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Alumni – what’s in a name?
As you may know the traditional names for
graduates can be quite confusing:
Alumna – one female graduate
Alumnus – one male graduate
Alumni – a group of graduates, male or male/female
Alumnae – a group of female graduates.
We believe that these terms no longer meet the needs
of a modern institution and society and it is time to
simplify the way we refer to our graduates.
As such we have decided to adopt the
Macquarie Dictionary approved Australian
terms in all our publications and communications:
Alumnus – one graduate
Alumni – a group of graduates
We hope you will approve of this change and quickly become
used to these non-gendered and simplified terms. As always,
we welcome your feedback at alumni@murdoch.edu.au
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Keep
Intouch!
Help us keep in touch with you by making sure your
details are up to date. If you have changed your name,
employer or contact details let us know by visiting
www.murdoch.edu.au/Alumni/

Greetings alumni
40 years ago, in 1975, the first 510 students
commenced at the state’s newest higher
education institution. We were a small,
educationally different university with a diverse
range of students and staff. This difference
was, and continues to be, a source of pride for
Murdoch University and is reflected today in
our genuinely flexible approach to learning and
research. Alternative thinking and diversity are
embedded in the Murdoch ethos and continue
to inspire our staff, students and alumni.
The past four decades have brought many
changes and challenges. New campuses,
both regionally and internationally, have
seen us grow from that small Western
Australian academy into a global community
of scholars and students, with over 65,000
alumni working and living all around the
world. New courses and schools have
blossomed and some original areas of study
have transformed to meet the changing
demands of technology and knowledge, but
we are looking at more transformation! The
physical environment of the South Street
campus continues to evolve and from modest
beginnings on Bush Court, each decade
has witnessed the gradual realisation of the
original landscaping and architectural vision
that defines this beautiful campus. The next
few years will see even greater changes with

the development of the Murdoch Activity
Centre and our growing collaboration
with the new Fiona Stanley Hospital.
Murdoch’s greatest asset has always been its
dedicated and passionate staff, many of whom
were here at the very beginning. Others are
Murdoch graduates themselves who have
channelled their love for this institution into
their careers. As the 26th most international
university in the world, according to the
Times Higher Education rankings, we have
an enviable reputation for attracting some
of the world’s best researchers and teachers.
Murdoch University is powered by professional
and academic staff working tirelessly to
generate and disseminate knowledge,
advance scientific and social understanding
and empower students and alumni to
undertake productive and fulfilling lives.
We are proud of what we are and what we
have to offer, but strip away the many changes
and achievements of the past 40 years and
Murdoch University remains much the same –
a place where creative and innovative thinkers
from all over the world come together to
make their mark and to make a difference.
I am confident that the challenges of the
next 40 years and beyond will be met with

hard work and bold thinking and that the
ethos of Murdoch University will continue
to engage, enrich and inspire future
generations of students and alumni.
Professor Andrew Taggart
Acting Vice Chancellor

From the editor
Welcome to 2015’s bumper memento edition of
Intouch. Murdoch University’s 40th anniversary
provides an opportunity to acknowledge
and celebrate the diversity of our alumni in
our international community, their personal
and professional achievements and careers
throughout the world. It is also a time to celebrate
the success of the Alumni Relations office, which
has gone from strength to strength since its
foundation in 1991 due to the dedication and hard
work of its many staff members over the years.
It has been exciting to see the growth in number,
quality and variety of domestic and international
alumni events over the last 40 years, but
essentially the fundamental nature of each event
has always been the opportunity for Murdoch
University alumni to reminisce about their time
at the university, to network, make new friends
and reconnect with the Murdoch community.
We would like to thank all of the members of the
Murdoch alumni community who have generously
given back to the university over the years by
volunteering their time, sharing their expertise
and contributing philanthropically. The 40th
anniversary also provides an opportunity for us

to commend the continual development of our
international campuses and our hard working
Chapters and informal networks.
We hope you enjoy this very special edition of
Intouch, which features highlights from the
history of the university, key members of staff and
many of your entries into the Murdoch Memory
competition we ran in 2014. So many people have
contributed to this edition, and we are very proud
to be able share memories and photographs that
span each of the university’s four decades of life.
Of course, in producing an edition such as this,
so much has to be left out and, in some cases,
these were really difficult choices. I hope you will
find something in these pages that speaks to you
and reminds you of your own time at Murdoch.
Finally, I would like to warmly welcome all
of our new graduates to Murdoch’s alumni
family. I hope that you will play an active role
in the alumni community and I look forward
to corresponding with you and hopefully
meeting you at our future events.
Jo-Ann Whalley
Editor
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“It had better be a good one”
The anecdote of Sir Walter Murdoch responding to the news that Western Australia’s second
university was going to be named after him is very well known. His now famous exhortation
on the quality of the institution has been an informal but important guide stone for staff
and students over the last 40 years. As we celebrate what is, in some ways, the coming of
age of Murdoch University, it is important to remember how far we have come and the
incredible achievements those years have brought. This special memento edition of Intouch
celebrates the people and milestones of the last four decades and highlights the ways in
which Murdoch University is, indeed, a good one.
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Murdoch

Timeline

Murdoch opens in 1975
Original marketing pamphlet circa 1974

The story started
much earlier...

1967

1970

1972

Proposed university
site earmarked

2nd WA university
announced as Murdoch
University

Murdoch University
Act proclaimed in
Parliament
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A life-long
relationship

Dr Garry Gillard 1995

Murdoch University’s first graduate went on to have an
extensive association with the university. Dr Garry Gillard
began studying at Murdoch in 1974 and received his MPhil
degree in 1977 at the university’s first graduation ceremony.
Dr Gillard also tutored at Murdoch from 1975 to 1978, before
leaving to work at Deakin University and overseas. After
returning to Murdoch in 1985 to work in the External Studies
Unit, Dr Gillard decided to undertake doctoral studies and
was awarded his PhD in 1995. Dr Gillard was continuously
employed by the university until retiring 23 years later in
2008. Recalling what it was like to be part of the first cohort
of students he said,
“Murdoch University opened in the 1970s, when the 1960s,
as I like to say, got to Australia. So the first cohort was into
peace and love and community. That applied to some
of the academics as well as the students. Professor John
Raser started what has now transitioned into Politics and
International Studies as Irenology; the study of peace, not
conflict, though it wasn‘t long before it became Peace and
Conflict Studies.”

Dr Garry Gillard at
Fremantle Workers
Club 2014
Photographer:
Bob Sommerville

Emeritus Professor
Bob Reece

Emeritus Professor
Jim Macbeth

When I was being interviewed for a teaching job at Murdoch
in late 1977, it was supposed to have been in Southeast Asian
History in which I wrote my PhD. Instead I was surprised to find
that I was being considered for a lectureship in Social and Political
Theory (SAPT). As an old-fashioned empiricist historian, I was
innocent of theory beyond a rudimentary knowledge of Marx
and was somewhat nervous about teaching in SAPT, as it was
called. At the same time, I badly needed a job. As it happened,
then Vice Chancellor Arthur Beecham was more concerned
to offset what he saw as the left-wing orientation of John
Raser and Belinda Probert in SAPT and liked the idea that I was
Welsh-descended. He employed me on the spot, leaving me to
engineer my way as soon as I could into History. So, good on you
Arthur, wherever you might be, for having faith in me.

During the early years of the School of Social Inquiry we worked
from the premise that students (and staff) needed to know
themselves before they could become full learners. We were also
committed to humanistic psychology, along with other aspects of
the study of psychology. Theorists included Freud, Maslow, Rogers
and Wilhelm Reich.
In the process, some students built an orgone box to test Reich‘s
(and his associates) ideas. The box found a home in the common
room on the SW corner of Level 2 of what was then known as
West Academic I. That common room was also our only meeting
room for various school meetings, including formal School Boards.
During one of these meetings, after some time (an hour plus), the
orgone box door opened up and a student appeared, having been
in the energy accumulator for at least an hour.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orgone
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1972

1973

1973

1973

Stephen Griew appointed
first Vice Chancellor

10 Foundation Professors
commence duties

Murdoch University constituted

Senate members
appointed & meet

A Murdoch
treasure
IN SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR, THE MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY LOST ONE OF ITS
LEADING LIGHTS. ESTEEMED FOUNDATION
PROFESSOR, EMERITUS PROFESSOR
GEOFFREY BOLTON AO, PASSED AWAY AT
THE AGE OF 83.
Professor Bolton‘s long and distinguished
association with the university began with
his appointment to the Murdoch University
Planning Board (1970-73); an inaugural
member of the university’s governing body. He
also served on the academic, buildings, site,
and Vice Chancellor‘s selection committees at
this time.
Professor Bolton was among the first members
appointed to the University Senate serving
three terms – from 1973-1976 and again in
1999-2002, and from 2002-2006 where he
served as the Chancellor of Murdoch University.

“I would be more than happy to be regarded
as symbolic of all the colleagues I have had”
he said.
Professor Bolton is one of Australia‘s most
eminent historians and prominent sociopolitical commentators. He is the author of
15 books and has contributed to many more
books and articles. In December 2014 Geoffrey
Bolton recorded the life of one of Australia’s
most prominent politicians when he published
the biography of Sir Paul Hasluck, who was
Australia’s 17th Governor General
in 1969.
Murdoch University Acting Vice Chancellor
Professor Andrew Taggart said Professor Bolton
was part of the Murdoch fabric and he would be
missed by the University and WA community.
“Geoffrey was very much looking forward
to celebrating our 40th anniversary on 17
September. I know he would have wanted to
mark the occasion and to celebrate the special

book of essays he was collecting and getting
ready to publish for our special milestone.”
In what may well have been one of the
last interviews ever conducted with him, in
preparation for this special anniversary edition
of Intouch, Professor Bolton shared some
memories of his time at Murdoch.
“When I decided to join the (Murdoch) staff
it was something of an adventure because I
had a secure chair at UWA. It was the chance
to try out some new ideas and do something
different. I was particularly interested in
fostering an approach that could bring in
people like migrants and housewives and
others who hadn’t had the opportunity of a
university education,” he said.
“Murdoch has been very kind to me in my
retirement and provided somewhere where I
can get on with some quite significant bits of
writing and there are a lot of good friends and
companions there.”

Additionally, Professor Bolton was appointed
Murdoch University‘s Foundation Professor of
History in the School of Social Inquiry in 1973,
a position he held until 1989.
Professor Bolton has twice been awarded an
honorary degree by the university. In 1995 he
was awarded a Doctor of the University and in
2000 a Doctor of Letters.
Professor Bolton was the recipient of several
prestigious awards including Officer of the
Order of Australia (AO), and a Centenary
Medal in 2001 for services to the Centenary of
Federation celebrations in Western Australia.
In recognition of his major contribution to
Australian history and the community.
Professor Bolton was named the WA Australian
of the Year 2006.
Professor Bolton’s name will forever be written
into history when Elizabeth Quay opens in
Perth. Planning Minister, John Day announced in
October of 2014 that Geoffrey Bolton Avenue
will be the name of the new central street
across the top of the inlet.
At the time, Professor Bolton said using his
name was a compliment to the profession
of historians.

