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Alumni – what’s in a name?
As you may know the traditional names for
graduates can be quite confusing:
Alumna – one female graduate
Alumnus – one male graduate
Alumni – a group of graduates, male or male/female
Alumnae – a group of female graduates.
We believe that these terms no longer meet the needs
of a modern institution and society and it is time to
simplify the way we refer to our graduates.
As such we have decided to adopt the
Macquarie Dictionary approved Australian
terms in all our publications and communications:
Alumnus – one graduate
Alumni – a group of graduates
We hope you will approve of this change and quickly become
used to these non-gendered and simplified terms. As always,
we welcome your feedback at alumni@murdoch.edu.au
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Keep
Intouch!
Help us keep in touch with you by making sure your
details are up to date. If you have changed your name,
employer or contact details let us know by visiting
www.murdoch.edu.au/Alumni/
Perhaps you're still in touch with friends from your Murdoch days
who've lost touch with us? If so you can visit the same address, scroll
down and enter your friends' details too.

Greetings Alumni
I have just completed my first 12 months as Vice Chancellor. This has given
me a moment to reflect. When applying for the Vice Chancellor role,
my thoughts turned to Walter Murdoch and Geoffrey Bolton’s history of
Murdoch’s first 10 years It Had Better be a Good One. In my judgment, it is
a VERY good one and I know Sir Walter would be proud of his namesake. After
nearly 40 years, Murdoch is now in a new and exciting developmental phase
and I am proud to lead the University in this next evolving chapter.
As many will know, I have numerous links to the University. I spent time here
in the early years of my academic career. My wife Diane Stone, a Warwick and
UWA Professor, is a Murdoch graduate, as are my mother-in-law and sister-inlaw. Murdoch is in our family.
Murdoch is truly a family affair. On our annual holiday last month – as you’ll
see from the accompanying picture – I was honoured to be invited to
deliver the Annual Noordin Sopiee Lecture at Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)
in Penang.
I commend this edition of Intouch to you, and hope you will enjoy reading
about the Murdoch ‘family’.
Best wishes

USM Vice Chancellor Professor Dato Omar Osman,
presents a thank you gift to Professor Diane Stone.
Centre (back) Professor Richard Higgott.

Richard
Professor Richard Higgott
Vice Chancellor

From the Manager – Alumni Relations
Welcome to the 2012 Spring edition of Intouch.

occasion. The full story of this year’s finalists and

Many of our graduates have relatives and

winners is featured on pages 14–15.

colleagues, spouses and children – all of whom
are also Murdoch alumni or have worked or
still work at Murdoch University. Earlier in the
year we ran a competition to find the alumnus
with the largest number of Murdoch University
connections. In this edition we are delighted to
share some of the amazing stories we received
from alumni with extended Murdoch ‘family
trees’ and I am proud to share my own Murdoch
connection; my husband Markus (pictured)
graduated from the Murdoch Business School
in 2008 with a Bachelor of Commerce. He is an
Vanessa and Markus Fernandez-Kennedy

Our Annual Appeal took place in the middle
of the year, and we were once again thrilled
at the generosity of our alumni. This year’s
Appeal featured Glenys Butler, a current student
at Murdoch, who kindly agreed to share her
personal story of how a Murdoch scholarship
helped her to continue with her studies. If you
would like to read more of Glenys’s story or
how you can support student scholarships at
Murdoch, there is an information section on the
Intouch address sheet.

active alumnus who has also recently returned

Finally, I’d like to extend my warm

to complete a Graduate Certificate in Business

congratulations to all of our new alumni

Administration.

graduating this year. Welcome to Murdoch’s

The presentation of our Distinguished Alumni
Awards is an important event, and this year’s
ceremony took place with a formal dinner on
the South Street campus. The 2012 finalists are

alumni family. I hope that you will play an active
role in your alumni association and I look forward
to corresponding with you and hopefully
meeting you at our future events.

from many parts of the world, so we were very

Vanessa Fernandez-Kennedy

pleased that some of them could join us for the

Manager – Alumni Relations

3

Murdoch
Family Tree
Competition
Earlier this year we called for entries to a competition to find
the alumnus with the largest number of Murdoch University
connections. We received some wonderful entries, many of
which are featured in this edition of Intouch. In fact, we have
been so thrilled by the generosity of our alumni in sharing their
stories, we have decided to reward every ‘Murdoch family’
featured with movie tickets to a major cinema chain. We hope
you enjoy reading these stories as much as we did.
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Smaller uni helps
sisters to shine
Colin and Lorraine Davey
with their young children at a
social gathering with Murdoch
academics in the 1970s.

ZOË CORBYN (BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (HONS), 2000)
EXPERIMENTED WITH OTHER UNIVERSITIES, BUT IT WAS
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY THAT PROVED TO STAND THE
TEST OF TIME FOR HER AND HER FAMILY.
Zoë had stints at two other Perth universities, as well as
a year making pizza in Fremantle, before finally making
it to Murdoch.

Murdoch, a
second home
FOR THE DAVEY FAMILY, MURDOCH UNIVERSITY HAS
BEEN A PLACE TO BE EDUCATED AND CARED FOR
RATHER THAN JUST TRAINED.
Colin Davey (Bachelor of Science, [Veterinary Biology],
1978, Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery,
1980), who specialises in Equine Practice, was in the
second year of Murdoch's veterinary graduates.
“I came to Murdoch because I had heard about the first
year of the Veterinary School starting and wanted very
much to work as a veterinary surgeon,” Dr Davey said.

“It was my late father, Andrew, who suggested it.
He was at Murdoch at the time doing his PhD in
Environmental Science (1998),” she said.
“He thought because it was smaller, with a welcoming
and friendly atmosphere, I might get on better. It
was also close to home in Fremantle and had a good
reputation for teaching. I graduated with a first class
honours degree. The icing on the cake was winning the
Nelly Stothers Bayliss Prize.”
For Zoë, a science journalist, Murdoch gave her the
confidence to know she could succeed.
“I went on to work in the UK for a few years, eventually
winning a prestigious Chevening Scholarship to study
for my Masters in Science Communication at Imperial
College, London.
The Murdoch tradition continues with her siblings.

“Murdoch was a great place to be at that time. The staff
were all very enthusiastic and there was a sense of being
in a shared adventure with everyone having new ideas
and new ways of teaching.

Sister Sarah Corbyn has a Bachelor of Instrumentation
and Control Engineering and Renewable Energy
Engineering (2010), while Charlotte is in her fourth year
of a double degree in Law and Politics. Charlotte is also
the Education Vice President of the Student Guild.

“I suppose that my children felt at home with the
Murdoch ethos. They often came up to Murdoch after
school because the vet school was child-friendly.

“I think we have all benefited from Murdoch’s smaller
size,” Zoë said.

“While I was studying, my wife Lorraine supported the
family by working at Murdoch as a secretary, mostly to
Professor Mike Dilworth.”

“It has given us all the opportunity to stand out from the
crowd, be ourselves and shine in our own ways.”

His son Andrew Davey graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
(1988) and a Diploma in Public History (1989).
Daughter Nerida Davey graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts (1991) and then returned as Nerida Gilbert to
graduate with a Bachelor of Laws (2010). Her husband,
Brad Gilbert, graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (1993)
and then completed his Diploma of Education (2011).

Sarah Corbyn, Zoë Corbyn
and Charlotte Corbyn.

Younger daughter Rebecca Davey received a Bachelor
of Education (1998) and has been teaching throughout
the State ever since.
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Cliff and Amy Morris.

Move from
Top End a lifechanging choice
FOR THE MONCK FAMILY, MOVING TO BATEMAN IN
1983 MEANT MURDOCH UNIVERSITY WAS JUST A
SHORT WALK AWAY.

Nurturing seeds
of passion
CLIFF MORRIS RECENTLY RETIRED AS HEAD OF
WESTERN POWER’S ENVIRONMENT DIVISION TO
CONCENTRATE HIS ENERGIES ON GROWING AND
PLANTING TREES AS CEO OF MEN OF THE TREES.
However, the seeds of his passion for the environment
were nurtured at Murdoch University.
A foundation student in Environmental Science,
he graduated with a Bachelor of Science (1978).
“I entered Murdoch University as a mature age student
of 27 years,” Cliff said.
“Murdoch seemed to have an ethos like no other –
accepting of mature age students, non-judgemental,
contemporary, risk-taking and with an emphasis on
practical application.
“I was married in my first year at Murdoch in 1975 and
we had our first child, Amy, in my last year at Murdoch
in 1977.”

