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PREFACE

Accepting the award as Fulbright Senior Scholar to the University of Western
Australia, to "assist in the development of a School of Asian Studies", I
arrived in Perth on 12 March 1974c

At a meeting on 5 April of the Committee

on Asian Studies (a Standing Committee of the Professorial Board) of the .
University of Western Australia, I was given the charge:
RESOLVED - "

6

(i)

that the Committee on Asian Studies commission Professor
W. L. Thomas, Professor of Geography and Southeast Asian
• • Studies at California State University, Hayward,

.!

'California, currently Senior Scholar in. the Centre for
Asian Studies at the University of Western Australia .
-.;

under the 1974 Programme of the Australian-American
Educational Foundation, to prepare a report on the devel
opment of area and language studies in the Asian region
of this University, with special reference to;.

'

(a)

consideration, of

.,•

•

the manner in which existing resources for such,
studies are ucilised,

• ".:••'

the effectiveness of the present organisation,

the direction and purpose of the present programme;.
>

'•'••:..•.'.
(b) ' preparation of specific recommendations upon the
future development of such.studies in the University,
of Western Australia;

(ii)

••'••',•

that Professor Thomas be asked to present his report to

the Committee in two pares:
....'

'....'"'•"

.*• (a)

an interim report dealing mainly with the utilisation
of existing resources;

(b)

a final report which will include his recommendations'

"•'-'••

as to future development;

(iii)

that at least two special meetings of the Committee on
Asian Studies be held specifically to discuss the two

parts of Professor Thomas's report at convenient times
•before his departure in November 1974.".

••'

RESOLVED- "

(i)

that the Director of the Centre for Asian. Studies be

required to call such interim meetings of the Planning '
and Programme Subcommittee, and the Chairman such meetings
of the Finance and Staffing Subcommittee, as Professor
Thomas or any other member of the Committee may request;
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(ii)

that the Director be empowered to make accessible to.
Professor Thomas all materials ' and records of the Centre

for Asian Studies, and to seek on Professor Thomas's
behalf the full cooperation of the four contracting
Departments,"

In discussion of particular matters which I might investigate in preparing my
report, it was suggested that I pay special attention to the way in which,
existing Departments might make use of existing degree units and degree ••;••'•
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structures to-provide,composite Asian Studies in two or more disciplines, and
that I report on the different language needs of different disciplines.; It
was understood that, in conveying these suggestions to me, the Committee did. ,
not wish to bind me in any way in my commission. It was further suggested .
that, to be of most value, a report on the past and future development of. Asian
Studies in the University of-Western Australia should take into consideration

the place of such development in. the Australian academic, scene as a whole.
While undertaking .my investigations'at the University that led to my interimreport (5 July 1974) it soon became apparent that any recommendations that I
would make on'future developments of Asian Studies at the University needed .
to be placed, into a. national context. Consequently, the Australian-American
Educational Foundation, in Canberra, was.requested to fund a round-Australia
study: trip, that would, enable me'to visit all other Australian universities
to.learn from discussions with key administrators and scholars at each
institution of ..the content and administration of programmes of languages and. •'•
area studies related to Asia. . A .sum of.$900 was generously provided, and the'•"•
following itinerary took me to fifteen Australian universities'(all except •
the University of Tasmania).. The latter was missed only because, of: Scheduling
difficulties owing to the differing calendars of Australian Universities (i.e..,
their academic terms and semesters and vacation periods do not coincide):
Thursday

11 July

Murdoch University-

Monday

15 July

University of Adelaide

Tuesday.

16 July

Flinders University of South Australia

Wednesday

.17 July

Perth

.•'.Adelaide: '

.Australian-Asian Universities

Cooperation .Scheme

.

Thursday

18 July

University of Melbourne '.

Friday

19 July

La" Trobe University • • ."

Monday

22 July

Monash University

V23 July

Tuesday

Melbourne

;'

•

..:'.'•

24 July

.'.:. '"-..
••.•'.'•

Australian Department of Education> and

'25 July

26 July

Monday

• .29 July

Tuesday

30 July

Melbourne

Canberra

Australian National University, Research- ' Canberra .

••''•;•

Australian National University, School

'

•.."••

Canberra',

of General Studies

Friday

Melbourne'

• : '•'• •

•School of Pacific Studies
Thursday

"

•..•;. Melbourne '

National. Library .
Wednesday

.Adelaide

'..

University of Sydney . .;

. /.. .

r Sydney .

University of.New South Wales .
' Macquarie University

Sydney
•

Sydney'

Thursday .

1 August

University of Newcastle

Friday

2 August

University of ;New England

Armidale.

Monday

5 August

University .of Queensland

Brisbane

Tuesday

6 August

Wednesday
Thursday

7 August)

James Cook University of North

8 August)

Queensland

Friday
Saturday

9 August)
10 August)

Sunday

.11 August

'

.

Newcastle

.Griffith University.

••,:.'".".'

.;-. Brisbane.- .

North Aus'tralia'Rese'arch Unit' (NARU)
of ANU

Return to Perth

.

Townsville

,.•
. Darwin

••

iii

Before departing Perth I sent letters of introduction (indicating the day of
my visit, explaining its purpose, and enclosing a brief curriculum vitae) to

f^ff

98 persons on the administrative and academic staffs at these universities.
During my visits I met and had discussions with a total of 153 Asian scholars
and administrative officers. In addition, I previously had interviewed 39
persons at the University of Western Australia.
I herewith wish to express
my grateful appreciation to all those persons whom I had the opportunity to
meet and who extended to me their cordial hospitality and their views in
open and frank discussions about matters relating to instruction and research
about Asia. Without the wholehearted cooperation of those interviewed this
report would not have been possible. I trust that I have been an accurate

reporter;

as promised in my interviews, no attribution of remarks to specific

individuals has been made.

Further, it should be understood that conclusions

reached and judgments made are my own. The report on the University of
Tasmania is based upon analysis of Faculty Handbooks for that University.

William L. Thomas,

Professor of Geography and Southeast
Asian Studies,
California State University, Hayward,
California 94542, USA.

+

Fulbright Senior Scholar - 1974,
Centre for Asian Studies,

The University of Western Australia.

/5\
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INTRODUCTION

This report is organised on a university-by-university basis, with a

separate account listing the persons interviewed and the findings
resulting from these interviews provided for each institution.

Each

account is based upon one full day spent at each university (or two
half-days at James Cook).

The information being sought, about the

current status and future plans for instruction and research relating

to Asia, and the administration thereof, led to a "crossing-of-paths"
with the Working Party on Languages established in 1973 by the
Australian Universities Commission.

Mr A. M. Malloy of the AUC

Secretariat provided information about the Working Party's terms of
reference, membership, and activities.

Professor J. J. Auchmuty,

Vice-Chancellor and Principal, University of Newcastle, and a member

of the Working Party, generously provided data on Asian languages
that the Working Party had compiled.

This information has been the

basis of a closing section of the report, entitled "An Overview of

Asian Languages in Australia".

The Summary as well as the Conclusions

and Recommendations, however, are the sole responsibility of the author,
Appendix A sets forth a brief curriculum vitae for the information of

those interested in the author's qualifications for the task.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (Nedlands, WA, 6009)
Persons Interviewed

Administrative Staff

Professor A.J.F. Boyle, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Physics)
Mr G.A. Bartlett, Academic Secretary and Deputy to the Registrar

Mr A.W. Anderson, Director, Research Unit in University Education
Mr L.J. Jolley, University Librarian
Faculty of Agriculture

Professor C„A. Parker (Soil Science and Plant Nutrition)
Professor W.R. Stern (Agronomy)
Faculty of Arts

Professor J.P.O. Silberstein, Dean (Mathematics)

Professor R.M. Berndt (Anthropology)

Dr R.L. Rooksby (Anthropology - South India)
Dr D.J. Ryan (Anthropology)
Dr F.J. Murray (Anthropology - Philippines)
Mrs M.C. Hodgkin (Anthropology - Malaysia, Singapore)

Professor M.J. Webb (Geography - South India)
Professor H.E. Hallam (History)
Professor P.D. Reeves (History - North India, Pakistan)
Associate Professor L.R. Marchant (History - China)

Dr H.F. Owen (History - South India)

Dr M.J.E. Steven (History - European and Asian relations)
Dr C.H.H. Wake (History - Southeast Asia)
Dr Liu Yat-wing (History - China)
Mr Bo Willis, Executive Officer, Language Laboratory

Professor F.A. Callaway (Music)
Professor S.A. Grave (Philosophy)
Professor G„S. Reid (Politics)
Faculty of Economics and Commerce

Professor R.T„ Appleyard (Economics)
Professor B. Key (Japanese)
Associate Professor A.M. Kerr (Economic History - Southeast Asia)

Dr W. T. Frank (Economic History - Asia)
Dr R. N. Ghosh (Economics - India)

Mr K. G. Boston (Japanese)
Faculty of Education
Dr P. D. Tannock, Dean

Dr J. E. Smart (Education - Sociology of Education, Philippines)
Faculty of Law

Professor D. J. Payne, Chairman of Professorial Board
Faculty of Medicine

Professor W. B. Macdonald (Child Health - Southeast Asia)

Professor G. A. German (Psychiatry - Mauritius)
Dr M. P. Alpers (Microbiology - New Guinea)
Faculty of Science
Professor A. L. Blakers (Mathematics)
Department of Social Work

Associate Professor D. L. Jayasuria
Visiting Leverhulme Fellow
Professor M.

K.

Haldar

Findings

The University

of Western Australia was founded In 1911 as the sixth oldest

university in Australia.

For sixty-three years (through 1974) it has been

the only university in the State.
The two closest universities are in
Adelaide, 1300 miles to the east, and the third closest is the University of
Udayana, in Den Pasar, Bali, Indonesia.

Units of instruction (year-long courses) relating wholly to Asia are presented
in only four departments: Anthropology, Economics, Geography, and History.
Since 1971 Economics has included a Japanese section in the Department, with
its own Professor, that offers the only Asian language at the University.
These units, with their enrolments over the past four years (Source:
Preliminary Enrolment Statistics 1974, University of Western Australia), are:
Enrolments

In Anthropology (Faculties of Arts and Science)

1971

1972

1973

11

16

13

16

x

x

7

5

x

**

6

5

Anthropology 31 Asian Anthropology

(ethnology-comparative sociology of
South and Southeast Asia)

1974
(Prel.)

In Economics (Faculties of Economics and Commerce, and Arts)
Japanese 10

, ,

Japanese 11 Beginning Intensive Japanese

[2 units]
** In 1972, Japanese 20 and Japanese Studies 21

Enrolments

1971

1972

1974

1973

(Prel.)
Japanese 20 Intermediate Intensive Japanese ...

x

6

4

8

Japanese Society

x

58

105

86

Japanese Studies 20 Japanese Economic History . .

x

16

28

33

Japanese Studies 21 (no longer offered)

x

8

X

X

x

x

x

16

x

x

x

80

30

37

33

47

40

63

x

60

21

30

73

17

102

234

269

373

Japanese Studies 10 Institutions of Modern

In Geography (Faculty of Arts)

Geography 22 Geography of Asia
(offered for first time in 1974 by a Fulbright
Senior Scholar, not a regular academic staff
appointment)
In History (Faculty of Arts)

History 13 Modern East Asia
(principally China, but also including
Japan's modern development)

History 23 South Asian History
(India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Bangladesh)

History 24 Southeast Asia
(Burma to Indonesia, but not Philippines)
History 33 Confucian China and Its
Transformation

(half-unit - China from 1850 to 1919)
TOTAL ENROLMENTS

There is a clear pattern of generally rising enrolments in Asian Studies units
(but not in Japanese language), but this is a meagre showing for a campus of
10,095 students in 1974. All of the above courses have developed quite
independently, in accordance with curriculum developments in their respective
departments.

By regions of Asia there are for:
All of Asia:

one geography course on Southeast, South, and East Asia

South Asia:

one history course and one-half of an anthropology course

Southeast Asia:

one history course and one-half of an anthropology
course

China:

one-half history unit and two-thirds of a history course

Japan:

one-third of a history course and five Japanese and Japanese
Studies courses.

Japan is thus best represented in the curriculum, followed equally by South
and Southeast Asia, with China last.
Student enrolments indicate interest
in the sequence Japan, China, Southeast Asia, and South Asia last.
However,

in the production of a selected number of research scholars (Honours and
postgraduate degrees) the clear lead is on India as an area preference. The
degree Master of Japanese Studies is offered within the Faculty of Economics
and Commerce. Candidates must undertake one-year full-time study in Japan

which will include graduate instruction in Japanese as well as in the student's
major field of specialisation.

For some years the University's Reid Library has been acting on the concept
that the major research collection on Asia should be the South Asia collection,
and has attempted to acquire all English-language materials published since

1820. Two members of the library staff are bibliographically very competent
on South Asian matters:
one recently spent six months in the India Office
Library compiling a catalogue of prohibited publications, and the other is
completing a PhD degree on Indian history. With the coming of Professor Peter
Reeves (Modern History) the librarian has committed a very large sum to the
purchase of microfilms of newspapers and other documents, and the library
collections in the next few years will grow stronger and stronger on South
Asian materials.
As of July 1974, one-half of all monograph titles on Asia
(5,496 of 10,738) are on India. Southeast Asia is far distant with 2013,
then Japan with 1550, and China with 1227. The same regional sequence is
crue regarding periodical titles: South Asia 372, Southeast Asia 278, and
the Far East 240, and also Asian holdings on microform (microfilm and
microfiche). In addition, there are many boxes of manuscripts in the
Erulkar collection on Indian commerce, transport, and shipping that are not
yet in the library's catalogue. Works in Asian languages, however, are
very sparse indeed.
In 1974, the other units of instruction concerned significantly, but not
wholly, with Asia, are all within the Faculty of Arts, as follows:
Enrolments

1971

1972

1973

1974

Anthropology 10 Introduction to Anthropology ..... 418
(includes ethnographic material from South and
Southeast Asia)

387

471

551

x

x

x

21

19

17

30

27

1

1

4

4

History 12 The Rise of the West, c.1450-c.1900 .... 197
(includes interrelations of Europe and Asia)

275

207

183

x

15

19

24

37

67

98

79

Anthropology 23 Prehistoric Archaeology
(includes Asian connections with Australia)

. .

Geography 30 Regional Geography.
(includes, in third term, regional options
in South Asia or Southeast Asia)

Geography 32
(as for Geography 30 - offered in Faculty of
Economics and Commerce)

.

History 25 Maritime History.
(includes study of old China trade)

Politics 20 Comparative Politics
(includes reference to Communism in China)

. .

There are no Asian-related courses offered in agriculture, architecture, art,
botany, commerce, dance, demography, drama, economics, education, geology,
international relations, languages other than Japanese, law, linguistics,
literature, mass communication, medicine, music, philosophy, public adminis
tration, public health, religion, social psychology, sociology (except for
Japan in Japanese Studies 10), theatre, and zoology.
One concludes that the
University has only made a beginning in the infusion of Asian-oriented content
into its curriculum, despite the fact that teaching and research on aspects of
Asia (albeit British colonial history) began in the then Department of History
and Economics as far back as 1915.

A Centre for Asian Studies at the University was formally established in
August 1966.
It aims to coordinate the work of four constituent departments
(Anthropology, Economics, Geography, and History) and acts as an information
centre for other departments and individual scholars concerned with aspects

or parts of Asia, principally in the humanities and the social sciences with
emphasis upon contemporary Asiae The facilities of the Centre are located in
Shenton House and consist of two rooms:

an office-seminar room for its

Director (0.12 of a staff position) and an office for the full-time Secretary.

Policies and procedures of the Centre are established by a Committee on Asian
Studies, which is a Standing Committee of the Professorial Board of the
University.
This inter-Faculty Committee, as initially established in 1966,
was composed of the Heads of the four contracting departments:
Anthropology,
Economics, Geography, and History.
Since then almost all other senior
academic staff teaching or actively concerned with Asian Studies, in such

departments as Architecture, Education, Japanese Studies, Social Work, Politics,
as well as in the four contracting departments, plus the University Librarian,
have been (or are) members of the Committee, which now has expanded to 22 in
number.
The work of the Committee is facilitated by two subcommittees:
one
on Finance and Staffing, and the other on Programme and Planning.
The original
proposal (1966) stated that each of the Heads of the four contracting depart
ments would serve annually in rotation as Chairman of the Committee, but this
has not been followed since 1968. Two of the present department Heads have
not served as Chairman; rather, for three years (including 1974) the
Director of the Centre is elected Chairman of the Committee at every meeting
at which he is present, and carries out the duties of Chairman between
meetings.

The Centre publishes The Asia Bulletin annually (eleven issues since 1966),
to serve as a clearing-house of information and news of the development of
Asian Studies at the University as well as current activities elsewhere in

Asia and Australia. It also produces a series of mimeographed "Working
Papers in Asian Studies", prepared by both visiting scholars as well as the
University's academic staff. Also reprinted and distributed are some of the
published scholarly articles of its members. Since September 1971, the
international journal South Asia has been published by the University of
Western Australia Press for the South Asian Studies Association of Australia

and New Zealand.
A former Director of the Centre, Dr H. F. Owen, of the
Department of History, is the Editor, and he is provided support and
secretarial assistance by the Centre.
The Centre for Asian Studies acts as sponsor and coordinator of interdis
ciplinary lectures and seminars both by University staff and by visiting
scholars. Annually, over the past five years, it has supported the
nomination of Visiting Leverhulme Fellows from Asian institutions to this
University.
It is a meeting place for visitors and facilitates their
programme while in Perth.

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY (Murdoch, WA, 6153)
(Temporary accommodations: Noalimba Reception
Centre, Venus Street, Bateman,WA, 6153)
Persons Interviewed

THURSDAY ll JULY 1974

.

Professor Geoffrey C. Bolton, Pro Vice-Chancellor
Professor John D. Frodsham, Chairman, School of Human. Communication
Findings

Murdoch University opens its doors to 500-520 (EFT) students in March 1975,

as the second university in the Perth metropolitan area.

It will be

organised into seven (7) Faculties: Biological Sciences, Education;
Environmental Studies, Human. Communication, Physical Sciences', Social

inquiryi and (as its first professional faculty) Veterinary Science.

/

To

date, of the fourteen Foundation Professors, only three are in the
humanities-social sciences, all of the rest are in the physical-biological-

mathematical sciences.

The two Faculties that, from the outset,; will include

instruction about Asia will be Human Communication and Social Inquiry.

The University's brochure "Open for Learning" (p. 4) indicates that in 1975
the following Asian-related courses will be offered:
••

v

.
• •* •

....

•

:

.

• •

.

•

•

••

•.

.

Semester 1
Introduction to Southeast Asian Civilisation

.

•

introduction to East Asian Civilisation
Semester 2

r
>,. .

