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Minutes of the first meeting of the Planning Board of Murdoch University, second university in Western Australia, held at 4.30 p.m. on 9 July Thursday,1970, in the Vice-Chancellor's Suite, University of Western Australia


Present:



Professor N. S. Bayliss, Chairman






Mr. P. R. Adams, QC






Mr. J. J. Ahern






Mr. A. W. Anderson






Professor G. C. Bolton






Mr. S. B. Cann






Dr. E. J. Edwards






Dr. M. R. Gardiner






Mr. R. M. Hillman






Professor R. J. Moir






Professor W. J. Simmonds






Dr. K. G. Tregonning

1. MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER:

The Chairman read to the meeting the following message from the Hon. the Premier of Western Australia, Sir David Brand:

"Dear Professor Bayliss:

The first meeting today of the Planning Board for a university south of the Swan River is the beginning of a new chapter in the story of tertiary education in Western Australia.

I would like to thank you and your colleagues for agreeing to undertake an important task which I am sure you will find both challenging and rewarding.

You are being asked to lay the foundations of an institution which in years to come will play an important part in the lives of many thousands of students who in their turn, will contribute to the development of this State and the welfare of its people.

"A university should be given a name in keeping with the high standards expected of it as a place of scholarship and learning and of service to the community. I can think of a no more appropriate name than Murdoch University and the Government has decided that it shall be so named.

Sir Walter Murdoch is a man who has been prominent in the life and learning of Western Australia for more than half a century. He was a foundation professor of the University of Western Australia and is a former Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor and Chancellor and man of letters.
His name gives dignity to our new university and I trust that the quality of its graduates will add further lustre to this name.

I wish your Board every success in the task which lies ahead of planning and bringing into being Murdoch University.

Yours sincerely,

David Brand 

Premier"

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE:

1/70
RESOLVED: that the terms of reference contained in the letter of appointment from the Premier to the Chairman be incorporated into the Minutes. The Board's terms of reference are as follows:

(a) 
To formulate plans for the first phase of a 

second  university in Western Australia including provision for a School of Veterinary Science, having regard to the future needs of the community and the requirements of long term planning and the academic inter-relations of the new university with the University of Western Australia.

(b) To prepare estimates of student numbers, and equipment requirements and recurrent and capital costs embracing the first phase of development, for submission to the State Government and the Australian Universities Commission.

(c) To maintain close liaison with the Tertiary Education Commission and the University of Western Australia in respect of the academic and physical planning of the second university.

(d) To make such appointments and to take such action as may be deemed necessary to proceed with the first phase of development.

(e) To execute plans approved by the State Government and the Australian Universities Commission for the first phase of development, within the limits of finance allocated for this purpose

(f)
To make recommendations to the State Government on the form of legislation required to establish the second university.

3. LEGAL STATUS OF PLANNING BOARD:

It was pointed out that at present the Board has no legal status except the letter of appointment from the Premier. It was suggested that action should be taken before the forthcoming session of Parliament to have legal status conferred on the Board through an Act to empower the Board to take on staff, enter into contracts, etc..
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RESOLVED: that Mr. Adams and Dr. Edwards be constituted as a Legal Committee to examine the problem and to recommend the form of legislation needed.

It was clarified that the Act needed to establish the Board will not, be the Act needed later to establish an Interim Council or Senate.

4. FINANCIAL:

The Chairman stated that the Australian Universities Commission had allotted a total of $200,000 to the University of Western Australia in 1970-72 for the planning of a second university.
$50,000 of this sum is for capital expenditure (shared equally by Commonwealth and State), and $150,000 is for recurrent expenditure (shared in the ratio of $100 Commonwealth to $185 State). Action will be taken to place this sum at the disposal of the Board.
With the accelerated planning now needed to prepare to accept students in 1974 and to establish a School of Veterinary Science, it will be necessary for a Supplementary Budget for 1970-72 to be submitted to the Australian Universities Commission and to the State Government.

5. THE UNIVERSITY SITE:

The attention of members was drawn to the site map on display.
The Chairman stated that about two years ago, a sub-committee consisting of Mr. Lloyd and Professor Stephenson had made a recommendation to the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Western Australia that an area of roughly 1100 acres, partly within the Somerville Pine Plantation be reserved as follows:

For a university and its associated 

institutions (including possibly 

a teachers' college)



About 6-00 acres

For a hospital





About 200 acres

For a recreation reserve



About 300 acres

Part of this area consists of 425 acres of University endowment land which the Senate of the University of Western Australia has already agreed should be reserved for the purpose of a new university.
In order to reserve the remainder of the area, certain purchases and exchanges of land already held by the Government and privately will be necessary.
It was not certain from the files of the University of Western Australia what progress had been made in these negotiations.

3/70
RESOLVED: that the Chairman, Mr. Ahern, Mr. Cann, Mr. Hillman and Dr. Tregonning be constituted as a Site Committee to examine the situation and report.

6. ACADEMIC PLAN:

The need for an early outline of an academic plan was discussed since it was emphasised by members that this would be needed before the initial stages-of site planning could be undertaken.
It was agreed that academic members of the Board should meet together as a committee for a preliminary discussion, with authority to add to their numbers those members of the University of Western Australia who have contributed so much to early discussions on the second university. Since a School of Veterinary Science is an early priority, it was also agreed to add Dr. Gardiner to this committee.
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RESOLVED: to constitute an Academic Committee consisting of the Chairman, Mr. Anderson, Professor Bolton, Dr. Edwards, Dr. Gardiner, Professor Moir, Professor Simmonds.
The function of the Academic Committee is broadly to prepare an outline plan for the academic development of Murdoch University, including recommendations concerning co-option to the Committee, and the nature of early key appointments to the University. It was envisaged that a sub-committee on Veterinary Science would be needed in the near future. It was agreed that in order to meet a target opening in 1974, the Academic Committee should report before the end of 1970.

7. PREMISES:

The Chairman reported on negotiations to secure suitable local premises for the Board.

8. STAFF:

There was a discussion on the need for early appointments to the staff of the Board.
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RESOLVED: that the Chairman be authorised to engage a shorthand typist to help with correspondence and minutes.

The Chairman emphasised the need for the early appointment at the senior level of an Executive Officer (or Secretary/Business Manager) to the Board. He mentioned that the name of a senior administrative officer of the University of Western Australia had been discussed with the Vice​-Chancellor and the Registrar of the University of Western Australia. Unanimous support was given to this name.
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RESOLVED:
that the Chairman be authorised to approach this officer with the object of appointing him Secretary to the Board.

9. FUTURE MEETINGS:
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RESOLVED: that in the immediate future the Board meet at 4.30 p.m. on the first and third Mondays of each month, the next three meetings to be on 20 July, 3 August and 17 August.

Until the Board-has its own premises, it accepted the gracious invitation of the Vice-Chancellor to meet in the University of Western Australia.

10.OTHER BUSINESS:

The Chairman conveyed to the Board the good wishes of the Chancellor of the University of Western Australia, together with an invitation from the Chancellor to meet the Senate of the University of Western Australia at dinner on Monday, 27 July.


