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Centre for Advanced Veterinary Education

Vision: 
Advancement of education for the veterinary profession.

Mission: 
To provide the veterinary profession with educational advancement opportunities that engage with 
research excellence and best practice initiatives.

Murdoch University’s Centre for Advanced Veterinary Education – CAVE offers the veterinary profession 
with evidence-based educational advancement opportunities through the provision of current research 
data, by world class presenters, using varied delivery mediums and an array of flexible continuing 
education programs. 

As veterinary medicine evolves in complexity with new developments and research findings, client 
expectations about veterinary care are also increasing. CAVE delivers CPD programs to optimise 
opportunities for knowledge advancement that encourage lifelong learners to engage with best 
practice initiatives for the good of their profession, their clientele and the community.



CAVE Membership

The Centre for Advanced Veterinary Education invites the veterinary profession to 
share our vision through our annual membership initiative. By joining CAVE through 
either individual or practice membership, you are demonstrating a commitment to 
continuing professional development in all aspects of veterinary care and you will 
receive a ‘commitment sticker’ that can be displayed in a location of your choice 
(removable) to demonstrate your commitment.

CAVE provides a number of opportunities for the veterinary profession to engage with 
CPD, some of which are outlined below:

• CAVE Clinical Skills Week

• DermClub

• Get Engaged Series 

• Evening Lectures

• MOVE – Murdoch Online Veterinary Education

• Face to Face Seminars

• Veterinary Nurse CPD Series 

• Day Courses and Workshops

• Regional Visits

• Surgery Series

Your membership fee is a tax deductable expense. Your support and involvement  
with CAVE is very much appreciated and assists us to provide quality advanced 
veterinary education.

Membership Table

Benefit
Individual 

Membership
Practice 

Membership1

Recent 
Murdoch 
University 
Graduate 

Membership2

Current 
Murdoch 
University 

Staff 
Membership

Current 
Murdoch 
University 
Student 

Membership

PIVE and PPG 
Partnership 

Practice 
Membership3

Up to 20% discount off all 
course fees and reading 

materials
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* ✔ ✔

Two complimentary CAVE 
CPD opportunities (including 
recordings available for those 

not local to Perth) 

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* ✔

20% discount to the CAVE 
Clinical Skills Week ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

CAVE Commitment Sticker 
Individual or Practice ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔** - ✔**

  Annual summary of all CPD 
completed via the CAVE Office ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Online access to selected 2016 
and previous years’ lecture 

recordings and  notes
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ - ✔

Annual Membership Certificate ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Notification on all upcoming 
events and courses ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Networking   opportunities ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* ✔

    Membership Fee $230 $600 Free Free Free Free

1 Practice Membership applies to physical address of practice
2 Recent Graduate applies to students who completed their studies in 2015 / 2016
3 By invitation only via The College of Veterinary Medicine, Murdoch University
* Where places are available
** Practice Commitment Sticker, received by the Murdoch University department for which the staff member is aligned/ Practice for which the membership is aligned.

For more information regarding  
CAVE Membership visit:  
goto.murdoch.edu.au/
CAVEMemberships

CAVE 2018

This practice is committed to best practice 
principles through regular continuing 
professional development with the 

Centre for Advanced 
Veterinary Education.



CAVE CPD Program 2018

CAVE Clinical Skills Week
Tuesday 6 – Friday 9 February 2018

The CAVE Clinical Skills Week is a forum designed to provide veterinary practitioners with CPD advancement opportunities in a range 
of areas. Each day will include up to date information on best practice initiatives in veterinary care and practical sessions with hands 
on workshops. Participants will gain confidence in their ability to meet industry expectations through improved knowledge and skills 
in their area of speciality.

• Anaesthesia & Emergency and Critical Care Tuesday 6
• Clinical Pathology    Wednesday 7
• Surgery     Thursday 8
• Dermatology     Friday 9

The Building Blocks for a 
successful Anaesthetic
Anaesthesia can be a stressful situation at times, with many 
things to consider. This workshop will enable you to establish 
a good basis for all your anaesthetics. We aim to give you tips 
and tricks to help improve the peri-anaesthetic management of 
all your patients so that the best outcomes are possible. 

Emergency and Critical Care 
Procedures Laboratory 
Emergency and critical care patients are often unstable and 
require invasive diagnostic and therapeutic procedures in 
a timely fashion to optimize their care. This laboratory will 
provide hands-on opportunities to practice several emergency 
and critical care procedures as well as techniques for obtaining 
samples of body fluids for diagnostic purposes. 