I (In both courses, first emphasis will be laid on acquiring
-x

fluency in conversation rather than on reading and writing)

The University calendar is organised by semesters; after orientation week,
each semester consists of thirteen weeks of teaching with one-week breaks
following four- or "five^week periods of instruction. In their second and
third years, students with the respective first-year prerequisite courses

can follow one of eighteen programmes, two of which are'Chinese Studies and
Southeast Asian Studies. Studies in these latter programmes will lead to
pass or honours degrees in Arts. The programmes are described as follows:
"Chinese Studies (p. 14)
The language course aims at. making the student fluent in Modern Standard
Chinese; He will be expected to reach a high level of conversational

ability and learn to read a wide variety of material - books, newspapers,
and journals - with speed and ease. By the end of the course, the pass
student should know some 2000 characters and some 9000 compounds.
Honours students will be expected to acquire a good grounding in Classical
Chinese and to undertake the study of the works of well-known modern
authors. The student is also expected to acquire a sound background in
the history, geography, economics and culture of China, past and present.
The courses given fall into the following main categories:
(1)

Chinese Language - conversation, translation, interpreting,
calligraphy, linguistics.

(2)

Traditional Chinese Civilisation - the study of Chinese history and
culture for the past four millennia, through a series of broad
survey courses combined with detailed study of certain periods.

eS*,'
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(3)

Modern China - the economicsi history, sociology and politics of
China from 1842 to the present day.

^

Given our rapidly developing relations with China and the critical

shortage of China experts, career opportunities abound in. commerce and

industry, the media\i the public service, Foreign Affairs and tertiary
educational institutions for graduates, of this programme."

."Southeast Asian Studies (p. 20)

This programme develops the courses introduced in Part 1.

It aims at

giving the student a thorough knowledge of Malay language and culture
in the general context of Southeast Asian society.

The language

'••*•/.

course is-intended to make the student fluent in modern arid classical
Malay, both spoken arid written. He will be expected to reach a high

^

level of conversational ability and to learn to read a wide variety of
material - books, newspapers and journals - with speed and ease.

He

is also expected to acquire a sound background in the history,
..geography., economics, politics and culture of Malaysia, past and present.
--.•••.••-

.

'.

.••-"'.•

,

•

•

.•

'•

•

i

•.•'•.'

^
.

^

Career opportunities exist in commerce and industry, school-teaching,
journalism, the public service, Foreign Affairs and tertiary educational

institutions for graduates of this programme."
In addition, several programmes are described to include Asian courses:

History (p. 15)
Courses introduced between 1976 and 1978 in Part II will aim to

familiarise students with four areas: Australia, Europe, United States,
and:
' • •' "

...••'

. .

"The history of neighbouring regions in the Indian Ocean basin,
specifically East and SOuth-East Asia, and East and South
Africa. Later courses may cover the Arab world."
World Literature (p. 20)

The programme, in dealing with "The Novel",, will cover the development
of the novel in China, Japan, and Europe: the aristocratic novel in
Heian Japan... On "World Drama" there will be included the Japanese .

Theatre - No and Kabuki, and the rise and development of Chinese TheatreAnother course will be in East Asian literature.

-

•ess
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UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE (Adelaide, SA, 5001)

MONDAY 15 JULY 1974

Persons Interviewed

Mr B. B. Worrall (Economics), Chairman, Committee on Asian Studies

Dr Peter Burns (History - Malaysia and Vietnam)
Dr Stephen Large (History - Japan)
Dr Peter Mayer (Politics - South Asia)

Dr Piet van den Dungen (History - Punjab)
Findings
A Centre for Asian Studies and a Committee on Asian Studies was established

at the end of the 1973 academic year0

The Committee is a sub-committee of

the Faculty of Arts, created to act as a de facto department.
It is composed
of all academic staff in the social science fields (anthropology-1,
economics-2, geography-1, history-5, politics-3) who teach units on Asia or

a major portion thereof, and is headed by an economist (a non-Asianist) who
happened to be the Economics Department representative on the Faculty of Arts
Board and who was willing, to serve as the Committee's first chairman in
preparing submissions for units, funds, and staffing. Only two of the
Asianists are full Professors. An interdisciplinary unit, "Asian
Development II" (an interdisciplinary subject surveying the historical back
ground to, and nature of, contemporary political and economic institutions
and issues in the three major regions of Asia: East, South, and Southeast
Asia - two lectures and one tutorial per week throughout the year) is being
offered by eight (8) staff to seventeen (17) students for the first time in
1974. All other Asian units are offered in their respective departments:
geography, history, politics, music. Anthropology is a new department
offering only first-year units in 1974, but will expand in future years to
include Asian units.
The Centre for Asian Studies has no facilities, space,
director, or clerical staff in 1974. The Chairman of the Committee has no
additional emolument or release from full-time teaching in his department.

However, the Centre is currently filling two staff positions (Lecturers)
for 1975 for the teaching of Chinese (Mandarin); these positions will be
under the Centre rather than any existing department. As a result of the
University's commitment of its own funds for Chinese, the Australian
Department of Education (Asian Studies Coordinating Committee) announced in
early July that it was allocating funds (until the next triennium) for two
staff positions in Japanese (these positions also will be under the Centre for
Asian Studies). The instruction in Chinese and Japanese language will be
intensive (7 to 10 hours per week) with the purpose of serving as an adjunct
to the social sciences. The Committee is agreed not to create separate language
and literature departments for these languages. The Centre also is permitted
to request and add staff in other disciplines if it so chooses and can justify
the positions to the University's Staffing Committee.
Three factors at Adelaide have combined to create this substantial early
beginning for Asian Studies:

(1)

A Vice-Chancellor who is reported to be personally interested in
Chinese Studies and who initiated a memorandum inquiring of departments
of their Asian interests;

(2)

A newly instituted form of departmental administration, in which
Professors are no longer the appointed heads. In 1973, a change
was approved whereby all full-time tenurable members of staff serve
as a departmental management committee, which, in turn, elects one
of its tenured members as departmental chairman for a three-year term
(renewable at the approval of the staff);
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(3)

Good relations with their Asian counterparts at the neighbouring
Flinders University (which began as a fledgling branch campus of the
University of Adelaide), hence:
(a.)

transfer credit between the two universities already is established
for students in foreign languages.
For example, Adelaide offers
French, German, Greek and Latin, whereas Flinders offers Italian
and Spanish.

Adelaide will now add Chinese and Japanese, Flinders

will introduce Indonesian/Malay;
(b)

a bus service from downtown Adelaide to the Flinders campus already
exists for students to move between campuses (or if student numbers
increase, then individual language staff might move from one campus
to the other). The intent is to enable any student to enrol in the
language of his choice.
In the secondary schools of South Australia,
28 offer Indonesian/Malay; 6 offer Japanese, and 1 offers Chinese.

Some unresolved problems remain:

(1)

The Centre has library funds to purchase materials in Chinese and Japanese
languages, but the library has no bibliographer or cataloguer to acquire
and process such material;

(2)

No decision has yet been made on the method of rewarding non-Professorial
staff for assuming the administrative tasks of a departmental chairman
(some combination of added salary, acceleration toward study leave, extra
research and/or clerical assistance, reduction of teaching load, etc.).

At present no undergraduate or graduate degree programmes in Asian Studies are
offered. The University has been designated for non-growth, yet has succeeded
in implementing new programmes in both Asian languages and in Anthropology.
The emphasis, at this stage, clearly is on undergraduate instruction, to
include honours seminars, and not on postgraduate courses for advanced degrees.
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THE FLINDERS UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

TUESDAY 16JULY 1974

(Bedford Park, SA, 5042)
Persons Interviewed

Professor F.M. McCaskill (Geography), Chairman, School of Social
Sciences

Dr. H.S. Leng (Politics - Malaysia, Southeast Asia), Director, Asian
Studies Programme

Dr. A.M. Maude (Geography - Southeast Asia)
Dr. W. Brugger (Politics - China)

Dr. L. Brennan (History - India)
Findings

At its founding in 1963 this institution was known as the University of
Adelaide at Bedford Park, and became independent only in 1966.

The three

years of close association with the older and larger university "downtown"
has paid dividends: for example, students may transfer course credits in
language courses from one university to the other. And there is close
liaison between staff members: for example, the applications of the 120

candidates for the two staff positions in Chinese at the University of
Adelaide were in Dr. Brugger's office for his review and recommendation
regarding selection for appointment.

Flinders University is organised by Schools and is not departmentalised, in
contrast to the traditional organisation of older universities in which
highly autonomous academic departments are grouped into faculties. Further,
staff recruitment at Flinders emphasises interdisciplinary interests, hence
interdisciplinary units and programmes (e.g., American Studies, Asian
Studies) are significant facets of the university's "image". The Asian
Studies programme leads to a Bachelor of Arts degree and is administered as
if it were a single discipline.

In academic content, however, it is inter

disciplinary, concentrating on the study of Asia and consisting of courses
drawn from the various social science disciplines (history, politics,
economics, geography), plus a half-course on Oriental Philosophy in the
School of Humanities.
There is a post-graduate programme by thesis in
Asian Studies.

The Asian Studies Committee consists of all staff who teach courses on Asia;

the Committee coordinates the development of Asian Studies, and elects its
own Chairman who also serves as Director (coordinator) of the programme.

Five staff members (politics, history-2, economics, geography) have Southeast
Asian, principally Indonesia/Malaysia, interests; two historians focus on
South Asia, and one on politics of contemporary China: there are also a
development sociologist and a philosopher who teaches a course on Oriental
philosophy. The predominant focus thus is on contemporary development in
Southeast Asia. In consequence, the Committee has requested a lecturer
position in Indonesian/Malay language for 1975 or 1976, to be assigned to
Asian Studies within the School of Social Sciences in order to provide
intensive language instruction as a service to the Asian Studies programme.

A student in his first year at Flinders selects three courses. At the end
of the first year he chooses two of these three disciplines, along with an
appropriate cognate subject for study during the second and third year.
Asian Studies is offered at second and third year levels only, hence a minimum
of one social science discipline in first year is a prerequisite. Asian

Studies II consists of two half-courses: Development Geography, and Modern
History of Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and the Philippines.
Special
interdisciplinary seminars are organized in Asian Studies which attempt to
integrate the perspectives and subject matter covered in the two halfcourses.

Asian
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Studies III is a year-long course on Political and Economic Development in
Southeast Asia, which draws upon two half-courses in Politics and in Economics.
Asian Studies IV is a series of seminars on specialised topics (e.g., Elites
in Southeast Asia, Urbanisation and Development in Southeast Asia) offered in
the respective disciplines.
Assets of the Asian Studies programme at Flinders University are that:

(1)

Asian Studies is not a separate academic or administrative organisation,
since it is internal to the School of Social Sciences;

(2)

All instructional units are taught by staff of the respective disciplines,
and hence these disciplines (not Asian Studies) receive the credit for
student enrolments.

Thus, as Asian Studies grows, the disciplines

benefit according to the corresponding input of the disciplines' academic
staff. The Asian Studies programme recognizes that area expertise cannot
be divorced from one or more of the traditional academic disciplines;
(3)

Regional priorities in Asia are established: first, Southeast Asia;
second, East Asia in collaboration with the University of Adelaide; and
third, South Asia;

(4)

The programme is "home grown" from the University's own resources, not
implanted as a result of external funding.

Weaknesses of the programme include:

(1)

The programme does not have ex officio representation on the Standing
Appointments Committee of the School.

(2)

Since Asian Studies units at present are offered only at second - and
third - year levels, consideration will need to be given to the first-

year needs of entering students who have had Indonesian/Malay in second
ary school and wish to continue with it without a lapse of one year.

(Reportedly, 844 secondary school students in South Australia were enroled
in Indonesian/Malay in 1972.) It is envisaged that when Indonesian/Malay
is available it will be offered both at the first and upper-year levels.

(3)

The disciplines of anthropology, comparative religion, and the arts
(music, art, architecture, dance, drama) are not yet represented on the
academic

staff.
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AUSTRALIAN-ASIAN UNIVERSITIES' CO-OPERATION

WEDNESDAY 17 JULY 1974

SCHEME (143 Barry Street, Parkville, Vic, 3052)
Person Interviewed

Emeritus Professor H.C. Forster (Agriculture), Academic Director
Findings

The Australian-Asian Universities' Co-operation Scheme (AAUCS) is one of
Australia's foreign aid programmes in higher education. Guided by a Stand

ing Committee, which is a sub-committee of the Australian Vice-Chancellors'
Committee (AVCC), the AAUCS is a scheme of collective cooperation between
Australian universities and those in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore,

principally but not necessarily exclusively directed towards research
and the training of staff in the fields of agriculture (food production)
and population. (In 1969 this was expanded to embrace food technology,
forestry, agricultural economics, and English.) The Department of Foreign
Affairs provides the administration of finance. The Executive Officer of
the AAUCS is Mr T.R. Cowell (Churchill House, Canberra); there are academic
liaison officers at each Australian university (for WA this was Professor
J.P. Quirk, Soil Science, but he recently resigned to become Director of
the Waite Institute of Agriculture in Adelaide).

The greatest effort has been devoted to Indonesia, principally on staff
training in the plant and animal sciences at three universities:

University of Hasanuddin (At Ujung Pandang, Sulawesi)
University of Udayana (At Den Pasar, Bali)
University of Brawijaya (At Malang, East Java).
In Malaysia, cooperation has been with the new Agricultural University at
Serdang (Professor Stern of the Institute of Agriculture at WA has part
icipated in this programme), to advise on faculty organisation, curricula,
and staff training. In Singapore, assistance has been rendered to Nanyang
University (i.e., staff training and the purchase of research equipment
fcr the Department of Biology, and the establishment of an undergraduate
programme in Australian Studies).
Various types of aid are provided:

Monash University manages a Technical Sciences Training Unit for the
maintenance of laboratory materials and equipment for agricultural
course work at the three universities in Indonesia;

La Trobe University supervises the supply of Australian journals and
textbooks to associated universities in Indonesia and Malaysia;
The University of Sydney is organising a programme of training Indon
esian staff in Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) at the
three associated universities in Indonesia.

Several intensive training or "short courses" are organised and given
each year to further the research and teaching capacities of staff
in both Indonesia and Malaysia, each involving four to six Australian
academic staff who conduct the courses, attended by from fifteen to
thirty participants in the host countries:

Follow-up research in Indonesia by Indonesians is an integral part of
short-course training in Indonesia. Each course is complemented by a
three-year research programme conducted by Indonesians following their
training course; the AAUCS meets the costs of equipment and return
visits to Indonesia by members of Australian teams who conducted the
courses, for supervision and review of the research by Indonesians.
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Fellowships for Australian academics are provided at associated universities
for one to two academic years. They participate in postgraduate training by
assisting in course development, helping establish research projects,
advising on equipment and textbooks, and collaborating in the selection of
fellows. A number of postgraduate fellowships at Australian universities
are available each year to staff from overseas universities for degree,
diploma, and refresher study. Candidates for Indonesian degrees may be

/**

enroled at Australian universities to further their studies, gain experience

m

in research techniques, and obtain assistance in designing and conducting
their research projects.

Annual budget is about $260,000 for 1973-74.
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE (Parkville, Vic, 3052)

THURSDAY 18 JULY 1974

Persons Interviewed

A full day's schedule was arranged by the Secretary to the Dean of the
Faculty of Arts:

Professor R. F. Jackson, Chairman, Department of French
Professor H. F. Simon (Oriental Studies - Chinese), Chairman,
Department of East and Southeast Asian Studies
Dr J. A. Thompson, Acting Chairman, Department of Middle Eastern Studies
Dr S. T. Leong (China), Department of History

Mr J. P. Sarumpaet (Indonesian), Department of East and Southeast Asian
Studies

Mr W. B. Effington (Japanese), Department of East and Southeast Asian
Studies

Mr E. A. Huck (China), Department of Political Science
Mr S. N. Ray (India), Chairman, Department of Indian Studies

Mr G. J. Missen (Malaysia, Indonesia), Department of Geography
Findings

Language and area studies at Melbourne have been created in a variety of
patterns:

1.

Semitic Studies began in 1945 as a purely language department, with

some backing for a year or so by the city's Jewish community, then was
broadened in 1960 to include other disciplinary subjects related to the
Middle East, and in 1966 the department's name was changed to Middle
Eastern Studies. Languages offered (to fourth-year level) are Arabic,
Hebrew, and Syriac

From time to time Aramaic and Akkadian are

offered.

2.

Indonesian Studies was founded in 1958 with the encouragement and help
of the Commonwealth Government. Each of its courses (to combined

Honours level) includes two types of study:

language and literature,

and area study of historical, political social, and economic problems
and structures in present-day Indonesia. Indonesian and Malayan Studies
became part of the Department of East and Southeast Asian Studies in 1971.
3.

Oriental Studies was established in 1961 thanks to a generous grant by
the Myer Foundation, to offer courses in Chinese and Japanese language
and literature. The two departments of Indonesian and of Oriental

"

Studies were amalgamated in 1971. Medieval/Modern Chinese (Mandarin)
is offered to Honours level and Japanese to Pass (third-year) level.
4.

Indian Studies began in 1963 and remains a separate department that
includes other disciplinary subjects related to India. The only language
offered is first-year Bengali. Emphasis is upon the study of modern
India.

Thus two departments, Middle Eastern Studies and Indian Studies, plus the

Indonesian/Malayan section of East and Southeast Asian Studies, operate on the
language and area model.

However, the Chinese and Japanese sections of East
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and Southeast Asian Studies, owing to the intensive instruction in their

languages, are purely language and literature programmes.

The Centre of East

«»

Asian Studies is an interdepartmental organisation, administered by the
Professor of Oriental Studies, with representation from History and Political

Science. It offers a one-year course entitled "East Asian Studies I" which
is a survey of the history of China and Japan and of political institutions and
problems in the two countries together with lectures on Chinese thought. This
course may be taken by students in any Faculty and can be part of majors in
History, Political Science, or East and Southeast Asian Studies.

<*>

Only a few other courses wholly of Asian content are given in disciplinary
departments:

History 2J or 3J is a second or third year course in East Asian History

«*>

(East Asian Studies I is a prerequisite)
Economic Geography (Part 2A) is a comparative study of selected Asian
countries

Economic History C treats economic development of Japan, China, and India

^

Political Science 2 and 3 each consist of two elective half-courses, to
include:

Indian Politics and Society
Chinese Politics and Society

Communist Political Theory

Melbourne does not have Departments of Anthropology or of Sociology.
on Asia are offered in Fine Arts, Geography, Music, or Philosophy.

No courses
**•

Commenced in 1974 a number of new year-long courses are offered in interdisci
plinary studies for Honours and MA students. One of the three such courses
is entitled "Interdepartmental Programme in Religious Studies", and is open to
students who have completed at least one undergraduate course bearing upon
some aspect of religious studies. Staff participating in this course are from
the Departments of Philosophy, Psychology, Middle Eastern Studies, History,

m

Indian Studies, East and Southeast Asian Studies, Fine Arts, and Germanic
Studies. Discussion in 1974 centres on the concept of religious experience in
its various aspects - psychological, sociological, historical, philosophical,
etc - as illustrated in the major world religions.

The Language Centre provides the language laboratory facilities for a wide
range of courses offered by various Arts Departments. In addition to its
Director it has a staff of one senior lecturer and three lecturers and has its

own teaching programme in Linguistics (1 and 2) and reading courses in French
and German, and Science French, Science German, Science Russian for honours
and postgraduate students, plus a special programme in Efficient English for
overseas students.

^

Facilities for self-tuition in a variety of languages are

offered, both "in term" and during vacation periods.
The Library has a separate East Asian collection.

It was begun with materials

in modern Chinese, and Japanese materials have since been added. A Japanese
librarian seconded from the National Diet Library assisted the early development.