Since then the Moncks have taken academic success
in their stride, with five members of the family having
completed studies at Murdoch.
Gary was the trailblazer, taking a break from his
accounting career to study Theology (1994) and a
Graduate Diploma of Education (1995).
Ashley (Bachelor of Commerce, [Marketing], 1996),
Felicity (Bachelor of Psychology, 1999, Graduate
Diploma in Education, 2000), Emma (Bachelor of Arts
[Theatre Arts and English Literature], 2002) and JohnPaul (Bachelor of Commerce and Economics, 2007)
were the four of six Monck children to complete degrees
at Murdoch.
It certainly vindicated that initial decision of Gary and
wife Lesley to move nearby the campus after eight years
away in the Northern Territory.
“We found the University to be a friendly and helpful
environment and one which has enabled us to achieve
well in our various chosen professions,” Gary said.
“We are grateful for having had the opportunity to
spend our study years at Murdoch and are grateful to all
those who were most helpful to us along the way.”

Amy (Diploma in Education, 2001) teaches English/
English Literature to Year 11/12 students.
“She has always said that Murdoch gave her the tools to
challenge, express and celebrate – evidenced whenever
she communicates, and certainly when marking
papers,” Cliff said.
He found Murdoch to be a nurturing place.
“The Environmental Science coursework was truly
dynamic, and staff were keen and hugely inspirational,”
he said.
“Professors Des O’Connor, Tom Lyons, Peter Newman
and Goen Ho tackled coursework not encountered at
other universities of the time. We were pioneers – even
addressing coursework on greenhouse theory and
climate change!”
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The Monck family.

Like mother,
like daughter
A PASSION FOR ANIMALS BINDS MOTHER AND
DAUGHTER KARON AND JESS EASTLEY TO MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY.
Graduation of Jerolina’s mother and husband
in 2009 (L-R Professor Ralph Swan, Rini
Margawani, Felly Kusuma (brother),
Jerolina Rankin and Steve Rankin).

Mentoring at
MUEnSA had an
added benefit
STUDENTS ARE ALWAYS ENCOURAGED TO PURSUE
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, BUT JEROLINA AND
STEVE RANKIN FOUND AN ADDED BENEFIT WHEN
THEY MET DURING MENTORING AT THE MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION
(MUEnSA).
Jerolina (Bachelor of Science [Environmental Science],
2005), an Engineering Associate with Main Roads
for the Gascoyne Region, was also involved with
Murdoch University Chiropractic Clinic and En Garde
Fencing Club.
By the time Steve (Bachelor of Science [Health and
Environment], 2009) graduated, the Murdoch family
connection was well and truly established, with Jerolina’s
mother, Rini Margawani (PhD Veterinary and Biomedical
Sciences, 2009) also attaining her qualifications.
Rini is also a staff member at the School of Veterinary
and Biomedical Sciences.
Jerolina’s late godfather Dennis Roberts was a supporter
and sponsor of the School.

They are both graduates of the Waardong program in
Veterinary Science. But Karon has provided an even
greater example to her daughter, being only the second
Indigenous graduate of the program to obtain Honours
(Bachelor of Science (Hons) Bachelor of Veterinary
Medicine & Surgery, 2001). First Class, no less.
“I studied hip dysplasia in German Shepherds, breeding
the animals for the study myself from the dogs I had
brought with me from Tasmania,” Dr Eastley said.
Karon was a mum with three children running a dog
obedience school on the Apple Isle.
She injured her knee and was off work for some time
before someone suggested she apply for the course on
the other side of the continent.
These days she runs Perth’s VETS 2U Mobile Vet Service,
and was honoured with an Australian Excellence in
Customer Service Award this year.
“I apparently received the highest rating score they had
ever seen,” Dr Eastley said.
With this model of excellence, Jess (Bachelor of Science,
Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine & Surgery, 2009) was
employed in Perth clinics before heading to Darwin,
where she works with wildlife and zoo animals.
“Her passion is surgery, so she is getting more
opportunities to explore this in Darwin than she did
here,” Dr Eastley said.
“My Murdoch education has changed my life and that of
my family in more ways than I can say.
“It has given Jess opportunities
she would not otherwise
have had.”

She was originally drawn to Murdoch by its reputation,
friendly staff and ease of access, but it provided her with
much more.
“I made good friendships that I still maintain,” Jerolina
said.
“Murdoch encourages open–mindedness and the ability
to see the larger picture.
“I was encouraged to critically analyse situations
and hone my research ability. At the same time, the
practical (lab) classes were very useful to put theory into
practice.”

Dr Karon Eastley with a
black lemur in Madagascar.

Dr Jess Eastley in the clinic.

7

Murdoch ethos
flows through
the generations
IT IS NO STRETCH TO SAY THAT FRANCIS HORGAN’S
INTELLECTUAL GROWTH AND THE GROWTH OF
HIS FAMILY HAS OCCURRED ALONGSIDE THAT OF
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY.

Francis Horgan, Margaret Horgan,
grandson Alex Wilson (sitting),
grandson Leigh Wilson (standing
behind), daughter Fiona Coble Neal
and son-in-law Ron Wilson.

Mr Horgan, an electrical supervisor with vast experience
internationally and locally, was a foundation student and
eventually graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (1997) at
the age of 68 years.
He was a 2011 Murdoch University Distinguished
Alumni Award finalist for the Faculty of Arts, Education &
Creative Media.
Mr Horgan was attracted to the new University’s
progressive and inclusive ethos.
“My education at Murdoch University encouraged freethinking and intellectually rewarded hard work,” he said.

Alumni can
gain knowledge
for less
Murdoch University Bookshop extends a
special offer to all Murdoch graduates.
We are pleased to offer a 12 per cent
discount on a range of items including
textbooks, general books, stationery,
multimedia, giftware and merchandise.

“A Murdoch University education is unique, as it
embraces international ideas and contacts in its
campuses.”
The attraction has continued through the generations.
Eldest daughter Marguerita Wilson has three
qualifications from Murdoch – a Bachelor of Arts (1987),
a Diploma of Education (1988) and a Master of Arts
(1995). She is currently studying for a Doctorate
of Education.
Daughter Sharon Horgan has a Doctor of Philosophy
from Murdoch University in Law (2012).

To take advantage of this offer,
please present this advertisement to
claim your discount.

Youngest daughter Fiona Coble Neal has four
qualifications from Murdoch – a Bachelor of Arts
[Secondary Education] (1991), Diploma of Education
(1993); Master of Arts (1996) and is a Doctor of
Education (2009).

Bookshop opening times
8.30am – 4.30pm
Monday to Friday

Son Kevin Horgan completed his Bachelor of Engineering
Science at Murdoch University (Rockingham Campus) in
2001.

Please consult our website
for further information:
http://our.murdoch.edu.au/bookshop

Grandson Alex Wilson studied a Bachelor of Commerce
(2003).

CRICOS Provider Code 00125J

His other grandson, Leigh Wilson, has a Bachelor of
Science [Computer Science and Internet Computing],
(2004).
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The Allen family.

Community work
a family theme
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICE DEFINE THE
MECKELBURG CLAN.
Jim Meckelburg (Bachelor of Arts (Hons) [Politics], 1995)
was “blown away” in his first semester at Murdoch,
having left school at 15 because he didn't like the
teaching methods.

Uni life a pet
project
FOR THE ALLEN FAMILY, MURDOCH UNIVERSITY IS
SOMETHING OF A PET PROJECT.
Everyone has either worked or studied there. Even the
dogs come from the Veterinary School.
Gary (Certificate in Business Administration, 2007)
was employed there from 2001 to 2010 and recently
returned to Murdoch, working part-time in the
Veterinary Hospital.
Wife Anne (Bachelor of Arts [Sociology], 2000) is a
Faculty Support Co-ordinator at the University.
Son Robert (Bachelor of Arts [Media Studies/English],
2007, Certificate in Business Administration, 2009)
has also had casual contracts there in the past, while
daughter Kathryn worked briefly in Student Services and
also at the Peel Campus.
Then there are the dogs. Blue had been a Veterinary
School greyhound for some years before she retired to
become the Allens’ much loved family member.
Morris the whippet, brought into the clinic to be put
down, came a few years later as company for Blue.
For Gary, his Murdoch studies validated his experiences
as Senior Medical Scientist in Clinical Pathology at the
Veterinary Hospital.