Clinical Pathology:  
Bone Marrow, Cytology  
and Blood Smears
Clinical Pathology can be tricky to interpret and obtaining 
useful samples are key when interpretation of laboratory 
reports are required. This day will cover all you need to know 
about bone marrow, cytology and blood smears from a clinical 
pathology perspective.

Surgery:  
Small Animal Surgery Gems
This aim of this day is to provide practitioners with several 
‘gems’ in both soft tissue and orthopaedic surgery to improve 
outcomes for surgical patients. The day will comprise of 
seminars as well as hands on practical demonstrations/
workshops to ensure participants are given opportunities to 
improve their confidence and ability in orthopaedic and soft 
tissue surgery.

Dermatology:  
Diagnostic Success
The challenge with dermatology cases is that many skin 
conditions with a different aetiology present with similar 
clinical signs. The veterinarian in general practice must be 
able to collect and interpret cytologic specimens from the 
skin and ears and use this information to guide the selection 
of the most appropriate treatment. The day will comprise of 
case-based seminars as well as practical tips for collection 
and interpretation of cytology from a range of different skin 
diseases. 

2017 CAVE Clinical Skills Week participant…

“The presenters were first class and their 
selected topics were skilfully condensed 
to necessary facts and techniques so that 
practitioners all left with several gems of 
wisdom and tips that are the cornerstone of 
any successful CPD activity. Every session 
in which I participated achieved this. I 
look forward to next year’s Clinical Skills 
Week and encourage all my veterinary 
colleagues to attend”.

Dr Graham Harradine 
Harradine & Associates 
Veterinary Surgeons 

Bunbury WA



MOVE – Murdoch Online Veterinary Education
MOVE provides opportunities for veterinarians to participate in live and interactive small animal sessions that are presented by 
leading specialists in their field. From home or work, veterinarians have been able to attend one hour interactive lectures on 
topics applicable to everyday practice. All sessions are also archived so if you are unable to attend or get called away during the 
presentation, you will be able to review it at a later time.

Murdoch Online Veterinary Education 2017

Date Presenter Topic

Tues 20 February Lisa Smart Acute abdominal distention

Tues 13 March Shasta Lynch Treating canine and feline lymphoma

Tues 10 April Griet Haitjema Adjusting anaesthesia in real time when monitoring indicates a problem 
with pressures, temperatures, ventilation and see-saw depth.

Tues 8 May Mark Newman Improving outcomes in canine patellar luxation

Tues 12 June Corrin Boyd Acute kidney injury

Tues 24 July Lisa Smart Coagulation testing in practice

Tues 14 August Claire Sharp Approach to acute diarrhoea in the era of faecal PCR

Tues 4 September Martina Mosing Pain management in ophthalmology cases

Tues 30 October Mandy Burrows Management of chronic pruritus in the dog and cat

Tues 13 November Melissa Claus Approach to fever
 

Get Engaged
The Get Engaged Series is a complimentary offering to the CAVE Membership Community. Each evening is designed to provide 
networking opportunities as well as valuable updates in veterinary education. We encourage all CAVE Members to attend these 
evenings and recordings of each presentation are available for those unable to attend.

Date Presenter Topic

Wednesday 7 March Dr Nicole Liang Murdoch Remote Outreach – Surgery in the Wild West

Since the 1990’s the Veterinary Science program at Murdoch University 
has conducted trips to regional Shires and Indigenous Communities in 
the north and east of the state to provide veterinary care and neutering 
of community dogs. The trips involve veterinary students in the final year 
of the course, supervised by qualified veterinarians from the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, operating a temporary mobile sterilization clinic. We 
would like to expand this program and invite general practice veterinarians 
to consider contributing to the program through volunteering or donating. 
Would you like to hear about this program? If so we have an information 
night with the coordinator of the program Dr Nicole Laing

Wednesday 22 August Dr Melinda Bell Effective Feedback in the Clinical Setting

Veterinarians and veterinary nurses spend a considerable amount of 
time teaching in their practices – new staff, trainee nurses and veterinary 
students. Giving effective feedback in the clinical setting is an essential skill 
for improving a learner’s skill acquisition and performance, but is often 
difficult to achieve and deliver in a time-efficient manner. This session is a 
practical guide to giving effective feedback in a clinical setting in order to 
improve your team (or students’) performance.



CAVE CPD Program 2018

Veterinary Nurse CPD 
CAVE will hold a series of 3 evening presentations with the aim to consolidate current knowledge, expand understanding and 
improve confidence in everyday practice. Each evening will provide participants with the opportunity to engage and network with 
likeminded individuals who share a passion for promoting best practice initiatives in animal care and wellbeing.

