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Lucy with owners Ali and Julian Buckland

Our Animal Ambassador Selection  
Committee was faced with a difficult task 
when asked to pick a winner from the  
many fabulous pets nominated to be our  
very first Animal Ambassador. 

However, after reading the lovely stories of 
beloved pets and peeking through gorgeous 
photos, a decision was made. 

It is with great pleasure that we introduce 
you to Lucy! 

Lucy, a two year old chocolate Labrador, was 
born with tricuspid dysplasia; although an 
uncommon congenital heart disease found in 
dogs and cats, it did not stop her from being 
incredibly funny, loving and warm-hearted. 

However, as a result of her condition, in 
September 2014, when she underwent 
a routine surgery complications were 
encountered. Aware of Lucy’s medical history, 
Lucy’s vet, Dr Paul Davey, was quick to 
respond to her hypovolemic response  
(a reaction developed when there isn’t 
enough blood circulating through the body), 
and ventricular tachycardia (a potentially life 
threatening disease of the heart that causes 
an abnormally fast heartbeat), and engaged 
the additional support available at the 
Murdoch Veterinary Hospital where she spent 
a week being treated in ICU. 

Thanks to the skill and care of her vet Dr Paul 
Davey from the Grantham Street Veterinary 
Clinic, and Murdoch Veterinary Hospital staff 
members Drs Melissa Claus, Fleur James and 
Jill Griffiths Lucy made a miraculous recovery. 

“Lucy has never let her condition affect her 
enthusiasm for life,” said Dr Davey “and I was 
very keen to ensure that she was given every 
chance to live as long as possible. She gave 
us a huge fright and after initially stabilising 
her in our practice, it was clear she needed 
the world class facilities at Murdoch to help 
her with multiple life threatening issues.  
I think she was probably attached to every 
one of their extensive equipment inventory 
over her stay – she was pretty sick. However, 
looking at her today it is nearly impossible to 
tell she is battling a serious heart disease. She 
is one of a kind”

Owners Ali and Julian Buckland were 
appreciative for the support Lucy received 
“We owe Lucy’s incredible recovery to the 
exceptional care and kindness she received 
from Dr Davey and the remarkable team at 
Murdoch. We are so grateful to have such 
special practitioners.”

Through the generous support of Studio 
Noah, Lucy received a complimentary  
Studio Noah pet photography session  
and photograph.

Studio Noah’s Brenda Mae really enjoyed 
meeting Lucy and her loving owners. 
“Lucy is such a happy girl, and finds joy in 
everything. It’s hard to remember she has 
such a serious heart condition, and she by no 
means lets it affect her love of life. We can 
learn so much from Lucy. You can see in the 
photographs how happy she is, and what a 
loving home she has.”

Continue to page 2

Introducing Animal Ambassador Lucy
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The positive effects of pets were well and 
truly on display during the lead-up to the 
end of year exams.

Murdoch University students studying in 
the Library took advantage of the chance 
to sooth exam stresses with the help of a 
friendly Kelpie cross named Rusty.

Seven year old Rusty and his owner Dr 
Teresa Collins from the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, spent several hours in the Murdoch 

Rusty the library dog

Continued from page 1...

Despite her new-found celebrity, Lucy remains grounded with her favourite toys being a light 
fitting and Ikea balls –she sleeps with a ball in her mouth!

Apart from regular cardiology follow ups at Murdoch, Lucy now leads a normal life doing her 
favourite things like playing chasey, giving kisses and socialising with the locals in Subiaco. 

Lucy’s owners were keen to offer her the best veterinary care but were also aware of the potential 
costs of unforseen vet bills. They took out pet insurance when Lucy was just a pup. This has 
allowed her to receive the best possible care without placing a substantial financial burden on  
her owners. 

Nominations for our next Animal Ambassador are now open; for more information contact the 
Veterinary Trust vettrust@murdoch.edu.au.

University Library in an effort to calm nerves 
and instil a positive atmosphere amongst 
Murdoch students as they studied. 

Interim Librarian Susan Ashcroft said “Having 
Rusty in the library was a big success and 
brought great joy to all those who made 
contact with him.” 

“Tensions were high as we entered the exam 
period so Rusty was a welcome relief for 
students and staff under considerable pressure.”

The visits were inspired by a successful dog 
therapy program at the Lillian Goldman 
Law Library at Yale University in the United 
States. “Evidence from the Yale program has 
shown that visits from therapy dogs resulted 
in increased happiness, calmness and overall 
emotional wellbeing,” said Susan.

Rusty’s owner Teresa, a senior lecturer in 
animal welfare and ethics, said she thought 
her visits with Rusty to the library had gone 
incredibly well.