^

University Self-appraisal of Asian Studies

In 1973 the Standing Committee of Heads of Departments of the Faculty of Arts,
appointed a subcommittee on Asian Studies (headed by Professor Jackson) to
make a comprehensive assessment of the whole field of Asian Studies and to
try to formulate policies and priorities to guide its future activities. This

^
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resulted in a 41-page report, containing recommendations for future action,
that was submitted during third term 1973, and is currently under consideration.
Professor Jackson gave me a copy of the report and requested that I comment,
in writing, to him about it.

In summary the conclusions and recommendations were (by paragraphs of the
report):

2.3.1 "...The University's present range of Asian activities probably
represent the minimum for a Faculty of the size and structure of
ours..."

2.3.2
/$\

"Chinese and Indian Studies...should have particularly high priority".
Other Melbourne Universities offer no Indian languages; Monash has
Chinese but does not plan more than a two-year Pass course.

2.3.3

Monash is strong in undergraduate teaching of Indonesian languages

and literature and in postgraduate research through its Centre for
Southeast Asian Studies. However, Melbourne's course integrates
language and area studies. The Committee recommended "to maintain
the activity at least to the present level, and further development

to be conditional upon a clear growth of student demand".

2.3.4

"...there was a case for maintaining the present offering of a Pass
major, though not for developing to Honours level."

2.4.3

Upgrade the present part-time tutor in Indonesian to full-time.

2.4.4

Seek financial support from the Japanese Government for provision of
a Lektor from Japan at senior tutor level.

2.4.5

Add a half-time tutor to the present one full-time for East Asian

/f\

"*

Studies I.

^

2.5.1

Present commitments in Indian Studies are for area study to Combined
Honours level and teaching one year of Bengali.

2.5.2

Reintroduction of Bengali 2 in 1974 and Bengali 3 in 1975 was not
justified by student enrolments in Bengali 1 (9 students in 1972 and
7 students in 1973). The Indian Studies Department should assist
the Language Centre in mounting ad hoc courses using taped materials.
"...Experimental courses in Hindi, or at least a Summer School, should

be mounted, to test and stimulate present demand", and make them
available on a paying basis to the public as well as to students from

i>\

other Melbourne universities.

2.6

The Committee drew attention to two problems:

(a)

Staff and students in area studies need to be brought into close
cooperative contact and interaction with people working in the
same discipline in other departments;

(b)

A Faculty policy was needed on filling positions in departments
such as History and Political Science where the study of Asia
represented only a small component of the total teaching activity.

2.7

•^\

•"^\

The AUC had recommended approval of a part-time three-year course in
Chinese and a part-time three-year course in Indonesian Language and
Civilisation, with the sums of $19,300 and $23,873, respectively, for
the period from 1 October 1974 to 31 December 1975, with regular
recurrent support based upon EFTS guaranteed at least for the next
triennium. This will be of direct benefit to secondary teachers and
teachers in training, and reinforce Asian Studies in the University.
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4.1.1

"...in the next triennium at the latest Faculty should attempt, within
the limits set by its financial resources, to promote stronger under
graduate interest in our whole range of Asian Studies...by the direct
means of new-style programmes for undergraduates and at a later stage
for postgraduate students."

4.1.2

"...desirable that East Asian Studies 1 be supplemented by other grade 1

course offerings specifically designed to create an interest in Asia."
(The study of processes and problems close to us in time, e.g., a
coordinating principle such as nationalism or modernisation relating

to 20th-century experience.)
4.1.3

Introduce some new interdisciplinary programmes at second and thirdyear levels (for example, the place of Islam relating to South and
Southeast Asia and the relevance of Arabic as an ancillary subject,
rather than seeing these subjects as only relating to Middle Eastern

Studies). Diversifying existing courses in Asian history and politics
(for example, an integrated course leading to a full major in Chinese
history combined with a sub-major in Chinese language-literature).
4.14

"...any substantial increase in undergraduate interest in Asia cannot
stem from development in the language-literature area alone and that,
even for committed language students, EAS 1 and the socio-cultural
element of the Indian Studies courses may in many cases not provide
adequate background or an adequate bridge to their other academic
experiences."
In consequence, the Committee recommends, as a matter of urgency:

(1)

changes to the BA course structure to enable the student, who
discovers in second year that he needs an Asian language, to read
that language as part of his first degree and then doing more of
it at postgraduate level. (There is also need to have students
seeking postgraduate diplomas made eligible for government
grants);

(2)

4.2

trying ad hoc courses, in languages not currently offered, mounted
jointly by the language departments and the Language Centre. This
would meet important needs, test and even stimulate demand, and
provide evidence to justify full academic language offerings. Such
ad hoc courses should be for credit, hence there is an urgent need
for a liberalisation of the degree structure.

A Coordinating Committee for Asian Studies is recommended.

(No further

amalgamation of Asian departments is favoured; the Coordinating
Committee might develop into a Centre, but is not to be set us as a new
department.)"

Finally, it should be noted that there exists an expectancy of change at Melbourne.
This year there was accepted, to begin in 1975, the concept that Department
Chairmen are to be elected for three years, and no longer appointed. Also every
department will have a staff-student management committee.
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LA TROBE UNIVERSITY (Bundoora, Vic, 3083)

FRIDAY 19 JULY 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor J. S. Gregory (modern China), Chairman, Department of History
Professor E. K. Braybrooke (Legal Studies), Dean, Faculty of Social
Sciences

Dr C. Jeffcott (History - modern China)
Dr R. F. Price (China), Chairman, Centre for Comparative and
International Studies in Education

Dr J. R. Stent (Economics - New Guinea)

Mr H. Martell (History - modern India)
Mr R. Newman (Education - India)

Mr Abe L. Kelabora (Education - Indonesia)

Mr K. D. Thomas (Economic history - Indonesia and Japan)
Findings

Compared to my "over-busy" previous day at the University of Melbourne, the
day at La Trobe was a well-needed "breather". The major area interests at
La Trobe are in Latin American Studies and in North American Studies, in

each of which there are interdisciplinary programmes. A minor sort of
interest is in Papua-New Guina. There is no coordinated programme of Asian
Studies. No Asian language courses exist or are projected at present.

La Trobe University, the third university to be founded in the Melbourne
metropolitan area, admitted its first students in 1967, hence is in its

eighth year of operations. It is still growing, but only History (in the
Faculty of Humanities, but also in Social Sciences for students' programmes)
and Education (which is a separate Faculty) have a broad interest and have
several staff with Asian interests.
In the School of Social Sciences, only
Sociology and Economics offer one course each:

Economics IIC:

Economic History (half unit) on English and
Japanese industrial relations

Sociology IIJP:

Japan, Social Development and Contemporary
Problems

whereas Politics offers two courses which include a minority of Asian
materials:

Politics IIB:

Politics IIIC:

Politics of Communist States (about one-fourth on
China)

International Relations (one-third on Asia).

In my presence, Professor Gregory (History) and Dr Price (Education)
briefly discussed the need to get together a proposal for a University
Committee on Asian Studies, but nothing of the sort exists at the moment.
There is neither an anthropology nor a geography department in the School
of Social Sciences, nor is there a School of Fine Arts.
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In History there are three courses and seven staff with Asian interests:

History IIC:

Traditional India;

_

IID, Modern India

History IIIC:

Modern Chinese History

History IIIJ:

Aspects of Modern Indian History

In Education, the Centre for Comparative and International Studies in Education
has a strong Asian orientation, quite in contrast to the education programmes
at Melbourne or Monash. The Centre places a strong emphasis on the contempo

rary study of educational systems in developing countries (as distinct from
historical study of colonial education systems). Courses on teaching in other
cultures are offered at the Diploma in Education level and the BEd level.
Student choices of country to study include China, India, and Indonesia. The
latter, for example, is taught by Mr Kelabora, a native Indonesian, and includes:
Level

Units

BEd

Education in Indonesia I:

tfh,

Introduction

Education in Indonesia II: Contemporary Problems
Studies in Indonesian Education: Reading Course
Ed. V and IV

Education for Nation Building in Southeast Asia

Ed.

National Case Studies:

(&*•

Ill

Indonesia

The Library at La Trobe University is administering the AAUCS programme of
providing Australian books and periodicals to Indonesian universities.

The Handbooks - 1974, for La Trobe University all indicate that "a student
may seek to offer one or more subjects (approved complementary courses) at
the University of Melbourne concurrently with subjects at this University".
In 1974 only a half-dozen students from La Trobe are enroled in Asian-content
courses at the University of Melbourne.

f?>
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MONASH UNIVERSITY (Clayton, Vic, 3168)

MONDAY 22 JULY 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor J. V. Neustupny, Chairman, Department of Japanese
Professor R. R. Andrew, Dean, Faculty of Medicine, and Chairman,
Board of Directors, Australian-American Educational Foundation

Professor J. D. Legge, Chairman, Department of History, and Chairman,
Standing Committee on Southeast Asian Studies

Professor H. Feith, Chairman, Department of Politics
Professor C. Skinner, Chairman, Department of Indonesian and Malay
Languages

Professor R. H. T. Smith, Chairman, Department of Geography

Dr H. Bolitho (History), Department of Japanese

Mr J. A. C. Mackie (History - Politics - Indonesia), Research
Director of the Centre of Southeast Asian Studies

Dr Ian Copland (History - India)
Findings

The Centre of Southeast Asian Studies was created by the University Council
at Monash in 1964, three years after the University opened as the second
university in the Melbourne metropolitan area. The Centre came into being
as a result of the joint efforts of the Foundation Professors in History
(J. D. Legge) and Politics (H. Feith), both of whom were specialists on

Indonesia. Since the History Department was in the Faculty of Arts and the
Politics Department was in the Faculty of Economics and Politics (ECOPS),
by cooperation they were able to pool resources from these two Faculties
in a very rapidly growing institution (12,500 EFTS in 1974). The same
individuals have provided uninterrupted guidance and cooperation for the
past decade.

Thus, there was a very early decision to focus on one part, not the whole
of Asia, and to orient the programme around the social science disciplines,
later expanded to include courses in the Departments of Anthropology and
Sociology, Economics, Geography, Indonesian and Malay, Music, and Education
as staff specialising in Southeast Asia were appointed in those disciplines.
The Centre is guided by a twelve-member Standing Committee of the
Professorial Board that includes one representative appointed by the Heads
of the Departments of Anthropology, Economics, Education, Geography,
History, Indonesian and Malay Languages, Law, Music, and Politics, and a
graduate student representative, plus the Chairman of the Committee
(Professor Legge) and the Research Director of the Centre (Mr J. A. C. Mackie)
A further focus of the Centre is that it coordinates and promotes post

graduate and staff research in or about Southeast Asia. It does not offer
undergraduate instruction or award degrees. The University began in 1961
with both first-year and postgraduate students, so the latter were present
from the start. The value of the Centre stems largely from the fact that
anyone embarking upon postgraduate research into Southeast Asia generally
faces problems that seldom arise for students in more familiar areas of

study.

The need for language training and field-work is the foremost of

these; another is the need to gain an understanding of a very different
social and cultural background. Relatively few people beginning graduate
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work in Southeast Asia are familiar with the region as a whole; hardly any
have made a systematic study of its culture, geography, politics, and history.
Staff associated with the Centre and advanced students pool their academic
knowledge and field experience to help beginning students along. Students

also need access to library collections of printed materials from and about
Southeast Asia;

over the decade since 1964 Monash has built up a collection

of materials that can support research in several areas - particularly in
Indonesian history and politics, and Malay anthropology and history. Another
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reason for the Centre is that research on Southeast Asia so often involves

crossing academic frontiers - for example, between history and sociology, or
between politics and literature - to a greater degree than is generally the
case in research on Western civilisations.

The establishment of the Centre in 1964 was a new development in Australia

in two respects.

It was planned as a multidisciplinary "area study" centred

on the model of the very successful ones in the USA, such as Cornell University,
Yale, and the University of Michigan. And it was the first attempt in any
Australian University to develop such a postgraduate organisation concen
trating on Asia. After a modest start, the Centre has succeeded in its first
ten years in building up an impressive concentration of specialist knowledge
and documentary materials on Southeast Asia. While the bulk of the Centre's
work has so far been directed mainly towards Indonesia and Malaysia, its aim
is to broaden its focus and resources so as to cover other parts of Southeast
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Asia as well.

The Centre for Southeast Asian Studies functions principally as an umbrella
organisation to service the various departments which have students working
for higher degrees on Southeast Asian topics. It operates on the basis of
cooperation among the members of those departments, primarily though seminars
and joint supervision in fields where a cross-disciplinary approach is
desirable. Seminars are held on most weeks throughout the year, and fall
into two main types:
Work-in-Progress Seminars. Candidates for higher degrees give an
account of their research, usually at an early stage, focussing on
their methods and approach. Later, after their field-work, they
also report on their findings. Another purpose of these seminars
is to provide opportunities for students of different disciplines

or regions to become acquainted with each other's methods and view
points as well as to exchange ideas and experience on common problems.
General Seminars. These are usually given by visiting speakers or
staff members on subjects of general interest. They are advertised
more widely than the Work-in-Progress meetings and anyone with an
interest in Southeast Asia may ask to be added to the mailing list.
The administrative work of the Centre is carried out by the Research Director
who is responsible to the Standing Committee of the Professorial Board.
Mr J. A. C. Mackie, formerly of Melbourne University, has held the half-time
post of Research Director since its creation in 1968. The half-time position
for the Centre is taken from staff allocations to History and Politics, and
Mr Mackie holds a joint appointment in the two departments in each of which he
teaches one-quarter time. The costs of the Centre are borne jointly by the
Faculties of Arts and of Economics and Politics. There is no direct (ear-marked)
funding to the Centre from the general University budget, nor has there been any
general purpose grant provided by an extra-mural Foundation. The Library
allocates a sum each year ($3,500 in 1974) for books ordered by the Centre, which
is supplemented from time to time by departmental and other contributors: it
also appointed a full-time Southeast Asia librarian in 1972 (Mrs Paulette
Muskens knows both Dutch and Indonesian). There is, however, no special reading
room or separate collection in the library. The major cost incurred by the
Centre, apart from the half-time salary of the Research Director and the
(since 1968) full-time Secretary, has been the provision of travel grants for

^s
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fieldwork in Southeast Asia,._which have totalled about $20,000 between 1964

and 1973 ($3,500 In 1974).

These derive from regular University funds

channeled through the Faculty of Arts.

trip economy airfare plus $100.

Individual awards are for round-

The Myer Foundation, under its Southeast

Asia Travel Grants Scheme, "has awarded grants of nearly $1,000 each to
individual staff and postgraduate students; about $17,000, in total, has
been received fey members of the Centre, but this programme will terminate at
the end of 1975,•

Membership of the Centre is largely a matter of personal choice. Most
graduate students and staff members engaged in research on Southeast Asian
topics participate regularly in Centre seminars, but not all have done so.
The mailing list for the Work-in-Progress seminars is the best guide to the
people who consider themselves to be members of the Centre.

Except for the Research Director and the Secretary, the Centre for Southeast
Asian Studies does not have staff or graduate students of its own. Its
members belong to the several participating departments, which retain the
responsibility for admission of particular students and for their training

in the courses they undertake. Scholarships for graduate study at Monash
are also allocated to the departments not the Centre. What the Centre
provides is a special study room (and meeting place) in the Menzies building,

which houses the Centre's offices, and other ancillary services without

which effective graduate work on Southeast Asia would be aimost impossible for example, seminars on topics related to student's research, assistance
with supervision, provision in some cases of travel funds, fieldwork and
language training when appropriate (purchase of tapes, private language tuition,
financed from the Dean's fund), and acquisition of the necessary core of

library materials (e.g., microfilm or microfiche relating to an MA or
PhD thesis).

Although the MA degree by course work has been available for five years,
most postgraduate students have elected research degrees on Southeast Asia.
Fifteen have been completed since 1966 (11 MA and 4 PhD) of which 7 finished
in 1972 and 5 in 1973. Of the 15, Indonesia was the subject of 10, with 5
on Malaysia. There are currently 30 graduate students enroled.
There has been a steady increase in the number of visitors to the Centre
from various Southeast Asian countries as its reputation has spread. Many

of these are on short tours sponsored by the Department of Foreign Affairs,
which has been extremely cooperative in assisting the Centre to benefit
from their visits either by arranging seminars or through informal meetings.
The Centre also has attracted Asian scholars and officials to Monash for

periods ranging from a few months to a year, either for formal research or
to have access to libraries while engaged in writing.

The Centre in 1972 embarked upon a programme of publications which will
make available in monograph form some of the results of significant research

completed by graduate students and staff. These "Monash Papers on South
east Asia" are edited by the Research Director and published by the
Publications Branch of the University.

A new series of mimeographed

"Working Papers" was begun in 1974. Another very successful activity has
been the set of weekend conferences on subjects of topical interest (about
one conference in each two-year period) to which scholars from other
universities, journalists, civil servants, and politicians have been
invited for intensive discussion of a particular problem. Participants pay

their own travel and per diem ($300 from the Dean's fund pays for organis
ational costs, local arrangements, and hospitality).
The Centre is still, after a decade, something of a misnomer. It has not
really expanded beyond Indonesia and Malaysia either to the Philippines or
to mainland Southeast Asia. No consideration has been given to training

/!B\

26

a successor to the present Research Director.

There still exist great gaps in

the departmental disciplines represented in the Centre (for example, there is

/9\

no Southeast Asian interest in Philosophy, Comparative Religion, Art, Dance,
Theatre, Architecture). The Centre thus has not been able to persuade all
relevant Departments of the university of the need to appoint Southeast Asian
specialists.

Indonesian language instruction was inaugurated in the History Department,
which introduction led to the creation in 1964 of the Department of Indonesian

/%

and Malay Languages. This latter Department now has 1 Professor, 2 Senior
Lecturers, 2 Lecturers, 1 Senior Tutor, and 2 Teaching Fellows; it offers
a full range of courses on modern Indonesian and Malay language and literature,
with some attention to Indonesian history. Other departments that offer
courses on Southeast Asia are:

Anthropology - "Ethnography of Southeast Asia"
Education - "Southeast Asian History of Education"
"Education and Colonialism in Southeast Asia"

"Education in Independent Countries of Southeast Asia"

^j\

Geography - "Southeast Asian Geography"
History - "Southeast Asian History"
"Indonesian Historiography"
"Tradition and Revolt in Southeast Asia"

fflftS-

Politics - "Indonesian Political Economy"
"Asian International Politics"

"Southeast Asian Political Systems"
The Music Department has acquired a 60-instrument gamelan orchestra, and has
taught Australian students to the level of public concerts. The instruments
originally were loaned by the Indonesian Embassy, but since have been
purchased by Monash University from the proceeds obtained from a series of
public concerts.

/f\

Accomplishments at Monash University in other areas of Asia have been consider
ably overshadowed by the activities and fame of the Centre for Southeast Asian
Studies.
On South Asia

History Department:

Honours level (4th year) Indian History

(®\

A second year course on Asian civilisation is planned
to be introduced in 1976 and to be taught by a
Sanskritist whose original research was on political
authority in early Indian history.
<^

On East Asia

Politics Department:

Economics Department:

History Department:

Politics of China

Economic History of Asia (essentially Japan since
Tokugawa)

^\

Second year course on Far Eastern Historv (to be
offered at first-year level, beginning in 1975)

Japanese Department:

A Chair of Japanese was established in 1966.

