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Blood transfusions are 
a life-saving therapy 
for dogs and cats with 
specific conditions. 
The Animal Hospital at Murdoch University 
operates a fully stocked cat and dog blood 
bank providing small animal veterinary 
patients with the best possible transfusion 
care. The blood bank is made possible 
through the generosity of community pet 
owners. These cats and dogs are our life-
saving super heroes! 

Dogs and cats require blood products for 
a variety of disease processes including: 
haemorrhaging from trauma (motor vehicle 
accidents or dog attacks), coagulopathy 
disorders associated with poisoning, bleeding 
masses affecting the liver or spleen, and in 
auto-immune conditions that lead to severe 
anaemia. We provide blood component 
therapy for transfusion needs in dog and cat 
patients specifically targeted to the needs 
of individual patients. This reduces the risk 
of unnecessary transfusion reactions in the 
recipient and costs to the client are reduced 
as the patient only receives the required 
blood component.

The Blood Bank is an essential and multi-
faceted service that The Animal Hospital has 
invested significantly in over the last three 
years. Since its official inception in 2015, the 
program has helped many animals in need 
of life saving blood transfusions. In 2017 
alone, clinicians at TAHMU completed 177 
blood component therapy transfusions. Many 
of these patients were referred to TAHMU 
specifically for blood transfusion. Additionally, 
the bank is able to provide donations of 
blood products to other veterinary hospitals 
in Perth, when needed for emergency 
purposes in circumstances when the 
patient cannot be transported safely. The 
Community Blood Bank at TAHMU is now 
the largest veterinary hospital-based blood 
bank in Australia; a unique asset for clinicians 
practicing at TAHMU and for training our 
veterinary students. 

Four-legged donors saving lives
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The service would not be possible without 
the ongoing support of our generous 
sponsors:

• Abaxis Global Diagnostics

• Boehringer Ingelheim

• Merck - MSD Animal Health

• Hill’s Pet Nutrition

Ensuring a continuous supply of blood 
products to meet our patient needs, the 
program aims to have a minimum of 25 
dogs and 20 cats on its register with donors 
visiting the hospital every 10-12 weeks, 
totalling over 180 visits per year. All potential 
dog and cat donors receive a comprehensive 
health screen prior to being accepted.

Owner Jim White with donors Piper and Max.

Does your pet have what it takes to be a donor hero? 
Please contact The Blood Bank Coordinator Michelle Rouffignac on 
communitybloodbank@murdoch.edu.au or 1300 652 494 for further details.

Donors Albus and Bane.



Big leap in 
the small 
world
A cytology and 
haematology microscope, 
was recently purchased 
thanks to the generosity 
of one of our donors, 
Betty Barker. 

The new microscope, with a dual teaching 
head for the In-hospital Diagnostic 
Laboratory, provides high-end images which 
enable visualisation of structures that used 
to go amiss on the conventional microscope. 
Pointing out certain microscopical findings 
to students can be challenging, particularly if 
the issue is uncommon.

Dr Kathrin Langner, Senior Registrar Small 
Animal Medicine, recently demonstrated 
the advantages of the new microscope as 
she struggled to describe a possible viral 
inclusion body in a neutrophil granulocyte to 
a student group. The image was rather blurry 
and given the large number of surrounding 
neutrophils, it was close to impossible to 
try and direct by announcing ‘Check at 11 
o’clock’ or ‘Check north-north-west’. After 
marking the location on the slide, Dr Langner 
moved over to Betty’s microscope and 
pointed the arrow at the structure in the 
neutrophil. Within no time, every student 
could identify precisely what she was 
talking about.

Having a microscope within a few paces of 
the treatment rooms is essential to enable 
clinicians to make quick diagnoses in 
critically ill patients. The additional teaching 
head (i.e. a second eyepiece system) allows 
simultaneous viewing of the specimen by a 
student (or other clinician) and is an excellent 
teaching tool, whilst also serving an essential 
hospital purpose.

The new microscope will replace the old 
(much used but no-longer fit-for-purpose) 
existing microscope.

Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, Ex Nigerian President and Chair Africa Progress Group  
on a visit to the College of Veterinary Medicine.