“You could see the students and staff enjoy 
having the dog around their space,” she 
said. “Everywhere we’ve been in the library, 
people have wanted to engage with him. 
Dogs like Rusty really bring out the best  
in people.”

Cyndi Howlett, a second year conservation 
and wildlife biology student said she felt 
Rusty helped to de-stress everyone he met. 
“Going to meet him gives everyone a break 
and a welcome distraction from study for a 
little while,” she said.

Alex Corstorphan, a second year law student 
added: “I was not really sure what it would 
be like but now that I’ve met Rusty it’s really 
nice. There’s a bit more to it than just petting 
the dog. I was joking around with my friends 
saying Rusty kept coming back to us because 
he sensed that we were stressed!”

Teresa says that “Rusty wins everyone 
over and so do most well behaved dogs 
who are well looked after. Dogs provide 
unconditional love to their owners and also 
help people engage with each other which 
is a great thing. And a great help when we 
are stressed, especially at exam time. These 
days our students are under lots of pressure 
balancing work and study.”

If deemed a success by student poll, the 
program may be expanded in the future to 
include other therapy dogs and possibly the 
introduction of a Murdoch community dog 
who will make more regular visits to  
the library. 

SAVE  

THE DATE
Dog n Jog
Sunday 18 September 2016
8k run | 4k run | 4k walk

Rusty making new friends
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The amazing array of research and learning 
opportunities supported through Murdoch 
University’s relationship with Perth Zoo is just 
as varied as the Zoo animals themselves. This 
edition of the Vet Gazette showcases two areas 
of collaboration that are helping animals now 
and investigating mechanisms to safeguard 
their future.

Residency Program

The John Howell Zoo and Wildlife Medicine 
Residency Program is a collaborative initiative 
between Murdoch University and Perth Zoo 
that is supported by the Veterinary Trust. 
This three year full time residency program, 
based primarily at Perth Zoo, is available to 
experienced veterinarians who wish to pursue 
postgraduate training in the fields of zoo and 
wildlife medicine. 

The program was named in acknowledgement 
of the contribution to Perth Zoo and wildlife 
medicine by Emeritus Professor John Howell; 
a foundation professor of veterinary pathology 
at Murdoch University and one of the 
founding members of the Murdoch University 
Veterinary Trust.

Current John Howell Zoo and Wildlife 
Medicine Resident, Alisa Wallace, has focussed 
her research on the decline of the forest red-
tailed black cockatoo, a threatened species 
native to south-west Western Australia. 

The forest red-tailed black cockatoo faces 
several major threats including habitat loss, 
illegal shooting, competition for nest hollows, 
vehicle strikes and poaching. Psittacine beak 
and feather disease (PBFD) was recently 
identified as a new threat following the 
diagnosis of the first two cases in 2013.  

Partnering with the Zoo
PBFD is a viral disease that causes balding, 
feather distortion, beak deformities and 
immune suppression and is often fatal. This 
project is investigating the effects of PBFD as 
well as avian polyomavirus, another parrot 
virus that can complicate the PBFD infection. 

The project is also investigating the causes 
and long-term effects of raven attacks, which 
have increased in frequency over recent years 
and now account for approximately 25% of 
forest red-tailed black cockatoo admissions to 
the black cockatoo rehabilitation program.

Operating since 2004, the rehabilitation 
program for sick and injured black cockatoos 
has seen veterinary staff at Perth Zoo 
undertake initial health assessments of 
birds entering the program. This provides a 
valuable opportunity to undertake minimally 
invasive health research on wild birds. 

Final results of the project and 
recommendations will be made available to 
the Forest Black Cockatoo Recovery Team to 
assist with decision-making on how best to 
manage the disease issues investigated in 
this project, particularly the ongoing threat 
posed by invasive parrot species infected 
with PBFD. 

Specialist Veterinary Care

The connection between Murdoch University 
and Perth Zoo has also seen a couple unique 
pets brought into Murdoch Veterinary 
Hospital’s treatment rooms for specialist 
veterinary care. 

Perth Zoo’s reticulated python ‘Cuddles’  
and oblong turtle ‘Paris Hilton’ were not 
typical patients.

Cuddles, estimated to be 28 years old – 3 years 
older than the normal life expectancy for snakes 
of his kind – underwent a CT scan after he went 
off his food. Perth Zoo’s Senior Veterinarian, 
Simone Vitali said “although that’s not unusual 
for snakes in the cooler months, given he’s an 
elderly reticulated python and has lost a bit of 
weight and body condition, we wanted to get a 
better look at him.” 