Date Presenter Topic

Wed 30 May Dr Jill Griffiths Stabilising the Emergency Patient - moving from the “Help! What do 
I do?” to the “OK, I’ve got this.”

Stabilizing emergency patients can be a challenge to stabilize, as often 
you don’t know what’s going on and need to try to stop them dying for 
long enough to allow you to work out what’s going on. There are some 
fundamentals that apply to all patients, so in this session we’ll look at what 
these are, why they’re important, and how they can be applied to different 
emergency accessions.

Wed 27 June Dr Mandy Burrows Approach to pruritus in the dog and cat

Pruritus is a common problem in dogs and cats and a frequent source of 
frustration for owners. The veterinary nurse often has to answer questions 
from owners and provide advice and reassurance about strategies to 
reduce itching until the patient can visit the veterinary clinic. This lecture 
will cover the common causes of itching in dogs and cats and the basic 
strategies for management

Wed 1 August Dr Corrin Boyd Interpretation of bloods in the emergency situation

Running bloodwork is a daily occurrence in small animal practice, both 
in the diagnosis of sick pets and as routine screening. Interpretation of 
bloodwork in the emergency context will be discussed, including some case 
studies and discussion about the types of tests currently being used.

DermClub
CAVE is pleased to bring 6 evening presentations to the veterinary profession in 2018. DermClub is a complimentary offering to the 
veterinary profession and we encourage both veterinarians and veterinary nurses to attend. The DermClub series will see 3 evenings 
at Murdoch University and 3 evenings north of the River at The Saint George Hotel, Innaloo.

Date Presenter Topic Location

Wed 24 January Dr Mandy Burrows Cutaneous infestations/infections: 
Malassezia dermatitis

Murdoch University

Wed 14 March Dr Fiona Scholz Cutaneous infestations/infections: New 
concepts in staphylococcal infection: 
microbiome and biofilms

The Saint George Hotel

Wed 9 May Dr Mandy Burrows Allergic disease: diagnosis: atopic disease 
versus contact allergy: new updates

Murdoch University

Wed 18 July Dr Fiona Scholz Allergic disease: management: 
prednisolone vs ciclosporin

The Saint George Hotel

Wed 12 September Dr Mandy Burrows Allergic disease: management: oclacitinib 
vs lokivetmab

Murdoch University

Wed 21 November Dr Fiona Scholz Otitis externa: refractory and recurrent 
cases

The Saint George Hotel



Mental Health Symposium
Symposium date to be released late 2017

The Mental Health Symposium will be a full day event that will include a range of speakers to present their current activities in Vet 
Mental Health as well as contributions from research active individuals to deliver their research findings. There will be opportunities 
for Q&A at the end of each presentation. The afternoon will include a discussion panel who will work through a structured ‘SWOT’ 
analysis to identify what is currently being done and what could be and should be done moving forward.

Wildlife Health and Conservation Short Course
Course dates to be released early 2018

This 5 day intensive short course will provide participants with the practical training needed to confidently incorporate wildlife health 
into their existing roles and career pathways. Wildlife and biodiversity are globally threatened by emerging diseases, with biosecurity 
implications for human and livestock health, resulting in the need for those working on the frontline with wildlife to possess the skills 
and knowhow to undertake disease surveillance. This includes rangers, ecologists, environmental consultants in mining, rehabilitation 
centres, veterinary nurses and veterinarians in practice, and not-for-profit wildlife conservation organisations.

Key features of the course include the relevance of wildlife health to a range of organisations and careers, how to capture/restrain 
and sample different species, which samples to collect and what test to use, humane euthanasia, chemical immobilisation including 
darting, and necropsy of different taxonomic groups.

The course is highly practical, with two thirds being delivered as laboratory or field sessions to apply the information gained through 
concise lecture material. All participants will be provided with the equipment needed to conduct the various lab and field activities, 
and course notes including copies of lecture slides.

There is a focus on basic principles and ethical approaches, as well as relevant legislation for certain activities such as chemical 
immobilisation and euthanasia.



CRICOS Provider Code 00125J  -  SCH525-9-17

Centre for Advanced Veterinary Education (CAVE)
90 South Street 
Murdoch WA 6150  
Telephone: +61 8 9360 6342 
Fax: +61 8 9360 7283  
Email: cave@murdoch.edu.au

View our full program and online packages at: 
GoTo.murdoch.edu.au/CAVEC
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To subscribe to our free mailing list or to locate further information  
about the CAVE CPD Program, visit our website:  
Goto.murdoch.edu.au/CAVE

To find out more about CAVE Membership, please visit:  
Goto.murdoch.edu.au/CAVEMemberships

Course registration for each CPD opportunity is available via the CAVE website from late 2017.