The Department now has

1 Professor, 1 Associate Professor, 1 Special Lecturer, 1 Senior
Lecturer, 2 Lecturers, 1 Senior Tutor, and 2 Teaching Fellows.
It
operates a joint modern language and social science approach, and not

a literature approach, believing that Australia's need is for trained
?t\
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social science specialists who have a command of modern Japanese.

C*
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Since 1970 students spend the first semester of their fourth year
at the Monash Japanese Centre in Tokyo (two hours daily are spent
on Japanese language study and the rest of the time on collecting
data for their theses). The second semester of the fourth year,
back at Monash, is devoted to classical Japanese and the writing
of the Honours thesis. The Department has graduated 19 Honours
students, all of whom are employed and using their language
capability. Enrolments in 1974 are:
Japanese language

Japanese Studies

First Year

38

52

Second Year

21

20

Third Year

17

Fourth Year

8

MA

2

PhD

1

f®t

^
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In addition, Chinese I (20 students) and Chinese II (9 students) are
offered. Students might go on to Melbourne University for further
work in Chinese, but this has not happened yet. The Monash Instruction
is oriented to speaking the language, whereas at Melbourne the focus is
on reading ability.

0\
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UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA (Box 252C, GPO, Hobart, Tasmania, 7001)
r*»

(The following information is based, not on personal interview, but on
abstracts of data published in the Faculty Handbooks, 1974 and in the ViceChancellor's Report on the occasion of the Conferring of Degrees ceremony,
9 and 10 April 1974.)
f$l\
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The University of Tasmania, founded in 1890, is the fourth oldest university
in Australia, With the opening of Murdoch University in Western Australia
in 1975, Tasmania will be the only State with but a single university. The
University's enrolment in 1973 was 3,263 students, instructed by a fulltime lecturing staff of 275, including 34 professors. The traditional
organisation of a university by Faculties prevails: Agricultural Science,
Arts, Commerce, Education, Engineering, Law, Medicine, and Science.

Such Asian interests as exist are concentrated in the Faculty of Arts, which
has a small number of departments: Classics, English, History, Modern
Languages, Philosophy, Political Science, and Psychology.
(9i\

In History

IB Traditional Asia - pre-modern Asia to the sixteenth century, with
special reference to East and South Asia
IIB Modern Asia - 17th to 19th centuries, with special reference to
^S

East and South Asia

III (option C) - Themes of Twentieth Century Asia:

/3S>

(1)

Modern China's search for a political form

(2)

Japan through two world wars

(3)

Nationalism in India and Indian partition, 1947

IV (Honours) - The Religion and Politics of Ireland and the IndoPakistan Sub-continent since Partition

•*>

Revolutionary Movements in Modern China
In Modern Languages

The Department in 1974 offers instruction only in French and German,

f^
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but the Vice-Chancellor's Report (p. 9) says: "We shall be developing
Japanese and Indonesian within the Department of Modern Languages of
the Faculty of Arts. We hope to begin teaching Japanese next year (1975)
and Indonesian in the following year (1976).
...both Indonesian and
Japanese are offered, at least in some schools, as subjects of the
Higher Schools Certificate examination".
In Politics

II Modern Politics of South and Southeast Asia - A general view of
social structures, cultures, and political systems, special studies
being made of Malaysia, Singapore, India, and Indonesia, with the
main emphasis on the contemporary (post-independence) period. *

f*i
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AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

TUESDAY 23 JULY 1974

(Woden, ACT, 2606)
Persons Interviewed

Mr John Mather, Assistant Secretary, Special Programmes Branch, and
Chairman of the Asian Studies Co-ordinating Committee
Mr Ian Welch, Executive Officer, Asian Studies Co-ordinating
Committee

Mr A. M. Malloy, Secretariat, Australian Universities Commission
Findings

As implementers of the recommendations of the Auchmuty Report, the concern
of the Asian Studies Co-ordinating Committee of the Australian Department

of Education principally is to aid the preparation of secondary teachers
in Asian languages (Indonesian, Japanese, and Chinese). The Department
of Education must rely upon proposals received from the Universities and
the Colleges of Advanced Education. In general, the Universities appear
not to place great emphasis upon teacher training. The programmes of
language training considered least useful are in Departments of Language
and Literature. The better programmes are those that combine language and
area studies in the same Department. The best programmes are the inter
disciplinary programmes in which language training is integrated with a
major in one of the Social Sciences. I have the impression that the Special
Programmes Branch would welcome proposals for intensive language and area
programmes on Asia not geared to the casual pace of the normal academic
year and which would cater to other than full-time undergraduate students.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY (Parkes, ACT, 2600)

TUESDAY 23 JULY 1974

Person Interviewed

Dr S.C. Sutton, Consultant on South and Southeast Asian Studies
Findings

Dr Sutton is a semi-retired librarian from England here for two years to
advise the National Library on policy relating to acquisition of publica
tions from the Asian area defined as from Agfhanistan eastward to include
Indonesia and the Philippines. He departs in six weeks; his report is to
be published in mid-August and I will be sent a copy. According to Mr
Sutton, the National Library has one Australian and one Indonesian librarian

in Indonesia buying five (5) copies of available Indonesian publications.
Murdoch University (in Perth) subscribes to this service and receives one
copy of these publications in Indonesian.
Addendum, 28 October 1974:

A copy of Dr Stanley Sutton's report, South and South East Asia: A Policy
for the National Library of Australia (as published in 66 pages by The
National Library, Canberra) was received just as this Working Paper was
going to press. Because Dr Sutton's findings and recommendations mesh so
closely with my own, I here reproduce his statements about Tertiary
Education (pp. 18-20, 25):
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Before World War 11 Australia tended to look across Asia to Europe, and educ

ation at all levels in the humanities and the social sciences was predominantly
European in orientation. It was inevitable that the educational, in particular
the academic, neglect of Asia should be recognised and corrected after the War
in the years of decolonisation, of changes in the balance of world power, and
of Australia's growing political, military, economic, and cultural involvement
in Asia. The last twenty years haw in tact seen a rapid growth in academic
Asian studies. In South and South East Asian studies there are today numer

ous undergraduate courses m languages and in the traditional disciplines, a few
of them at honours level, at almost all the universities and at some of the

colleges of advanced education and institutes of technology. In addition a
dozen universities offer postgraduate programmes, and much valuable work
is beingdone at post-doctoral level. As compared however with Britain and
America the general scene still shows certain limitations and deficiencies
which are not only impoitant in themselves but have had and continue to

have a restrictive effect on the building up of adequate library resources for
the study in depth of the region as a whole and of the countries constituting
it.

32

First, both in the academic community at large and in almost every institut
ion there is much greater interest and activity in South East Asian studies
than in South Asian; and, within the South East Asian sector itself, Indo

nesian studies, and to a lesser degree Malaysian studies, predominate over
all others. The fairly general neglect of mainland South East Asian studies
in particular was, it may be mentioned incidentally, regretted by officials
of the Department of Defence who were consulted during the survey.
33 Second, what may be called classical studies of the traditional kind - mainly
language and literature, philosophy and religion —are much less represented
than area studies in which the traditional disciplines of history and geography,
politics and economics, anthropology and sociology arc applied to the study
of an area or country, the local language being acquired less for its own sake
than as a tool of investigation. In this sense the classical study of both South
and South East Asia is to a large degree confined to a single institution, the
Australian National University.

^

34 Third, the interest taken by a university department in a country or a language
or an aspect of the region is not infrequently dependent upon one scholar, so
that instruction and supervised research in it cease temporarily when he goes
on sabbatical leave, and may even be brought to an end if he should take up
a post elsewhere.

35 Fourth, with some exceptions, notably at the Australian National University,
South and South East Asian studies are pursued without oriental linguistic
support, undergraduate study and sometimes even research being carried on
in western-language materials only. This is conspicuously the case in Indian
and other South Asian studies, and is only modified in South East Asian
studies by the widespread teaching of Bahasa Indonesia.
36

Fifth, in South and South East Asian studies, as distinct from Asian studies as

a whole, only one interdisciplinary centre, of the kind now common in
America, Britain, and elsewhere in the West, has been established at an Austra

lian university, the Centre of Southeast Asian Studies at Monash, though the

Flinders University is hoping to set up a South Asia Research Centre, em
bracing the disciplines of politics and modern history, in the next triennium.
The essential function of an area studies centre is to make possible, at the
research level, the co-operation of specialists in different departments —
history, geography, the social sciences, languages, literature, the arts —who
share a common interest in the study of the area. While preserving the auto
nomy of the departments the centre breaksdown the sharp boundaries be
tween departmental disciplines, facilitating the co-operative study of all
aspects of a country or region, historical and contemporary. The threat to
the continuity of courses, to which I have referred in paragraph 35 above,
is greatly lessened when studies are organised on this pattern.
37 Finally, South and South East Asian studies in Australia, indeed Asian studies
as a whole, have not been guided by any consistent planning at the national

level. This is not tosay that growth and development have been entirely

arbitrary and haphazard. When considering whether to enter a certain field of
study a university or other tertiary institution is likely to be influenced by
existing activity elsewhere in that field, especially in the same State, or by
its neglect. Murdoch University, for example, is planning its curricula with
some reference to what is being taught at the University of Western Australia,
and has decided not to take up South Asian studies because they have been
largely pre-empted by its lone-established neighbour at Nedlands. The
University of Queensland will not begin teaching Indonesian becausethat
language is to be offered at both Griffith University, now, like Murdoch,
at the planning stage, and at James Cook. Before Monash established, in
1964, its Centre of Southeast Asian Studies it considered carefully the

available options, and in deciding to cover virtually the entire region of
mainland and island South East Asia was guided not only by the Indonesian
and Malaysian expertise already present on the staffbut also by the terri
torial commitments of Melbourne University and by the neglect in other
Australian universities of certain countries of the region, such as Burma and
the States of the Indo-Chinese peninsula. The projected South Asia Research
Centre at Flinders, mentioned in paragraph 36 above, is intended to fill

deficiencies in the provision at present made in Australian universities for the
study of recent political developments in South Asia. Despite these and other

instances ofinter-university consultation and planning it remains true that the
development ofAsian studies has not benefitted from anation-wide plan such

as resulted in Britain from the Scarbrough Commission2 which reported in
1947 and the University Grants Committee's Sub-Committee3 which was
appointed in 1959 to review developments following the Scarbrough Com
mission.

38 The lack of a national plan for Asian studies is evident not only in the incom

plete coverage of the continent as awhole - the almost total neglect, to take a
single example, of Filipino studies - but also in the widespread proliferation,
fairly random and unplanned, of studies relating to Japan and Indonesia,
studies which, even allowing for the political and economic significance of
these countries for Australia, may be in danger, if present trends continue, of
disproportionate representation in higher education as a whole.
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RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACIFIC STUDIES (RSPacS),
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDIES (IAS),

WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 1974

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

(PO Box 4, Canberra, ACT, 2600)
Persons Interviewed

Professor R. G. Ward, Professor and Head, Department of Human Geography

Dr T. G. McGee (Human Geography - urbanisation - Southeast Asia)
Professor 0. H. K. Spate, Department of Pacific and Southeast Asian
History

Professor H. W. Arndt, Head, Department of Economics
Dr Robin B. Jeffrey, Indian Section, Office of the Director, Research
School of Pacific Studies

Findings

The Research School of Pacific Studies is one of the four original research
schools which formed the Australian National University as it was established
in 1947; in 1960 the then Canberra University College was brought into the
University as the School of General Studies, the Research Schools being
grouped into the Institute of Advanced Studies. The Institute, which now
comprises the Research Schools of Medical Research, Physical Sciences, Social
Sciences, Pacific Studies, Chemistry, Biological Sciences and Earth Sciences,
is devoted entirely to research and to postgraduate training, mostly at PhD
and postdoctoral level.

Although the School has a regional name, from the first this has been
interpreted broadly. The rationale of its establishment was essentially the
growing awareness, accentuated by the Pacific War of 1941-45, of the impor
tance to Australia of a sound understanding of the problems both of the

"Pacific Island neighbourhood" and the "Near North" in Asia. From the first
there was a Department of Far Eastern History, and interest in Southeast
Asia, always present, has become markedly stronger in recent years.
The emphasis is essentially on the social sciences applied in Pacific-Asian
milieu, and the School shares the H. C. Coombs Building with the Research

School of Social Sciences. The presence in Canberra of the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation and the Bureaus of Agricul
tural Economics and Census and Statistics, Government departments such as
Foreign Affairs, External Territories, Northern Territory and Northern
Development, as well as diplomatic agencies greatly facilitates the organ
isation of research.

The academic staff of the School has a ceiling of 120 (nearly one-half
non-tenured), with a full complement of research assistants, technical and
secretarial support.
The academic staff includes both permanent and temp
The
orary appointments, and is normally recruited by advertisement.
temporary positions of Research Fellow and Senior Research Fellow are normally
for terms of three to five years; some Postdoctoral Fellowships have been
instituted. Practically all Research Students are on ANU or Commonwealth
Scholarships, normally of three or four years. There is much emphasis on
fieldwork: most students spend from nine to fifteen months in the field,
and full field expenses are found for both staff and students, including,
when appropriate, the expenses of a student's wife. Computer work is of
increasing importance.

The award of the PhD is based on the thesis, and in

most departments there is no formal course work; there are, however, many
seminars, and courses are arranged for those needing training in special
fields, for example, languages, sociology, and statistics.
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The Departments within the Research School of Pacific Studies are:
Amthropology

liogeography and Geomorphology
'

Iconomics

Far Eastern History

m,

Human Geography
International Relations

Linguistics

Pacific and Southeast Asian History

*»,

Political and Social Change (formed in 1974)
Prehistory
New Guinea Research Unit

North Australia Research Unit (formed in 1974)

.<•>

A Director's Section has been instituted to pursue work in the modern social,
political, and economic history of South Asia. In addition there are a
Contemporary China Centre, a Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, and a
Programming Section.

The Research School of Pacific Studies has an envied reputation as a unique

"area studies" institution, the only one of its kind in Australia, and probably
the best example in the world, devoted entirely to research and to postgraduate
training, mostly at the PhD and postdoctoral level. No other Australian
university can be expected to match its resources or to duplicate the breadth
and depth of its research programme. Yet it should be clear that the Research

<*»

School's programme of activities by no means pre-empts the field, their academic
staff are not omniscient, and that instruction and research at other
Australian universities is vitally necessary.
The academic staff and students of the Research School are still too few to

encompass all of the necessary research about Asia, albeit that they have the

•^

greatest advantages (in time, funds, and facilities) for setting the pace
and standards for others to attempt to equal or exceed.

4^
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SCHOOL OF GENERAL STUDIES (SGS)

THURSDAY 25 JULY 1974

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

(PO Box 4, Canberra, ACT, 2600)
Persons Interviewed

In the Faculty of Arts

Professor B.L.C. Johnson, Head, Department of Geography (South India,
Japan)
Dr L.J. Hume, Acting Head, Department of Political Science
Dr J.A.A. Stockwin (Political Science - Japan)

Ms S.A. Ray (Political Science - India)
Ms S.C. Read (Political Science - India)
In the Faculty of Asian Studies

Professor Liu Ts'un-yan, Dean of Faculty and Head, Department of
Chinese

Professor A.H. Johns, Head, Department of Indonesian Languages and
Literatures

Dr S. Soebardi (Indonesian)
Dr Soewito-Santoso (Indonesian)

Dr S. Supomo (Indonesian)
Yohanni Johns (Indonesian)

Elizabeth S. Legge (Indonesian)

Professor J.W. de Jong, Head, Department of South Asian and Buddhist
Studies

Dr A. Alfonso, Acting Head, Department of Japanese
Professor A.L. Basham, Head, Department of Asian Civilisations

Dr S.A.A. Rizvi (Asian Civilisations - Islamic studies, South Asia)
Dr H.E.E. Loofs (Asian Civilisations - Prehistory, Southeast Asia)
In the Faculty of Economics

Professor G.S.L. Tucker, Dean of Faculty and Head, Department
of Economic History
Dr C. Forster (Economic History - Japan)

Dr C.T. Edwards (Economics - Southeast and South Asia)
Findings

The Australian National University, created in 1946 primarily as a research
institution that awarded PhD degrees, incorporated Canberra University
College in 1960. Since then the University has operated academically in two
distinct but interrelated parts - the Institute of Advanced Studies and the
School of General Studies.

The School of General Studies is a teaching
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university having more than 4,000 students working for bachelor's degrees and
more than 500 students for degrees of master and doctor of philosophy. It
carries out both undergraduate and postgraduate training and research in its
five Faculties of: Arts, Asian Studies, Economics, Law and Science.
The preponderence, but not all, of the instruction relating to Asia is offered
within the Faculty of Asian Studies. Other units are presented in the Faculty
of Arts, Faculty of Economics, and the Faculty of Law. For example,
In Arts:

Geography offers two half-units, on South Asia and Southeast Asia;
Political Science offers two units:

Asian Government, which consists of a half-unit on Contemporary China

m

followed by a half-unit on either India or Japan, and Comparative
Communism, the second component of which deals with a comparison of
socialism in Europe with the socialism of selected polities in the
Third World, including the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the
Democratic People's Republics of Korea and Cuba.
In Economics:

Economics has a fourth-year Honours course on Economic Development. Next
year in the second semester of Economics III students will have options,
one of which will be on the economic development of Asia;

Economic History offers units in Economic Development of modern Japan
and in Problems of Underdevelopment: India, at both Pass and Honours
levels.

In Law,

there is a unit (52 classes) on Soviet and Chinese Law.

The University offers combined courses in which a student may gain two bachelor
degrees. In this way Arts (Asian Studies) may be combined with Economics at
pass level over four years of full-time study or at honours level over five or
six years of full-time study depending on whether or not honours Is being
taken in one or both components of the course. Arts (Asian Studies) may also
be combined with Law over five years of full-time study for a pass degree in
Asian Studies and a pass or honours degree in Law. It is currently proposed

m

that honours also be available in the Asian Studies component; if approved
this will involve an extra year of study.

The concentration of effort on Asia at ANU, however, is in the Faculty of

Asian Studies (since 1962), formerly known as the School of Oriental Studies
(1955-1962). It consists of six departments:

{fib

Asian Civilisations

Chinese (both Classical and Modern)

Indonesian Languages and Literatures (together with Thai)
Japanese

Linguistics

South Asian and Buddhist Studies (together with Hindi)

The Faculty of Asian Studies offers Bachelor of Arts (Asian Studies), Master of
Arts (Asian Studies) and PhD degrees
Bachelor Arts (Asian Studies) degree
Its major effort is to offer courses
Japan, India, Indonesia and Malaysia

in Asian Studies, as well as the combined
with other faculties, as indicated above.
in the languages and literatures of China,
and Thailand and a training in the dis
cipline of history which, together with further studies of religion and philos

ophy, is offered by the Department of Asian Civilisations. Units offered can
be taken for credit by students in the Faculties of Arts, Economics, and Law.
Arts students may take units of Asian Civilization without studying an Asian
language whereas Faculty of Asian Studies students are required to complete two
majors offered, one of which must be an Asian language. In the first year,

1"5>
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students choose one Asian language around which to build their course.
Department of Asian Civilisations

To acquaint the student with Asian cultures, seven main courses are
presented. The general first-year course, Introduction to Asian Civil
isations, includes a general survey of the geography and history of the
area, its religions and philosophies, and some aspects of its material
culture from prehistoric times to the present day. In the second and
third years, students choose specialisations in either East Asia, SouthEast Asia, or South Asia.