With Cuddles measuring five meters long and 
weighing 46kg, Murdoch’s CT scanner was 
one of only three CT scanners in WA capable 
of accommodating such a client. The CT 
scanner, which provides a 360 degree x-ray 
of an animal’s body, is a high-tech diagnostic 
tool capable of accommodating large animals 
such as snakes, horses and livestock as well as 
smaller animals like cats and dogs. 

“We’re very grateful to Murdoch University for 
letting us use their CT scanner. This technology 
has allowed us to get a better insight into what 
might be going on with our aged python”  
said Simone.

Later in the year, Paris Hilton the oblong turtle 
was saved from a life threatening situation by 
Perth Zoo and Murdoch University veterinarians 
after a fish hook became embedded in the 
lining of her stomach. 

Final year student Nyssa Ross was lucky enough 
to be in the operating room and said “It was a 
great experience to see how the vets here apply 
the equipment and knowledge we use on dogs 
and cats, to a species that may be unfamiliar to 
them or that we see less often.” 

“I am interested in reptile medicine but have 
never used a Doppler to measure the heart 
rate of a turtle before, so that was quite a cool 
experience. I feel pretty confident in getting a 
heat rate of a turtle now.” 

With both procedures deemed a success, the 
unusual clients returned to their homes at Perth 
Zoo to be monitored by their keepers. 

For more information on zoo and wildlife 
medicine please contact the Veterinary Trust 
vettrust@murdoch.edu.au.

Cuddles undergoing a CT scan

Dr Alisa Wallace
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Gifts to the Murdoch University Veterinary Trust will improve the health and welfare of animals,  
today and in the future... 

Your donation can fund the next research breakthrough, prepare new 
veterinarians to deliver world-class care and provide equipment and 
expertise for the most difficult veterinary cases.

100% of every dollar given goes to key priorities in the School.

Please help us help animals.

Name .............................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Phone ............................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................

My donation amount ($) ................................................................

I’d like more information on:

 Leaving a gift in my will  Regular committed giving

Payment method:

 Visa  Master Card

Cardholder's Name .......................................................................

Signature ......................................................................................

Card Expiry Date   /   

Credit Card                 

Heat Stroke

In this hot weather our furry friends are 
susceptible to heat stroke because of their coats 
and inability to sweat. To help avoid this don’t 
ever leave your pet in the car, don’t exercise 
your pet in the middle of the day and make 
sure there is fresh water and shade available at 
all times. 

Signs of heatstroke are: excessive panting, 
bright pink gums, thick saliva, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, unsteadiness, collapse and seizures. 

If you think your pet may have heat stroke, 
immediately move your dog into a cooler area, 
place them in a cool bath, or wet down and 
put in front of a fan. Once cooled down take to 
the vet immediately.

Bee Stings

What to do if your pet is stung by a bee:

• find the sting and carefully remove it
• bathe the area with cool water, or apply a 

cool cloth
• keep your pet quiet and calm, this will help 

to decrease blood supply to the area
• monitor your pet closely
• seek veterinary advice

If you notice swelling to your pet’s face or 
neck, excessive salivation, trouble breathing, 
your pet seems uncomfortable, collapse or 
vomiting, they may be suffering an allergic 
reaction and should see your vet immediately. 

Dr Michael Lawley
Murdoch University Veterinary Hospital –  
General Practice

Tips to help your pets in summer

Can you help?
I’m delighted to welcome you to the  
first Vet Gazette for 2016. This year,  
our focus will be to raise funds to 
complete the Clinical Skills Centre, assist in 
funding vital research in support of animal 
health, to purchase new equipment and 
to work with the College to improve 
education programs.

Operating in the style of a student 
drop-in centre, the Clinical Skills Centre 
will enable students to have a hands-on 
and independent learning experience 
additional to their normal studies. 

Students will be able to practice their 
clinical skills using a range of equipment 
and models in a safe environment. 
The skills they will be able to practice 
will include biopsy, suture, bandaging, 
gowning up, anaesthetic set-up and mock 
surgery set-up. 

Having access to the Clinical Skills Centre 
will mean students will have better 
developed clinical skills for their final year 
clinical rotations and for application as 
they move out into practice. 

The centre’s room preparations are 
complete; the next stage of the project is 
the purchase of the equipment needed 
to make it fully operational. To do this we 
will be targeting raising the estimated cost 
of mannequins and equipment - $60,000. 

If you can help with donations towards 
this year’s goals, or are interested in 
joining the Committee and supporting our 
fundraising endeavours or you wish  
to know a little more about our priorities 
for 2016, please contact us at  
vettrust@murdoch.edu.au 

Steve Meerwald
Chair, Veterinary Trust Advisory Committee
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