THE NAMING OF MURDOCH UNIVERSTTY

As Under Treasurer of the State, Member of the Senate of the
University of Western Australia and Pro-Chancellor, I becane
deeply involved in the processes which led to the establishment
of the State's second university.

On the 15th June 1970, I addressed a minute to the Premier,
the Honourable Sir David Brand, recommending the setting up
of a Planning Board to initiate and implement plans for the
second university. I put forward the names of persons whom
I considered to be suitable appointees to the proposed Board
and also its terms of reference. Cabinet approved my
recommendations on the 23%rd June 1970.

Although detailed and careful consideration had heen given
over several years to the question of new university
development in Western Australias, I was aware of only one
reference to a name for the now institution. In a paper

dated February 1968 and titled "A New University", M.N. Austin
Professor of Classics and Ancient History in the University

of Western Australia ,ommented as follows:-

"When we come to the naming of our second
university, let us not fall back on that of some
local worthy, however well he may have served
his own generation, but rather follow the example
of that great educational entrepreneur William of
Wykeham, who called his second great foundation,
now some 500 years old, simply New College. We
need a New University, or, if we must compromise,
at least let it be something in the nature of a
Brand New University.

"Whether or not our modest Premier would care
for such posthumous fame....."

It is not surprising that little consideration had been given
to naming the new institution as much of the debate had been
on whether it should be completely autonomous ab initio or
whether it should be established in the first instance as a
Collere of the University of Western Australia.

In the course of framing my recommendations to the Premier,
T arrived at the conclusion that it was desirable to decide
as soon as possible, on & name for the new institution and
after considering various possibilitiss came up with a short
list of names which strangely enough all began with the
letter M. The list was:-

¥Mitehell
Menzies
Melville
Murdoch

Sir James Mitchell had been Premier and Governor of the State
and Sir Robert Menzies was a former Prime Minister. ILord
Melville was Secretary for the Colonies around the time the
State was founded and the area in which the new university
was to be built had been named after him.



finally decided to but for-ri the name of Murdoch and in
this respect, my minute to thz Premier dated the 30th June
1970 on Treasurv File 161/70 resds gs follows:-

"The second university will need naming before
long to prevent common usaze giving it a title not
intended, e.g. Somerville or Melville.

"A very suitable name would be Murdoch
University. Sir Walter Murdoch was a foundzation
professor of the University of Western Australia
and is a former Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor
and Chancellor of the University of Western
Australia. He is g distinguished scholar and
man of letters."

I sent my minute into a méétlng of Cabinet which was held on
the day it was written but a decision on the naming of the
institution was deferred.

In the days that followed I had several talks with the Premier
during the course of which we discussed the four lis. He was
inclined to narrow the choice to Murdoch or Menzies.

As the first meeting of the Planning Board was to take place

at 4 p.m. on the 9th July 1970, I was anxious to see the
institution named beforehand but that day dawned w1thout a
decision being taken.

The Chairman of the Planning Board, Professor N.S. Bayvliss,
called on the Premier in the morning of the 9th July. I was
present and mentioned the desirability of naming the
institution that day but the Premier was not disposed to do
so. He mentioned the possibility of inviting the Planning
Board to suggest a nane.

During the course of the discussion, Professor Bayliss asked
the Premier for a message which he could read at the Board's
first meeting scheduled for that afternoon. The Premier
asked me to draft a suitable message.

I was aware that Sir Walter Murdoch's health was failing and
that it was necessary to move quickly if the new university

was to be named after him during his lifetime. I therefore

decided to write the message around his name notwithstanding
the fact that a decision in the matter had not been taken.

It was about 1 p.m. on the 9th July when I placed the meszage
before the Premier. A copy is attached.

The Premier immedittely raised the point that Sir ¥Walter hzad
not been consulted and accordingly the university couvld now
be nemed Mordoch without his permission. I sugrested that
he could be spoken to on the telephone and obtained Sir
David's agreement to ring his home address in South Perth.

When Lady Murdoch answered the call I told her that Sir David
wishzd to speak to her and handed the telephone to the Premier.
Sir David asked if he couvld speak to Sir Walter but Lady
Murdoch said that he was too ill to take the call but she

could convey a message to him.

Sir David then stated the purpose of his call which was to
seek Sir Walter's permission to name the new university after
him.

After several minutes, Lady Murdoch returned to the telephone
and told Sir David that Sir Walter was deeply moved by the
gestire and that he considered it a great honour.



The message was then signed by the Premier and was hgnded: 4o
Professor Bayliss by my secretary shortly before the start
of the first meeting of the Planning Board.

The message was read out at the meeting and so began the life
of Murdoch University shortly before the death of the very
distinguished man after whom the institution was named.

(K.J. Townsing)
C.M.G., I.5.0.

UNDER TREASURER FOR
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

December 1973

NOT _TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE
DECEMBER 1983




Sth J’uly, 1870,

Deor Professor Dayliss,

The firat meeting today of the Plsmning Board

Tor o university south of the Swan jliver is the ba-innin . of o new
chapter in the story of teptisry cducotion in Vestorn Austrells.

I would like to thonk you and your eolleagues for
ggregin: ©o wdertake on important t wk which I am sure you «ill find
both eh,uenrvm ond rowardinge.

You are being eshked to lgy the foundations of an

nstitution which in yeors io cane & vill g 1 voon ...za.;’;m*tra‘b part in the

7ivbs of many thousands of students vwho in Lheix' turn will contribute
to the development of this State and the welfare of its people.

A university should be given s nume in keeping
with the hish stondasrds expected of it as @ place of scholarship ond
l arnin  ond of service to the comuni t¥. I can thin: o @ no more
appropriate name than fardoch Unlversity and the Government hza
dt,u_d(,d that it shall be so namud,

Sir Welter Murdoch is a man who has boen pi oninent
in the life and learnin: of VWestern Australis for more than hali a
century, He wag a foundation professor of t e University of VWegtern
Austraolia and is a former Vice-Chonccllor s Pro-Chicnecllor ang umns:ellor
of the Unlvers Lty of western Australia. He is ¢ distinsuished scholer
snd man of letters. His naw: eives di imnity to our pow university ond
I trust thuc u. pelity 0f its graduat:s will edd Turther lustre to
this name, :

I wish your Board every success in the tosk which
lies sheed of planniny and bringin: fnte being Murdoch Universi ity.

Yours sincerely,
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Profeszor N.§, Bayliss, C.B.t, s
Chairma, '
Planniin:, Board, '
Mundoch University.



