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G
azetteCelebration of Veterinary Milestones

Murdoch played host to a special celebration on 17 February as nearly 
200 of its veterinary community came together to recognise 40 years of 
the Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery (BVMS) qualification 
and 20 years of the Veterinary Trust. 

(L-R Mal Nairn, Clyde McGill, John Yovich, Harriet Moss & Peter Irwin)

The Veterinary Trust was established in 

October 1997 for the principal purpose of 

supporting veterinary science carried out 

at Murdoch University and to assist with the 

advancement of veterinary science, research 

and education in Australia. 

This year, Murdoch’s highly respected BVMS 

qualification will be transitioning to a Doctor 

of Veterinary Medicine degree (DVM). 

The introduction of the DVM, classified as 

a Masters level (postgraduate) degree, has 

given Murdoch an opportunity to refresh and 

update the curriculum and future proof the 

veterinary degree. 

“There has been a concerted effort by 

teaching staff to improve the vertical 

integration of information to focus on essential 

knowledge,” said Professor Peter Irwin, 

Principal of the College of Veterinary Medicine.

“In line with international standards, the 

introduction of a research project to the 

degree has reinforced the importance 

of evidence-based science at the core of 

veterinary education.” 

Joining Professor Irwin at the lectern were two 

former Murdoch University Vice Chancellors/

Deans of the School, one of whom, Emeritus 

Professor Mal Nairn, was honoured on the 

night as perhaps the most instrumental figure 

in establishing the Vet School (now College) as 

a world renowned veterinary teaching facility. 

Professor Nairn was involved in the initial 

planning for the Vet School in the early 1970s 

when the South Street campus was just a pine 

tree plantation.

 (First BVMS Class of 1979 reunited)



Dr Shona Reese (Vet Imaging Specialists) and Dr Griet Haitjema (The Animal Hospital) working 

with a patient in the MRI.

The Animal Hospital at Murdoch University 
has become the first veterinary business in 
Western Australia to purchase and operate 
a powerful 1.5 Tesla Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) scanner. 

The truck-based device, previously used for 
human scanning, allows veterinary specialists 
to non-invasively examine the internal organs 
of pets for abnormalities and disease. 

The high quality images produced are 
already leading to excellent diagnostic 
and treatment plan outcomes for small 
animal patients from The Animal Hospital at 
Murdoch University. 

The MRI will also be used to teach veterinary 
students at Murdoch University, and in future 
human and animal health projects. 

”Previously, radiologists at the university have 
been using a Computed Tomography (CT) 
scanner to examine patients. While this type 
of scanning is excellent for bones and has a 
multitude of applications, the MRI is superior 
for soft tissues like the spinal cord and the 
brain”, said Dr Nerissa Stander, a diagnostic 
imaging specialist who runs the MRI with The 
Animal Hospital. 

“The main use for MRI in our patients is the 
investigation of neurological conditions but 
we can also use the MRI to make tumour 
evaluations in cancer patients and examine 
ligaments and tendons for injuries,” she said. 

“MRI is non-invasive and requires the animals 
to have a general anaesthetic before scanning 

so they do not move in the machine. It 
provides vets with clarity and valuable 
information for diagnosis so they can help pet 
owners make more informed decisions.”

Dr Stander is operating her business Vet 
Imaging Specialists from The Animal Hospital 
and is training staff to use the MRI. 

WA vets and health practitioners were invited 
to a special launch event of the MRI at The 
Animal Hospital on the 30th January. The 
Governor of Western Australia Her Excellency 
the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC officially 
launched the MRI. 

Murdoch University and the Vet College hope 

to make the MRI Machine a permanent service 

for our clients and students. Therefore, the 

university will soon be launching a capital 

fundraising campaign to help raise the funds 

required for the continuation of exceptional 

service and teaching. 

The MRI scanning service is open to patients 

of clients referred to The Animal Hospital by 

vets, outpatients of Vet Imaging Specialists 

and to direct clients of The Animal Hospital. 

MRI Transforming Pet Treatments  
at Murdoch’s Animal Hospital

“Previously, radiologists 
at the university have 
been using a Computed 
Tomography (CT) scanner 
to examine patients. 
While this type of 
scanning is excellent for 
bones and has a multitude 
of applications, the MRI 
is superior for soft tissues 
like the spinal cord and 
the brain.”