Mary Moore - Emeritus Professor Geoffrey Bolton 2008
oil on board, 136 x 125cm
Commissioned 2006

1973

1974

1974

1974

6 Schools established

Justice Wickham
elected Chancellor

18 postgraduate
students commence

Inauguration ceremony
17 September
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Life on
campus
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1974

1974

1975

1975

Murdoch Art Collection
established

Library building completed

First 714 undergraduate
students commence

Dr Harold Schenberg
donates 11 artworks to the
Art Collection

1975

1976

1976

1977

HRH Princess Anne and Captain
Mark Phillips visit campus

University emblem
approved by Senate

Student enrolments
reach 1,489

First Guild President
elected: Mark Ames
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Geoffrey Smith with student Justice Martin at Capel Primary School.
Both Geoff and Justice have cochlear implants.
Photographer: Tracey Doyle.

Murdoch

Memory Geoffrey Smith
In 2014 we ran a competition
for the best anecdotes and
stories from Murdoch’s 40
year history. Choosing a
winner from the dozens of
fantastic entries was extremely
difficult but Geoffrey Smith’s
beautifully evocative memory
won us over!
You’ll also find other
delightful competition entries
throughout this very special
40th anniversary edition
of Intouch.

For foundation alumnus Geoffrey Smith, it
was Murdoch University’s intimate nature
and guidance from a compassionate staff
member that proved part of his success
despite being severely deaf. Now, as he
embarks on a PhD in history, Mr Smith (BA
Hons (1980), Grad Dip Ed (2002), MPhil
History (2009)) can lay claim to a 40-year
association – as old as the university itself.
As a teacher for the deaf, Mr Smith uses his
own personal experience to help the next
generation of Western Australian children
living with deafness, ensuring they have
every educational opportunity to realise
their career ambitions.
Mr Smith has worked with the Department
of Education for the past 11 years, helping
students aged from five to 17 who have
a range of hearing loss issues from mild
to profound deafness in regional WA. Like
him, most rely on the use of hearing aids or
cochlear implants.
Each week, he visits students in Manjimup,
Nannup, Capel, Pinjarra, Waroona and
greater Bunbury, providing one-on-one
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tuition. After suffering severe hearing loss
after a bout of meningitis as a child, Mr
Smith was forced to rely on a hearing aid
and attended mainstream schools at a time
when it was uncommon for children with
disabilities, before embarking on a
tertiary education.
“As far as I am aware, I am the first severely
or profoundly deaf person to study at
Murdoch at a time when tertiary education
was not a likely goal for deaf people,”
Mr Smith said.
He praised the support given to him by
Professor Doug Savage, who conducted
research into the psychology of deafness,
saying he was “instrumental in helping me
commence on what has become a life-long
academic pathway.”
“When I enrolled back in 1977, I never
would have thought that I would still be
involved nearly 40 years later,” he said of his
long association with Murdoch University.
“University can be challenging for deaf
students and certainly was for me.

1977

1978

1978

1978

First graduation ceremony

Glenn Willson appointed
Vice Chancellor

Psychology course
commences

John Patterson elected
Guild President

Geoff’s winning
Murdoch Memory
competition entry
“When I was a student at Murdoch in 1977, the foundation
students had not yet graduated. The university was very
small, very isolated in the middle of a pine plantation and
accessed via a lonely road called South Street. The only
buildings were those around three sides of Bush Court and
a small Veterinary Studies building down a sandy, scrubby
hill to the east. I was barely 17 years old and new to city
living, having grown up in WA country towns. I was also
deaf. At that time, hardly any deaf people in WA studied
at university. Murdoch was in every way a new experience.
The small intimate nature of the campus and the
enthusiastic, caring staff who subscribed to the ‘Murdoch
Ethos’, helped me in my transition, despite my deafness.
The support given by Professor Doug Savage, who had
carried out research in the psychology of deafness, has
never been forgotten. His assistance and encouragement
enabled me to graduate with a BA (Hons) in 1980 and
has since been a motivating factor for me in my work as
a teacher of the deaf. My academic link with Murdoch
continues to this day, having received a Graduate Diploma
in Education (2002), Master of Philosophy in History (2009)
and now a PhD in history, which I hope to complete in
2017, 40 years after my initial enrolment. In 1977, the
Orientation Day theme was ‘Just say hello’. I arrived, said
‘hello’, and remained part of the Murdoch community
ever since.”

Graduation day

Assistance from the university
administration was non-existent as a
student services department had not been
established. Since deaf students were a
rarity, nothing was really known of their
academic and social support requirements.
Lectures and particularly tutorials were
almost impossible for me to hear, so much
of what I learned came from textbooks and
journals. I also relied on some students for
lecture notes.”
“I feel privileged to have been a part
of the Murdoch community for so
long. The support given to me by staff
members through the years and the skills,
knowledge and independence of thinking
gained through my studies has been the
foundation skills on which my career path
has been built.”

Geoff’s original student card

1979

1979

1980

1980

Vet School opens

Des Fleay elected Guild
President

Sir Ronald Wilson
elected Chancellor

Gordin Aplin elected
Guild President
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Murdoch

Memory

The Great Race
The one-wheel vehicle races in the 70s were always magic
days. My squad made the front page of the then Murdoch
newsletter named the Queen’s Own Highland Bomb Carrying
Unit or the like. British army tops, kilts and myself as the jockey
in a WW2 tin helmet as those stairs by the library were murder
to go down.
Before the race our team of four walked into a chemistry
lecture in the main theatre, sat one row from the front and
put our feet up on the chair ahead of us. The lecturer who
had had to stop as the other students started laughing at us
as we came in and stole the show with the famous lines of,
“Do us a favour boys and keep your legs crossed.” Needless to
say the lecture was abandoned.
The team that year, who finished 2nd, was made up of William
McMahon, Peter Regal, Linsday Arno and myself. The Vet
school team won ‘due to their animal cunning’. Their jockey
was not fully grown.

Paul Smith
BA Social Ecology 1980

Paul Smith and Team leading the charge
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1981

1982

1982

1982

First female Guild President
elected: Veronica Cook

University Medal
established

Mandy Gillet elected
Guild President

First Aboriginal student,
Isabelle Adams, graduates

Murdoch's first female
Guild President
Murdoch in its early days was a small, close-knit community of staff and students.
Education was free, Guild fees were compulsory ($70 a year) and every university
committee had to have a student representative. The campus was served by just
two buses a day, one in the morning and one in the late afternoon. Orientation
Day was marked by packs of distressed stranded 17 year olds at the end of the day
queuing for the one or two available pay phones to call parents to come and pick
them up. Everyone either rode a bike or drove ancient and beat up old cars. Those
in carpark 3 were notorious for being held together by a combination of left-wing
political stickers and rust. All the surrounding suburbs were still pine plantations
and lectures were regularly abandoned due the noise from huge flocks of black
cockatoos flying overhead.
I remember when Queen Elizabeth II visited Western Australia and I was invited,
as Guild President of Murdoch University, to Government House to meet her.
This momentous occasion was due to take place as she undertook a garden walk
through the grounds. Those of us anointed to actually meet her in person were
put into roped off sections, strategically scattered along the way, and told to wait
for her to arrive. Everyone else was made to keep outside the ropes. This offended
my strong egalitarian sensibilities so I wandered off to the refreshment tent where
afternoon tea was waiting and tucked into the cake and pastries instead. The next
day I received a very angry phone call from the Governor’s aide-de-camp who
yelled at me for leaving Her Majesty with no one to greet at my section.
Veronica marshalling at the Great Race 1981

Veronica Cook
BA 1981
Guild President 1981

1983

1983

1983

1984

Student Village opens

Student enrolments
reach 3,169

Michael Jesser elected
Guild President

Historic Farrington
Road community
protest blockade
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BIG-HEARTED DONORS HAVE POURED
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS INTO MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY, ALLOWING GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH TO BE UNDERTAKEN
ON OUR DOORSTEP AND SIGNIFICANT
INVESTMENT IN RELIGIOUS, SCIENTIFIC
AND ARTISTIC FIELDS.
Murdoch University‘s former development
manager Dana Henderson said
philanthropy was “embedded into the
very ethos of the university” with staff
participating in acts of philanthropy as well
as benefiting from generous gifts.
“Murdoch has a strong connection with our
community and holds the values of equity
and justice at the core of our mission,”
Ms Henderson said.
Charitable contributions date back to
the university’s inception with the first
donations artworks to the Murdoch
University Art Collection the year before
the university opened its doors.
Since then, the generosity has extended
to the university’s veterinary school after
a major campaign raised $4 million to
establish the Murdoch University Veterinary
Trust, which continues to support
the school.

In 1993, the university launched the
Theological Library and Worship Centre
Appeal in a bid to raise $1 million for the
projects, which included a library to house
the 50,000 volumes held at the time.
One of the most significant philanthropic
ventures has been the Institute for
Immunology and Infectious Diseases, led
by eminent Professor Simon Mallal and a
team of 40 experts who research globally
communicable diseases, including a
vaccine for HIV-AIDS.
The centre was established in 2006 as
collaboration between Murdoch University
and the Health Department of Western
Australia. It attracted more than $32
million in state and federal government
funding, a Lotterywest grant and
donations from private philanthropists
including Stan and Jean Perron and former
barrister and WA Governor Malcolm
McCusker.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
have contributed more than $13 million to
Professor Mallal’s research and Fortescue
Metals Group Chairman Andrew Forrest
and wife Nicola donated a parcel of shares
valued at $1.3 million in 2011 – the
largest personal contribution in the
university’s history.

A history of generosity

Ms Henderson said the university had
taken a more focussed approach to
philanthropy since 2003 and developed
the Office of Development and the
Murdoch University Foundation to
fundraise on behalf of all areas of
the university.
Since then, more than $23 million has
been raised in support of research,
infrastructure, academic chairs,
scholarships and student prizes, she said.
“Philanthropy is of immense value to the
university and the opportunity to reflect
on the impact it has had over the past
40 years has not been missed,”
Ms Henderson said.
“Philanthropic gifts support areas of
endeavour and ambition beyond the core
purpose of the university and therefore
represent the dreams and visions of
donors, staff and students. Every gift
represents an individual’s or organisation’s
belief that the staff and students of
Murdoch can change the world.”
The largest single bequest received by
Murdoch University was almost $1 million
gifted by retired Beacon farmer Robert
Hammond after his death in 2012. The
money supports “research into mutually
advantageous or mutually exploitative
relationships between humans and other
species of animal.”
But the gift was not the first Mr
Hammond gave to Murdoch. In his
lifetime, he donated $350,000 over 25
years for scholarships to fund research
into relationships between humans
and animals.
Inspiring fundraising campaigns have
paid generous dividends for Murdoch
University Art Collection, and netting
significant acquisitions including the
distinctive work of esteemed Indigenous
artist Timothy Cook, Kulama in 2012.