After a successful career in finance, he suddenly
discovered “that learning was about engagement,
discussion, and sharing” and he decided to become an
academic.
In 2007 he became Equity Lecturer and Co-ordinator
for Murdoch's new program, OnTrack, which now enrols
more than 150 students per semester. The program
actively enables participants to develop the skills that
they need to succeed at university, despite previous
disadvantaged and disrupted educational opportunities.
Patricia (PhD [English Lit and Women's Studies], 2000)
was a foundation student who has continued to pursue
her interests in social equity and community work,
including a directorship in the Fremantle Housing
Cooperative.
Daughter Rebecca completed her Bachelor of Arts in
Politics and Indonesian as a Flinders University student at
Gadjah Mada University Yogyakarta (Indonesia) through
the ACICIS* program co-ordinated by Murdoch University,
in 2002.
Offered a position at Universitas Islam Indonesia,
she married a local and developed a community
development program with her husband in Central Java,
with funding via the Australia Volunteers International.
“Apart from our family relationship, it is apparent that our
experience as Murdoch students has played a significant
role in developing our need to work with diverse
communities in different arenas, but with a common
goal: developing the skills to become self-activating both
as students and in our day-to-day existence,” Jim said.
* Australian Consortium for In-Country Indonesian Studies

“It was nice to find out that what I had been doing
regarding empowerment of staff and having their
involvement in how the day-to-day business of the lab
was conducted had some academic backing,” he said.
Completing her degree had been unfinished business for
Anne for a considerable time.
“When the children went to school, it was time to finish,
and Murdoch was close and provided me with the
opportunity to study in an area I was interested in,”
she said.

The Meckelburgs in Salatiga, Java,
with Rebecca‘s husband Didot,
shortly after the birth of baby Kayon.
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Glamorous
hotel welcomes
Murdoch
graduates
THERE IS ALWAYS ROOM FOR MEMBERS OF
THE MURDOCH FAMILY AT THE MARINA BAY
SANDS SINGAPORE.
The stunning hotel, which also includes a
museum, theatres and casino, is home to
half a dozen recent Murdoch graduates.
Catherine Koh (Bachelor of Commerce,
[Hospitality and Tourism Management
and Marketing], 2010) works at the iconic
hotel as an Administrator – Catering &
Conference Management.
She has found her degree very useful in
her work.
“A major in Tourism will provide you with
excellent transferable skills that can be
applied within a range of public and private
sectors, and career opportunities in tourism
are numerous and diverse,” she said.
Jonathan Vista (Bachelor of Commerce,
[Marketing Management, Tourism
Management and Hospitality Management],
2010) is a Communications Officer.
He chose Murdoch University, as it
offered a mix of Marketing and Tourism
Management.

Kai Lin Teo, Catherine Koh, Michele Koh, Jonathan Vista, Marcus Neubronner and Alvin Lee Yao Qi
all work at the Marina Bay Sands.

“In 2009, the buzz surrounding the
integrated resorts was very much present
in Singapore,” he said.

Michele Koh (Bachelor of Commerce,

“I often found myself glancing at the
majestic towers of Marina Bay Sands as
they were building it and told myself, I
hope to kickstart my career there.

International Marketing.

“When I saw the course Murdoch was
offering, I knew it would equip me with
the necessary skills and knowledge I would
need to enter the tourism industry.”

Management], 2010) loves the

Kai Lin Teo (Bachelor of Commerce,
[Marketing, Tourism and Hospitality
Management], 2011) is a Human
Resource Co‑ordinator, and Alvin Lee Yao
Qi (Bachelor of Commerce, [Hospitality &
Tourism Management], 2009) is a Butler
at the hotel.

is a highlight and an event on its own,”

[Tourism and Hospitality and Marketing
Management], 2011) is a VIP Host –

Front Desk Manager Marcus Neubronner
(Bachelor of Commerce, [Hospitality and
Tourism Management and Marketing
opportunities Murdoch opened up
for him.
“With the size of this property, every day
he said.
“I enjoy my job. Meeting new guests,
assisting them, and the sheer volume is
thrilling. The adrenaline just keeps
you going.”

Commerce graduate set to soar with Jetstar Asia
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
ALUMNUS AND
BUSINESSMAN BARATHAN
(BARA) PASUPATHI IS
POISED TO TAKE ON THE
BIG BIRDS OF THE SKY.
Bara, who graduated from Murdoch in
1992 with a Bachelor of Commerce,
[Accounting and Finance], has taken up
the position of Chief Executive Officer at
Jetstar Asia.
Based in Singapore, Bara said his new role
would focus on adding another dimension
of growth and sustainable performance to
the already successful company.
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“I will seek new markets and travel
destinations as well as cement the lowfare carrier’s performance on already
established routes and markets,” he said.
Bara said he had fond memories of his
time studying at Murdoch.
“Studying at Murdoch opened up my
lateral thinking capabilities,” he said.
“I am proud of my Murdoch alumnus
status and background.”
Life after university for Bara has involved
travel and a number of key roles. He
spent a year backpacking through
Australia, Malaysia and Indonesia before

working on oil and gas assignments in his
first professional appointment for Ernst &
Young in Singapore.
He worked as Risk Manager and
Controller for German petroleum firm
Mabanaft Singapore for five years. In
2004 he was recruited as Jetstar Asia’s
first Chief Financial Officer, and in 2007
he took up a similar role for Kuwait-based
Jazeera Airways.
He returned to Mabanaft Singapore in
2010 as the Managing Director, where
he continues a role as a Senior Advisor for
the company.

Film awards success for talented Perth producer
FILMMAKER LIZ KEARNEY HAS ACHIEVED
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR A SHORT FILM SHE MADE WITH WRITERDIRECTOR ZAK HILDITCH AS A ‘CALLING CARD’
FOR A FEATURE PROJECT.
Transmission won Best Short Film, Best
Director, Best Editor and Best Actor at the
recent St Kilda Film Festival. It was also the
only Australian short film to screen at the
prestigious Tribeca Film Festival in New York.
The film tells the story of a man and his
daughter who travel to outback WA
searching for a safe haven after an outbreak
of a deadly disease.
Thrilled by the success of the short film, Liz
said she was excited to focus on producing
her first feature film with Zak.

Filmmaker Liz Kearney.

Technology
immersion for
Computer and
Games graduates
THE PERTH HEAD OFFICE OF IMMERSIVE
TECHNOLOGIES IS BRIMMING WITH
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY GRADUATES, WITH
THE COMPANY’S SOFTWARE ENGINEERING
DIVISION ALONE EMPLOYING 15 CREATIVE
AND SKILLED ALUMNI.
The company creates and provides
more than 70 types of operator training
simulators for the mining industry. With
clients in 32 countries, its products
are used to safely train operators in
the correct use of multi-million dollar
equipment within realistic, virtual mining
environments.
Software Team Leader Joshua Stewart
(Postgraduate Diploma in Games
Technology, 2007) said Murdoch
graduates were keen to work at
Immersive Technologies because they
could learn from an experienced and

Liz graduated from Murdoch University in
2001 with a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities
[Film and Television] and a Postgraduate
Diploma in Journalism.
After working in various roles at ScreenWest,
the Film and Television Institute of WA
and as a freelancer, she now runs her own
production company, 8th in Line.
Liz says she often calls on writing skills learnt
at Murdoch for her work as a producer.
She remains in contact with several Murdoch
graduates in the filmmaking industry, and her
boyfriend, successful stop motion animator
Pierce Davison, is also a Murdoch alumnus
(Bachelor of Arts, [Humanities], 2000).

“These Final Hours is set on the last day on
Earth,” she said. “We are currently scouting
for locations and sourcing cast and crew.
Shooting is scheduled for October.”

talented team of software experts and
build world-leading products.
“It’s a fast-paced workplace, but everyone
is friendly and we encourage team
collaboration,” he said.
“We have great staff facilities, including
a pool table, dart board, Wii, an espresso
machine and couches for comfortable
reading. We aim to have an environment
which fosters creativity and innovation,
and we give our engineers time to work
on projects of their choice.”
Joshua, who is involved with recruiting at
Murdoch, said most graduates came to
the company after studying Computer
Science and Games Technology.
“We are particularly interested in
Murdoch graduates due to the difficult
and demanding coursework,” he said.
“The students are put through their paces,
particularly in the Games Technology
major, which means those who do
well are strong graduate-level software
engineers compared to others we see.
“We often want to talk to high
performing undergraduates (about
possible employment) before they
complete their studies.”