It is with this in mind I wish to sincerely thank 
our prizes donors for confirming your support 
of a prize for each of the graduating classes; 
the gifts you give to help recognise our 
students’ achievements are appreciated.

As well as supporting the efforts of our 
veterinary students, donations continue 
to make a difference to the work of our 
researchers. Thanks to the support of our 
donors, Dr Ini Mosing is currently developing 
a medical monitoring belt that will provide 
non-invasive imaging of lung function for 
small animals, Dr Mark Newman is using 
3D printing to investigate factors that 
contribute to bone healing in small breed 
dogs and Associate Professor Alan Lymbery is 
investigating a new anaesthesia for pet fish.

It’s been my honour to welcome a number of 
guests to the College in recent weeks. Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo, the twelfth President 
of Nigeria, visited the College as part of 
his tour of the University; the College was 
delighted to welcome Mrs Betty Barker, a 
long time supporter of Murdoch’s veterinary 
endeavours, to showcase the equipment to 
which she so kindly contributed; and I met 
with veterinary alumnus, Dr Craig Challen, 
following his acceptance of an honorary 
doctorate in recognition of his part in 
the rescue of twelve Thai children and his 
on-going support of Murdoch’s veterinary 
students and graduates.

Reunions have been planned for veterinary 
alumni for the 1988, 1998 and the 2008 
graduating classes; and a veterinary alumni 
reception will be taking place as part of the 
2019 AVA national conference to be held in 
Perth in May of next year.

Thank you for your continued support of 
Murdoch’s veterinary program.

From the 
Principal

The second half of 
2018 is proving to be as 
rewarding as it is busy.
As a result of the transition from the Bachelor 
of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery (BVMS) 
degree to the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
(DVM) degree, the College of Veterinary 
Medicine will have two graduating classes 
in 2018, one finishing with the new DVM 
qualification and the other finishing with the 
BVMS qualification.

The two groups have differently structured 
courses. As I write, the DVM cohort have 
participated in the inaugural, and highly 
successful, DVM Research Project conference 
and are well into their core rotations. Parallel 
to this the BVMS group are working through 
their electives and preparing for their 
Presentation Day. 

The groups will be completing their courses 
at different times and the College will 
therefore be hosting two Registration Days.
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Cutting edge surgery restores 
Tigger’s kidney function

Tigger, previously a healthy 
young cat, was rushed 
to The Animal Hospital 
at Murdoch University 
(TAHMU) in June of this 
year after collapsing. 
Blood tests showed that her kidneys were 
functioning very poorly. An immediate CT 
scan identified that a stone was blocking 
her ureter, the tube that carries the urine 
from the kidney to the bladder. Traditional 
surgery for blockages of the ureter is difficult 
and often does not carry a good prognosis. 
However, in Tigger’s case, surgeons at 
TAHMU were able to place a device called 
a Subcutaneous Ureteral Bypass System, or 
‘SUBS’. The SUBS is a system of implanted 
tubes that carry the urine directly from 

the kidney into the bladder, bypassing the 
blocked ureter. 

Developed in the USA, this innovative 
system has now been used for several 
cats at TAHMU. Placement of this system 
is facilitated by use of C-arm fluoroscopy, 
a type of advanced X-ray technology that 
can be used to take real-time X-rays during 
surgery. Tigger was cared for in the Intensive 
Care Unit at TAHMU for 8 days and has made 
a good recovery from surgery. 

During this time, Tigger needed a blood 
transfusion which was facilitated by the 
Community Blood Bank at TAHMU. She 
is now happy at home with her family 
and her kidney function has improved 
dramatically. She is receiving ongoing care 
from  specialists in the Internal Medicine, 
Surgery, and Critical Care services.

Australian Veterinary 
Association Conference 2018

The 2018 AVA National Conference held in 
Brisbane in May saw numerous honours bestowed 
upon current and former staff from Murdoch’s 
School of Veterinary Science.

The AVA Annual Conference is the nation’s 
premier veterinary event, covering all fields 
of veterinary science.    

Emeritus Professors David Hampson and 
John Edwards were both recognised for 
their outstanding service and distinguished 
contributions to international veterinary 
science respectively.