Timothy Cook - Kulama 2011
Ochre on linen, 120 x 200cm
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1984

1985

1985

1985

Bonita Mason elected
Guild President

Computer Science
course commences

Peter Boyce appointed
Vice Chancellor

Lila Carlton-Doney
elected Guild President

Murdoch

Memory
Leonie Patrice
BA Psychology 1985,
PostGradDip Psychology 2011
When I was a student at Murdoch in 2010
I went back to university to do a
Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology. My
undergraduate was completed about 25
years ago at Murdoch when computers were
uncommon and research involved hours
of reading journals and other books in the
library.

Geoff and Lyn Field

I feel very blessed to have done my
undergraduate at Murdoch as other WA
universities set a limit on how long the
gap can be before completing
postgraduate studies.

The joy of giving
GEOFF FIELD’S GENEROSITY HAS ENSURED
A CONTINUED ASSOCIATION WITH
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY – EVEN AFTER
RETIREMENT.
Mr Field was Murdoch’s first full-time male
employee, joining the planning team in
Stirling Highway, Nedlands in 1970.
In 1996, Mr Field and his wife Lyn established
a student prize to mark his 25 years’ service.
The Geoff and Lyn Field Prize in Australian
studies is awarded for the best 4th year
Honours dissertation on an Australian topic in
history, politics, sociology or women’s studies.
Mr Field said he had been ‘giving back’ since
the age of 19 when he became the honorary
treasurer of the Dogs’ Refuge Home Inc.
“There is more to life than just work, family
and play,” he said.

“Part of the joy of life is in giving back to
society.”
“I would hope that all those who have
worked at Murdoch University for extended
periods and who have gained some financial
independence agree to ‘give back’ a little
of their wealth through donations or
volunteering to support this community
institution.
“In this way you give valuable support to
upcoming student generations.”
Mr Field, a self-proclaimed ‘roustabout’
during Murdoch’s formative years, held
several administrative roles at the university
including chief financial officer for 13 years
and company secretary for 20 years. He
retired in 1998.

In the intervening years between my stints
at Murdoch I lived on two other continents,
17 years of which was in the USA working
in world class destination resort spas as a
massage therapist and trainer.
Since leaving Murdoch in 2010 I have
completed internships in psychology;
completing my full AHPRA registration
in August 2013. I have since worked as
a psychologist and joined a busy private
practice in Gosnells in April 2014.
I thoroughly enjoyed the culture and support
on campus as beginning university can be
daunting at any age. As a mature aged
student for both my undergraduate (aged
21+) and postgraduate (aged 50) studies
Murdoch provided me the opportunity to
follow my dreams.

1985

1986

1986

1986

‘Closed Mondays’ sculpture
commissioned for
10th anniversary

20,000+ people attend
Open Day

Student enrolments
reach 4,624

Graham Giffard elected
Guild President
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Acting Vice Chancellor Professor Andrew Taggart, Mara West and Isabelle Adams
at the 2015 Murdoch University Indigenous alumni reunion & launch of the Reconciliation Action Plan

Trailblazers
ISABELLE ADAMS AND MARA WEST DID
NOT SET OUT TO BE TRAILBLAZERS FOR
INDIGENOUS TERTIARY EDUCATION.
BUT AS TWO OF MURDOCH’S FIRST
INDIGENOUS GRADUATES IN THE 1980S,
MS ADAMS (BED 1982, MED 1987) AND
MS WEST (BA 1985, BSC (HONS) 2008)
INADVERTENTLY FOUND THEMSELVES
POSTER GIRLS FOR THE CAUSE.
“During my time (11 years) at Murdoch I was
unaware of other Aboriginal students and did
not meet any while on campus,” Ms Adams said.
“I think the concept of Aboriginal people
undertaking university studies was very new and
any who took this path were viewed as ‘elitist’
generally by the Aboriginal community.”
Ms Adams said she decided to take on a
university degree to give her an ‘edge’ in
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Isabelle Adams was the first, then Trevor Satour,
Robin (Robinson) Hannigan and me.
“When I look back, I guess we were breaking
new ground as the very first Aboriginal students
enrolled at Murdoch.”

securing a promotion at work and was already
juggling life as a mother to four children and
full-time job with the Department of Education
when she started at Murdoch.

But Ms West, who was also caring for her three
sons in the 1980s, said support for Indigenous
students was limited and virtually non-existent
at the time.

“As an external student I listened to course tapes
while cooking the family meal or driving to some
country location for work. I studied late at night
on weekdays and most weekends. I spent many
weekend hours at the university library while my
three sons explored the surrounding bushland.”

“During my first year I felt like a fish out of water
as I was usually the only black face in lectures.
In one lecture one of the other students
commented on my wonderful accent. I really
don’t know where she got the idea that I had
an accent.”

Ms West, who was raised in Carnarvon at a
time of black and white segregation, said her
‘mainstream education’ at a mission school had
complemented her Aboriginal education before
joining Murdoch.

Ms Adams was appointed the inaugural
chairperson of the Murdoch University
Aboriginal Advisory Council (MUAAC) and
was instrumental in establishing Murdoch’s
Aboriginal Student Support Centre. She was
a finalist in the 2014 Murdoch University
Distinguished Alumni Awards.

“I have very fond memories of my time at
Murdoch,” she said. “I was the fourth Aboriginal
person to graduate from Murdoch University –

1987

1988

1988

1988

Jacky Easter (Sem 1) / Kurt Rogers
(Sem 2) elected Guild President

Aboriginal Education Unit
(later Kulbardi) opens

Student enrolments
pass 5,000

Asia Research Centre
established

Eating
theory
EMERITUS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR
SERGE TAMPALINI STARTED HIS CAREER
AS A TEACHER IN AUSTRALIA AND IN
THE UNITED KINGDOM. AFTER A STINT
TEACHING AT MOUNT LAWLEY TEACHERS
COLLEGE HE MADE A DRAMATIC CAREER
CHANGE, WORKING AS A FREELANCE
THEATRE DIRECTOR.
”I was doing Bukowski at the Playhouse in 1982
and, one evening after the performance, this
guy came up to me and asked if I wanted a job
at Murdoch University. That was David George.
So I went from a guy putting on plays to an
academic.”
“The humanities at Murdoch was an
intellectually exciting place to be in the 1980s;
we used to wear lapel badges with ‘I eat
Theory’ printed on them. The trunk course
Structure, Thought and Reality featured
Michael O’Toole’s notoriously difficult lectures
on semiotics and students were told “When
you do this course you’ll come out not
knowing anything – but you’ll know why you
don’t know anything,” Dr Tampalini said.

“Nearly all humanities academics during those
years had a healthy disregard for established
theory and it was teachers and researchers
such as Horst Ruthrof, Vijay Mishra, John Frow,
Susan Melrose, Marion Campbell and Bob
Hodge that made the campus such a vibrant
hot bed of discourse and debate.”
Dr Tampalini recounts how he was brought in
as a dramaturge to bridge the gap between
theory and practice. “Murdoch was the first
university in Western Australia to look seriously
at theory via production and this focus, which
we began in the early 80s, formed the basis for
Theatre and Performance studies at Murdoch,
and continues right up until today.”

Serge Tampalini then

Key performance highlights from the early
years featured experimental adaptations
of classics as well as ground-breaking and
sometimes controversial new works.
Dr Tampalini retired from Murdoch in 2014
and is now currently an Emeritus Associate
Professor of the university. He continues
to explore ideas surrounding performance
through his art. “When I was designing and
directing theatre, people would tell me that
my work was very arty; now, as an artist, I am
told my work is very theatrical,” he said.
Dr Tampalini’s work can be viewed at
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~serge/j215/
and http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~serge/

Serge Tampalini now

Murdoch

Memory
Mark Young
BA Communication and
Cultural Studies 1986
I came to Murdoch in 1981 as a part-time mature-age student.
My first class was Foundations of Social Inquiry with Professor John
Rasor. This course was like no other. I learned to stretch my mind.
In week two John held the class in his home and had all the
students lay on the floor and close their eyes while he told a story.
We were supposed to let our mind wander. Well ... many of us
had been up late the night before and some of us fell asleep!
After 45 minutes, John woke us up, served biscuits and coffee,
talked about uni life and sent us on our way.
While I never had another class like this, Professor Raser gave me
the confidence to succeed at Murdoch and in life.

1988

1989

1989

1990

Ken Thomas elected
Guild President

Legislation to merge UWA and
Murdoch blocked in the Legislative
Council

Paul Stevenage elected
Guild President

Anthony Iheakanwa
elected Guild President
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40 beautiful years
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY ART COLLECTION
WAS ESTABLISHED FROM THE SIMPLE ACT
OF GIVING, AND TODAY IT CONTINUES TO
‘GIVE’ WITH PUBLIC ACCESSIBLE ARTWORK
DISPLAYS ACROSS THREE CAMPUSES FOR
ALL TO ENJOY.
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Fairweather’s Mother and Child, which
remains one of the most valuable works in
the collection today.

The collection’s curator Mark Stewart said
it was a fitting way to pay respect to the
overwhelming generosity of the many
passionate supporters that have donated
significant artwork gifts over the last 40 years.

Some of the university’s significant earlier
artworks acquired in the 70s and 80s are
by distinguished artists including Robert
Juniper, Sidney Nolan, Lloyd Rees and Charles
Blackman. A substantial collection of over
100 Indigenous artworks were donated by
Multiplex founder, the late John Roberts,
in 1998.

The collection was founded in 1974 with the
first donations from Rix Weaver, Peggy Perrins
Shaw and Surveyor-General John Morgan.
The university made its first purchase the
following year - a 1959 pen and wash
drawing of Sir Walter Murdoch by
Louis Kahan.

To commemorate the university’s 10th
anniversary in 1985, prominent West
Australian sculptor Lou Lambert was
commissioned to create an outdoors
sculpture titled Closed Mondays. This was
collaboratively funded by the R & I Bank and
the university.