Software Engineer Scott Gibson (Bachelor
of Science, double major in Computer
Science and Games Technology 2011)
showcases an Advanced Equipment
Simulator, designed for the surface
mining industry.
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Treasured memories of Murdoch life, staff and students
CLOTILDE BULLEN HAS TREASURED
MEMORIES OF HER TIME AT MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY, AND HIGH ON THE LIST IS
SHARING FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS WITH
FLATMATES AT THE STUDENT VILLAGE.
“Each week someone cooked something
from their country of origin,” Clotilde said.
“I’m not sure they were impressed when
I said I was cooking kangaroo stew and
damper, but they ate it anyway.”
Clotilde graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts in Psychology and Aboriginal
Studies (1995), and returned in 2000
to undertake a fourth-year Bachelor of
Psychology (Hons).
“I received a Vice Chancellor’s
commendation that year due largely
to the incredible support of one of my
supervisors, Professor Mark Rapley,”
she said.

Curator of Indigenous Art, Clotilde Bullen.

Under his guidance Clotilde became
interested in abnormal psychology. After
graduating she worked in the fields

of clinical psychiatry and Indigenous
community mental health.
“Working in this area was tough,”
she said.
“As a Nyungar I found it hard to separate
my family and community links from my
work.”
So Clotilde made a career switch. After
completing a fine arts management
traineeship she managed a commercial
art gallery. She started working for the Art
Gallery of WA in 2005 and was promoted
to Curator of Indigenous Art in 2007.
Clotilde said among her career highlights
was curating a touring exhibition by
Paddy Bedford, an influential artist (now
deceased) from the Kimberley region.
“I’m fortunate to be in the position of
projecting important messages about
the politics, history and stories of being
Indigenous in this country through art and
exhibitions,” she said.
- Sadly Mark passed away on 13 August 2012.

Artist’s paintings delve into modern warfare
INDEPENDENT VISUAL ARTIST CARL
GOPALKRISHNAN HAS TAKEN HIS MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY LEARNING AND EXPERIENCE
DOWN A NON-TRADITIONAL PATH.

The six mixed-medium prints displayed

Carl, who graduated from Murdoch in
1994 with a Bachelor of Arts (majoring
in History) and returned in 1999 to
complete Honours in Sociology (First Class),
contributed artwork to a recent workshop
at the University of Surrey in England.

Resurrection of the Tin Man (work in

The workshop, called “Hitting the Target:
How New Capabilities Are Shaping
Contemporary International Intervention”,
featured international speakers who
discussed aspects of modern warfare in
political, sociological, legal and ethical
frameworks.

“I had my first solo exhibition in my first

“For the past several years I have focused
my art on uncovering the hidden narratives
that drive political decisions,” he said.
“It has been the response of a creative
individual trying to make sense of the
consequences of decisions made since
9/11.”
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at the workshop came from two of Carl’s
painting collections – The Assassination
of Judy Garland (2008–2011) and The
progress).
Carl describes his time studying as a
mature-aged student at Murdoch as
influential and inspiring.

year at Murdoch, and I continued to
combine my painting and study,” he said.
“The two fed off each other really well –
and they still do.
“The University was never about creating
clones. The best experience was the
intellectual curiosity and open debate, the
support for unconventional thinking and
the smaller class sizes.
“The campus was relaxed and open, with
lots of trees and a healthy environment in
which to learn.”

Carl Gopalkrishnan’s paintings express
the hidden narratives of politics.

Enduring
attachment
to Murdoch:
Director of
Wrays Lawyers
DIRECTOR OF WRAYS LAWYERS DAVID
STEWART BELIEVES MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
GRADUATES ARE DRAWN TO THE SPECIALIST
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP) FIRM BECAUSE
IT OFFERS A FASCINATING AND UNIQUE
CAREER PATH.
“Whether it is assisting engineering firms
with patent protection, or commercialising
a new invention, or helping clients with
their trademark/brand strategy, graduates
can learn to do it here from internationally
recognised experts,” David said.

(L-R) Murdoch alumni Nadia Mansour, David Stewart, Laura Tatchell, Alexandra Turner.

Wrays is WA’s oldest IP firm and is one of
only a few businesses in Australia which
houses both a patent attorney practice and
a law practice.

Murdoch
University
Alumni
Association

A student from the first graduating law
class, David (Bachelor of Laws,1993;
Master of Laws by Research, 2000) is
among five Murdoch alumni currently
working at Wrays.
The others are Special Counsel (Commercial
Law) Nadia Mansour (Juris Doctor, 2000),
lawyers Alex Turner (Juris Doctor, 2008)
and Laura Tatchell (Juris Doctor, 2008), and
Partner of the patent attorney firm Gary Cox
(Juris Doctor, 2011).

As one of more than 50,000
Murdoch graduates around the
world, you are entitled to many
professional and personal rewards:

David says his attachment to Murdoch has
been enduring and his enthusiasm for the
University and its progress shines through
when he speaks to undergraduates at
Murdoch law careers sessions.
He lectured for the School of Law in 2000
and 2008 and is this year lecturing in
Technology and the Law for the School of
Business.

“My degrees have enabled me to work
overseas for long periods of time. I’m
grateful to Murdoch for the career
opportunities the degrees opened for me.”

CRICOS Provider Code 00125J

“I set up and run the Murdoch Law School
Alumni Group on LinkedIn and keep in
touch with many classmates from my years
at Murdoch,” he said.

•

Career and employment support

•

Invitations to events and functions

•

Free University library use

•

Executive Education Centre Open Programs discounts

•

Bookshop discounts

•

Free parking privileges on campus

•

Discounted room hire on campus

•

Sport & Recreation Centre membership discounts

•

Hire of Student Village visitors’ flats

For more information visit
www.murdoch.edu.au/Alumni
or by telephone +61 8 9360 6668.
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2012 Distinguished
Alumni Awards

The 2012 Murdoch University Distinguished
Alumni Award category winners were:
Arts, Education and Humanities
Professor Amitav Acharya
Health Sciences
Dr Stephen Van Mil
Law, Business
and Information Technology
Mr Timothy Marney

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY ALUMNI RELATIONS
WELCOMED A LARGE CONTINGENT OF
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS TO A FORMAL DINNER
AT THE SOUTH STREET CAMPUS IN JULY TO
CELEBRATE THE WINNERS OF THE 2012 MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS.
The event was hosted by the Vice Chancellor
Professor Richard Higgott. Special guests
included Mr Subbarayudu Mandarapu,
Consulate General of India, and
Mr Fred Chaney AO.

Professor Richard Higgott.
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Science and Engineering
Mr Brad Norman
Finalists were:
Carina Hoang
Kim Scott
Una Ryan
Mark Schipp
Theodora Issa
Casta Tungaraza
Andrew Higham
Julie Shuttleworth

Wonderful with Wine.

Vice Chancellor Professor Richard
Higgott said the recipients were a
shining example to current students
and to the community in Australia
and abroad.
“This year’s recipients have earned their
recognition. Their contributions, both
as professionals and in contributing to
the betterment of society, exemplify
the core values that underpin Murdoch
University,” he said.
“Their impact can be seen locally,
nationally and internationally. We’re
proud to call them our alumni.”
Murdoch graduate and Perth
International Youth Ambassador 2011
Reece Harley (Bachelor of Arts, 2011)
compèred the evening, while classical
trio Wonderful with Wine added to the
ambience.
Each of the recipients of the 2012
Murdoch University Distinguished
Alumni Awards received a framed
photograph and personally autographed

book by internationally renowned Perthbased photographer Brad Rimmer.
Manager of Alumni Relations, Vanessa
Fernandez-Kennedy, said the finalists
were chosen from a field of incredible
candidates.
“Each winner has provided outstanding
service to the community and is a leader
in their chosen field of endeavour,” Ms
Fernandez-Kennedy said.

(L-R) Ms Julie Shuttleworth and Mr Brett Thompson.

“The evening was a wonderful
celebration of our outstanding alumni,
and we were delighted to have the
opportunity to share their success with
families, friends and colleagues.”
Full biographies of the 2012
Distinguished Alumni Award winners
and finalists can be found at
www.murdoch.edu.au/DistinguishedAlumni-Awards
For further information regarding
the Awards please contact
alumni@murdoch.edu.au

(L-R) Associate Professor Pia Broderick,
Winthrop Professor Diane Stone,
Associate Professor Kevin Hewison.

Mr Reece Harley.