The East Asian courses deal in some detail with the history, institutions,
and thought of China and Japan, and also Korea and Mongolia.
The
South-East Asian courses deal with the area from Burma to the Philippines.
The. South Asian courses treat the region of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka (Ceylon), and Nepal. In all three regions, apart from political
history, attention is also given to art and archeology, philosophy and
religion, economic and institutional history, and the structure of society.

In 1971, the Department first offered single units on Buddhist Civilization
and on Islamic Civilization, but the former was discontinued in 1973.

Ten academic staff instructed 393 enroled students, including 12MA and
14 PhD candidates during 1973.
Department of Chinese

Majors are offered in either Classical or Modern Chinese. The major in
Modern Chinese aims to develop a practical skill and an active command
of modern standard Chinese (Mandarin) as spoken and written today. The
first year is almost wholly devoted to basic language study (lectures
on Chinese linguistics, morphology and syntax, oral drill, and listening
to recorded speech). After having mastered the romanisation system, the
student proceeds to the reading of character texts, and during the first
year is required to memorise seven or eight hundred characters.
The
more advanced second- and third-year courses in Modern Chinese include
translation and the reading of a representative selection of contemporary
literature, newspaper and journal texts, and documentary prose.
The parallel major in Classical Chinese follows the traditional line of
Sinological research and is envisaged as a specialist study, primarily
for honours students, but available at pass level. With the aim of
training in literary, historical, philosophical, or linguistic studies,
students read a wide selection of ancient and medieval texts from each

genre of Chinese culture and civilisation. A fourth-year honours course
is provided for both Classical and Modern Chinese. Instruction normally
takes the form of seminars, some of which are conducted in Chinese;
besides prescribed works and examinations, students are required to
complete a short thesis on a specific topic with some degree of independ
ent research. A single unit is offered in Theory and Practice of Chinese
Painting and Calligraphy, and a new unit on Contemporary China is being

introduced in 1975.

In 1974 a Master's degree by coursework programme

was introduced.

There were 113 enroled students in 1973, including 5MA and 6 PhD
scholars, taught by seven full-time academic staff. A one-month Intensive
Course in Chinese, a joint venture of this department and the Modern
Languages Department of the Canberra College of Advanced Education, offered

during January attracted 25 students from different parts of Australia.
Department of Indonesian Languages and Literatures
Units offered are:

Bahasa Indonesia and Malay I, II, and III
Old Javanese I and II
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Literary Arabic I and II
Thai I and II (for first time in 1974)

Bahasa Indonesia and Bahasa Malay are, for convenience, grouped together, but
during the first two years, the major emphasis is on the Indonesian form.
Instruction in certain other Indonesian languages (Minangkabau, Sundanese,
Balinese) can be arranged as required. Thai is offered for the first time
in 1974 owing to the secondment to Canberra of a Thai linguist from Bangkok,
courtesy of the Government of Thailand. The Department also offers a single
unit in Islamic Civilisation (in conjunction with the Department of Asian Civil
isations). Old Javanese and Arabic are offered as useful options: Javanese
for students interested in the older period of South-East Asian (Indonesian)
history and culture, particularly in combination with courses in Sanskrit, and
Arabic as relevant to the Islamicised areas of South-East Asia for students with

a modern interest. Honours students must give proof of competence in reading
Dutch to be admitted to the Bahasa Indonesia and Malay III Honours.

There were 153 students enroled in 1973, including 4 MA and 1 PhD student,
with seven full-time academic staff. An English-Malay Dictionary Project
is being conducted, with the cooperation of the Malaysian Ministry of Education.
Department of Japanese

In 1974, Dr. Alfonso succeeded Professor E.S. Crawcour (the Foundation Professor

since 1966) as Head of the Department. The main concern of the Department is the
effective teaching of Japanese to English speakers who begin with no previous
knowledge of the language.
Japanese I, II, and III, taken at either Pass or Honours level, constitute

a major designed to give control of the current standard language as a means
of communication or a tool of research. Oral drill and practice in the language
laboratory form an important part of the course, the object being to make the
students' use of the patterns of spoken Japanese automatic. The course also
provides an introduction to the literary and linguistic background of modern
Japan, bringing students to a stage at which, after a short period of experience
in the country, they will be competent and useful linguists. Introduction to
Japanese Literature followed by Literary Japanese constitutes a sub-major, to be
taken only by students taking the main language major. A single unit on Contemp
orary Japan will be introduced in 1975.
The research work of the Department emphasises applied linguistics and method

ology and is

directed at present to the improvement of teaching techniques and

the preparation of textbooks and improved teaching materials.
A Summer Intensive
Japanese Language course, in January, was provided in conjunction with the Centre
for Continuing Education.

Six full-time staff in 1973 instructed 88 students, including one MA candidate.
Department of Linguistics

Linguistics studies the general nature of human language to understand "how
language works". Linguistics may be taken as part of the course leading to the
Bachelor of Arts or that of Bachelor of Arts (Asian Studies).

When taken as

part of the course leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts (Asian Studies),
usually as an alternative to a major in Asian Civilisations, it must be taken
in conjunction with an Asian Language major and other units approved by the
Faculty of Asian Studies. The Department provides a three-year course in the
principles of linguistics. Asian Studies students are placed in special tutorials
in the first year, and discuss the application of linguistic methods to problems
in the languages that they are studying. Second- and third-year courses include
some lectures on problems of Asian linguistics. The course Linguistics A10
(offered in alternative years) is specifically on Austronesian Linguistics, and
consists of detailed study of the grammar of a particular Austronesian language,
and comparative study of the phonologies and morphologies of the Austronesian
(= Malayo-Polynesian) family.
There are five full-time academic staff in Linguistics.
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Department of South Asian and Buddhist Studies

The Department is concerned with the Old and Middle Indo-Aryan language

(i.e., Sanskrit, Pali, and Prakrit) and with Hindi. A three-year course
concentrates on classical Sanskrit, the main cultural language of South
Asia. The first year is devoted to the study of grammar and the reading
of selections from the Epics and easy prose texts. Works studied in
second and third years represent a diversity of styles and subject matter.
The additional work prescribed for the four-year Honours course includes
the study of Pali, Prakrit, Vedic, and more difficult philosophical
and Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit texts. Seminars on Chinese and Tibetan Buddhist
texts are held for postgraduate students.
A three-year pass course and a four-year Honours course are also offered
in Hindi, the official language of modern India and the leading Indian
language in terms of numbers of speakers and geographical spread.
Instruction in the modified Arabic script in which Urdu is written is
offered to all Hindi II students and additional instruction in the read

ing of Urdu can be provided on request.

Literary Persian is offered as

a single unit, but it may not be taken in the students' first year.
Five academic staff in 1973 directed 42 students, including one each for
the masters and PhD degrees.
Enrolments were:
Sanskrit I

-

13

Pali

-

1

Sanskrit II

-

3

Hindi

-

13

Sanskrit III

-

2

Hindi II

- 8

The University Library has Asian Studies as one of its three main collections.
This consists of about 110,000 items, mainly in Chinese, Japanese, and
Indonesian, housed in the first floor of the R.G. Menzies Building, and is
primarily a reference collection.
The Library staff includes 13 specialists
in Asian languages.
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UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

(Sydney, NSW, 2006)

FRIDAY 26 JULY 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor P.J. Worsley, Head, Department of Indonesian and
Malayan Studies

Associate Professor G.W. Sargent,

Acting Head, Department of

Oriental Studies

Professor Marjorie G. Jacobs, (History - India)
Associate Professor W.H. Newell, (Anthropology - South and East

Asia),

Chairman, Asian Studies Centre Organising Committee

Mr. Ian Grosart, (Government - New Guinea), Secretary, Asian
Studies Centre Organising Committee
+

attendance of ten other academic staff at meeting of Committee
on Asian Studies.

Findings

The University of Sydney apparently had a Committee on Asian Studies
some fifteen or so years ago, but the proposals it made did not
receive the approval of the then Vice-Chancellor, and the Committee
lapsed. With the support of the present Vice-Chancellor and under the
initial initiative of a number of non-professional staff a Universitywide meeting of about 100 staff with Asian interests was held in
November 1973. This large group included staff from the Departments
of Adult Education, Agricultural Botany, Agronomy, Animal Husbandry,
Anthropology, Archaeology, Architecture, Chemical Engineering, Economics,
Economic History, Education, English, Fine Arts, Geography, Government,
History, Institute of Child Health, Indonesian and Malayan Studies,
Law, Library, Mechanical Engineering, Music, Oriental Studies, Town and
Country Planning, and Veterinary Pathology. From this group an
Organising Committee was elected, to include representatives from
Agronomy, Anthropology, Archaeology, Economics, Economic History,
Education, Government, History (2), Indonesian and Malayan Studies,

Law, Mechanical Engineering, and Oriental Studies (2). The conclusion
is that Sydney has cast its net wide, as staff from five (5) different
Faculties - Agriculture, Arts, Education, Engineering and Law are included.
Moreover, the definition of Asia extends from Afghanistan to Japan, and
includes New Guinea. "Keeping everyone in" is by deliberate intent;
the result will be to develop "umbrella-type" interests.
A Centre for Asian Studies is just being organised.

The allocation

of $500.00 for the remainder of 1974 had just been received from the
Vice-Chancellor and the first expenditure decided at the meeting that
I attended of the Organising Committee, was to print some letterheads
and envelopes for the Centre. The Centre is conceived as a means of

facilitating communications and eliminating overlapping in teaching
amoung Asianists widely dispersed within the University; it consequently
expects to publish a bulletin. Further, in the third term 1974 a
fortnightly seminar programme was held, to bring together staff. A

symposium scheduled in March 1975 is entitled "NEW GUINEA: Southeast
Asian Nation?"
A meeting is to be held of postgraduate students to
advertise an internal seminar.

Other functions suggested for the Centre are:
Speakers to secondary schools on Asian topics.
Preparation of a supplement to Faculty Handbooks listing the
Asian courses all in one place.

Holding postgraduate "work-in-progress" seminars, bringing
together staff and students from all interested disciplines.
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Securing a permanent room (at a fixed location) as a centre for post
graduate students with Asian interests, a place for academic staff to

drop in and a centre for information for those outside the University.
The aim of the Centre, however, is not only social and coordinating but is
conceived of as having an academic aim. Initially the Centre hopes to
appoint up to three post-doctoral fellows and to support such applications
for grants by other departments of the University which fall within its
academic aims.

The Vice-Chancellor has now set up a Senate Committee

to formalize the Centre.

The long establishment and large size of the University of Sydney has
brought into being considerable resources directed toward Asia. Whereas
the Centre for Asian Studies is very new, the existence of staff and
instruction focussed on Asia dates back many decades in several disciplines
within the Faculty of Arts. For example, the Department of Oriental Studies
was founded in 1922 by Professor A.L. Sadler and until 1949 focussed on
Japanese language, literature, history, and philosophy. Under the current
head, Professor A.R. Davis, since 1955, Chinese language, literature,
history, and philosophy have been added. The University Library contains
a special reference Oriental Collection of about 35,000 volumes in Chinese
and Japanese in the areas of literature and history, for which about $4,000
are expended annually. The library employs a full-time Chinese librarian
and is assisted by a Japanese research assistant in the Oriental Studies
Department.

The Department of Indonesian and Malayan Studies enrols about one-third of
all Australian university students studying these languages. The department
began in 1957 and expanded enormously in 1962-63. The individual courses
cover the languages and literatures, the history and sociology of the Indon
esian and Malayan areas.

First Year:

Language (Bahasa Indonesia) and History of
Indonesia and Malaya

Second Year:

Language (Bahasa Indonesia) and options (Major and
Supplementary) relating to Indonesia and Malaya:
Modern History,
Ancient History,
Politics,
Modern Literature,
Traditional Literature, or
One regional language at first-year level:
Javanese, Balinese, Minangkabau,
Literary Javanese, Classical Malay,
or Linguistics
Honours Course II consists of Dutch I, one of the above
regional languages and the Honours extension of the major
optional course.

Third Year:

Language (Bahasa Indonesia) and the second year of option(s)
taken at second-year level and a course on Aspects of the
Society and Culture of the area

Honours Course III consists of Dutch II, plus the second

year in a regional language (or Arabic or Sanskrit) and
the Honours extension of the major optional course
Fourth.Year:

Thesis, plus field work in Indonesia or Malaysia or
seminars

The University Library subscribes to Indonesian materials acquired under the
programme operated in Jakarta by the Australian National Library.
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The Department of Government and Public Adminstration has six staff

with

Asian interests (of a total of 27).

They offer three semester

courses: Japan, Southeast Asia Islands, and Southeast Asia Mainland.
China will probably be offered in 1975. There is no course on South
Asia. In contrast, the History Department is strong on India and weak
on China. Two different full courses on India are given in alter
nate years, plus a half-course in first year. Two people provide one
course on Southeast Asia, whereas a half-year course in Chinese

history will begin in 1975.
the following:
In Second Year

The Department of Anthropology offers

Options in Southeast Asia and on China and Japan,
South Asia and Melanesia

In Third Year

Honours Years

Options in Art and Indie Society in Southeast Asia;
Ancestor Worship; Islamic Society;
Comparative Asian Industrial Organisation; and
Comparative law emphasising New Guinea and Japan.
Social anthropology options on Thailand, India
and Hindu Institutions.

Over half the anthropology staff have undertaken fieldwork or give
lectures on New Guinea and South, South East, and East Asia.
The University operates an Audio Laboratory which not only provides
technical and language laboratory facilities for the language
courses conducted within the University but also provides facil
ities for the teaching of short courses of varying intensity in a
variety of languages. Asian languages included are Cambodian, Hindu
stani, Kurdish, Lao and Urdu.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

MONDAY 29 JULY 1974

(Kensington, NSW, 2033)
Persons Interviewed

Professor R. Kumar (History - India)
Professor J. A. Mabbutt, Head, School of Geography
Dr Adrian Chan (Political Science - China)

Dr S. Ambirajan (Economic History - South Asia)
Dr John Ingleson (History - Indonesia)

Dr I. Inkster (Economic History - Japan)
Dr R. Cashman (History - South Asia)
Dr M. J. Newman (Drama - Japanese classical theatre)
Findings

The University of New South Wales is Sydney's second university.

Its

founding in 1949 as the NSW University of Technology gave it a decided bias
toward Applied Science, Architecture, Commerce, Engineering, Medicine, and
Science. Only since 1958, when its present name was acquired, has there

been a Faculty of Arts, containing such Schools (Departments) of Drama,
History, Political Science, and Sociology. Economic History is in the
Faculty of Commerce, and Geography in Applied Science. As a result of its
late introduction and lesser emphasis on the campus, the Arts Faculty enrols

only about 2800 of the University's 16,000 students.

Another unusual feature

of the University is that it relies heavily on correspondence courses to
external students.

The number of units of instruction wholly on Asia is few, and many are only
recently introduced. For example, both Drs Chan and Newman arrived in mid

year 1974.

No formal instruction is given in Asian languages, except through

the Institute of Languages.

The Asian courses offered in 1974 are:

In Arts

Drama III has a 14-week option in Japanese theatre + 5 lectures on NO
theatre in first year
Geography offers no regional courses on Asia
History has Asian courses at each year level:

History IA

- Tradition and Society in Asia (defined as MiddleEast to Japan, which enrols 250-300 students)

History IIA

- Modern India, 1757-1947 (100-125 enrolments)

History IIIA

- Southeast Asian History (nineteenth and twentieth
centuries)

Honours

- Contemporary India, 1947-71 (in 1975, Honours
courses will include: Contemporary Indonesia;
Peasant Revolutions in Asia)

Political Science IIIA includes two 14-week-long options:
Politics of India
Politics of China

0\
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The India course is taught by a native Indian who is primarily a

specialist in British politics, whereas the China course is taught by a
Chinese full-time specialist on contemporary China, Next year he will
offer a third-year pass course on Chinese politics, Chinese political
thought (each of semester length) and a fourth year (year-long) course
on selected problems in Chinese communism.
fS>|

In Commerce

Economic History III contains three options:

The Transformation of the Japanese Economy since 1868
Economic Change in Modern India, 1850-1950
The Modernisation of the Chinese Economy

In sum, the Asian field at New South Wales is dominated by historians.
is no clear sub-regional focus. The exceptions, however, are unusual.

There
The

University has Australia's only specialist on Japanese classical theatre
(Kabuki, N5, etc.) and has Sydney's only specialist on contemporary China.
The Faculty of Arts is at present considering a proposal for the creation of
a Centre of Asian Studies. It began as an idea among academic staff in the
Faculty of Arts but expanded to include staff in other faculties teaching
Asian units. The present nucleus is yet small; specialisation in subregions of Asia can come only later. The proponents of the Centre have
not seriously faced up to the question of Asian languages, although they are
aware of the need to complement the instruction in drama and the social
sciences.

The Institute of Languages is an entity in its own right and distinct from
any School or Faculty. Its main aim is to assist students and staff members
to acquire practical skill and proficiency in speaking, reading and, in some
cases, writing a foreign language.

<fl!\
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MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY (North Ryde, NSW, 2113)

TUESDAY 30 JULY 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor D. A. Aitken (Politics) - by telephone only

Professor H. W. S. Philp (Education - Philippines, Indonesia) - only
briefly
Professor A. J. Rose (Geography)
Dr R. W. Stern (Politics - India)

Dr P. A. Krinks (Geography - Philippines, Sumatra)
Mr R. H. Cochrane (Education - Thailand)

Mr P. T. Cohen (Anthropology - Thailand)
Findings

As with La Trobe in Melbourne, Macquarie is the third university to be formed
in a single metropolitan area. Established in 1967, it began instruction
with an organisation of a single College of Arts and Sciences subdivided
into ten Schools. There is no formal departmental structure by individual
disciplines and no autonomous Faculties.
The Foundation Professors and
academic administrators were drawn mostly from the University of Sydney.
Courses are evaluated by credit points (3 or 4 for a semester-long course;
6 for a year-long course). A student must have a minimum of 68 credit points
to graduate for a three-year pass degree, with a minimum of 38 credit points
in second and third year level courses, and a major consisting of at least
12 credit points in cne discipline at third year level. There are no inter
disciplinary studies programmes offered, nor are any Asian languages taught.
The School of Modern Languages includes only French and German.
Only a handful of Asian-content courses are offered, no more than two in
any one discipline.
The development of these courses has been by indepen
dent evolution and staffing in each discipline rather than by any overall
design or integrated plan. Further, the School organisation has distributed

the traditional social science fields into separate units (for example,
anthropology, economics, education, geography, and politics are each in
separate Schools).
Courses on Southeast Asia are offered in both Anthropology and Geography.
The one course on Asian economics focusses on China.

courses in History concentrate upon Japan.

The two East Asian

Politics has two courses, on

South Asia and on the Middle East.

A University Committee on Asian Studies was formed two years ago, convened

by a Professor of Politics (a non-Asianist) to prepare a proposal for the
creation of a Chair of Japanese. Indications are that this proposal was
not included in the triennial budget submitted to the Australian Universities
Commission.