In 1975, philanthropist, Dr Harold Schenberg
gifted 11 significant artworks, including Ian

Inspired by Australian untamed outback
landscape, the sculpture was initially erected

in Bush Court but subsequently removed for
conservation in 2007 and later reinstalled
near the Institute of Immunology and
Infectious Diseases building.
Over its 40 years, the collection has attracted
several highly-regarded artistic minds
including 1997-2006 Art Board chairman
John Stringer, who also served as Kerry Stokes’
art curator and worked as a senior curator of
the Art Gallery of WA.
Current chairman Alan Dodge is a former
beloved director of the Art Gallery of WA
and was an inaugural staff member at the
National Gallery of Australia in the early
1970s.
Other notable identities include Emeritus
Professor Geoffrey Bolton who was the
inaugural art acquisition committee chairman
in 1975 and Angie Beck, who in 1995, was
appointed the first official art curator on a

1991

1991

1991

1991

1992

Economics & Commerce
building completed

Student enrolments
reach 8,114

Office of Alumni
Relations established

Justin O’Malley elected
Guild President

School of Law established

Images
Clockwise from top
Kyle Hughes-Odgers - Help is on the Way 2010
aerosol paint on board 200 x 48830 cm
Commissioned 2010
Lou Lambert - Closed Mondays 1986
steel, wood, dimensions variable
Commissioned 1985
Robert Owen - Witness – Facing East (Chant from a Holy Book) 2006
synthetic polymer paint on linen, 122 x 732cm
Purchased 2007

part-time basis. Mr Stewart became the first
full-time art curator position in 2004 after a
major review in 2003 led to greater resources
for the collection.
“That was real turning point in the
ongoing development of the collection,”
Mr Stewart said.
“It gave opportunity for much greater
expansion like nationally significant major
artwork acquisitions, several large scale
public art commissions, the inaugural portrait
commission of Emeritus Professor Geoffrey
Bolton and hugely successful fundraising
campaigns in 2012 and 2013 to purchase
several iconic artworks.”
In the last decade, noteworthy acquisitions
have included a mammoth 7 metre painting
titled Witness – Facing East (Chant from
a Holy Book) by internationally recognised
artist Robert Owen purchased in 2007
and Bedford Downs Country by Freddie

Timms donated by Ian and Liz Constable in
2014. Also in 2014 a Rodney Glick sculpture
was donated by Mary Hill in memory of
her husband, the late Chris Hill. Mr Hill
was a former Murdoch student and staff
member who served on the Art Acquisitions
Committee in the 1990s and as Art Board
chairman from 2007-2009.

“Passionate art-lovers regularly frequent
galleries and museums, but here at Murdoch,
our point of difference is that the collection
is so readily accessible – the community can
walk through the campus environment and
interact with the collection on a day-to-day
basis. In effect the whole campus is an
art gallery.”

In 2014, 17 artworks were purchased for
$65,000 while an additional 16 artworks costing
$31,600 were purchased with funds from
bequests and fundraising campaigns. Another
28 works valued at $335,715 were donated
through the Federal Government’s Cultural Gifts
Program – a record year for generous gifts and
contributions to the collection.

“Physically woven throughout the campuses,
the collection greatly enhances our
environment however it’s much more than
simply beautifying our surrounds; it also
greatly contributes to shaping our cultural
identity, stimulating minds and contributing
to that academic learning experience,”
Mr Stewart said.

The collection now holds more than 1,600
works, which are displayed across campuses
at Murdoch, Rockingham and Peel, including
a dedicated exhibition space at the South
Street library.

1992

1992

1993

1993

1993

First Intouch newsletter
printed

Andy Fitzgerald elected
Guild President

Theological Library & Worship
Centre campaign launched

Anita Gardner elected
Guild President

Student enrolments
reach 8,387
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METIOR
The first edition of the Guild of Students
newspaper METIOR was published in 1975.
By the second edition in May that year the
editors had already received letters asking it to
“leave out the four letter swear words” and one
brave letter writer ‘Betty King’ had suggested
an alternative name of LETTERS. Her following
comment, “You have obviously had a lot of
fun selecting your present title (METIOR) but
ask yourself if you can live with it in three years’
time?” proved remarkably un-prescient, as the
Murdoch Empire Telegram and Indian Ocean
Review continues to delight and offend to this
very day.
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1993

1993

1994

1994

1995

First female Professor appointed:
A/P Cora Baldock

First Singapore graduation
ceremony

Adam Bandt elected Guild
President

Opening of the
Loneragan Building

Fred Chaney commences
as Chancellor

A leading light
For leading Aboriginal health researcher
Professor Rhonda Marriott, setting up Murdoch
University’s nursing school 12 years ago has
been the pinnacle of her career.
Initially recruited to establish the course at
the Peel campus, Professor Marriott (PhD
Education 2005) said she was incredibly
proud to have seen the course grow from
just 28 students in 2004 to more than 600
enrolments this year and expansion to the
South Steet campus.
“It was just the most exciting, wonderful
experience and opportunity of my career,”
she said.
“It was a unique experience to establish a new
school…and to ensure you had a curriculum
you were proud of so that the graduates
would be good nurses in terms of their
knowledge and clinical experience.”
Now the Western Australian Department
of Health’s chair in Nursing, Maternal and
Newborn Health, Aboriginal Health and
Wellbeing, Professor Marriott is regarded a
champion for Aboriginal nurses and midwives
and as a crusader for improved health
outcomes for Indigenous people.

She is currently leading several major health
studies, including a research project into the
social and emotional wellbeing of Aboriginal
women and children in the Pilbara town of
Roebourne and a four-year investigation
for more supportive maternity services for
Aboriginal women such as the culturally
important philosophy of ‘birthing on country’.
Professor Marriott has been a senior university
manager at Murdoch, taking up roles including
Pro Vice Chancellor (Faculties), Faculty Dean
of Health Sciences, leader of the Kulbardi
Aboriginal Centre and Head of the School of
Nursing and Midwifery. She recently chaired the
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) working group
and attended the inaugural Murdoch University
Indigenous alumni reunion where the RAP was
formally launched.
“The RAP marks an exciting step in
Murdoch’s commitment to social justice, and
demonstrates the University’s maturity in this
arena,” Rhonda said.
“This plan formalises a lot of initiatives that
were already in place at Murdoch, and will help
us to grow through connecting with other
organisations.”
“We hope this RAP also helps every student,
including those who are not Indigenous,
to realise their role in working towards
reconciliation in Australian society.”

Professor Rhonda Marriott

Field of
dreams
Built by volunteer members of the
community, staff and students, the
restoration of the long-abandoned
Murdoch amphitheatre has been
a recurrent, but as yet unrealised,
dream for decades of students. The
performing space, completed in
1978, boasted enough grassed tiers
of seating to accommodate 750
people. Sadly, the railway sleepers
used in its construction quickly fell
victim to termites and, by the early
1980s, the amphitheatre had been
declared unsafe and fenced off.

1995

1995

1995

1996

1996

Alison Humphrey elected
Guild President

MBA Program launched
in China

20 year anniversary
celebrations

Murdoch commences
teaching Engineering

Rockingham campus
construction commences

20

Murdoch

Memory
The social scene

Ralph Sunley 1992

Ralph Sunley now

Here is one of my favourite Murdoch memories; it would
have been around 1990, when I was a student here. At the
old Social Club there was a great live music scene, with many
local and national bands coming to perform. One particular
act was Arnie Deltoids Muscle Beach Party, headed by Phil
Ceberano (brother of Kate). It was an indoor show and well
attended. ‘Arnie’ was full of banter and made a couple of
jokes about one of the female staff members working in the
kitchen and bar at the other side of the room. She was not
known for her good humour and there were a few murmurs
in the crowd as Arnie was unaware of whom he was tangling
with. Nonetheless the show went on for a few minutes, until
the staff member suddenly walked up to the stage carrying
a large bucket of flour, and without a word she then threw
it over the entire band! The room was in momentary shock
but the band soon managed to clean up their instruments
and themselves and played on. The event gained some
notoriety and was often referred to in subsequent issues of
the Murdoch newsletter and Metior.

Ralph Sunley

BSc Computer Science 1992
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1996

1996

1997

1997

1997

Steven Schwartz appointed
Vice Chancellor

Kelly Shay elected
Guild President

Vet Trust established

Singapore Alumni Chapter
incorporated

Kulbardi Centre opens

1997

1997

1998

1998

1998

Student enrolments
surpass 10,000

Charles Noonan elected
Guild President

Rockingham campus
officially opens

Intouch magazine becomes
stand-alone print magazine

Paula Langley elected
Guild President
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Student
activism in
the turbulent
1980s
For Graham Giffard, who was Labor
member of the Western Australian
Legislative Council representing the
North Metropolitan Region from 2000
to 2008, political life began at Murdoch.
Graham (BA Politics, Philosophy and
Sociology 1992) was Guild President in
1986, a time that he remembers as one
of great change and challenge.
“Murdoch had a range of campus issues
we regarded as significant, such as
compulsory exams versus continuous
assessment, university or student
responsibility for funding university
infrastructure and the construction
of Farrington Road. At the state and
national levels there were also significant
issues, including the dismantling of the
binary system, user-pays principle being
reintroduced and the dismantling and
rebuilding of student representation,”
Graham said.

Braden Hill at the inaugural Indigenous
Alumni Reunion & launch of the RAP in 2015

Wings to fly
Encouraging Indigenous communities to
embrace education and improve university
participation rates is the driving force behind
Murdoch University’s Kulbardi Aboriginal Centre.

Mr Hill is the third manager to take the helm
of the Kulbardi centre, with esteemed health
researcher Rhonda Marriott and well-known
filmmaker Glen Stasiuk former leaders.

Established in 1988 as the Aboriginal Education
Unit and renamed Kulbardi in 1996, the centre
works to increase the number of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander students in higher
education through its award-winning K-Track
program and by offering academic, cultural
and social support.

“I took the job because I understood the power
of education as a means for personal and
cultural transformation,” Mr Hill said.

Kulbardi Manager Braden Hill (BEd 2009, BA
2009) said the centre was named after the
Noongar word for ‘magpie’ which had also
inspired the motto ‘wings to fly’.
Mr Hill said the late Noongar elder Munyari
(Ralph Winmar) told staff setting up the centre
that an appropriate name would ‘appear’
before them within 24 hours.
“Shortly after, when taking down the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander flags from the flag
poles, two magpies flew up to the top of the
poles and sang for minutes on end. For them,
this was the sign they were looking for,”
he recounted.
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Graham recalls that the outlook of
the student body became more
conservative during this time, and that
the reintroduction of user-pays principle
into higher education saw a change in
the attitude students took to their time
at university. He also remembers the
activist cohort of students that Murdoch
maintained at that time.

“I have seen university change the lives of
Indigenous people, their families and their
communities. I wanted to continue being a part
of that.”