(L-R) Mrs Lindy Budge, Emeritus Professor Kateryna Longley,
Ms Vicky Dodds, Ms Anna George.

(L-R) Dr Aruni Jayasekera, Dr Sunil Jayasekera,
Associate Professor John Bailey.

(L-R) Mr Timothy Marney, The Hon. Fred Chaney AO,
Winthrop Professor Paul Flatau.

(L-R) Dr Stephen Van Mil, Mr Timothy Marney, Dr Sunil Jayasekera,
Professor Richard Higgott, Mr Brad Norman.

for more information on the awards please contact alumni@murdoch.edu.au
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New
postgraduate
school
NEXT YEAR MURDOCH WILL LAUNCH THE
SIR WALTER MURDOCH SCHOOL OF PUBLIC
POLICY AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS - THE
FIRST OF ITS KIND IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
The School will offer three new coursework
degrees: a Master of Public Policy and
Management, a Master of International Affairs,
and a Master of Development Studies.

Mr David Mills, Vice Chancellor Professor Richard Higgott, Mrs Jenny Mills and Art
Board Chair Mr Alan R. Dodge AM, CitWA standing in front of Timothy Cook’s painting,
Kulama, at the 2012 Murdoch University Art Collection Cocktail Party.

A GENEROUS SPIRIT
SINCE ITS FOUNDATION IN 1975,
THE MURDOCH UNIVERSITY ART
COLLECTION HAS FOSTERED
RELATIONSHIPS AND GAINED SUPPORT
FROM ALUMNI, PRIVATE AND INDUSTRY
BENEFACTORS.
As a result the collection continues to
enjoy remarkable growth, thanks to
the generous contribution of charitable
patrons who donate culturally significant
artworks for the enjoyment and
stimulation of the University’s community.
On Saturday, May 12, 2012, the
collection and our donors’ generous and
inspiring spirit were celebrated when Vice
Chancellor Professor Richard Higgott and
the University’s Art Board co-hosted a
cocktail party attended by 250 guests.
The Art Board introduced a new
fundraising initiative at the function,
aiming to raise $20,000 to purchase an
important painting for the collection.
The Art Board selected a painting by
celebrated Indigenous artist Timothy
Cook. Entitled Kulama, this work was
chosen to be a major cornerstone feature
of the University’s substantial collection of
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art from the Tiwi Islands, which includes a
group of Pukumani poles donated by the
late John Roberts.
Since launching the appeal, the
art collection has received an
overwhelmingly positive response,
with 31 generous individuals raising
the entire $20,000. Building on this
success, the University’s Art Board plan
to develop future projects to purchase or
commission artworks with the support of
friends of the art collection.
A lasting contribution to the Murdoch
University Art Collection can be made
through gifting artwork or by making
a financial tax-deductible donation.
For inquiries please contact Murdoch
University’s Art Curator, Mark Stewart,
on +618 9360 6602
or mark.stewart@murdoch.edu.au

Mark Stewart
Murdoch University
Art Curator

Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) Professor
Ann Capling said these programs will combine
rigorous analytical training, professional skills
development, policy studies, and the option of
an internship, research thesis or independent
work-based project.
“Students will acquire the expertise necessary
for careers in a broad range of settings,
including government and the public sector,
regional and international organisations, and
community and not-for-profit organisations,”
Professor Capling said.
“The Sir Walter Murdoch School will have
strong international orientation: students
will be taught by leading academics and
professional practitioners, with course delivery
and assessment designed to meet the
needs of culturally diverse and globally
mobile students.”
Vice Chancellor Professor Richard Higgott
and Professor Ann Capling, both experts in
international political economy, are among
the academics that will teach in the School.
“The School builds on our strengths of
applying research to real world problems
across a range of policy in the sciences and
social sciences,” said Professor Higgott.
Recognising that postgraduate students are
busy professionals, the new programs will be
delivered in flexible, intensive and after-hours
formats.
Degrees will comprise 12 to 24 months
of study (equivalent fulltime), depending
on previous academic qualifications and
professional experience.
For more information on
the Sir Walter Murdoch School visit
www.murdoch.edu.au/Sir-Walter-MurdochSchool/, email sirwalterschool@murdoch.edu.
au or phone +61 8 9360 6787.

Partnership provides long-term water
management solutions
THE KEY TO MANY SUCCESSFUL
PARTNERSHIPS IS THE PREMISE OF
RECIPROCAL BENEFIT, AND IT IS UPON
THIS FOUNDATION THAT MANY OF THE
UNIVERSITY’S SUCCESSFUL CORPORATE
PARTNERSHIPS HAVE BEEN BUILT.

Over many years, Alcoa has contributed to
the support of student prizes, academic
scholarships, visiting lecture series and
research projects. Most recently Alcoa has
supported the Alcoa Chair in Sustainable
Water Management, established in 2009.

There are many ways that an individual
business or an industry sector can support
and collaborate with a university, whether
the engagement is with students, the
academics or the university as a whole.

With water management identified as
one of the top three issues for Australians,
and acknowledging Murdoch University’s
internationally recognised work in
environmental sustainability, Alcoa entered
into a three–year partnership with the
University to fund a professorial chair –
a total investment of $600,000.

Murdoch University receives support
from a broad range of local, national and
international business for student prizes,
scholarships, event sponsorship and support
of academic positions.
A particularly successful corporate-university
partnership is the ongoing relationship
between the University and Alcoa
of Australia.

The Chair, Professor Richard Harper, has
provided leadership and fostered excellence
in research, professional activities, teaching
and policy development in water resources
and catchment management within the
School of Environmental Science.

The success of this position has built
upon the ongoing relationship with Alcoa
and engagement with the community,
particularly in the Peel–Harvey region and
the South–West of WA.
The University has committed to the longterm success of the Chair in Sustainable
Water Management, extending tenure to
Professor Harper at the conclusion of the
initial three-year term.
The University continues to collaborate
with Alcoa of Australia and is committed
to seeking long-term solutions to water
management issues in WA.
For more information on corporate
partnerships, please contact Dana
Henderson in the Office of Development
on +61 8 9360 6507
or D.Henderson@murdoch.edu.au

Sports to sample at Uni
MURDOCH SPORTS IS CONTINUING TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF HEALTH,
FITNESS AND SPORTS PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AVAILABLE ON CAMPUS,
AND WE ARE OFFERING ALUMNI A SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP RATE.
So far in 2012, gym members have enjoyed participating in a number of
events, including:
• The Annual Campus Fun Run in August, with even more participants
braving the chilly Sunday morning weather to run or walk the 4km and
8km courses.
• The students were victorious for the fifth year in a row in the Annual Vice
Chancellor versus Guild President Twenty20 cricket match.
• The new Running Training Group session was held on Monday and
Wednesday evenings. This was a free training session for all those
participating in the HBF Fun Run, Campus Fun Run and City to Surf and
proved to be very popular!
• The new Fitness Centre at Rockingham campus is now fully operational
and is being utilised well by staff and students. A small group fitness
timetable will also be added there.
In September, Murdoch will compete at the National Australian University
Games in Adelaide. We have over 200 students representing Murdoch in
over 20 sports and are once again aiming to bring home a variety of medals
and trophies. A top–ten finish would be icing on the cake!
You can find out more about events, group fitness, sports results and fixtures,
news and contacts for Murdoch Sports at www.murdochsports.com.au.

Gym manager Adrian Fisher.
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inprint
books produced
by our talented
Alumni and Staff.

INTRA-FAMILIAL
MARRIAGE EXAMINED
IN MAJOR NEW BOOK

AN EXPLORATION
OF LANDSCAPE AND
LANGUAGE

THERE MAY BE A STIGMA RELATED TO
MARRIAGE BETWEEN COUSINS IN THE
WESTERN WORLD, BUT IN MANY CULTURES
ITS POPULARITY CONTINUES, AND THE
ASSOCIATED HEALTH RISKS TO THE
CHILDREN OF SUCH UNIONS MAY HAVE
BEEN EXAGGERATED.

ANDREW TURK, ADJUNCT ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR AT MURDOCH UNIVERSITY,
IS ONE OF THE EDITORS OF A RECENT
PUBLICATION, LANDSCAPE IN LANGUAGE:
TRANSDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES,
WHICH EXPLORES HOW LANDSCAPE
IS REPRESENTED IN LANGUAGE AND
THOUGHT, AND WHAT THIS REVEALS
ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIPS OF PEOPLE TO
PLACE AND TO LAND.