The Committee is not active and has not met in the 1974

academic year.

A unique feature at Macquarie University is the degree of involvement of
the School of Education with the countries of Southeast Asia.
Programmes
in Development Education and in Comparative Education are well established.
Professor Philp in 1970 was consultant to the Ford Foundation for a thorough

review of all aspects of public education in the Philippines. Other studies
have been made in Thailand. Currently, under the Colombo Plan, teams of
25-30 Indonesians come to the Macquarie campus for courses in mathematics,
science, and education focussed upon problems in Indonesia. However, there
appears to be no connection between this educational programme and with
work on Southeast Asia in other Schools on this campus nor with the
Australian-Asian Universities Co-operation Scheme directed from Canberra
and Melbourne.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE (Newcastle, NSW, 2308)

THURSDAY 1 AUGUST 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor J. J. Auchmuty, Vice-Chancellor and Principal (History)
Professor A. D. Tweedie, Vice-Principal (Geography)
Professor K. R. Dutton, Dean, Faculty of Arts (French)
Professor D. G. Mowatt, Chairman, Department of German

Professor K. W. Robinson, Chairman, Department of Geography
Dr D. Wright (History - South Asia)

Mr F. G. Irwin (Geography - Southeast Asia)
Findings

There is some small irony in discovering that the University presided over

by the Chairman of the "Auchmuty Committee", whose report in 1970 was
instrumental in stimulating the development of Asian language study through
out Australia, has the least number of Asian courses of any university in
Australia. The University of Newcastle began in 1951 as Newcastle College
within the New South Wales Institute of Technology (later the University

of New South Wales) and only became an independent university in 1965.
With but 4200 students, the. University of Newcastle is the smallest of the
five universities in the State of New South Wales.

Only three Asian courses are currently offered:

Sanskrit I began about 1968 in the Department of Classics, but enrols
only 2 or 3 students

History IIIA (Asian History) is offered at third-year level, jointly
taught by Professor J. P. S. Bach (China and Japan) and Dr D. Wright
(South Asia) and, with about 45 students, is the largest of the
third-year history courses. From 1975, this course is proposed to be
divided into two streams, one on China and Japan, and the other on
South and Southeast Asia;
in addition there would be an Honours
special topic on Indian history.
Geography IIIB includes an elective course on Southeast Asia.
This
presents 50 to 55 lectures at 2 hours per week, and enrols 40 to 65
students.

It is thus apparent that each of the above courses caters only to students

in their respective departments and are not for the "general education" of
students in other disciplines.
In the budget request to the AUC for the next triennium, the Board of Studies

in Language and Literatures had requested funds to establish a Department of
Asian Studies, within which offerings from various Asian languages and
cultures might be given. To begin, a special grant has been requested from
the AUC to begin a course in Elementary Japanese. It is felt that this

type of "umbrella" department would eventually foster a wider range of studies;
no attempt will be made to press for a separate department of Japanese, or
indeed, any other language, nor will the head of the department necessarily
be in this discipline.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND (Armidale, NSW, 2351)

FRIDAY 2 AUGUST 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor J. S. Nelson, Head, Department of Sociology (Indonesian)
Professor R. B. Ward, Head, Department of History
Professor S. Arasaratnam (History - South Asia)
Professor J. H. Bishop, Head, Department of Classics and Ancient
History

Dr A. Treloar (Classics - Sanskrit and Arabic)

Professor Ian Douglas, Head, Department of Geography (Malaysia)
Professor D. A. M. Lea (Geography - Southeast Asia and New Guinea)
Dr D. P. Chaudhri (Agricultural Economics - India)
Professor W. F. Musgrave, Head, Department of Agricultural Economics
and Business Management

Professor G. L. McClymont, Dean, Faculty of Rural Science (Indonesia,
India)

Associate Professor R. S. Neale, Head, Department of Economic History
(Japan)
Professor P. J. Drake, Head, Department of Economics (Malaysia,
Singapore)
Dr A. Davies (Politics - India)
Findings

This University began in 1938 as New England University College within the
University of Sydney, then became independent in 1954. To the Faculty of
Arts (1938) and Science (1940) have been added Rural Science (1956),
Education (1969), and Economic Studies (1971). The appointments of staff
with Asian interests and the introduction of instructional units have

proceeded quite independently within the several departments.

The following units are currently being offered:
In Faculty of Arts

Sanskrit 100.30/200.30/300/30 in Department of Classics
Southeast Asia 220.10/320.10 in Department of Geography
History of South Asian Civilisation 140.30
Asia and Europe, 1500-1800 275.30/375.30
IVK (Honours option) - East Asian History
IVN (Honours option) - Nationalism in Southern

In Department of
History

Asia 1870-1960

Politics and Administration in New Nations 240.30/340.30 in
Department of Politics

Modernisation and Social Change in Developing Countries 225.15/325.15
in Department of Sociology

f$b
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In Faculty of Economic Studies
/as,

Agriculture in Developing Countries 305.10) In Department of
,_

. _

, .

{ Agricultural Economics and

Agriculture and Economic Growth in

) B^siness Management

Developing Countries 420.10

)

6

Economic Development in Equatorial Asia 563.10 in Department of Economics

l*i^

The Modernisation of Britain and Japan 231.0/331.10 in Department of
Economic History
In Faculty of Education
f9h.

Comparative Education (A) 326.10)
In Department of Education
Comparative Education (B) 327.10)
The campus as a whole has considerable expertise on Southeast and Southern

Asia, with emphasis upon subjects relating to development (agriculture,
geography, economics). Beginning in 1975, the Department of Economics is

*%\

offering a postgraduate course of study in development economics leading to
the degree of Master of Economics.

The Faculty of Arts has given a high priority to Asian Studies. The Library
places special emphasis upon obtaining English and French language materials
on mainland Southeast Asia. A University Committee on Asian Studies prepared
a proposal on Asian Studies with a socio-economic emphasis (but said nothing
about language study). This proposal was revised by a subcommittee of the
Planning Committee of the Professorial Board into a University proposal for
a new Department built around Indonesian. Thus the University's regional
priorities are for Southeast Asia definitely first, with later development
of South Asian interests (as there are a number of Indians on the academic
staff); China and Japan are ruled out.

In 1976 the whole University will shift to the semester system. Multidisciplinary planning is going on for a proposed Centre of Rural Development
Studies. This would bring together staff in agricultural economics,
geography, rural science, and sociology to provide a postgraduate programme,

for persons from developing countries, that deals with problems (ecological,
economic, socio-cultural) in those countries.

/ff*
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UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND (St Lucia, Qld, 4067)

MONDAY 5 AUGUST 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor Zelman Cowen, Vice-Chancellor (lunch only)
Professor Joyce I. Ackroyd, Head, Department of Japanese
Professor J. E. Western, Head, Department of Anthropology and
Sociology (Malaysia)

Professor J. H. Holmes, Head, Department of Geography (lunch only)
Dr D. J. Tugby (Anthropology - Island Southeast Asia)
Dr C. L. Chiou (Government - China)
Dr M. D. Fletcher (Government - Southeast Asia)

Dr P. Koepping (Anthropology - Japan, Central Asia)

Dr S. Raj (History - modern India)
Mr K. Bieda (Economics - Japan, China)
Mr M. Brandle, Director, Institute of Modern Languages
Mr C. B. Bredt (History - China)
Mr R. C. S. Kwan (Government - China)

Mr J. F. Weik (History - Japan)
Mr F. Kakubayashi (History - Japan)
Mr 0. Mendelsohn (Government - India)
Findings

A reception, with drinks, on late Saturday afternoon, 3 August, at the home
of Dr Donald Tugby, served to introduce me to the 28-member Board of Studies
on Asian Studies, at which time appointments were made with many of them for
the following Monday in their offices on campus. The University of Queensland
epitomises the older campus (founded 1909 as the fifth University in Australia)
grown to maturity (14,000 EFTS) by means of autonomous departments developing

independently in twelve Faculties. The University changed to a two-semester
schedule and a credit-point course system this year, which has made possible
an increased flexibility in course offerings.
No coordination or rationalisation of the Asian courses, as they developed
over the years in the various departments, has been attempted.
Several years
ago, following the announcement that Griffith University was to be created as
the second university in the Brisbane metropolitan area, the University
Senate directed the Professorial Board to "do something" about coordinating
instruction concerning Asia.
As a result, there was established within the
Faculty of Arts in mid-1972 a Board of Studies in Asian Studies which included

both all staff teaching Asian courses and the Heads of their respective
departments. However, in discussions since then, under the Chairmanship of
the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, the Board has not been able to reconcile such
problems as:
Should interdisciplinary courses be organised and offered?

Should there be a BA degree programme in Asian Studies?
What Asian languages, and to what level, should be required?
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Professor Singhal, who holds the second Chair in History (and is a specialist
on India) has been an ardent advocate for some sort of Asian programme.
The
other Professor with Asian interest is Professor Ackroyd, head of the
Department of Japanese. No other full Professor or head of department is
an Asian specialist, hence the Asianists are vastly under-represented in the
Faculty of Arts Board and especially on the Professorial Board. At present
the Board of Studies in Asian Studies is dormant;
a new Dean of Arts took
over in 1974 and, as Chairman of the Board, has yet to call a meeting.

Some years ago, the staff in Ancient History shifted from the History
Department to join the Classics language staff and form the Department of
Ancient History and Classics. Using this precedent, the seven staff with
Asian interests (out of 30) in the History Department sought to create a
separate Department of Asian History.
This was not approved by the Profes
sorial Board for administrative and financial reasons.

What is lacking at Queensland is any sort of University administrative
leadership to create a coordinating body for Asian Studies that works.
Also
with the opening of Griffith University in 1975, there will be a need to
make transfers of credit easier between universities.

The existing diversity of Asian interests is revealed by the following:
(1)

The one department of Asian language is the Department of Japanese.
It began instruction in 1966 and now has 11 full-time staff, 3 parttime staff, and the largest enrolments in Japanese of any university in
Australia.
Its offerings in 1974 include:
First-year subjects (semester courses)

Introductory Japanese A-I and A-II (speaking and understanding)
Introductory Japanese B-I and B-II (reading and writing)
The Japanese People Today, and Bases of Japanese Culture (modern Japan)

The Japanese Mind as seen in Literature I and II (literature)
Second-year subjects (semester courses)
Media Japanese A-I
Media Japanese B-I and B-II
Technological Japanese

Modern Literary Texts, and Modern Literature A
Historical Texts I, and Classical Literature A

Religion in Japanese Culture, and Japanese in Social Context
The Japanese Culture and Teaching Methods, and Japan and Australia

(each half-semester subjects)
Third-year subjects (semester courses)
Media Japanese A-II
Interpretership
Written Communications

Classical Literary Texts, and Classical Literature B

Theory of Translation I and II (the latter a half-semester course)
Teacher's Course
Historical Texts

II
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Sino-Japanese (Kambun)
Modern Literature B

Japanese Research

In Depth Study of a Selected Japanese Author
Principles of Japanese Criticism
Japanese Poetry

Japanese Art and Aesthetics
Early Japan
Medieval Japanese Culture

The State and Individual in Japan (half-semester course)
Development of Social and Economic Bases of Modern Japan (half-semester
course)

The Department of Japanese also offers instruction in Chinese (Mandarin)
as follows:

First-year subjects (semester courses)
Introductory Chinese A-I and A-II
Introductory Chinese B-I and B-II
Second-year subjects
Intermediate Chinese A

and B

Modern Chinese Readings, and Chinese Linguistics (half-semester courses)
Sinological Research (half-semester course)
Third-year subjects
Advanced Chinese A

and B

Classical Chinese

Handwritten scripts (half-semester course)
The effects of creating a large number of 2, 3, and 4 point subjects of
semester or half-semester length is to increase the flexibility of
student choices and staff scheduling.
The subjects may be taken
separately or in combination, with concentrations emphasising the
spoken language, or reading and writing of modern colloquial Japanese,
or literature subjects, or cultural background subjects. The Chinese
courses are similarly divided between speaking and understanding, or
the reading and writing of modern colloquial Chinese, or additional
non-language Chinese courses. Alternate routes to a degree are half
language and then either half literature or half cultural background
subjects.

(2)

Department of Anthropology and Sociology
Advanced options in Anthropology include one-semester units on
Insular Southeast Asia, People of the Far East, and Nomads and

Conquerors - The Cultures of North and Central Asia (the latter is
unique in Australia). The research newsletter, Man in Southeast Asia,
is edited and published.
(3)

Department of Geography

Two Asian units are taught:
east Asia.

Insular Southeast Asia and Mainland South
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(4)

Department of Government

More units on Asia are taught here than in any other Australian university

department of government, political science, or politics. Nine semesterlong courses are offered in 1974, growing to twelve in 1975. These
latter will be:

First Year

- Governments of Asia I and II

Second Year

- choice of options (two semester units) on
India
Southeast Asia

Indonesia and the Pacific
China

Japan

Also beginning in 1975 will be a MA degree by course work and a MLitt
degree by thesis.
(5)

Department of History

The History Department offers a full range of one-semester units on Asia
both by area and era:
On South Asia

History of Asian Civilisations I
Political Thought in Early Asia
India 1526-1900
Modern India and Pakistan

Introduction to Asian Religions

Economic History of India) ,
t •._,
imi\ inm
India 1919-1947

, ^

^

,

„

N

\ (each two semesters - second-year Honours)
)

On Southeast Asia

History of Asian Civilisations I (as above)
Colonialism and Nationalism in Malaya
Colonialism in Southeast Asia
Nationalism and Revolution in Southeast Asia

Indonesia

Comparative Colonialism:

) (each two semesters -

Malaya and the Philippines) second-year Honours)

On East Asia

History of Asian Civilisations II
Early Modern China
Revolutionary China
Modern Japan

Japanese Thought and Society (two semesters - second-year Honours)
The above departments are all in the Faculty of Arts.
subjects are taught in other Faculties:
In Commerce and Economics

Economic Development A and B
Chinese Economic History
Japanese Economic History

Several other Asian
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In Education

Strategy of Education in South, Southeast, and Western Pacific Region
In Music

Music outside European Traditions

A further organisation at Queensland of relevance to Asian Studies is the

Institute of Modern Languages.

This was established by the University in

1934 (40 years ago!) to provide courses in modern foreign languages for
students whose needs were not served by secondary schools or by the Univer
sity. Institute courses emphasise the ability to speak and understand a
language, with reading and writing as secondary aims. Extensive use is
made of audio-lingual aids such as tapes and records, and classes use the

University's language laboratory (when not scheduled by classes of University
language departments). To ensure coordination of scheduling and proper
technical supervision the Director of the Institute is also Director of the

University's Language Laboratory.

Institute classes are held at the

University during regular academic semesters. A fee of $40 is charged each
student for 45 hours of instruction, plus $10 for an examination. Classes
are taught by part-time tutors who are native speakers, currently paid $8
per hour.

The Institute has a comprehensive language tape and book library for use by
students. Tape cassettes may be hired by enroled students and a nominal
charge of 20 cents for two weeks is made for tapes borrowed.
Certificates
of completion are issued to students successfully completing the optional
examinations held in November. The following languages are being offered
in 1974 (enrolment figures in parentheses):

"Aboriginal" (17) - (11 weeks in
second semester only)

Indonesian (100)
Italian (102)

Arabic (13)

Japanese (111)
Chinese (Mandarin) (36)
Polish (12)
Dutch (15)

Russian (24)
French (194)

Spanish (79)
German (195)
Swedish (13)
Modern Greek (25)

Modern Hebrew (15)
Classes are offered at Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced levels.
Facilities and tutors are available to teach Hindi, Neo-Melanesian (Pidgin),
and Latin, and these were scheduled, but there were not sufficient

registrants in 1974 to justify offering the courses.
(The minimum number
depends upon the language being offered and varies from six to ten.)
It should be noted that the State of Queensland has a high sensitivity to
the study of foreign languages, which are well entrenched in the secondary
schools, because everyone matriculating at the University of Queensland
must have a matriculation language.

The Institute of Modern Languages at Queensland reports to the Faculty of
Arts, whereas at the University of New South Wales the Institute of Languages
reports directly to the Vice-Chancellor. It seems to me that such an Insti
tute should more logically be attached to the Office of Continuing Education
or else be a separate organisation reporting to a Standing Committee of the
Professorial Board or directly to the Vice-Chancellor.
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GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY (Nathan, Qld, 4111)

TUESDAY 6 AUGUST 1974

(Temporary Address: 200 Evans Road,
Salisbury North, Old, 4107)
Persons Interviewed

Professor F.J. Willett, Vice-Chancellor

Professor Ho Peng-yoke, Chairman, School of Modern Asian Studies
(China)
Professor Arthur Brownlea (Australian Environmental Studies)

Mr. Colin Brown (History - modern Indonesia)
Mr. Simon Rigg,

School Administrator, School of Modern Asian Studies

Mr. Kelvin Crump, Principal Architect
Findings

This is a new university which will begin undergraduate teaching in March

1975.

It is the second university in Brisbane and the third in Queensland.

The intention is to offer "an alternative form of university education".
The differences lie in the scope of the various courses and the manner of
their organisation and teaching. Also, the academic organisation of the
university will differ from the more traditional Australian universities.
A tour was made of the site of the developing campus in a natural bushland
setting of some 438 acres on the southwest slope of Mt Gravatt, 10

kilometres from downtown Brisbane. Newcastle will no longer be unique in
Australia for its forest setting, and never have I seen such a density
of "blackboys".' The first four buildings, now under construction, include
Library, Humanities, Science, and University House.
The teaching and research work of the University will be focussed on
problems and themes rather than subject-matter disciplines, and organised
not by departments but into four Schools:
Australian Environmental Studies
Humanities

Modern Asian Studies
Science

The Chairman of each School is a de facto Dean with autonomous powers over
budget, staffing, curriculum, students. The initial Chairmen of Schools

hold office for five years; their successors will be appointed from amongst
the Professors, Readers, and Senior Lecturers of the School by Council on
the recommendation of the Vice-Chancellor ofter he consults with the avail

able full-time members of the faculty of the School.

The Chairman's appoint

ment initially shall be for one term of three yearss but there is provision
for him or her to serve a maximum of two three-year terms.
All matters relating to Asia are concentrated in the School of Modern Asian

Studies, which will focus on China, Japan, and Southeast Asia. A Pass
Degree course will combine one Asian language with a social science subject

(or be composed of two social science subjects for students lacking language
aptitude).
The curriculum consists of:

Per cent

Foundation course (a first-year team-taught
theme course taken by all students who are thus
exposed to all facets of the School)

16.66

Link Course (a ^irst-year interdisciplinary course
centred on cortact between East ~nd West in modern times ..

8.33
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Per cent

First Main Subject (a social science begun in
first year and completed in second year)

33.33

Second Main Subject (intensive language study begun
in second year and completed in third year)

33.33

Integrating Course (third-year course bringing together
a social science and a language)

ms

8.33
100.00

The languages to be taught are Modern Chinese (1975), Modern Japanese (1976),
and Bahasa Indonesia (1977), each taught as a tool subject, designed to provide
reading and oral skills. Whereas the University of Queensland requires all
students matriculating in its Faculty of Arts to have passed a foreign language
at Senior level of a secondary School, Griffith University has no such entrance
requirement.