(L-R) Professor Peter Irwin, Principal of the College of Veterinary Medicine, Kerry Sanderson AC,  
Former Governor of Western Australia, Professor Eeva Leinonen, Vice Chancellor, Murdoch University 
at the official opening of the MRI.



Dog n Jog

Thank you for your support of Murdoch’s 

veterinary science program.

The impressive breadth of disciplines covered 

by veterinary education necessitates a 

variety of clinical teaching environments and 

constant evolution of our course in order to 

integrate the rapidly changing technologies 

that drive advances in veterinary science. 

Philanthropic support from our donors 

plays an important part in meeting the 

considerable costs aligned to the delivery 

of high quality veterinary education and 

research that informs the wellbeing of 

animals and trains our future vets.

Last year, the generosity of our donors 
supported – 

• Veterinary research projects that aim to 
improve animal and human health, and 
improve the delivery of the curriculum

• The student experience through veterinary 
prizes, scholarships, national competitions 
and outreach programs

• The purchase of much needed veterinary 
medical equipment for deployment in The 
Animal Hospital at Murdoch University

Whilst the way in which people can donate 
to support veterinary science at Murdoch 
University is changing (details of this 
proposed change is outlined on page four), 

the importance of those donations to the 

veterinary community at Murdoch University 

and the positive outcomes they deliver for 

animals and humans alike continues.

I look forward to updating you on the 

difference philanthropy has made in the next 

edition of the Vet Gazette. 

Professor Peter Irwin - Principal of the  

College of Veterinary Medicine.

Making a gift –  
making a difference.

This annual canine extravaganza 
continues to go from strength to 
strength, with nearly 400 people 
bringing their dogs to the South 
Street campus on 25th March. 

The participants had a choice of three 

challenges - a 3.5km walk, a 3.5km run 

or a 10km run, before gathering for a 

range of fun activities in Bush Court. The 

‘Pooch Photo Booth’ proved a big hit where 

attendees had a photo taken with their  

four-legged friends. 

There was also a dog lookalike competition, 

prize for the best-dressed dog, and an array 

of dog tricks on display.

A big thank you to all the student and staff 

volunteers who ensured the day was such 

a success. All donations received at this 

highly popular event were in support of The 

Veterinary Trust. 

(Photos were taken by talented Murdoch 

University student photographers Abi Abalos, 

Glen Raffaele, Jack Teague and Will Edmonds.)
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And Finally…
Thank you for your continued 
interest in the Murdoch University 
College of Veterinary Medicine.

The Vet Gazette is our way of letting you 

know about the latest news and events from 

the staff, students and pets from the College 

and the Animal Hospital at Murdoch University

However, we would love to hear 
from you too!

If you have any questions about 

• The Trust Change Process 

• Further information on Wills and Bequests

• The MRI Fundraising Campaign

• More information on the latest research

• Ways you can support the College

Please contact us at  
Murdoch University College 
of Veterinary Medicine  
Phone: (08) 9360 2731 
Email: Geoff.hutchinson@Murdoch.edu.au 

Why is a change being proposed?
Over the past few years, the Trust has been increasingly limited 

as to the types of funds it is able to accept. This is due to the 

structure of the Trust and changes to Australian tax regulations. 

The University is not limited in this way.

What is the proposed change?
It is proposed that:

• the Trust will no longer be used as a mechanism to support 

philanthropy at Murdoch University’s College of Veterinary 

Medicine; and

• donors will be invited to give directly to Murdoch University.

If the Trust is wound up then all funds currently held by the Trust 

will be transferred to Murdoch University. Murdoch University’s 

Advancement Office would oversee and manage these funds. 

In addition, all future gifts intended to support the veterinary 

program will continue to be managed with the wishes of donors 

in mind.

How will my experience change?
If the Trust is wound up then:

• you will be invited to donate to Murdoch University and your tax 

deductable receipt will reflect Murdoch University’s details; and

• the endeavours and the positive changes you help to bring to 

the lives of Murdoch University’s veterinary students, researchers 

and community through your giving will continue. 

To find out more, please contact  

Mr Geoff Hutchinson Manager Development  

08 9360 2861 or  Geoff.Hutchinson@murdoch.edu.au

Proposed Changes to  
the Veterinary Trust


