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COPYRIGHT-FREE/FRIENDLY DIGITAL IMAGES FOR EDUCATIONAL USE 
 
images in the following categories are not used under the CAL licence, and can be delivered via 
your LMS site, or via an openly accessible non-commercial website  

 
 
 

CREATIVE COMMONS licensed works http://creativecommons.org/  
 
Creative Commons is a ‘some rights reserved’ licensing system allowing creators to release 
their works in less restrictive ways than those imposed by copyright legislation. 
 
Every licence allows licensees to, at least: 
 

 copy the work; distribute it; display or perform it publicly; make digital public 
performances of it (e.g. webcasting); shift the work into another format as a 
verbatim copy  

 
Beyond this, the various licences may require attribution, allow the creation of derivative 
works, permit only non-commercial uses, etc; one license allows the licensor to relinquish 
all their exclusive copyright in a work and dedicate it to the Public Domain. 
 
 
Finding Creative Commons licenced materials 
 

Creative Commons search: http://search.creativecommons.org/# 

Google Images: select ‘advanced search’, then ‘usage rights’ and ‘labeled for reuse’ 

Yahoo Images: select ‘advanced search’, then ‘Creative Commons license’ 

Flickr: select ‘advanced search’, then ‘Creative Commons’ 

AcademicCommons: http://wiki.academiccommons.org/wiki/Image_project/resources/  

Wikimedia: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  

World Images: http://worldimages.sjsu.edu/  

 
The Springfield Township H.S. Virtual Library www.sdst.org/shs/library/cfimages.html has a 
huge number of links to ‘copyright-friendly’ sites – including sound and AV – but remember 
to check a site’s terms of use when you get there   
 
 
 

PUBLIC DOMAIN images  
  
‘public domain’ means that copyright in the work has expired or been relinquished; public 
domain works can, usually, be freely used by anyone 
 

photographs in which copyright has expired 
 
 a photograph taken before 1955 is now in the Public Domain: there is no 

restriction on its use 
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however, 

 a photograph published between 1st January 1955 and 1st May 1969 has 50 years 
protection from the date of its publication: if that was, for instance, during 1957 - 
it is now in the public domain; if it was published on 30th April 1969, it will come 
the public domain on 1st May 2019 

and 
 a photograph published after 1st May 1969 has protection for 70 years from the 

date of its creator’s death e.g. if the creator died on 2nd May 1969, the photograph 
will not come into the Public Domain until 2039 

 
 

images other than photographs in which copyright has expired 
 
 if the creator died before 1st January 1955, the work is now in the public domain  

 
 if the creator was alive on 1st January 1955, their works are protected for seventy 

years from the date of their death 
 
 
finding Public Domain images:  

 
Burning Well: http://www.burningwell.org/ 

Cool Notions: http://www.coolnotions.com/PDImages/PDImages.htm  

David Dailey: http://srufaculty.sru.edu/david.dailey/public/public_domain.htm  

Public Domain stock photos: http://pdphoto.org/   

Karen’s Whimsy: http://karenswhimsy.com/public-domain-images/  

etc. etc. etc. 

 
There is no copyright in U.S. Government works, though there are conditions of use: 
e.g.  NASA http://images.jsc.nasa.gov/luceneweb/guidelines.jsp 

 
 

 
n.b. Even if a website doesn’t offer Creative Commons or other copyright-friendly licences their 
terms of use may allow some use of their materials; reading them carefully, look for statements 
such as:  
 
…  The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for personal, educational and other 
non-commercial purposes. [...] http://www.si.edu/termsofuse/  
 
or 
 
This material is copyright © Commonwealth of Australia, except where otherwise indicated. You 
may download, store in cache, display, print and reproduce the material in unaltered form only 
(retaining this notice, or links to it where they appear) for your personal, non-commercial use or 
use within your organisation. http://webpublishing.agimo.gov.au/Copyright_Notice  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further advice on this or other copyright matters, please contact the Copyright Coordinator 
on 9360.7491 or at copyright@murdoch.edu.au 
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