The University proposes to establish a Language Centre as a means of making the
most effective use of expert staff and of more readily adapting to changes in
the different languages taught and in the number of students studying each
language.

The Language Centre will operate as an academic unit in its own

right.

i^^
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JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY OF NORTH QUEENSLAND

(Townsville, Qld, 4811)

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY

7 and 8 AUGUST 1974

Persons Interviewed

Professor K. J. C. Back, Vice-Chancellor

Professor R. T. Sussex, Dean, Faculty of Arts
Professor John Oliver, Head, Department of Geography (India)
Professor B. J. Dalton, Head, Department of History
Professor W. A. Scott, Head, Department of Behavioural Sciences
(Japan)

Dr P. P. Courtenay (Geography - Southeast Asia, Malaysia)
Drs B. B. Hering (History and Politics - Indonesia)

Mr Peter Burns (Indonesian languages)
Mr Kenneth R. Orr (Education - India, Indonesia)

Mrs A. D. Kehl (Geography - Indonesia, Malaysia)
Mr Clive Moore (History - Indonesia)
Findings

This University began in 1961 as University College, Townsville within the
University of Queensland.
It thus was structured on the Queensland model
with Faculties and Departments. Not until 1970 did the University become

independent as the State's second university. As Australia's only university
wholly within the tropics (latitude 19° South), it has logically developed a
bit of a tropical focus (e.g., tropical veterinary science, marine biology,
sugar chemistry). However, the content of university instruction is still
more Antipodean than Australasian.
currently is about 1600.

Growth has been slow:

student enrolment

Within the Faculty of Arts there are three departments that independently

have developed units of instruction relating to island Southeast Asia (the
Malay world):
Department of Geography

Geography 305 Modernisation and Southeast Asia - Dr P. P. Courtenay;
Tutor:

Mrs A. D.

Kehl

Department of Modern Languages

Indonesian 201 Indonesian Language - Mr Peter Burns
Department of History

History 202 South East Asian Civilisation - Drs B. B. Hering,
Dr Howard T. Fry; Tutor: Mr Clive Moore
History 302 History of Island South East Asia - Drs B. B. Hering,
Dr Howard T. Fry
History 312 Aspects of Modern Indonesian Social and Political

Development (Honours) - Drs B. B. Hering

History 402 The Nationalist Movement in the Philippines (Honours) Dr Howard T. Fry
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The courses listed above are set forth in the Handbook under the heading

"South East Asian Studies".

The University encourages students interested

"*

in the area to take full sequence of courses leading to the "maximum concen
tration on South East Asia".

It should be noted that the course on the Philippines is the only such course
in Australia. This has led to the University library, though small, taking

special interest in purchasing English language materials on the Philippines.

"*•

Further, a Department of Politics or Government does not yet exist in the
University. Within the last week Professor Scott has arrived to head the

new Department of Behavioural Science (to include Social Psychology,
Anthropology, and Sociology).

The other relevant course is offered in the Faculty of Education:
Education 513
Mr K.

R.

***

Problems of Education in Developing Societies -

Orr

Indonesian language is being offered for the first time this year, as a

second-year subject.

In 1976 it may be a first-year subject.

There are

^

no immediate plans to expand beyond the one year of instruction. In
addition, however, there is an Institute of Modern Languages (as there is
at the University of Queensland in Brisbane). This was set up in 1972 to
provide courses in modern languages for persons whose needs are not
served by secondary schools or by the University. The Asian languages

available are Indonesian, Chinese, and Japanese.

m

The present programme focussed on island Southeast Asia evolved from an

interdisciplinary course offered during the four years 1969 through 1972
that involved up to five staff (Geography, Education, History). Absences
of staff on study leave and by resignation, and growth of specialisation

in the History Department all contributed to the breakup of the interdisciplinary course.

^

The result has been that there is no "general

education" course for all students in the University, but rather only for
those majoring in history or geography.

f!^
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NORTH AUSTRALIA RESEARCH UNIT (NARU)
(PO Box 3121, Darwin, NT, 5794)

FRIDAY-SATURDAY 9-10 AUGUST 1974

Person Interviewed

Dr F. H. Bauer, Field Director
Findings

The North Australia Research Unit (NARU) was created in 1974 as an arm of

the Research School of Pacific Studies, Australian National University.

It is modelled upon ANU's older and very successful New Guinea Research
Unit, and is intended to provide a permanent base in support of research
of all kinds relating to northern Australia (northern Western Australia,
Northern Territory, and northern Queensland). Its primary mission will be
to assist all researchers, of what department or school of the Australian
National University, working in the north, but its facilities will be made
available on a cooperative basis to research scholars of other universities
as well.

The appointment of Dr Bauer was effective only as of 1 July 1974 and he and
his wife, June, arrived in Darwin only on 2 August. Plans have been drawn
for the initial phase of construction of the building, and a site selected
just off the main road to the north of the airport at Darwin. Dr Bauer
will be visiting a number of Australian universities (James Cook, Queensland,
Griffith, New England, ANU, Adelaide, Western Australia, Murdoch) during
late August-September-October of this year to confer with scholars who have
been, or are, specialising in research on or relating to the Australian
north.

Appointments of two research scholars for 1975 have been advertised.
Emphasis, initially, has been given to contemporary socio-economic studies
of the role of Aborigines in relation to Australian society. Eventually,
however, all other relevant aspects of contemporary social science research
are expected to be supported. This could well include support for research
about Asian peoples in the north (e.g., Chinese community in Darwin,
Japanese in Broome, Indonesian sea contacts, etc.).

I should add that Dr Bauer and I have a personal relationship of long
standing. He was a colleague of mine in the Geography Department at the
University of California, Riverside during 1960-61, and at California
State University, Hayward from 1965-1974.
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AN OVERVIEW OF ASIAN LANGUAGES IN AUSTRALIA

In accordance with Section 16 of the Australian Universities Commission Act

1959-1971, the Minister for Education in 1973 requested the Australian
Universities Commission to report on -

(i)

the desirability and feasibility of the Australian

Government taking

steps to encourage the wider development of studies in universities
in the language and cultures of people who represent a significant

component of Australia's migrant intake, including studies in Modern
Greek;

(ii)

and

the present state of linguistics in Australian universities, particu
larly Aboriginal linguistics, and any steps that might be desirable
to take in order to develop such studies further.

Subsequent to the original request the Minister agreed that the consideration
of the total range of language activities of tertiary institutions should be
widened to include Asian languages. The Minister has determined that any

proposals which may arise from the Commission's report will be considered in
the context of the 1976/78 triennium and that special grants are not envis
aged during the 1973/75 triennium.
To assist the Commission in this task, the Commission in 1973 established a
working party. The membership of the Working Party in Languages is:
Professor Leonie Kramer, Professor of Australian Literature,
University of Sydney, and member of the Australian Universities
Commission (Chairman)

Professor J. J. Auchmuty, Vice-Chancellor and Principal,
University of Newcastle

Sir George Cartland, Vice-Chancellor, University of Tasmania
Professor R. M. W. Dixon, Head of the Department of Linguistics,
School of General Studies, Australian National University
Professor P. H. Partridge, Professor of Social Philosophy,
Research School of Social Sciences, Australian National University,
and Member of the Australian Universities Commission

Professor R. T. Sussex, Head of the Department of French, James
Cook University of North Queensland

Dr E. S. Swinbourne, Deputy Chairman, Commission on Advanced
Education.

Secretarial services are provided by Mr A. M. Malloy of the Australian
Universities Commission Secretariat, to whom further enquiries regarding the
activities of the Working Party should be directed.

The Working Party first met in Canberra on 12 February 1974 and again on

12 June, and will be reporting to the Commission In November/December 1974,
with a view to having its recommendations included in the Commission's
Sixth Report which is due for release in May 1975.
This Working Party on Languages has gathered, via questionnaires, a great
deal of information about the teaching of all languages in secondary and
tertiary levels throughout Australia. The first figures released appeared
in The Australian on 1 June 1974 in the following article by Graham Williams,
about language study in secondary schools, which is herewith quoted in full:

s®\
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"Secondary Level Language Study 'On Decline'
Most of the languages taught in senior secondary schools will be extinct
as subjects within eight years at the present rapid rate of decline,

according to latest statistics (see Table 1).
The number of matriculation level (sixth form) candidates studying

one or more foreign languages dropped from 53 per cent in 1967 to

<^i

21 per cent last year.

Figures released by the Australian Universities Commission show the
number of candidates for all foreign languages except Italian is
declining year by year.

The most surprising result is that the vigorous growth of study of
Asian languages in the late '60s has peaked and begun falling in the
past two years.

It was long regarded as the key growth area of language study, with
teachers hoping that rises in this field would partly offset the
sharp decline in French, German, and Latin.

The AUC figures, the first Australia-wide study into languages, have
been compiled for one of its committees investigating the decline in
language study in the schools.

Language teachers and university arts faculties are concerned by the
dropping off, which has been evident for some time.
Most teachers had thought the Asian languages were faring well. This
survey shows that every one of the eleven languages except Italian is
sliding downhill.
The number of matriculation level candidates in Australia has doubled

from 43,710 in 1967 to 81,511 last year - but the total number taking
languages has dropped from 22,705 to 16,848.
The Asian languages - Indonesian, Chinese and Japanese - are becoming
less popular despite major promotion campaigns over the past few
years, and a huge injection of Indonesian teachers into schools.

/%

The numbers of matriculation-level candidates in Indonesian rose from

181 in 1967 to 1190 in 1972 but dropped back to 1000 last year.
tf\

In Japanese, they rose from five in 1967 to 203 in 1972 but slipped
back to 200 last year. The number of candidates in Chinese has dropped
from 236 in 1967 to 129 last year.
Latin and French have been the major casualties in the foreign language
decline. The number of candidates in Latin in 1973 was only 840 23 per cent of the 2964 candidature in 1967.
The candidature in French fell from 15,344 in 1967 to 9950 last year,

while the numbers taking German dropped from 3118 to 3100.
On a State basis, Queensland is now the bastion of foreign language
study, especially in French and Japanese.

fS\

Queensland and Western Australia are the only States which have not
suffered a fall in French numbers.

In fact the candidature in French in Queensland last year was 30 per
cent compared with 12 per cent in NSW and 8 per cent in Victoria.

^^
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Latin is now almost non-existent in all States but NSW - 593 of last

year's 840 candidates were from NSW.
The rate of language study is still higher in NSW and Queensland than
in Victoria and South Australia - the two States most geared to
vocational school studies.

Queensland and NSW each supplied a third of the 3100 candidates in

German last year. In other States the language is almost extinct Victoria had only 486 candidates and Western Australia 239.
Italian is strongest in Victoria, which has the largest Italian
immigrant population, supplying 373 of the 1000 Italian candidates
last year, Western Australia 220 and NSW 174.

Japanese studies are spread out among the States, but NSW supplied

the bulk - 86 - of last year's 129 candidature in Chinese.
Indonesian has also been cultivated most in NSW, which supplied
80 per cent of the candidates last year.
The figures may under-estimate to a small extent the language
enrolments in Victoria because many students go on to colleges of
advanced education after fifth form, instead of matriculating in
sixth form."

Table 1:

Number of Students s itting for Various Languages at Matriculation
Level
1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

2964

2842

2105

1729

1288

968

840

French

15344

15882

15455

13446

11841

10800

9950

German

3118

3435

3590

3678

3477

3348

3100

468

787

757

786

884

913

1000

5

43

33

41

148

203

200

Chinese

236

294

321

260

263

206

129

Indonesian

181

449

552

960

1161

1190

1000

22705

24169

23323

21418

19664

18214

16848

43710

62082

67607

73933

71990

81430

81511

Latin

Italian

Japanese

*

TOTAL

Candidates in

all subjects

* Other languages offered include Spanish, Dutch, Hebrew, Russian and
Greek, all in very modest numbers. Totals here given include figures

for these other languages, in addition to the seven languages listed.

Source:

Working Party on Languages, Document 74/24.

At the University level, the Asian languages and linguistic course offerings
in 1974 are indicated in Table 2. One can see immediately that the greatest
emphasis on degree programmes in Asian languages is in Japanese and Chinese,

followed by Indonesian/Malay. Philippine and mainland Southeast Asian
languages are absent (except for Thai, begun this year at ANU), whereas
modern Indian languages are almost entirely neglected (first year Bengali
only at Melbourne and Hindi only at ANU). Other modern South Asian languages
are not taught in Australian universities.

NyLanguage
o
H

o

£>
Cd

•H

•H

cd
U

University^

d)

u
CO

<

CO

•H

d)

4J

U

M
H
Cd

s

•H

CO

•H

H

cd

0)
CO

§

C
•H

•H

cd

0)

c
•H

cd

PC

CO

H

O

0)
CO

(1)

pi
cd
ex
cd
•-}
!

Western

Indoesian/

Australia

Adelaide

UH

M

Malay

(75)

UH

M

(75)

Flinders
Melbourne

UHP

UH

UHP

M

Monash

UH

UHP

UHP

UHP

UHP

UHP

M

U

La Trobe

Australian
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2
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1
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1

5
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8
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The trends in total enrolments in language and linguistic courses in
Australian universities over the years 1970-1973 are noted in Table 3.

Table 3:

Total Language and Linguistic Enrolments in
Australian Universities, 1970-1973
1970

1971

1972

1973

3268

3261

3119

3164

378

359

351

305

2415

2387

2208

2246

Modern Asian Languages Enrolments

477

515

559

612

Linguistics Enrolments

151

181

219

276

Total Language Course Enrolments

(excluding linguistics)
Classical Languages Enrolments
Modern European Languages Enrolments

(includes Arabic and Syriac.'.') . . .

Source:

Working Party on Languages, Document 74/3

Enrolments in Classical Languages have steadily declined (19.3 per cent in
four years), at which rate they would disappear by the year 1987. Modern
European language enrolments also have declined, but less drastically

(7 per cent in four years). The modest growth in modern Asian languages
(22 per cent in four years) has not been sufficient to offset the decline
in other language courses.

Total student loads in Asian languages and linguistic courses in 1973 are
indicated in Table 4. Quite in contrast with Table 2 on the number of
degree programmes, the greatest number of student enrolments in Asian

languages at Australian universities are in Indonesian/Malay, followed by
Japanese, then Chinese, then Hebrew.

The largest programmes, in terms of

enrolments, are, in order,

Indonesian/Malay . . . Sydney, Monash, ANU, Melbourne
Japanese

Queensland, Monash, Sydney, ANU

Chinese

ANU, Sydney, Melbourne, Queensland

Hebrew

Sydney, Melbourne

At the adult (extension or continuing education) level for non-degrees
(Table 5), enrolments in Asian languages in 1973 differed from that of
undergraduates. Japanese (487 enrolments) was dominant, followed by
Indonesian/Malay (326), then Chinese (85), Hindi (11), Modern Hebrew (11),
and Korean (6).
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Table 4:

Total Student Load (E.F.T.S.) in Asian Language
Courses, Australian Universities, 1973
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Modern Hebrew

Table 5:

Enrolments in Non-Degree Asian Language
Courses, Australian Universities, 1973
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7
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SUMMARY

Language and area studies is a highly diverse and decentralised scholarly
activity, as the foregoing statement abundantly indicates. Consequently,
in concluding a detailed, essentially descriptive analysis, some summation

^

and evaluation seem necessary.

*

There will be seventeen (17) universities in Australia in 1975, with the
openings of Murdoch and Griffith. The status of Asian-oriented programmes
among them can best be compared by arranging them into seven (7) groups by
increasing order of complexity (coverage, thoroughness), indicating the
general attributes of each.
Group 1

*S|

University organised by Faculties and departments;
No degrees offered in Asian Studies;
No interdisciplinary courses on Asia;
Only a few Asian-content courses, introduced independently in
several departments:
No Asian languages (or one year only of one language);
No administrative organisation that brings together Asian-oriented
academic staff.

The four (4) universities with these attributes are:
1*»

La Trobe (founded 1967)
Tasmania (founded 1890)
Newcastle (founded 1951)

m

James Cook (founded 1961) - Indonesian language begun in 1974
Group 2

The first five of the above six attributes for Group 1 prevail;
there has been created a multidisciplinary organisation of academic
staff with Asian interests.

<**'

The three (3) universities with these attributes are:

New South Wales (founded 1949) - a proposal for a Centre for
Asian Studies is just being considered this year.
Macquarie (founded 1967) - its University Committee on Asian
Studies is inactive

New England (founded 1938) - a University Committee on Asian
Studies was created in 1973

Group 3
m

The first four of the above six attributes for Group 1 apply,
except that over time many more Asian-content courses have been
introduced in an un-coordinated way in various disciplines.
Programmes are offered in one or two Asian languages; and there
has been created a multidisciplinary organisation of academic
staff with Asian interests.

The two (2) universities with these attributes are:
I9n

Western Australia (founded 1911) - a University Committee on
Asian Studies and a Centre for Asian Studies was created

in 1966; Japanese Studies (including intensive language)
can be taken as an emphasis within the bachelor's degree
in Economics, or as courses within the Faculty of Arts.
/^»

Queensland (founded 1909) - Board of Studies in Asian Studies
created in 1972, but inactive in 1974. Degree programmes
in Japanese and in Chinese, combining language with either
literature or with cultural courses.

tm
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Group 4

The attributes for Group 3 apply except that the Centre for Asian
Studies acts as a de facto department offering both an inter
disciplinary course and also Asian language courses.

^

The one (1) university with these attributes is:
Adelaide

/»

Does not offer a degree programme In Asian Studies;

Interdisciplinary course, "Asian Development II";
Committee on Asian Studies established in 1973 acting as
.' a de facto department with Chairman,- budget, 'curric
ulum, .and staffing proposals. Asian language staff

to be appointed to Centre for Asian Studies, not
separate'language departments .'. (Chinese and Japanese
beginning in 1975.) ".
Group 5

University organised by Faculties and departments;
Several undergraduate degree programmes in Asian Studies, with

. language an integral part of programme;
May or may not have interdisciplinary courses on Asia;
Many Asian-content courses introduced independently in several
different departments;
Several Asian languages taught, with Bachelor of Arts degrees
offered in each, by separate departments;
Some sort of multidisciplinary administrative organisation of

_ „»

;

"^

^

Asian-oriented academic staff.

The four (4) universities with these attributes are:Melbourne

Middle Eastern Studies (Arabic, Hebrew, Syriac);

/»

Indonesian and Malayan Studies (Indonesian, Malay);
Oriental Studies (Chinese, Japanese);
Indian Studies (1 year of Bengali);
• Interdisciplinary course, "East Asian Studies I"
offered by departments of History, Oriental
Studies, and Political Science;
Interdepartmental Programme in Religious Studies;
Subcommittee on Asian Studies* reports to Standing
Committee of Heads of Departments of. the Faculty

«at

• of Arts.
Monash

Japanese (Japanese language and society + 2 years of

^

Chinese);

Indonesian and Malay Languages (Indonesian/Malay);
Standing Committee on Southeast Asian Studies

(but see also the entry for Monash in Group 7).
Sydney

/»>

Oriental Studies (Chinese, Japanese);
Indonesian and Malayan Studies (Indonesian);
University Committee on Asian Studies revived in 1973 and
has just organised a Centre for Asian Studies.
Australian National University, School of General Studies

Faculty of Asian Studies offers Bachelor's, Master's, arid
PhD degrees in Arts (Asian Studies) + combined degrees with
other Faculties.