This is the claim of Murdoch University
Adjunct Professor Alan Bittles, whose new
book Consanguinity In Context calls for a
greater understanding and acceptance of
the practice, which is common in many
Muslim, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu and
Jewish communities.
Professor Bittles, from Murdoch’s
Centre for Comparative Genomics, has
spent 35 years researching the effect
of consanguineous (or same blood)
marriages on health outcomes and
intellectual and development disabilities,
finding that the large majority of children
born to first cousins are healthy.
“Much of the research conducted on the
offspring of intra-familial marriages has
been flawed in its design, with a failure to
allow for non-genetic factors like maternal
age and poverty, which can adversely
influence health outcomes,” explained
Professor Bittles.
“More work in this area is needed, such as
an investigation into the possible health
outcomes of common adult diseases like
heart disease.”
Consanguinity In Context was published
by Cambridge University Press in May and
is available from www.amazon.com both
in hard cover and Kindle.
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“This represents a major step in a decadelong international collaborative research
project,” said Professor Turk.
“David Mark (University at Buffalo, USA),
David Stea (Centre for Global Justice, San
Miguel de Allende, Mexico) and myself
have been working on ethnophysiography
case studies with Yindjibarndi people in
the Pilbara region of Western Australia
and with Navajo in New Mexico and
Arizona,” explained Professor Turk.
To tie this research in with similar studies,
they collaborated with Niclas Burenhult,
from the Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics in the Netherlands.
Contributors to the volume, published
by John Benjamins Publishing Company
in 2011, include scientists of various
disciplines, such as anthropologists,
geographers, information scientists,
linguists and philosophers.
This book presents the results of
ethnophysiography related case studies
in a wide variety of cultural settings and
should be of interest to researchers from
a range of disciplines.

ROLE OF FIRE IN
SHAPING CITIES
EXPLORED

WEALTH OF NEW
INFORMATION FOR
FISH ENTHUSIASTS

A GLIMPSE OF WHAT
THE FUTURE MAY
HOLD?

A BOOK CO-EDITED BY MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY ALUMNUS GREG BANKOFF
(PHD, 1991) HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS
“A REMARKABLY ROBUST SURVEY OF
CULTURES, CITIES AND HISTORIES THAT
AFFIRMS THE UNIVERSALITY OF FIRE’S
IMPACT WITHIN THE URBAN SETTING”
BY THE RENOWNED ENVIRONMENTAL
HISTORIAN STEPHEN J. PYNE.

A PLEA FOR PRACTICAL, RELIABLE
INFORMATION FROM FELLOW FISH
ENTHUSIASTS IS WHAT LED DR RICHMOND
LOH TO COMPILE HIS TWO RECENT
PUBLICATIONS, FISH VETTING ESSENTIALS
AND FISH VETTING MEDICINES: FORMULARY
OF FISH TREATMENTS.

THE FUTURE HAS ARRIVED. FAST FORWARD
150 YEARS. IN A BLEAK WORLD, THE SPARSE
POPULATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
HAS RETURNED TO A PRE-INDUSTRIAL ERA,
NATURE HAVING RECLAIMED THE CITIES.

Published by the University of Wisconsin
Press on March 30, 2012, Flammable
Cities: Urban Conflagration and the
Making of the Modern World represents
the first truly global study of urban
conflagration, showing how fire has
shaped cities throughout the modern
world.
“It‘s easy to see the importance of fire
in creating the landscape when you‘re
living in Australia. But its role in helping to
create the cityscape is less obvious, if no
less influential,” said Professor Bankoff.
“What I and my co-editors, Uwe Lübken
and Jordan Sand, were trying to do in
Flammable Cities is to reveal the hidden
role of fire, what we call the ‘urban fire
regime’, in the shaping of cities around
the world over the last 400 years or so.”
Greg Bankoff is Professor of History at the
University of Hull in the UK.

The Murdoch University alumnus (Bachelor
of Science, 1999; Bachelor of Veterinary
Medicine & Surgery, 2001; Master
of Philosophy, Veterinary Pathology,
2006) is a registered veterinarian with
postgraduate qualifications in aquatic
animal health and diseases.
“I frequently receive calls from clients
and fellow veterinarians Australia-wide,
and more recently, worldwide, and I help
them as much as I can,” Dr Loh said.
“I’ve produced these resources to help
encourage other vets to see fish and to
help fish keepers, breeders and farmers.
It won‘t make me a millionaire, but it'll
save me from receiving odd phone calls
at 5am!”
Fish Vetting Essentials was co-written
with Dr Matt Landos and published by
Richmond Loh Publishing in 2011. It
covers aspects of basic fish anatomy,
physiology, species recognition and care.
Fish Vetting Medicines: Formulary of Fish
Treatments is a brand new publication
launched in July 2012, also by Richmond
Loh Publishing.

This is the premise of Murdoch University
alumnus Stephen Padley’s debut novel,
Abalus: In the Beginning.
This science fiction and fantasy novel
follows 15-year-old Abalus’s search for the
truth about his ancestors, and his discovery
of a professor’s journals from long ago.
Abalus: In the Beginning looks back on the
professor’s notes detailing how American
scientists adapted evolving biomechanical
life forms and what happened in the
aftermath.
Published by Strategic Book Publishing &
Rights Agency in 2012, Stephen Padley’s
first foray into novel writing certainly
reflects what he describes as his fascination
with the battle between science and
religion, creation and evolution, faith,
belief and fact.
After serving 14 years in the Royal Navy,
Mr Padley emigrated to Australia in 1991.
Born in Hampshire, England, he now lives
in Rockingham. The Murdoch alumnus
completed a Bachelor of Engineering in
Software Engineering at the University in
2002.
Fans of the novel can be reassured that Mr
Padley is already working on its sequel.

For more information visit:
www.thefishvet.com.au
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University mourns passing
of Arthur Beacham
EMERITUS PROFESSOR GEOFFREY BOLTON
CELEBRATES THE MURDOCH MEMORIES OF
PROFESSOR ARTHUR BEACHAM, WHO SERVED
AS DEPUTY VICE CHANCELLOR AND ACTING
VICE CHANCELLOR (1976–79). HE PASSED
AWAY ON JUNE 8 AT THE AGE OF 98.
In 1975, Stephen Griew, the founding
Vice Chancellor, who had presided over
Murdoch’s glad confident morning,
was confronted by gathering stormclouds. Student numbers had not met
expectations. Some of Murdoch’s more
adventurous academic experiments
seemed ill-suited to Western Australians
who valued university education as a
road to job security. The Commonwealth
Government, after a brief interlude of
innovative daring under the Whitlam
Government, was reverting to the
ways of pragmatic financial prudence,
heralding nearly 40 years of tight
budgeting for universities, especially new
universities without financial reserves.
Griew needed an experienced deputy
who could discover the mechanisms
for Murdoch’s survival. He found one in
Arthur Beacham, who had been his Vice
Chancellor when Griew was Professor of
Psychology at the University of Otago.
Consulting Who’s Who, one found that
the newcomer was an economist who
had served on a formidable number
of advisory committees to the British
Government as a leading authority on
industrial organisation. He and his wife
had planned retirement to Cyprus, but
the Turkish invasion of 1974 rendered
their holiday home uninhabitable, and
the promise of a Mediterranean climate
clinched his acceptance of Perth.
Murdoch’s ever-active rumour machine
threw out dark hints about his
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coming. They said he was the hatchet
man despatched by the authorities
(Malcolm Fraser? Sir Charles Court?
The CIA? Nobody was quite specific.)
to pull Murdoch into line from its
radical unorthodoxies and make
it as unimaginatively conventional
as the University of Elsewhere.
The reality was otherwise. What Murdoch
got was a nuggety, combative Welshman
with a sharp eye for bulldust, a good
head for accounts and a passion for good
scholarship. He professed a practicalminded Toryism, but was strongly
sympathetic to Murdoch’s environmental
vocation and established good relations
with the Marxists in social sciences,
whom he could respect for aiming at
intellectual rigour even if he disagreed
totally with their findings. He was less
comfortable with some of the new
trends from the America of the 1970s,
but he was never heavy-handed.
Stephen Griew left to pursue his
pioneering vocation at the University of
Athobasca in Canada, and for two years
Beacham filled the Vice Chancellor’s role.
He knew that it wasn’t his job to impose
a template on the Murdoch of the future,
but to ensure the University’s survival.
He made a good impression on the
professional and business communities
in Perth, convincing many that Murdoch
was a place to take seriously. It was just
as important that he got his colleagues
on the Australian Vice Chancellors’
Committee to take Murdoch seriously,
although those of us on campus
scarcely realised it at the time.
He streamlined administrative
procedures at Murdoch, aided by