“The Farrington Road protest was very
big on campus and seemed like it went
on for months. Moira Finucane was a
fantastic student leader at the time.
Murdoch students were always well
represented at state-wide rallies. And,
being a Fremantle resident for most of
this time, it was easy to recognise lots
and lots of activist Murdoch students in
the wider community,” he said.

Among Murdoch’s most notable Indigenous
alumni are respected author and two-time
Miles Franklin Award winner Kim Scott and
educationalist Chris Sarra, who was crowned
Queensland’s 2004 Australian of the Year.
Prominent South West Aboriginal Land and
Sea Council leaders Glen Kelly and Wayne
Nannup, who were instrumental in the
council’s landmark negotiations with the State
Government in its settlement with the Noongar
people, are also among Murdoch’s high-profile
Indigenous graduates.

Graham Giffard
BA Politics, Philosophy
and Sociology 1992
Guild President 1986

1998

1999

1999

2000

2000

John Roberts donates over 100
Indigenous artworks to the Art
Collection

Phil Harrold elected Guild
President

St Ives development
approved

Murdoch College opens

CCIBS opens in partnership
with Royal Perth Hospital

Student Union poster circa 1984

Student activism through the decades

2000

2000

2000

2000

2000

Students protesting course
cuts occupy

Malaysian Alumni Chapter
incorporated

HRH the Princess Royal
(Princess Anne) visits
the campus

St Ives officially launched

Alison Xamon elected
Guild President
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MURDOCH UNIVERSITY’S FORAY INTO
TRANSNATIONAL TEACHING BEGAN IN
THE LATE 1990S, WITH THE UNIVERSITY’S
ENROLMENT IN THE REGION HAVING
GROWN BY 330 PER CENT SINCE 2009.
The University’s main gateway into the region
was via its partners Kaplan Singapore (part of the
global education company, Kaplan Inc) and the
trade association, the Singapore Manufacturing
Federation (SMF) with over 3,000 member
companies.
This growth has seen Murdoch become the
second largest foreign university operating
in Singapore with more than 550 students
enrolled in a wide range of undergraduate and
postgraduate programs.
Currently, the university’s student population
in Singapore represents a quarter of Murdoch’s
total enrolment.

Inaugural Singapore alumni dinner
Vice Chancellor Peter Boyce and Singapore alumni

In 2013, Murdoch opened its first independent
office to better support partners and students,
under the guidance of the university’s first
Singapore Dean, Associate Professor Peter
Waring. In 2014, Murdoch Singapore Pte Ltd, a
wholly owned subsidiary of the university) was
included to facilitate the employment of fulltime academic and research staff.

Singapore:
a continuing tradition

Murdoch University’s Alumni Singapore Chapter
formally commenced in 1997 with the election
of the first President Jit Lee and his enthusiastic
Executive Committee. Current President Peter
CL Tan (BCommerce 1988, BScience 1998)
and 11 other committee members continue
this tradition of enthusiastic engagement and
activity.
According to Peter, the chapter in Singapore
allows for a lot of interaction with
Murdoch alumni.
“The Alumni Singapore Chapter has provided
me with an opportunity to make new friends
and maintain and grow a link to a university that
has helped me a great deal,” he says.
“What heartens me is to see a vibrant and
large student base where over 50 per cent are
studying on a part-time basis.”
The chapter holds a number of events during
the year, including pre-graduation celebrations
and networking evenings to keep in touch with
alumni near and far.

President Peter Tan (5th from left) and the Executive Committee

2001
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2001

Alumni Careers and Employment Alisha Ryans-Taylor
centre opens on Bush Court
elected Guild President

2001

2002

2002

Student enrolments
reach 12,611

Mal Nairn commences as
Vice Chancellor

John Yovich appointed
Vice Chancellor

Professor Mal Nairn: a man of many roles
Professor Mal Nairn is an outstanding academic
leader who has had wide experience at the
senior executive level at a number of universities
including Murdoch. Professor Nairn first joined
Murdoch in 1975 as the inaugural Professor
of Clinical Pathology and Head of the Division
of Applied Veterinary Medicine in the School
of Veterinary Studies. He was then Dean of
the Veterinary School from 1980 to 1983. In
1983 Professor Nairn was appointed Murdoch
University’s Deputy Vice Chancellor and Business
Manager, a position he occupied until 1989.
After 14 years at Murdoch, Professor Nairn
moved to Darwin in 1989 as the inaugural Vice
Chancellor of Northern Territory University. In
February 2002, Professor Nairn was welcomed
back to Murdoch to fill in the role of Vice
Chancellor for five months between Professor
Steven Schwartz and Professor John Yovich.

“Murdoch catered for students who had no
ready access to higher education. External
Studies was excellent in opening doors for many
people. Murdoch was also very encouraging of
mature age students, offering them a second
chance,” he said.
Moving forward, Professor Nairn said he hopes
to see Murdoch focus on opportunities in the

Looking back on Murdoch’s first decade,
Professor Nairn described the striking physical
transformation of the South Street campus
from a dusty site with stark buildings to the
landscaped haven flourishing with native plants
we see today. He also talked about what defined
Murdoch in those early years.

From guild
to council
Before Alison Xamon (BA Women’s Studies
2002, BLaws Juris Doctor (LLB) 2008) was Greens
Member of the Western Australian Legislative
Council representing East Metropolitan Region
from 2009 to 2013, she was highly involved
in political life of the student kind. As well as
serving as Education Vice President, Allison was
Guild president at the turn of the millennium.
Alison counts the establishment of the Guild
Disability Network, the Indigenous Council and
the Sexuality Council as highlights from her time
as Guild President; however year 2000 was also a
tumultuous one.
“It was a time of enormous change within higher
education generally and Murdoch University
specifically. The year was dominated by the

Mandurah and Peel regions and on ensuring that
the financial future of the university is secure.
“40 years is young for a university, and Murdoch
should be proud of what it has achieved in this
time. Although there have been lean times,
the good times far exceed them and Murdoch
should be optimistic about the future,” said
Professor Nairn.

Bower Court

ongoing threat of course closures, particularly
those within humanities and arts and this was
the source of a great deal of concern on campus
amongst staff and students alike. The year was
also dominated by concerns of student safety on
campus following a series of serious assaults on
women,” she said.
An enormous level of student activism on
campus resulted, led by the Education Action
Group of the Guild.
“We lead a successful campaign to stop the
university withdrawing its subsidy of the oncampus child care centre thus ensuring we
kept affordable child care, as well as a three-day
occupation of the Senate building following a
particularly heated Senate debate. After two
days the university responded to the occupation
by turning the air-conditioning down as far as
it would go. It was winter. It was freezing. The
students eventually left after the university
agreed to undertake talks,” Alison said.

Alison Xamon 2015

Alison Xamon
BA Women’s Studies 2002,
BLaws Juris Doctor (LLB) 2008

Alison Xamon with Emeritus Professor
Geoffrey Bolton 2002

Guild President 2000

2002

2002

2003

2003

2003

Geoffrey Bolton elected
Chancellor

Alisha Ryans-Taylor reelected as Guild President

Office of Development
established

Murdoch co-founds IRU
with 5 other universities

Mal Bradley elected
Guild President
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Rockingham
Murdoch University has forged strong links
with the Rockingham community, investing in
a specialist academic to probe deep-seated
educational challenges facing youths across
the region.
In 2003, the City of Rockingham agreed to
fund a new position of Chair of Education at
the university’s Rockingham campus in a bid
to improve educational and employment
opportunities in the Rockingham, Kwinana and
Peel districts.

For the past decade, the inaugural Chair of
Education Professor Barry Down has worked to
lift university participation rates amongst young
people and has researched strategies to boost
school retention, education aspirations and
better employment prospects.
Professor Down has initiated several research and
teaching projects about student engagement
and retention and more in-depth understanding
of issues facing young people in the City of
Rockingham.
Professor Down’s term officially ended last year
but his research is continuing. He also serves a
Acting Dean of the School of Education.

Peel
The Murdoch University Peel campus opened
in 2004 in one of Western Australia’s fastest
growing regions. Situated 75 kilometres south
of Perth, the campus offers courses in nursing,
business and information technology.
In 2003, Murdoch was awarded funding for a
University Learning Centre in the Peel region.
The University Learning Centre includes an
80-seat video communications room, three
30-seat flexible teaching rooms, one multipurpose laboratory and offices for technicians,
administration and academic staff.
The school is renowned for its modern facilities
that include a simulation room, realistic hospital
wards, areas for students to relax and study in, as
well as state-of-the-art audio-visual equipment
for teaching purposes. They offer a wealth of
clinical, academic and research expertise, as well
as ensuring an exceptional learning experience
through Murdoch‘s outstanding learning and
teaching resources.

An evolving
region

Whitby Falls
In November 2013 Murdoch University
entered into a 42 year lease with the
National Trust of Western Australia for the
203 hectare heritage listed property at
Whitby Falls Farm.
‘Whitby Falls Estate’ was granted in 1848
to early European settler Henry Mead for
pastoral and farming purposes.
The property was owned by John Wellard
and William Paterson before the State
purchased it in 1897. From this date,
Whitby Falls Hostel was the longest
operating facility in Western Australia for
the care and treatment of people with
mental illness.
Through engagement with local,
federal and state governments and
industry partners, Murdoch University
has the opportunity to align this future
development and uses with real life
problems and needs of businesses in the
region. A summary of the Masterplan will
be available for public comment in
late 2015.
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2004

2004

2004

2004

2005

Law Building opens

First full-time art curator,
Mark Stewart, appointed to
the Art Collection

Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation donates $13m
for HIV research

Mal Bradley re-elected
Guild President

Chiropractic Clinic opens

Communication, connection
and community
MURDOCH UNIVERSITY’S BANKSIA
ASSOCIATION AND A GENEROUS GROUP
OF SUPPORTERS ARE HELPING TURN
DREAMS INTO REALITY.

University Senate, Honorary Degree recipients,
Emeritus Professors, Associate Professors,
winners of Distinguished Alumni Awards,
significant donors and senior staff.

and since 2007 this fund has raised more than
$183,000,” Ms Henderson said.
“In 2014 the Acting Vice Chancellor, Professor
Andrew Taggart approved a campaign to meet
a target of $500,000 in order to raise the value
of the scholarship and establish it in perpetuity.”

The association, which celebrates its 10th
anniversary this year, maintains the university’s
connection with a special group people who
have made an impact in its 40-year history.

“The purpose of the Banksia Association is
to build relationships with our significant
supporters and to acknowledge their
contributions to the foundations and
development of the university,” she said.

The brainchild of former Vice Chancellor
Professor John Yovich, the Banksia Association
was created in 2005 to mark the university’s 30th
anniversary and reconnect the institution with
people who had made special contributions.