Professor Hampson was awarded the Gilruth 
Prize for his distinguished career over four 
decades, which has seen him recognised 
globally for his contribution to research 
and science.

Professor Edwards was awarded the 
prestigious Kesteven Medal for his work in 
developing countries on the control of foot 
and mouth disease, avian influenza and other 
emerging diseases.

Emeritus Professor Richard Read, a former 
Murdoch academic, received a Meritorious 
Service Award, and three Veterinary Alumni 
took out national awards, including Lecturer 
in Clinical Pathology Dr Sue Beetson. She 
won the President’s Award and a Fellows 
Award, along with doctors David Neck and 
Warwick Vale, who also won Fellows Awards.

The conference program included a Murdoch 
Veterinary Alumni networking event 
which provided an excellent opportunity 
for Veterinary Alumni to re-connect with 
colleagues and contemporaries.

Next year the AVA National Conference will 
be held in Perth, with a Veterinary Alumni 
reception included in the program.  

Emeritus Professor John Edwards

Emeritus Professor David Hampson



Veterinary Philanthropy
The important role that philanthropy has played at 
Murdoch University’s College of Veterinary Medicine 
has enabled us to enrich the lives of veterinary students, 
advance the health and welfare of animals and 
disseminate knowledge in the public good.

The way in which donations are made to 
support these important endeavours has 
changed and donors are now invited to give 
directly to Murdoch University.

Previously, donors could support the 
veterinary program by making gifts to the 
Murdoch University Veterinary Trust (the Trust). 
The Trust was wound up on 4 July 2018. The 
principal reason for this move was that the 
Trust was limited with respect to the types of 
funds it could accept. Murdoch University is 
not limited in this way.

The gifts held by the Trust, along with the 
conditions and wishes aligned to those gifts, 
have been transferred to Murdoch University. 
The University will continue to comply with 
those conditions and manage gifts with donor 
wishes in mind.

Donors who wish to support the endeavours 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine program 
are now invited to donate directly to Murdoch 
University and specify that they would like the 
gift to be in support of the veterinary work 
and veterinary science programs undertaken 
by the College.

The support of generous individuals 
and organisations who are passionate 
about veterinary science and animal 
welfare, continues to help the College of 
Veterinary Medicine pursue advancements 
in the health and welfare of animals and 
excellence in veterinary science.

If you wish to make a donation you can do 
so through the online donation portal at 
https://webapps2.murdoch.edu.au/ 
online-donations/

Alternatively, you can return the donation 
form that accompanies the Vet Gazette to:

Vet Gazette
Murdoch University
90 South Street
Murdoch WA 6150 

Robin Sharp | Director of Advancement

For more information regarding this change 
please contact vetfund@murdoch.edu.au 
or call 08 9360 2699.

Murdoch 
steers 
best 
among 
peers
Murdoch University’s 
veterinary and animal 
science students were 
awarded first prize across 
four livestock categories 
at this year’s Perth 
Royal Show.

Blue ribbons were awarded for the 
categories of:

• Grand Champion Steer

• Champion Lightweight Steer

•	Champion	Medium	Weight Steer

• Reserve Champion Medium 
Weight Steer

The Perth Royal Show cattle competition 
is one of the longest-standing contests of 
the show, recognising the best of WA cattle 
breeding. The quality of the animals on 
show is high and competition is fierce.

This year, Murdoch University entered 16 
of its steers, which were hand-raised and 
prepared by 35 veterinary and animal 
science students and staff at each of the 
three farms run by the University at South 
Street, Mundijong and Mardella.

Livestock Manager Kim Thomas said this 
was one of the University’s most successful 
years at the show since it began entering 
animals in 2003.

“The participating 
students this year did 
a terrific job, each 
volunteering about 
50 hours of their time 
to raise the animals; 
feeding and cleaning 
them outside of their 
related fields of study 
in the months ahead of 
show week,” he said.

Murdoch University Chancellor David Flanagan, Vice Chancellor Eeva Leinonen and  
Deputy Vice Chancellor Research and Innovation, David Morrison with veterinary students at the Show.
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