10 Welcome-Seminar Chair 

4:20 Evan Jones 
The modern strategic approach to planning-
how it could work in WA 

5:00 Les Stein 
An international Perspective on the Future of 
Town Planning 

5:30 Philip St John 
Planning Reform – Opportunities and Ideas 
from a Local Government Perspective 

6:00 Questions & Panel Discussion: Speakers to be 
joined by Professor Bröhmer and Adjunct 
Professor Glen McLeod 

7:00 Seminar Close 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

When: 
Thursday, 
8 February 2018 
Time: 16:00-19:00 

 
Where: 
Herbert Smith 
Freehills Lecture 
Theatre, 
Murdoch Law School 
South Street 
Murdoch (Building 465) 

 
Registration - $110 (GST incl) 
https://payments.murdoch.edu.au/s
trategic_planning 
Up to 3 CPD-points 
available (Substantive Law) 

Google Maps: 
https://goo.gl/maps/ 
kJpYazJhhyK2 

Contact: 
Prof Jürgen Bröhmer 
law@murdoch.edu.au 
Tel: 08 9360 6820 

murdoch.edu.au 

  

 
 

 
Invitation & Programme 
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ABOUT THE SEMINAR 
While the theory and concepts relating to urban planning have undergone major changes in 
the last 80 or more years, including a greater emphasis on strategic planning, the Western 
Australian planning system has changed little since 1927.  

The modern idea of strategic planning is an evidence-based examination of the character of 
the area to be planned, an analysis of the future increase in population, an assessment of the 
goals and aspirations for that future derived with the help of the community, and then a 
conclusion on the way in which land should be used to further the goals and aspirations. The 
modern emphasis in city planning is on reliance on the strategic plan as it carries the hopes of 
the community.  

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 
Evan Jones 
Evan is a town planner and urban designer with experience in 
public and private sectors across Australia. He has his own 
planning consultancy, Responsive Environments, and has 
been engaged by the Western Australian Government to 
undertake a review of the State’s planning system. 

Evan has written metropolitan plans for Greater Brisbane and 
Sydney. He developed the internationally recognised Liveable Neighbourhoods Code and was 
instrumental in the urban renewal projects in Perth, including Armadale and Midland. He 
headed the W.A. planning system for several years and has been responsible for planning 
legislation being passed in four States.  

Philip St John 
Philip was appointed CEO of the City of Fremantle in February 2016, 
after a career of more than 25 years’, largely within local government. 
Philip’s expertise and qualifications are in town planning, and has held 
executive management level roles in planning and development in a 
number of diverse Western Australian local governments. 

In 2005 Philip was appointed Director of Planning and Development at 
the City of Fremantle.  In this role he led the City through many 
statutory and policy changes, including finalisation of a new Local 
Planning Scheme, a number of major scheme amendments to facilitate 
the regeneration now underway within the Fremantle CBD.  Philip left Fremantle to take up 
the role of Director of Planning at the City of Wanneroo in 2014, prior to his return to 
Fremantle as CEO in 2016. 

As a planner Philip’s particular interests have been the development of innovative planning 
policies, and sustainable and diverse housing, and trying to reconcile the sometimes 
conflicting objectives of planning reform and quality decision making. In 2012 he was awarded 
the LGPA WA Professional Planner of the Year award by the Local Government Planners’ 
Association for his leading work on diverse housing planning policies. 

 

  



 

 

Leslie Stein 
Les Stein is a well-known author and Urban Planner. He is an Adjunct 
Professor of Urban Planning at the University of Sydney and has written 
several books on planning and development, including Principles of 
Planning Law and Urban Legal Problems. His recently published book is 
entitled Comparative Urban Land Use Planning: Best Practice. 

Les is experienced in planning law and reform, having been heavily 
involved in planning reform in Sydney where he lives, as the Chief 
Counsel for the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy. Prior to his return to 
Australia in 2016 Les lived and worked in New York where he was the 
Senior Fellow at the Global Centre for Environmental Legal Studies and 
a Visiting Scholar at the Sabin Centre for Climate Change Law at 
Columbia University. 

Glen McLeod 
Glen is recognised as one of Western Australia’s preeminent 
environmental and planning lawyers, and he has wide-ranging local and 
international experience. He is Principal of the specialist environmental 
and town planning firm Glen McLeod Legal and an Adjunct Professor in 
the Law School at Murdoch University. 

Glen a Board Member of both the Environmental Protection Authority, 
and the Waste Authority of WA, the immediate past Chair of the 
International Bar Association’s Environmental Health and Safety 
Committee; the general editor of Planning Law in Australia, and co-editor 
of the Australia-wide Local Government Law Journal 

 

Jürgen Bröhmer 
Jürgen is the Dean and Professor of Law at Murdoch University Law School 
with expertise in public international law, European Union law, human 
rights law and comparative constitutional and administrative law. 

 

  



 

WHERE WE ARE AND PARKING 

 

 


	The State Government’s New Strategic Direction for Planning in WA
	Seminar Programme
	Thursday,
	Murdoch Law School South Street Murdoch (Building 465)
	law@murdoch.edu.au
	Tel: 08 9360 6820