And the generosity of Banksia Association
donors is paying dividends with a special
scholarship to provide financial support to
exceptional students.

Initially guided by founding Chairman Emeritus
Professor Don Smart, the association is now
headed by Emeritus Professor Nick Costa in
its mission to: “extend knowledge, stimulate
learning and promote understanding for the
benefit of the community.”

Under the Banksia Association Honours
Scholarship, which was established in 2007,
the association encourages the highest
achieving students to continue their education
at Murdoch University by providing them with
financial assistance during their Honours year.

Murdoch University's former development
manager Dana Henderson said the Banksia
Association drew 203 members from different
walks of life and each had made a lasting and
positive contribution.

Until now, the scholarship has been valued at
$10,000 but there are plans to double the value
to $20,000 with the help of generous donors
and a new fundraising drive that aims to raise
$500,000.

Scholarship recipients have included psychology
student Claire McArthur who overcame the
personal trauma of losing her partner to suicide
to graduate with Honours and scientist Jeanette
Koh who struggled to adjust to a new culture
and lifestyle when her family moved from
Singapore to Perth when she was 17.

Ms Henderson said members invited to join
included individuals who had served on the

“A priority of the association is to raise funds in
support of a prestigious Honours scholarship

This year marks the 8th year of the Banksia
Association Honours Scholarship.

Supporters believe the move would ensure
an enduring legacy of the commitment and
generosity of Banksia Association members
that would support students for generations
to come.
Under the scholarship’s criteria, applicants must
plan to enrol full-time in a Murdoch University
course at Honours level, have a record of high
achievement and be experiencing challenges in
the Honours project that could be offset with
the help of the Banksia Scholarship.

Emeritus Professor Longley's many Murdoch hats
Emeritus Professor Kateryna Longley has had a diverse and
enduring career at Murdoch University since first joining
as lecturer in the English and Comparative Literature
Programme in 1986. Other positions held by Professor
Longley include Dean of School of Humanities, Pro Vice
Chancellor (Research), Executive Dean of Division of
Social Sciences, Humanities and Education and Pro Vice
Chancellor (Regional Development). Professor Longley
speaks fondly of her early years at Murdoch and the doors
the University opened for many.
“I recall the magic of the foundation unit Structure Thought
and Reality (STAR) and especially the tutorials at a time
when there were many alternative entry and mature
age students seizing the new opportunity to study that
Murdoch opened up for them. For many students it was
an instant life-changing experience. They saw the world
through different eyes and, as a lecturer, I felt privileged to
be part of that process, working with teams of academics
who were talented and passionate,” she said.

(From left:) Mrs Lindy Budge, Emeritus Professor Kateryna Longley,
Ms Vicky Dodds, Ms Anna George.

2005

2005

2005

2005

2005

30th Anniversary celebrations

Robert Owen artwork
purchased for the 30th
anniversary

Freehills Moot Court opens

Banksia Association
is launched

Peel campus opens
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20th anniversary
of the debut of
Murdoch MBA
program in
Hong Kong
In May 1995, Murdoch University launched its
first Master of Business Administration program
in Hong Kong with the first intake of 40 students
commencing their classes.
The study program consisted of eight modules
with a special focus on business development
in China.
During the course participants had three
study tours to mainland China, in particular
Guangzhou, Shanghai and Beijing.
The official graduation ceremony of both the
first and second intakes was held on the Perth
campus in March 1997.
Over time and since graduation, members of
the first intake maintain contact and meet up
almost every year.

First intake graduation 1996

To celebrate the lunar new year this year, as well
as the 20th anniversary of the first launch of the
Murdoch MBA program in Hong Kong, members
of the first intake gathered for dinner in April
2015.
Previously, Murdoch has signed sister university
agreements with a number of Chinese
universities, including Guangdong University of

Business Studies, Northwest University of Politics
and Law and Zhejiang University of Technology,
which helped to signify a commitment to
enhance and develop a broader Chinese
engagement strategy and to provide mutual
educational, cultural and economic benefit to
Murdoch, its partners and the wider community.

Murdoch University in Dubai:
from strength to strength
Murdoch University opened its Dubai campus
with local partner, Global Institute in 2008. By
the end of 2014, there were 320 undergraduate
students in IT, Commerce and Media, and 120
postgraduate students enrolled in MBA and
Master of Education courses.
After six years of growth and success, Murdoch
University Dubai is set to double the size of its
campus this year.
The University’s extended campus will add nine
state of the art smart classrooms and two high
capacity lecture theatres. These facilities will be
in addition to Murdoch Dubai’s world class TV
and radio studios, newsrooms and advanced
editing suites.
Murdoch University Dubai was established to
cater to the UAE’s growing demands in the
Business, IT, Education and Media industries. The
expanded campus will allow the university to

Dubai
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accommodate up to 1800 undergraduate and
postgraduate students at full capacity.
Established formally in April 2013, the Murdoch
University Dubai Alumni Chapter is the
newest chapter in a growing list of group and
contacts for alumni right around the globe.
The chapter hopes to host a range of events in
the coming months, in particular the Annual
Murdoch University Dubai Alumni Dinner, and
is particularly keen to encourage alumni to
participate in community engagement events
and professional development activities.
If you are an alumnus of any Murdoch University
campus and currently based in Dubai or the
United Arab Emirates, the new committee
would love to hear from you. You can connect
with them via their Facebook page - https://
www.facebook.com/pages/Murdoch-DubaiAlumni/

2005

2006

2006

2007

2007

Barbara Whelan elected
Guild President

Terry Budge
elected Chancellor

Gerry Georgatos elected
Guild President

Student enrolments
pass 15,000

Banksia Association
Scholarship established

Student Village – South Street campus 1997

Home away from home
FOR MANY STUDENTS WHO ATTEND OR
HAVE ATTENDED MURDOCH UNIVERSITY,
STARTING UNIVERSITY ALSO MEANS MOVING
AWAY FROM HOME AND LOVED ONES.
For many of these students, the Murdoch
University Village is their home away from
home; where they meet new friends and
begin the responsibility of living on their own.
For Tracey Bridges (BMarketing 2012, Media
2012) who hails from Zimbabwe, living in
the Village was a fantastic introduction to
Australia and to living with people from
different countries.
“I absolutely loved being exposed to the
different cultures through living with different
people. I have made some of the best friends
of my life from university and the village,”
she says.

“Being away from friends and family in a new
country and living on my own for the first
time at university is a big change to happen
all at once, and I believe that the people I
lived with were 100 per cent the reason I got
through it all with a smile on my face.”
For current student Sameera Afzaal, who is
doing a double major in Marketing and Public
Relations, living at Student Village was the
first time she had to be fully independent.
“The village was a good place to begin the ‘I
now have bills’ chapter of my life. I learnt an
intense amount about myself and survival in
new situations and experiences, for example
staying humble, not judging and not overtalking, which is a very important life skill,”
she says.

was really an opportunity to grow together
and learn from each other and our mistakes,
for example, never use a hair straightener
under a smoke alarm.”
Murdoch University Village is a three hectare
residential facility for students located on the
west side of the South Street campus. The
original part of the village was built in the
1980s, with a refurbishment and extension
taking place in 2009. The village now
provides accommodation for 814 residents,
with 50 to 60 per cent being international
students, in over 170 self-contained, selfcatering apartments. Over the years different
cohorts of village alumni have held reunions,
both back in Perth and in their home cities.
The village continues to provide a strong
bond between students and alumni.

“It was a good thing that many around me
were going through similar experiences so it

2007

2007

2007

2008

2008

IIID established with
Federal Government
grant of $19.5m

Reece Harley elected
Guild President

Learning Common opens

International Study Centre
opens in Dubai

Clare Middlemas elected
Guild President
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Murdoch

Memory
Rachael Kostusik
(nee McHardy)
BA Asian Studies 1997
I am back at Murdoch doing my Postgraduate
Diploma in Secondary Education to teach
drama, media and Japanese. I was a student
at Murdoch doing my BA 20 years ago and I
did an independent study contract with Serge
Tampalini as my supervisor, in which I got a HD,
to direct a naked mud-clad performance. It was
the first performance of its kind at Murdoch
and I don’t think there has been a Butoh
performance like it since it happened. It was
the seed that started my own performance
education business - a dance theatre company
Dark Morning Dance Theatre. Murdoch changed
my life.

Reece Harley, Guild President 2007

Reece Harley: a life in politics
REECE HARLEY (BMEDIA 2011),
COUNCILLOR FOR CITY OF PERTH,
WAS MURDOCH UNIVERSITY GUILD
PRESIDENT IN 2007. REECE SAYS
THAT THE EXPERIENCE HE GAINED
THROUGH HIS INVOLVEMENT WITH
THE GUILD, STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS
AND UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES AT
MURDOCH HAS STRONGLY SHAPED
WHO HE IS TODAY.
Recounting highlights from his time as Guild
President, two events in particular stand out
for Reece.
“Delivering a speech on behalf of the
student body at the launch of the new Guild
Tavern on Bush Court marked a significant
milestone for the guild and for the university
community,” he said.
“Launching the new 24-hour Library Learning
Common was another great event, and
represented a concerted effort on behalf of
the university to deliver more flexible and
student-centred services and facilities.”
He remembers the student population
as very diverse, many of them non-school
leavers who worked part-time and had other
responsibilities to manage alongside
their studies.
“The university and guild made concerted
efforts to better tailor our services and
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support to the lives of busy students, and we
prided ourselves on helping to bring about
more flexible learning options for the student
body,” said Reece.
One of the main issues faced by the guild in
2007 was the ability to adapt financially and
structurally to voluntary student unionism.
“The guild needed to get its finances in order,
and sell the financial, social and political
benefits of student association membership.
In 2007 the Murdoch Guild had what was I
believe the highest percentage of students
opting into membership of their student
association in WA and in other parts of
Australia,” he said.
Another important issue students became
actively involved in was raising awareness of
climate change.
“It‘s hard to imagine but back in 2007, the
human impact on climate was still a hotly
contested idea. Many Murdoch students led
campaigns aimed at educating Australia on
the challenges of climate change, and the
Guild Council was proud to host a national
conference of students focussed on this issue
during my tenure,” said Reece.