Dan Dunn, the secretary and Ray
Campbell, the chief financial officer;
they were uneasy yokemates, but he
got the best out of both of them.
He and his wife Peg, to whom he was
devoted, knew that there was a pastoral
side to a good Vice Chancellor’s role.
They were accessible and fostered
Murdoch’s sense of community.
A permanent Vice Chancellor could not
be appointed pending an official inquiry
into the future viability of Murdoch.
The inquiry recommended a common
administration for Murdoch and The
University of Western Australia. At the
time this was seen as a perception of
Murdoch’s weakness; but really it was
thought that Murdoch’s vigour and
creativity would serve as a necessary
stimulus to what he saw as the
‘unconstructive, smug and vacuous’
environment at Crawley. But the Premier,
Sir Charles Court, said “No”. He believed
rightly that Murdoch had the public
credibility to stand alone. Beacham
did much to build up that credibility.
Beacham handed over to a new
Vice Chancellor in 1979 and spent
his long retirement in Brisbane.
Having strengthened Murdoch
University’s foundations, he took
a lasting pleasure in hearing of its
sustained growth and progress.
To most of the present generation at
Murdoch, Arthur Beacham will be no
more than a name, but those of us who
worked with him remember him – and
Peg – with warmth and affection.
Geoffrey Bolton

Murdoch
Graduates:
Election to
Senate
GET INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING
YOUR UNIVERSITY.
YOUR EXPERIENCE IS IMPORTANT TO US!
Nominations are called for one
Convocation representative on Senate,
the University’s governing body,
for a three–year term commencing
January 1, 2013. Membership of Senate
involves attending six Senate meetings
a year, an annual retreat and possibly
membership of a Senate committee.

Chancellor Terry Budge farewells Murdoch.

Chancellor Budge
says farewell
It has been a privilege to be associated
with Murdoch for over eight years, with
six years serving as Chancellor. When one
looks back at my eminent predecessors,
the Hon John Clifton QC, Sir Ronald
Wilson, The Hon Fred Chaney AO and
Emeritus Professor Geoffrey Bolton, I feel
very humble to have been granted such
a wonderful opportunity to contribute to
higher education. And when I see smiling
faces at graduation ceremonies from
students, parents and staff, I experience
enormous pleasure knowing that Murdoch
University plays a very important role for
the future of our community. The alumni
of Murdoch should feel proud of their
University and what it and its graduates
have achieved.
Australia has a remarkable university sector.
There are more than one million enrolled
students supported by 100,000 fulltime
equivalent staff undertaking approximately
$5.5 billion of research and development
each year. Education is Australia’s third
largest export industry – ranking only
behind iron ore and coal and ahead of gold
and tourism. Yet as a nation we are falling
behind other countries in terms of investing
new resources in higher education.

There is much that needs to be done to
support the sector as global competitors
and technology challenge the traditional
ways that universities operate.
The path to progress is not always straight,
and Murdoch has faced many challenges
over the years. It owes much to its past
and current leaders, senators and staff who
have guided us during good and difficult
times. I have had the delightful opportunity
to meet and work with many of them
during my time, including Professor John
Yovich, Professor Geoffrey Bolton and
Professor Richard Higgott. I have never
been part of an organisation with more
talented people, and I have been struck
by the love and commitment that people
have to this University and their desire to
apply their talent to make it a better place.

All graduates of the University (except
those who are Murdoch University
staff members or students) are eligible
to nominate.
If you are interested but unsure of what
membership of Senate entails, please
contact the University Secretary,
Ms Trudi McGlade, for more information
via email to T.McGlade@murdoch.edu.au
or phone +61 8 9360 7318.
If you want to nominate, or to register
to vote in the election, you must do so
by 4pm on Friday, October 5, 2012.
Please send your nomination and/or
vote registration to:
Mail:

Alumni Relations Office
Murdoch University
90 South Street
Murdoch WA 6150

Fax:

+61 8 9310 2676

email: alumni@murdoch.edu.au
Ballot papers will be issued on or
around Friday, October 12, 2012 to
those who have registered to vote, with
voting closing by 4pm on Friday,
November 9, 2012.
For further details, please contact
Vanessa Fernandez-Kennedy on
+61 8 9360 6151.

With Vice Chancellor Professor Richard
Higgott now installed with his new
and exceptional leadership team, with
committed people on the Senate, and
staff, Murdoch is ready for the next exciting
phase of its development.
Mr Terry Budge
Chancellor
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Alumni tell
their stories
Tammy Marie Stone (nee Powley)

Joshua Wong

(Bachelor of Arts [English & Comparative
Literature], 1999).

(Bachelor of Commerce, 2008)

After graduating, I moved to Pennsylvania
in the United States in 1999, where I
earned my MA in English and Publishing
from Rosemont College. While still in
school, I assisted Houghton Mifflin’s The
Best American Travel Writing Series Editor
on the 2001 anthology edited by the
renowned Paul Theroux. After graduating
from Rosemont, I worked for Swain Tours,
the largest seller of South Pacific travel
on the East Coast of the United States.
While there, a travel brochure I wrote
was nominated for Tourism Australia’s
2006/2007 International Brochure of
the Year Award. After Swain Tours, I
worked as a copywriter for Elsevier (one
of the world’s leading medical publishing
companies headquartered in The
Netherlands) and as a freelance writer
for various brands and agencies while I
stayed home to raise my two children:
Mia (four-years-old) and Jacob (one-and-ahalf years old). I recently returned to work
for Rhoads Creative–an award-winning
advertising and web design firm.
Although I changed direction while
still at Murdoch and moved away from
a career in teaching, I still found an
opportunity recently to step in front of a
classroom and educate a rapt audience
of students. I served as a guest lecturer
at a private secondary school where I
gave a presentation on Australian culture.
I continue to write and have just had
the first three of a four-part series on
celebrity endorsements in advertising
published by The Finch Post.
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I graduated from the Singapore
campus in 2008 but I have still not yet
managed to set foot in Perth! I first
worked in a Swiss investment bank,
working closely with the HR department
conducting background screening on
all new joiners to the bank within APAC.
After completing my contract there, I
embarked on my recruitment career and
am currently working as a headhunter
for a UK–listed company specialising
in middle and front office recruitment
within the banking and finance sector. I
live in Singapore with my wife and two
golden retrievers. I believe their parents
hail from Australia too!

Michael Cirksis
(Bachelor of Arts, 2011)

Shortly after I completed my degree in
security, terrorism and counterterrorism,
I was accepted into the Politics Honours
program at Monash. However, due to
family commitments, I decided to defer
and am now working for Victoria police –
having graduated from the academy
last year.

Peter Ellis
(Graduate Diploma in Development Studies,
1994 and Master of Arts [Development Studies],
1998)

I have had a successful 15 years in
the aid industry at Oxfam Australia
(previously Community Aid Abroad),
AusAID, and the New Zealand Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. My roles have
ranged from social justice community
campaigning with Oxfam to Director of
Program Evaluation for the Australian Aid
Program and Counsellor, Development
Cooperation in the Australian Embassy in
Dili, East Timor. While in the latter role,
I was in the middle of a controversy
about the management of NGO funding
and public sector ethics, which proved an
interesting application of the knowledge

and approach to thinking I had developed
in my Murdoch studies. Last year I
made a change in career direction to
combine my statistics skills (Masters from
another university) with the evaluation
experience I built up in the development
field. Now I am the manager of the
tourism research and evaluation team at
the New Zealand Ministry of Economic
Development in Wellington.

Kenneth Lim
(Bachelor of Commerce, 1989)

I graduated from Murdoch in 1989 with
a Convocation Award and returned to
do my Honours in 1993. I went to Hong
Kong after graduation and was hired by
Leo Burnett to start the first commercially
sponsored professional soccer league in
China. I subsequently went to Beijing to
start and manage Leo Burnett‘s office
there. I have been in China ever since
and have worked at NBA, Nike and on
numerous projects such as Arsenal FC,
USA Basketball‘s Tour to China, Youyi
Games in Perth and Singapore, World
Trade Centers Association Pavilion at
the Shanghai Expo and with people as
diverse as Chinese Film Director Zhang
Yimou, Michael Jordan and k.d. lang.
I am currently self–employed doing
consultancy work in China and Australia
and look forward to working with
Murdoch alumni members in the future.

