
 

 
Please note: This information is applicable for the remainder of 2020 and Semester 1 

2021. It is anticipated that some additional pre-approved programs will be added later in 

2020 for 2021 enrolments in all study periods. 

 

Introduction to MSP201 

This unit provides an opportunity for students to develop transferable career skills and increase their 

professional network through a real world learning experience over a minimum of 40 hours. 

Real world learning experiences do not have to be related to the student's chosen discipline and can 

include participation in: 

• A structured student program 

• A student competition 

• Community volunteering 

• An overseas experience. 

Some activities have been pre-approved; while others require you to submit details of the proposed 

activity and organisation through which the activity is conducted, for approval. 

You should choose a real world learning experience that enables you to meet the learning outcomes for 

the unit and complete the required assessment items. Additional information is available in the Murdoch 

University handbook. 

 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for MSP201, you will need to: 

• Be enrolled in an undergraduate degree 

• Have completed (or been given advanced standing for) a minimum of 24 credit points of your 

course. 

You are not able to self-enrol in MSP201. You are required to apply using the application link provided at 

the end of this document. If your application is approved, you will be enrolled in the unit for the teaching 

period you request. 

http://handbook.murdoch.edu.au/units/details/?unit=MSP201
http://handbook.murdoch.edu.au/units/details/?unit=MSP201


 

There are final dates for submission of applications for the remainder of 2020. Applications will not be 

accepted after the following date: 

• Summer Term (Sum) 9 November 

Applications for the 2021 Semester 1 and yearlong offerings are also open: 

• Semester 1 (S1) – 10 February 

• Yearlong (Y) – TBC 

 

Application Process 

There are two parts to the application process. 

1. You will need to first apply for the program, competition, conference or community volunteering 

activity in which you are interested 

2. Once you have organised the learning experience and a supervisor within your program or 

organisation, you will need to apply for MSP201 providing information about your real world 

learning experience, and evidence of your acceptance into the program, competition, conference or 

community volunteering. 

As part of the application process for MSP201, you are required to submit a professional plan, in which you 

will need to: 

• Describe the proposed real world learning experience 

• Demonstrate an awareness of the learning opportunities it will present 

• Create a personal learning plan with clear learning goals 

• Identify your personal challenges associated with the real world learning experience. 

 

Available Opportunities in MSP201 Real World Learning 

The unit MSP201 Real World Learning allows you to either apply with a pre-approved opportunity or 

submit your own community volunteering opportunity for approval. The following information outlines 

these pre-approved opportunities as well as criteria for community volunteering opportunities.  

In order to apply for enrolment in MSP201, you must have first secured the experience with the relevant 

provider. Each experience may involve an application process external to the unit that you will be required 

to carry out. If you require any assistance with an external application process, the Murdoch Careers 

Centre are able to provide resources and support. 

Once you have secured an experience that is pre-approved or meets the criteria for a community 

volunteering opportunity, you may proceed with:  

SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION FOR ENROLMENT IN MSP201. 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Careers-and-employment-centre/
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/Careers-and-employment-centre/
https://murdochlearn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9AXnhYASX3EI8kt


 

Pre-approved Programs 

Murdoch Student Emerging Leaders 

The Murdoch Student Emerging Leaders (MSEL) program is a semester-long leadership development 

program open to all students who have completed a minimum of one year of tertiary studies. MSEL 

program participants work in teams to lead projects for local not-for-profit organisations, as well as 

engaging in a number of personal and professional development opportunities. The program typically runs 

over each semester, with applications opening in the semester prior. You can express your interest in the 

MSEL program for 2021 now. 

 

Watch this Space – More pre-approved opportunities for 2021 are coming! 

Pre-approved Competitions 

The Big Idea 

The Big Idea is a social enterprise competition run by The Big Issue and open to university students across 

the country. Students are encouraged and supported to develop their own social enterprise idea that they 

will pitch to a panel of judges. 

Pre-approved International Experience 
 

The following opportunities are pre-approved for enrolment into MSP201. For further information 

regarding your eligibility to participate in these opportunities, please contact our Student Mobility Officer: 

Ms Jeannette Geesmann J.Geesmann@murdoch.edu.au. 

 

New Colombo Plan Future Chemist/Physicist International Summer Camp 

The Future Chemist/ Physicist International Summer Camp in China is a New Colombo Plan funded opportunity that 

was made available to students within the College of Science, Health Engineering ang Education, and is therefore 

restricted to students who have already secured this opportunity. If you are interested in participating in this 

program, please contact Senior Lecturer Dr Drew Parsons at D.Parsons@murdoch.edu.au.  

Hacker Exchange 

The Hacker Exchange is a start-ups and innovation program, offered San Francisco, Tel Aviv or Singapore. If you want 

to become an entrepreneur, check more information here.   

People and Friends 

People and Friends are a service provider for unique Experiential Learning Programs & Workshops, with programs in 

San Francisco, Berlin, Singapore and Hong Kong. Find out more here. 

International Volunteering 

Volunteer abroad to lend a hand! You can see all options here.   

  

https://www.murdochguild.com.au/msel/
https://www.murdochguild.com.au/msel/
https://www.murdochguild.com.au/msel/
http://thebigidea.org.au/
http://thebigidea.org.au/
mailto:J.Geesmann@murdoch.edu.au
mailto:D.Parsons@murdoch.edu.au
http://our.murdoch.edu.au/Student-life/Join-in/Overseas-study-opportunities/Short-term-Study-Abroad/
http://our.murdoch.edu.au/Student-life/Join-in/Overseas-study-opportunities/Short-term-Study-Abroad/
http://our.murdoch.edu.au/Student-life/Join-in/Overseas-study-opportunities/Short-term-Study-Abroad/


 

Peace Summit for Emerging Leaders  

The summit will gather 500 young leaders from different parts of the world, to empower young people and facilitate 

youth who are passionate about positive social change. Click here for more information. 

University Scholars Leadership Symposium 

The week-long program offers promising youth leaders from institutions of Higher Learning the necessary knowledge 

and skills which open up better opportunities for their growth and involvement in the future. Find more information 

here. 

 
Submit a Community Volunteering Opportunity for Approval 

If you have a volunteering activity for which you are seeking approval, you will need to provide details in 
your application for MSP201. The criteria that will be used for approval include: 

Is it volunteering? 

Community volunteering placements should be with a registered not-for-profit community organisation or 
government department/corporate organisation engaged in not-for-profit community activities. 

Is it a meaningful learning experience? 

You must demonstrate in your application how the experience will present you with a diverse range of 
learning opportunities to develop skills for your chosen career path. You can apply for approval for a 
current volunteering activity in which you are engaged, but you cannot claim hours you have already 
completed. 

Does it involve a minimum of 40 hours of volunteer activity? 

Community volunteering placements must involve a minimum of 40 hours of volunteer activity that satisfy 
the criteria of providing a meaningful learning experience. 

Is there a suitable host organisation? 

The host organisation must have the capability to offer a meaningful learning experience and there must 
not be any conflicts of interest. The host organisation will be asked to sign the standard Murdoch 
University Work Placement Business Agreement. 
 
If you have any questions about MSP201, suitable real world learning experiences, or the application 
process, please send an email to careerlearning@murdoch.edu.au  

 

https://www.facebook.com/humanitarianaffairsAsia/
http://www.humanitarianaffairs.org/usl-symposium
mailto:careerlearning@murdoch.edu.au
https://murdochlearn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9AXnhYASX3EI8kt