Reece Harley

Rachel Kostusik
then and now

B Communication 2011
Guild President 2007

2008

2009

2009

2009

2009

Mary Moore’s portrait
of Emeritus Professor
Geoffrey Bolton unveiled

Student Village
extensions open

Lotterywest donates $5m
to IIID

Murdoch awarded $20m
for National Centre of
Excellence in Desalination

Basha Stasak elected
Guild President

Malaysian Alumni Chapter: 15 years young
Murdoch University prides itself on its impressive
alumni of more than 2000 graduates who live
in Malaysia, many of whom studied in Kuala
Lumpur. In October 2010, KDU College Petaling
Jaya was awarded and upgraded to university
college status by the Ministry of Higher
Education, Malaysia, and is now known as KDU
University College.
After 20 years of productive partnership with
KDU University College, both Murdoch and KDU
have mutually ceased new enrolments into
Murdoch’s Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor
of Communication courses. Despite this, the
local alumni chapter continues to connect with
all Murdoch alumni in the region.
The Murdoch University Alumni Malaysian
Chapter began in 1998 when the first pro-tem
committee was formed and 2015 marks the
15th Anniversary of the formal constitution
of this active and vibrant chapter. Longtime President of the chapter, Adrian Ong
(BCommerce 1997) has helped initiate and
continue a wide variety of social and professional
events and activities.

President Adrian Ong (2nd from right, middle)
with the committee & Murdoch alumni 2015 Kuala Lumpur

“Personally, I think the chapter gives a sense
of fellowship where all Murdoch graduates
gather to share their experiences of Murdoch.
Socialising and networking together, we get to
discover things about Murdoch that some of us
might not know. I am a very proud graduate of
Murdoch; I love our alma mater very much and
I always look forward to hearing news about

Murdoch University’s achievements. I am always
pleased when I hear recognition being given to
Murdoch University by the world community.
Involvement in the chapter fosters friendship
among graduates and is a great platform to
share social, business and other opportunities
with each other,” he said.

Murdoch

Memory
Emma Spackman
(nee Regan)
B Economics 1995
I was a student at Murdoch from 1991
to 1994 and my greatest memory
is Orientation Camp in early 1991. I
remember Paul, our leader, a song ‘Cos I’m
Free’ and all the great orientation drills we
did. I highly recommend attending.

Orientation camp attendees 1991
Emma Spackman – 3rd from left, 4th row from top

2010

2010

2010

2010

2010

Vet Surgery Teaching
Building opens

Murdoch Business School and
MIT buildings completed

Alumni Annual
Appeal commences

Creepy artwork installed
in ECL courtyard

Brendon Stewart (Jan-March)/
Brodie Lewis (Apr–Dec) elected
Guild Presidents
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A passion
for social
justice
Current Guild President Raeesah Khan is
passionate about effective and inclusive
representation.
“I grew up in Jakarta in Indonesia and, as a child,
would accompany my mother when she visited
orphanages. She is an amazing woman who
has inspired my commitment to social justice.
I was the student Faculty Representative when
I was approached by Bec Thompson, the then
Guild President. Bec encouraged me to run for
Secretariat and I became General Secretary of
the guild in 2014, working closely with the new
Guild President, Roland Belford,” she said.

Raeesah Khan, Guild President 2015

The guild has a long history at Murdoch
University and Raeesah believes its strength lies
in its truly representational foundations.
“The strength of the guild is that it is run by
students for students, and always has been.
That’s what makes the guild so effective. It
always attracts passionate students who are
willing to give up their time for the greater
good. This year’s Student Council is a fantastic
group and every member has contributed so
much. It’s very much a team effort.”
Raeesah is keen to see continued robust
debate both at the institutional and national
student representative level around inclusivity
in representation. “As a woman of colour I
believe we need to ensure that minorities
and the historically disadvantaged have
true representation, autonomously and
democratically elected.” she said.

Double
Major
Degree

“I want to spend the rest of my term as
Guild President working actively on student
engagement and building a stronger
relationship with the university administration.”

Raeesah Khan
B Economics, B Marketing 2015
Guild President 2015

33

2011

2011

2011

2011

2011

Gary Martin appointed
interim Vice Chancellor

Launch of iVEC
Supercomputer

Distinguished Alumni
Awards commence

Richard Higgott appointed
Vice Chancellor

School of Engineering and
Energy building opens

Murdoch

Memory
Melanie Hawkes
B Asian Studies 2001
When I was a student at Murdoch in 1997 I
showed where there is a will there is always a way.
With the help of my teachers I fulfilled my dream
of spending a year in Japan as an exchange
student.

Melanie Hawkes

This was not expected of me because of my
physical disability. The staff at the equity office
made my four year degree possible. I couldn‘t
have done it without them. From getting books
in and out of my bag and having notes copied at
lectures to having books retrieved from the library
shelves and alternative exam arrangements, it
was all in a day‘s work for these staff but meant
so much to me. But the Japanese Studies
teachers lead by Mr Krishnan and Dr Sandra
Wilson went above and beyond their usual duties

to allow me to experience Japan as a student for
an incredible 10 months.
I need assistance with all aspects of daily living,
like toileting, showering, dressing, cooking, as
well as driving and shopping. Incredibly it all
came together with the help of so many people,
some volunteers from Himeji Dokkyo University.
My Japanese improved immensely but I also got
to experience their culture, like cherry blossom
viewing and wearing a kimono! I treasure my
memories of that year where I feel I grew from a
girl into a young woman. It enabled me to qualify
as an interpreter in 2008, another dream come
true. Thank you so much to all involved, it was
really appreciated!

Murdoch

Memory
Ann Jones
BA History (Hons) 2005, DPhil History 2011
When I was a student at Murdoch in 1998 I
was a 40 year old woman and had not been at
school since I was 15. I had been accepted at
university after completing a one week Equity
Access program – I was amazed and petrified
at the same time. On the first day of semester
I sat on my bed and cried and told my partner
that I couldn’t go, I was not clever enough, and
I would probably be the oldest person there.
How wrong could I be? There was a vibrant
mature-age community, a core group of whom
are still my best friends today. I had no idea what
subject to choose for my degree, but I quite
enjoyed historical novels so history won the day!

With the amazing support from the history
academics and tutors at Murdoch, especially Drs
Lenore Layman and Helen Brash, I obtained my
degree and was invited to do Honours. Amazing!
Towards the end of completing Honours, my
supervisor Helen Brash suggested I undertake
a PhD. I laughed at her, but we made a deal
that I would apply for a PhD scholarship and if I
received an offer, I would do a PhD, but if I did
not, my study years were over. Very surprisingly
to me, Murdoch University did offer a scholarship
so I began a PhD in 2005 and was awarded my
doctorate in 2011. Not a bad result for a matureage entrance student who left school in Year 10!

Ann Jones and Dr Helen Brash

2011

2011

2012

2012

2012

Brodie Lewis re-elected
Guild President

School of Chiropractic and
Sports Science building opens

Bec Thompson elected
Guild President

Fundraising campaign to
purchase Timothy Cook
painting launched

Student enrolments
surpass 20,000
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Murdoch

Memory
Cheryl Lee

B Mass Commmunication 2010
When I was a student at Murdoch from 20072010, to be honest, I didn’t think anything was
that great about Murdoch. Being an international
student from Singapore, I was missing home, my
friends, food... In fact, Murdoch at first glance was
flat, plain looking buildings, too much walking
from one building to another, less than impressive
food and facilities… But looking back, I realised
that the happiest moments were in the simplest
moments. Beneath that exterior, Murdoch was so
much more! I miss the Asian food van, the noisy
(and smelly) goats at the farm, having a kebab at
Bush Court when the sun’s out (which is pretty
much all the time because of Perth’s perfect
weather!), lounging at the Tav and getting a

Cheryl Lee

midweek drink, the Student Village pool that was
way too tiny, the lecture halls and tutorial rooms,
cramming in the library nearing assignment
deadlines … There were many little things as
well, I remember wondering how lecturers could
be so hyped up during 8am lectures, eager to
teach a bunch of sleepy undergrads… and the
need for early morning coffee (the best one is
at the library!). This isn’t much, but this is my
Murdoch memory, it wasn’t fireworks and there
wasn’t a single perfect moment, but they were
the best years of my life! I guess you could say it is
definitely Perth-fect for me! :D

Murdoch

Memory
Fadzilla Ersalle
MA Communication Management 2013
When I was an international student at Murdoch
in mid-2012, getting back into study mode
after being in the corporate world for more
than 10 years was difficult. Assignments were
challenging because I needed to read up on
tons of ‘very dry’ academic journals, get used to
the academic style of writing and make sure I
was not penalised for plagiarism.
Things got off to a slow start and my results
were not encouraging. I almost gave up during
the middle of the first semester but persevered
through encouragement from good friends
back home. After obtaining the final results of
my last assignment for the first semester, my
lecturer pointed out that the errors were mostly
due to incorrect essay structure after which I was
asked to seek help from Dr Steven Johnson who
gave me guidance on proper essay structure in
a short 10-minute meet up. Now if only I had
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sought help earlier but like they say, ‘better late
than never’.
Dr Johnson’s pointers proved useful and in the
summer, I surprised myself by attaining 4 HDs in
a 8-point core unit! Needless to say, I was elated
with by achievements and it motivated me to
work harder. I also made me believe that the
decision to leave everything behind in Singapore
to temporarily move to Perth was a wise one. I
am thankful for the short but sweet memories
I had at Murdoch; backed up by excellent
teaching staff, amazing friends and the warm
university culture. Thinking back, I would not
have traded pursuing my postgraduate studies
for anything else. The Murdoch memory has
kept me inspired to do greater things in life, but
if all else fails at least I have a Masters added to
my credentials.

Fadzilla Ersalle during her Murdoch days

2012

2013

2013

2013

2013

Federal Government awards
Murdoch $5m for student
participation in regions

Sir Walter Murdoch School of
Public Policy & International
Affairs opens

Alumni Annual Appeal
Scholarship established

David Flanagan
elected Chancellor

Dubai Alumni
Chapter established

Murdoch

Memories
More Murdoch Memory
competition entries

Annick Phan
B Media 2011
My Murdoch memory is my first University
Games in Melbourne (should I say lack of
memory). It was an amazing week of sport,
socialising and partying with students studying
all different fields at Murdoch and other
institutes around the country. Those weeks were
some of the best of my life and I made friends
that are still in my life to this very day. “MD
What?... MDU!”

I then went on to complete a BSc in Computer
Science, after which I was offered to do the
Honours degree. I chose instead to do a second
degree in BCommerce majoring in Accounting
and Management. The streams of lecturers
and tutors were all very helpful, ranging from
Australian to Indian and American giving valuable
input to not only the subject at hand but life
in general. From the gym to the cafeteria and
the societies I was actively participating in, I
must say the 4 ½ years I spent in Murdoch has
made a large contribution to the making of a
whole person – body, soul and spirit. With the
experiences gained from this wonderful place,
I then went on bravely to venture into business
providing financial and estate planning, serving
more than 400 clients. Now that I have three
children, Murdoch University definitely tops the
list in their choice of tertiary studies campuses.

Sue Cooper

Vanessa O’Brien

“Yes, I am a Murdoch Uni student and need
relevant information for an assignment.”