Vicky Edwards
(Bachelor of Forensics, 2010)

I moved back to the UK after graduation,
where I have just been awarded
distinction for an MSc in Recovery and
Identification of Human Remains. I have
just started to search for work, so fingers
crossed I will be working in the forensics/
molecular biology field soon!

Christine Brady

Andrew Wong

Linda Giorgio

(Bachelor of Commerce, 2010)

(Bachelor of Arts (Hons) [Mass
Communications], 2006)

(Bachelor of Laws, 2009)

I graduated with a triple major in
Management, Marketing and Human
Resources. I was lucky enough to beat
nearly 800 other applicants to obtain a
graduate position in Canberra working
for the Department of Finance and
Deregulation. Since then I have worked
in recruitment in the 2012 Graduate
Program, Career Starter Program and
have worked on employee relations and
conditions. I have now taken up a role in
occupational health and safety and I am
pretty excited to see where 2013 leads.

Brian Cabaron
(Bachelor of Engineering, 2002)

I graduated from Murdoch officially in
2002 even though I finished in 2001.
The degree I earned was in Software
Engineering. I studied in both the South
Street and Rockingham campuses. I
now work for Powerlink Queensland as a
secondary systems engineer in substation
design for high voltage transmission. I’d
like to thank Murdoch for handing me
the keys that helped open wonderful
opportunities and for the chance to make
a great career for myself.

Dr Fouad Bouchemla
(Bachelor of Arts [Psychology], 1996)

After graduating from Murdoch in 1995,
I moved into the health and safety area.
It was a great move with plenty of career
opportunities worldwide.

Weilun Sheng
(Bachelor of Commerce & Postgraduate
Certificate Business Administration, 2011)

I’m currently working with Kumon Asia
& Oceania as an Associate for Materials
and Instructions and Regional Human
Capital Development. My position sees
me travelling to various parts of Asia,
Australia and New Zealand to help
franchisees within this region use the
Kumon learning method. My current job
has nothing to do with what I studied,
but I‘ve taken it up as a result of a passion
for teaching children which I gained
during my term as a casual assistant at
several of Perth’s Kumon centres.

I‘m currently working in a public relations
agency in Singapore called ICON
International Communications. My range
of clients includes Singapore Zoo, Siemens,
Nippon Paint and Carl Zeiss Vision.

After graduating and due to the global
financial crisi
s, my contract
was unfortunately axed, but ambition
and drive have landed me with the
Department of Finance on the
Legal Team.

Kohby Poole

George Woolston

(Bachelor of Arts [Security & Counter
terrorism], 2010)

What a learning experience my degree
was! I have since worked in public
relations and communications roles for
the mining and defence industries. Since
graduating I have been lucky enough
to travel with work, and I am currently
working for Boeing in Queensland.

Matt Porter
(Bachelor of Laws/ Bachelor of Science
[Environmental Science], 2006)

After graduation I worked for national law
firm Minter Ellison in environmental and
corporate law for six years. I also chaired
carbon offset and advisory firm Carbon
Neutral for four years during this time.
The organisation has planted millions
of trees across the Wheatbelt to help
mitigate climate change, salinity, erosion,
and other environmental challenges. Now
I’m at Yale University in the United States
undertaking my Masters of Environmental
Management, striving to move into the
environmental business sector fulltime.
I look back fondly on my time at Murdoch
as a place that set me on the path I
am today. Many of my close friends are
people from my classes, and I am still
involved with the Murdoch University
Environmental Science Association, which
has hosted its annual orientation camp
on my family‘s farm for the last five years.

(Bachelor of Science [Biology], 1991)

Since graduating, I have worked for
myself in the wildflower industry, cattle
industry, with sheep, and joined the
Department of Agriculture and Food.
I was contracted to Libya and now
work with Aboriginal communities in
the Pilbara and Western Desert. I could
not have done this without my time at
Murdoch University.

Laura Keys
(Bachelor of Arts [Media], 2004)

Since graduation, I’ve worked as a
newspaper journalist. I started in a
regional weekly paper, moved to The
West Australian, then spent three years
working at a weekly paper in Ireland and
freelancing for the Irish Times and Irish
Independent. After a stint in Melbourne
with News Ltd, I moved into magazines
with a Deputy Editor position at
ACP Magazines.

Jackie Ormsby
(Bachelor of Psychology, 1991)

I have worked for the WA Alcohol and
Drug Authority in the Pilbara and the
Western Desert. I have also worked for
the Education Department and in politics
as a speech writer and advisor in both
the State and Federal Parliaments on the
Labor side. More recently I have worked
in recruitment, and now I run my own
recruitment business. I attribute
much of my success to my time at
Murdoch University.

We'd love to know what you've been doing since graduation. Send us your story: alumni@murdoch.edu.au

23

Alumni Contacts
If you’re a graduate of Murdoch University in any degree, diploma or certificate
then you are one of our wonderful alumni! Chances are that wherever life has
taken you, you’ll find fellow Murdochians somewhere nearby. Our groups and
chapters would love to hear from you. If none of the groups below is close or suits
your interests, you might like to consider starting one yourself – and we are here
to help. Alumni Relations can assist with contacting alumni in your area or from an
old sporting group or even from the School or degree you studied in.
For more information see our website at
http://ace.murdoch.edu.au/chapterswindow.html
PERTH-BASED ALUMNI CONTACTS,
GROUPS & CHAPTERS
School of Biological Sciences and
Biotechnology
Associate Professor Carolyn Jones
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2159
Email: C.Jones@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.bsb.murdoch.edu.au/
Murdoch Business School
Steve Klomp
Telephone: +61 8 9360 7610 or
Mobile: +61 417 184 789
Email: S.Klomp@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.mbs.murdoch.edu.au/
School of Chemical and Mathematical
Sciences
Professor Walter Bloom
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2143
Email: W.Bloom@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.cms.murdoch.edu.au/
School of Environmental Science
Professor Richard Bell
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2370
Email: R.Bell@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.environment.murdoch.edu.au
School of Engineering and Energy
Professor Parisa Arabzadeh Bahri
Telephone: +61 8 9360 7227
Email: P.Bahri@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.see.murdoch.edu.au/

School of Law
Flavia Zimmermann
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2709
Email: F.Zimmermann@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.law.murdoch.edu.au/
School of Nursing and Midwifery
Associate Professor Heather Gluyas
Telephone: +61 8 9582 5503
Email: H.Gluyas@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.nursing.murdoch.edu.au/
School of Psychology
Associate Professor Pia Broderick
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2860
Email: P.Broderick@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.psychology.murdoch.edu.au/
MABS/Alumni.html
School of Veterinary Science
Dr Kelly Hall
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2104
Email: K.Hall@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.vetbiomed.murdoch.edu.au

INTERNATIONAL ALUMNI CHAPTERS,
INTEREST GROUPS AND CONTACTS
Botswana
Daniel C Malumbela
Telephone: +267 7120 2683
Email: dmalumbela@debswana.bw
France
Serge Lambert
Telephone: +33 92 17 51 67
Mobile: +33 6 03 35 64 17
Email: slambert@teamcotedazur.fr
Indonesia
Nita Jodana
Telephone: +62 21 23519 522
Email: nita.jodana@daimler.com
Japan
Keiko Takasawa
Email: idaimae@comet.ocn.ne.jp
Malaysia
Adrian Ong
President – Murdoch University Alumni
Malaysian Chapter
Email: adrianongleo@unifi.my
Singapore
Darrell Ee
Telephone: +65 9639 0365
Email: eedarrell@yahoo.com.sg
Spencer Teng
Telephone: +65 8113 1313
Email: steng8@yahoo.com.sg

AUSTRALIAN CONTACTS
Melbourne
Linda Whittaker
Email: jonlindammy@iprimus.com.au
Sydney
Dr Janet Chew
Email: janet.chew@acu.edu.au
Rajendra Rajkumar
Telephone: +61 2 8080 7544
Email: rajr@10thousandtrees.com

Thailand
Somsak Soonthornnawaphat
Telephone: +66 1 754 4548
Email: sam.nacon@gmail.com
New York, USA
Andy Daulatzai
Email: daulatz@myway.com
Vietnam
John Udovich
Telephone: +84 121 743 6502
Email: udovich1@yahoo.com
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For further information please contact:
Alumni Relations Office
Murdoch University
Telephone: +61 8 9360 6668
Email: alumni@murdoch.edu.au
Web: www.murdoch.edu.au/Alumni