BA Community Development 2010

Yeok Chiew Teh

BA Community Development 2010

BSc Computer Science 1993, B Commerce 1994

I was a part-time distance-education Murdoch
University student on and off from the years
1996 until 2010. I live in rural Western Australia
and run a 6,700 hectare wheat & sheep farm
with my husband. I commenced my studies in
secondary education and having three young
children meant I was time-poor and could
manage only one unit per semester. My course
unit materials arrived by mail in a big package
and I read and studied at every opportunity.
Assignments were to be posted; taking almost a
week to arrive and I recall many nights, fighting
with my 9-dot printer, praying that the ink
wouldn’t run out, trying to print an assignment
in time to make the mail the next morning in
the hope that it would make the deadline. In
2006, with all three children at boarding school
in Perth, I decided to finally finish my Murdoch
studies. Things had changed. More courses were
available to those unable to attend campus
for whatever reason. Distance education was
now on-line and there was a wonderful and
supportive on-line community of people from all
over the world studying at Murdoch University.
I enjoyed my studies, attending lectures when
I went to Perth to pick up the children from
school for boarders’ long weekends and end
of term and I also appreciated the online social
networking and sharing of readings and ideas
with those studying the same units, or the wider
Murdoch online community if I wished. It was
very exciting enrolling for my final two units in
2009!

It was my first year at a university. I missed the
Orientation Week, and it’s the second week now,
trying to find my way around the not-too-huge
campus then. Being a first year student, I had
to choose one foundational course amongst
five that were given. Coming from overseas, I
thought Australia and its People was best for me
but alas, because I missed the orientation, the
only course left for me was Structure, Thought
and Reality (STAR). I apprehensively made my
way to the then main lecture hall. I could not
make out what the lecturer was talking about,
for it sounded really abstract, and given my not
so excellent standard of the English language, I
literally panicked and then later cried when we
were told that we had to write two 2,500 word
essays for the term. What? All the English I had
written was a 200 word essay in my life. Even
that, I found that hard. How am I going to ever
conjure up a 2,500 word essay?
I miserably walked to the admissions and
explained my predicament, and voila, I was
thankful that the kind and understanding officerin-charge could help to accommodate one more
person into Australia and its People. Phew! It
had a 1,500 word essay as the assignment, and
that was much more doable. With friends that
were helpful and also the English as the Second
Language class freely available at the campus, I
managed to complete the task and obtained a
Distinction in the final result!

(This story has been edited for space requirements)

BA History 1994, BA Security Terrorism &
Counterterrorism 2013, BA Asian Studies 2013
When I was a student at Murdoch University in
2010, I had enrolled in a unit, ‘Spies, Saboteurs
and Secret Agents.’ For an assignment, I chose
to do an essay on the assassination of Patrice
Lumumba. In the process of doing research,
I went to our local library. The following
conversation took place between the young
male librarian and myself:
“Would you have any information on
assassinations?”
His jaw dropped. “Assassinations?”
Hastily I explained, “Yes, political assassinations.”
“Political assassinations?” He was clearly disturbed.

I still can’t work out what scared him more: me
looking for assassination information OR being a uni
student. I was – and am – a 60+ year-old student! (I
am currently doing a Postgraduate course).

Ainslie Ward
BA Communications 2000
I look back on my Murdoch Uni days and
laugh at how we were. I started my BA
(Communications) in 1996, it was such an
adventure. I remember in first year never
missing the start of a film class, they were
always in the big lecture theatre near the
Student Guild on a Friday afternoon and we
could hear the band start warming up about
halfway through. We never saw an ending!
But that was ok because we could watch the
movie on video – remember video?! Studying
Radio was the most fun of all - Dr Gail Phillips
had just started as the course head and she was
amazing, she gave us so much confidence. We
were allowed to broadcast for extra credit and
we just loved it. Bless you Dr Phillips (and Kim Le
Souef and Johnny Mac) for that amazing access,
it was such a gift. We didn’t go anywhere
without recording gear and we would spend
hours editing, day and night. On reel to reel at
first, then cassette, and then minidisc, and then
the new, funky computer type editing programs
– we were in the technology age and keeping
up with all of the technologies made us creative
and adaptable and cool; it prepared us for the
world when we finally grew our wings and flew
off to new lives where now we really want an
Apple iPad to keep up with the world and be
an amazing participant in telling the stories of
our lives!

2013

2013

2014

2014

2014

Whitby Falls farm
lease signed

Bec Thompson re-elected
Guild President

Andrew Taggart appointed
Acting Vice Chancellor

Roland Belford elected
Guild President

Alumni Relations office moves opposite
the New Fiona Stanley Hospital
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Elizabeth McCardell

Sharlene Hayes

BA (Hons) Communication and Cultural Studies
1992, DPhil Sustainability and Technology Policy
2002

B Education (Early Childhood & Primary) 2013

Dr Michael Booth, my doctoral supervisor, and
I sometimes walked through the bush then
surrounding the university talking philosophy,
as we took in the warm rich earthy smells of
eucalypts, wildflowers, rocks, sticks and birds.
Michael was an extraordinary man with a
magnificent mind, a gentleness and exquisite
humour that made thinking about my PhD
thesis fun and challenging, and my own mind
zing with ideas. My success with the thesis was
incredibly enriched with these walks and these
talks. Wonderful stuff, that continues to
inspire me.

Melissa Merchant
BA Media Studies 2005, BA (Hons) English and
Creative Arts 2006, DPhil English & Comparative
Literature 2013
When I was a student at Murdoch in 2004, I was
lucky enough to take Children’s Theatre with
the wonderful Jenny de Reuck. We staged a
production titled Athena Emu at the Olympics
which involved characters that were animals
(koalas, kangaroos, foxes and so on). On the
day of our final dress rehearsal, with the entire
cast in costume and made up to look like these
various animals, the fire alarm for the Nexus
Theatre, The Kim Beazley Lecture Theatre and
the library went off. We all streamed out of
the theatre and into Bush Court, waiting for
the fire department to give us the all clear. It
took a while before we realised that we were
the subject of some serious staring – the law
students, who had been in the Beazley Lecture
Theatre, were a little perplexed by this gaggle of
loud theatre students in costume and makeup.
I can only imagine what the fire department
thought when they arrived!

I graduated with the friends I made in first
semester. The whole university experience has
been fabulous! And as a mature age student
these memories will be with me forever and so
too will my friends.
Thank you Murdoch.

Clive Snowden
MSc Telecommunications Management 2005,
MBA 2006
When I was a student at Murdoch in 2004, I
remember a lot of hard work as I was working
full time and studying at Masters level with a
half time study load. My fondest recollection
of Murdoch is the camaraderie of the students
and this was highlighted for me when the whole
class sang ‘happy birthday’ for me in class on my
50th birthday. There was even a cake brought
in by one of my fellow students. Events like this
made my time at Murdoch one of the most
memorable experiences of my life.

Michelle Thompson
B Digital Marketing & Media 2014
When I was a student at Murdoch in 2013 my
greatest memories are from participating in the
2011 and 2013 winter and summer uni games.
I made so many amazing friends and memories
of a lifetime!

Omar Alamdar

Cassie Houghton

BSc Information Technology 2010

B Psychology 2008
When I was a student at Murdoch in 2007 I
remember when the library opened their 24
hour computer lab, and we could go in there to
work on our (BPsych) thesis ANYTIME. And we
did. I was balancing part-time shift work and
full time study and remember working evening
shifts and going back to the library after work
until early hours of the morning! A group of us
did this many times throughout the year. It was
all worth it in the end, because the comments
on my thesis said that it was ‘a joy to read’.
Probably more of a joy to read, rather than
to write!
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When I was a student at Murdoch in Education
(graduated 2013) I was nervous and very low
in confidence. I had entered as a mature age
student and was not sure how I would fit in
with the school leavers. WELL… it wasn’t long
into my first semester and the circle of friends
I made was students 20 years younger than
myself. I was blown away with the friends and I
developed lasting friendships!

When I was a student at Murdoch in 2009…
becoming part of Murdoch IT to apply my skills
and hang out with Peter Cole.

Looking
forward
to fifty
Murdoch University has certainly come a long
way in the last forty years. The lead we have
taken in key research areas means we’re very
well placed to face the significant challenges
the next decade has in store.
Our links with Asia, particularly in the area
of food security, and our research-focus on
sustainable development and health futures
will become increasingly important and ensure
our relevance for many years to come.
A university is built on the success of its
students and graduates, and competition
for both local and overseas enrolments
has never been fiercer. After forty years
of uncompromising investment in quality
teaching and research, I am confident that we
will continue to attract the most committed
and talented students from our region and,
increasingly, from around the globe. What’s
more, our market-leading enabling programs
for both school leavers and mature-aged
students are providing pathways to university
learning for many more.
For tomorrow’s Murdoch University to thrive,
we need to grow and develop our facilities and
infrastructure, innovate through activity-led
learning, support staff development, mature
our services for broader international reach
and strengthen our position in the top 40
international universities in the world.
I hope you will join me on our important
journey, as we continue to grow Murdoch’s
reputation as an inspiring place of learning, that
will welcome free thinkers and nurture global
problem-solvers for generations to come.
Professor Andrew Taggart
Acting Vice Chancellor

2015

2015

Reconciliation Action
Plan launched

First Indigenous & Torres Raeesah Khan elected
Strait Islander alumni
Guild President
reunion held

2015

2015
Think Murdoch marketing
plan launched
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Welcome
to UniBank
Congratulations Murdoch University on your 40th Anniversary!
Unicredit has become UniBank* and we now offer a greater range of products and services
designed to make your money go further, including:
• Everyday Banking
• Visa payWave Credit card
• Visa payWave Debit card

• Home Loans
• Car Loans

• Personal Loans
• Improved internet banking

Visit our brand new website to find out more
unibank.com.au or 1800 864 864
*UniBank is a division of Teachers Mutual Bank Limited
Membership eligibility applies to join the bank. Membership is open to citizens or permanent residents of Australia who are current or retired employees, students and graduates of
Australian Universities, or family members of existing members of the Bank. Conditions of use – Accounts and access document and Fees and charges brochures are available online
or from any of our offices. You should read both of these documents before deciding to open accounts and access facilities issued by Teachers Mutual Bank. Any advice provided here
does not take into consideration your objectives, financial situation, or needs, which you should consider before acting on any recommendations. For further information call 13 12
21 or go to tmbank.com.au. Fees and charges and lending criteria apply. Consumer lending terms and conditions available online or from any of our offices. Credit Card terms and
conditions availble online or from any of our offices. Teachers Mutual Bank Limited ABN 30 087 650 459 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 238981 | 00903-MAR-UB-Murdoch-0815-A4
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