It is organised into six departments

Asian Civilisations (prehistory, history, philosophy,
and offers interdisciplinary regional units),
Chinese,

Indonesian Languages and Literatures (Indonesian/Malay),
Japanese,

Linguistics,

South Asian and Buddhist Studies (Sanskrit, Hindi)

^
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Group 6

University organised by Schools or Faculties but with no
departments;

Degree programmes in Arts, but specifically identified as focussed
on Asia, with emphasis upon contemporary social sciences and
with Asian languages subordinate thereto;

Asian languages planned as part of degree programme but not yet
implemented;
/ffl)

Programme organised around a major cultural realm (a part of Asia,
not the whole);
Interdisciplinary course(s) with Asian focus;
Additional Asian-content units offered in other programmes.
The three (3) universities with the above attributes are:

Murdoch (to open in 1975)
Chinese Studies (Chinese) "Introduction to East Asian
Civilisation"

Southeast Asian Studies (Malay) "Introduction to South
East Asian Civilisation"

Flinders (founded 1963)

School of Social Sciences offers interdisciplinary units
and programmes in Asian Studies, organised by a
multidisciplinary Asian Studies Committee (with
teaching credit to the participating disciplines).
The focus is on Southeast Asia. Indonesian/Malay
language instruction requested for 1975/76.

^

Griffith (to open in 1975)
School of Modern Asian Studies;

Interdisciplinary Foundation and Link courses, plus one
social science subject;

m

Intensive language study in second and third years,
Modern Chinese (1975), Modern Japanese (1976),
Indonesian (1977).

Group 7

Emphasis on advance (post-graduate) degrees relating to Asia but
offered In separate departments.
The two (2) universities with this attribute are:
Monash

Centre for Southeast Asian Studies (created 1964) is

exclusively devoted to coordinating postgraduate student

^

and staff research in Social Sciences, particularly in
Indonesia

and Malaysia.

Australian National University, Institute of Advanced Studies
Research School of Pacific Studies includes departments of
Far Eastern History

Pacific and Southeast Asian History
+ Director's Section on South Asia

In addition, interest in Southeast Asia is included in

^

<^>

(9>

the Departments of Anthropology, Economics, Human
Geography, International Relations, Linguistics, and
Political and Social Change.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In October 1973, the American Academy of Political and Social Science
published a volume (Monograph 17 in its series) entitled Language and
Area Studies Review, by Professor Richard D. Lambert (hereinafter
referred to as Lambert, 1973). Its 490 pages report the results of a
four-year intellectual and organisational assessment of area studies in
the United States, undertaken under the sponsorship of the Social Science
Research Council at the request, and with the support, of the US Office
of Education.
It revealed that in the United States in 1969, some 3803
language and area specialists in 203 organised graduate-level programmes
taught 8890 substantive courses dealing with the various world areas to

65,243 graduate students (of whom 3014 were training to be specialists),
and to 227,541 undergraduates. Language courses given by these programmes
had an enrolment of 91,029. Another 417 programmes were identified, all
offering undergraduate courses only. Note that there were 3.2 students
enrolled in substantive courses for each 1 student in a language course.

The nearest Australian counterpart of the Lambert survey was the study
undertaken between March 1969 and August 1970 by the Advisory Committee
on the Teaching of Asian Languages and Cultures, established by the
Commonwealth Government with the agreement of the State Ministers for
Education.
The Committee, under the chairmanship of Professor J.J.
Auchmuty, Vice-Chancellor and Principal of The University of Newcastle,

published its report in August 1960, entitled
Languages and Cultures in Australia
1970).

The Teaching of Asian

(hereinafter referred to as Auchmuty,

The two reports are comparable only in part. The Archmuty report dealt
only with Asia as a whole, whereas the Lambert survey examined five kinds
of programmes: Latin American, East European, Middle Eastern, African, and
Asian Studies. Auchmuty covered both secondary schools and tertiary
educational institutions, whereas Lambert investigated only the latter.

Whereas both reports were prepared on the basis of individual submissions
and extensive questionnaires, Lambert made site visits to 35 US colleges
and universities and had interviews with participants in 85 language and
area programmes. In 1974, as I made my Australian study-trip and inter
viewed 192 persons at 17 universities, I realised that I was the first
person ever to do so for Asian Studies at Australian universities.

In 1973 the Australian Universities Commission (AUC) established a Working
Party on Languages, under the chairmanship of Professor Leonie Kramer,
Professor of Australian Literature at the University of Sydney. Its task
is to examine and make recommendations on the development of languages and

cultures of people who represent a significant component of Australia's
migrant intake (explicitly mentioned were Greek and Aboriginal linguistics;

Asian languages were included only subsequent to the original request).
The Working Party has gathered, via questionnaires, a great deal of infor
mation about the teaching of all languages in secondary and tertiary

levels throughout Australia.

It will report to the A.U.C. in November/

December 1974 with a view to having its recommendations included in the
Commission's Sixth Report due for release in May 1975 advising on the

appropriations to be made to all Australian universities for the 1976/
78 triennium.

In its recommendations, the Auchmuty report gave most emphasis to language
instruction and very short shrift indeed to instruction about Asia in
other disciplines (arts, history, social sciences, applied sciences,
philosophy and comparative religion). This was a mistake, which is
being repeated (perpetuated?) in the present charge to the A.U.C. Working
Party on Languages. The emphasis of concern about languages only is a
carryover from the era when Classical and Orientalist Studies were the

dominant educational styles (which even the Chinese today have abandoned)
and overlooks the key role of contemporary education as a democratization
process. My concern is that in a democracy it is first necessary to
instill motivation in students so that they come to understand why they

m
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need to know more about a subject, and that it is counter-productive to impose

a language requirement based upon a "we know what's good for you" approach.

^

It follows that only after students have learned enough about the total
culture of an Asian people to become reasonably familiar with its content,
its value system, and life-style, will they be sufficiently motivated to
tackle with enthusiasm the task of learning to speak and understand the

language and read and write the literature, as the "code-system" for probing
more deeply into that Asian culture.

A

RECOMMENDATION 1:

Since the recommendations of the Working Party on Languages are very
likely to determine the allocation of funds for language and area
studies in Australian universities for the next four years (through
1978) the Working Party should recommend that first emphasis be
placed upon allocating resources to instruction in the arts and social
sciences about Asia, rather than only upon language courses per se,
provided that universities do so in accordance with an integrated
plan.

As a result of my research on the developments in Australian universities
relating to instruction about Asia I have come to the conclusion that the
older universities, organised to include a Faculty of Arts within which
departments are nearly autonomous, have had the least success in organis
ing or coordinating a coherent programme of instructional units relating
to Asia, and almost no success whatever in creating and sustaining multidisciplinary courses.

$&*.

The curricula of the older universities were, and largely remain, centred
on the st?idy of European cultures. Indeed the Faculty of Arts in most
Australian universities can also be described as "Schools of European Studies"
In the thirty years since the end of World War II and the collapse of the
colonial era in Asia, Australian academia has been painfully slow to re
adjust to the drastically revised world order in which Australia exists.
The decline of British preponderance, the independence of India and Pakistan,
the Communist triumph in China, North Vietnam, and North Korea, the economic
resurgence of Japan and the oil producing and exporting countries of South
west Asia have

created a new environment for relations between Australia

and her new neighbours to the north. Within Southeast Asia the colonial
regimes were displaced, one by one, in the Philippines, Burma, Malaya,

Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, and these new regimes have had to
face crucial economic, social, and political problems. Australia has had
to reshape its foreign and domestic policies and reappraise its popular
attitudes to Asian peoples, but vigorous pace-setting in informing the
future citizenry about Asian cultures and peoples is not apparent at

/IN

most universities. Most instruction is designed within the context of
degrees in specialised disciplines for a restricted few, rather than ful

filling the function of liberal or general education of the many.
A corollary of the above conclusion is that the newest universities without
separate departments, or those organised by Schools of Social Sciences, or
the Australian National University with its unique Faculty of Asian Studies,
have been more successful in creating a greater emphasis on Asia. The new
educational programmes deserve to be observed closely to learn whether
they will more effectively bridge the intellectual and emotional gap
created by the distinctive cultural evolutions of Australia and the realms
of South, Southeast, and East Asia.

m>
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As a direct consequence of the traditional university organization, the
Asian content that has been introduced into the curricula of most

Australian universities has been piece-meal and spasmodic. The result
is an inadequate patchwork. The traditional organisation of universities
by which autonomous departments originate curricular proposals creates
a situation in which new directions of incremental growth are highly
likely to lack coordination. Thus one department may be stimulated to
hire a specialist, say, on Japan, another department one on India, and

J^\
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then each newly arrived member of the academic staff seeks higher priority

or "supremacy" for his region of Asia over all others.
Overall, departments of history, which is highly area-specific in its
course structure, have employed and produced more Asian specialists than
any other discipline. The social science fields span a spectrum from
those with specific regional or cultural interests (e.g. anthropology,
economic history, government or politics, geography) to those seeking

universals (e.g. sociology, social psychology, economics). There has
been a very evident tendency to "leave Asia" to the first four subjects
listed above — a "they will take care of it and we need not bother"
attitude.

Conspicuously near-absent in Australian universities is instruction
about Asian developments in such fields as agriculture, architecture,
comparative religions, fine arts (ceramics, dance, drama, painting,
sculpture, theatre), law, music, philosophy, public health, sociology.
These latter principally are the fields that need stimulus and aid, with
all due encouragement from the already established disciplines dealing

with Asian subject matter to "come join us". No discipline that seeks
"universals" dare ignore or omit consideration of Asian peoples who
comprise more than one-half of mankind.
RECOMMENDATION 2:

The present Working Party on Languages of the A.U.C. should point
out the methods in detail and recommend that language instruction
be offered in universities in several other effective and less

expensive ways than through establishment of professorial chairs
and of departments of language and literature, and specifically
should differentiate between basic skill instruction (the first
two years of requiring a tool for use in conjunction with another
discipline,) and the specialized study of a language, its liter
ature and linguistics at a more advanced level as a subject in
its own right.

It is a measure of the slowness of academic institutions to effect

changes that the stimulus of the Auchmuty report of 1970 is nowhere
visible as yet in Australian universities.
In 1974, eight of the
fifteen Australian universities still do not offer instruction in any
Asian language. Two other universities (Japanese at Western Australia,
Indonesian at James Cook) offer but one Asian language. Thus five
universities (Melbourne, Monash, Australian National, Sydney and

Queensland) continue to offer most of the university-level instruction
in Asian languages, but these same five were doing so for many years
prior to the 1970 report.
Not until 1975 will new programmes in Asian languages appear. Two will
be integral parts of the two newly-opening universities (Murdoch in the
Perth metropolitan area of Western Australia, and Griffith in Brisbane,

Queensland.) The others will be at Adelaide and possibly at Flinders
and Newcastle, assisted by interim grants from the Asian Studies Co
ordinating Committee of the Australian Department of Education, which
has the task of assisting the implementation of the recommendations of
the Auchmuty report.
Consideration should be given to making available Lecturer positions
in Asian languages as integral parts of existing university departments
(such as History, Anthropology, Linguistics, etc.) where such languages
are supportive of the instruction and research in those departments
and which in turn will be adequately supported by student enrolments.
These language units, of course, should be open to all students and
not limited only to those enrolled in the host department.
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Another consideration is to expand the role of existing Language laborat
ories into Institutes of Modern Languages (as at the University of Queens
land for the past forty years) but divorcing them from control by any part
icular Faculty by attaching them to Departments of Continuing Education;

providing for greater continuity (length of service) by their academic
staffs: better integrating their instructional methods (that is, placing
equal emphasis upon instruction in reading, writing, understanding, and
speaking a language, not just on the technical capabilities of aural-oral
instruction via tapes or cassettes); and developing a national cooperative
service for the development of master materials (workbooks, tapes, diction
aries) for duplication and dissemination, upon request and need, to all
other Institutes at each university and college throughout Australia. It
is my belief that Australians would be better served by the postal service
bringing materials to a local Institute and there making them available at

modest fees, than to expect Australians to move a National Centre (or, at
present, to Canberra) for instruction in an Asian language other than the
present restricted threesome of Chinese, Japanese, and Indonesian/Malay.

IRECOMMENDATION 3:
The Working Party on Languages of the A.U.C.

should recommend an

expanded role for the Asian Studies Coordinating Committee of the
Australian Department of Education, specifically to encourage
experiments in instruction in the basic skills of a few major
languages of Asia not now being taught in any Australian university,

The Asian Studies Coordinating Committee has the task of assisting the
implementation of the recommendations of the Auchmuty report. It cannot
initiate proposals but only respond to those initiated by universities to
aid the preparation of secondary teachers in the three Asian languages
(Indonesian/Malay, Mandarin Chinese, and Japanese) recommended by the
Auchmuty Committee in 1970.

I fully agree with the Auchmuty report's main conclusion 9 (page 99):
"The Committee believes that there is a need for universities

to coordinate with State education authorities on the question

of deciding which Asian language to introduce.

(9.21)

The

Committee also believes that it is desirable to achieve some

measure of regional specialisation between universities in the

provision of Asian languages and studies (9.22)"
Such coordination is being achieved, but not regional specialization. The
effect of the emphasis upon three Asian languages only has had a stultifying
effect upon the development of any others. The stimulus of the Auchmuty
report of 1970 is that by 1975/76 all capital cities of all Australian states
(except Tasmania) will be exactly alike, each with two or three universities

collectively providing instruction in all three Asian languages (Indonesian/
Malay, Mandarin Chinese, and Japanese). I believe that it is time that
other Asian languages also be stimulated in a modest way, and also that

the A.U.C. needs to reconsider (in light of Recommendation 2, above) and
up-date its statement (Fourth Report, March 1969, page 37) that it regards
the Australian National University as the national centre for Asian languages
less in demand, and that other universities should not plan to introduce these
languages.

The Auchmuty report (para. 4.5, page 39) stated, "There is also evidence of
a strong demand, largely untapped, in the modern languages of the Indian
sub-continent. Previously (para 2.41, page 20) the report noted:

"..o There are also strong arguments for furthering the develop
ment of the languages and studies of the Indian sub-continent: the
very size of the population, the political influence of India and
Pakistan, and the fact of common membership of the Commonwealth of
Nations.

However the Committee noted the status of English as a

lingua franca of this part of Asia, and concluded that the need for

widespread study by Australians of the languages was less urgent".
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I can only agree that widespread study is less urgent, but the
Committee was quite wrong about the status of English. Certainly the
corpus of scholarly material is mainly in English but it is linguacentric myopia to assume that everything important is in English, as for
example in India where English is spoken by only a very thin veneer
of the educated. Knowledge of one of the Indian languages is essential
for field studies that require interviewing and the recording of oral
tradition. Some study of other modern South Asian languages is
urgent at an appropriate university; Hindi is offered at A.N.U.,
Bengali at Melbourne but there are no others. Whatever modern language

is offered, I would urge that it be accompanied by, or placed in the
context of study of the structures and histories of Indian languages^
(plural) as being more appropriate as a foundation for area special
ization, since it would help prospective Indian specialists to under
stand cultural groupings and social communication.

RECOMMENDATION 4:

An intensive nation-wide survey should be undertaken for Australia,
comparable to the Lambert> 1973 study for the United States, that
not only assesses all existing area study programmes, but also

includes a survey of the nation's needs (in government, non-profit
organizations, libraries, education, business, church organizations,
publishing, research organizations) for language and area special
ists to the year 2000 and makes recommendations on:
(i)

the desirability and feasibility of the Australian
Government taking steps to encourage the wider develop
ment of postgraduate studies in universities that
combine the advanced study of one or more disciplines
with specialization in the culture and language of nonWestern peoples, with emphasis upon individual countries;

(ii)

a rational plan for the relative level of need for area
specialists (by all major world regions and their con
stituent countries) and the means to stimulate the
fulfilment of such needs.

Academics tend to forget that the nation has other and higher needs than
to have them concentrate their principal efforts in training their

eventual academic staff replacements.

In the United States (Lambert,

1973), one-fifth of all area specialists are non-academics, two-thirds
of them having had formal training either as undergraduate or post

graduate students. They were divided 27% in government, 11% with
foundations or non-profit organisations, 11% with libraries, 8%
with primary or secondary schools, 7% with business, 4% with church
organizations, 3% with publishing, and another 3% with research organ
isations. Thus, in Australia, one probably should not put as much
weight upon commercial outlets for employment, or upon opinions of

businessmen regarding the value of Asian Studies as was done (and was
so influential) in the Auchmuty report of August 1970.

Academic area specialists in the United States are spread through 793
universities and colleges (about one-half of all the institutions of
higher education in the United States). Thirty percent are concentrat
ed in just 19 institutions, each with 40 or more specialists. About
three-quarters are located at postgraduate degree-granting universities
enroling 5,000 or more students. Only 2.5% of all area specialists
were born in the area on which they specialise. Other characteristics
were that:

67.8% of academic specialists had formal area training;
51% of Ph.D's did field work in an area and made some use of

the language of the area;
64% teach on campuses where there are organized area programmes
on their region;
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85% have visited the area in which they specialise;

Over 42% report that they do not read, write, or speak a language
of the area easily.

Lambert defines a qualified area specialist as one with at least two visits
to the area; total residence there of three or more years; has made one

trip in the last five years; and has one language skill (read, write, or
speak) rated "easily". By this definition, only an alarming 16% of the
area specialists in the United States qualify. And since the information
was based upon "self-rating" responses to questionnaires, a more object
ive figure would be less than 16%.
RECOMMENDATION 5:

It is time to set aside forever the use of the phrase "Asian Studies"
in any singular meaning for it is about as useful, and meaningless,

as saying "Western Studies" or "Trans-Atlantic Studies" or"Occidental
Studies" or "European Studies".
The concept of Asia as a monolithic entity is a European invention.
Its
continued use has disastrous consequences for the uninformed and serves
only to perpetuate out-moded stereotypes and prejudices. For example,
India alone is as large in area as the whole of Europe outside of the
U.S.S.R., and is far more populous and culturally complex. The idea,

therefore, of "Asian Studies" as a single "discipline" is nonsense.

There

are, in reality, five major cultural realms within Asia, with the Soviet
Union encompassing a sixth. These are Southwest Asia (the Moslem-Dry
realm that extends into North Africa), South Asia, Southeast Asia, China,
and Japan.
Each is so varied from the others that they require detailed
study in their own right. And in Australia, at present, neither the South
Asian nor the Persian-Arab-Hebrew-Turkish complex of Southwest Asia is
receiving appropriate academic attention.

Lambert (1973) objects that the use of even these five regional names
within Asia is misleading.

As he says: the use of broad world area rubrics

rather than country names to designate regions of specialisation is firmly
embedded in our general notions about area studies, in the organisation
of university programmes to nurture them, in the separate scholarly tribes
that inhabit them, and the funding programmes that support them. The
rubrics South Asian, Southeast Asian, East Asian Studies have been used as

if they were internally homogenous, and as if expertise with respect to one
country or section within a region were the same as expertise regarding
all of them. In the early days of relatively superficial research and
writing, it was at least conceivable that one could consider himself a

Latin Americanist, or an Africanist, or a South Asianist and, by the then
current standards, have a sufficient knowledge of all or most of the count
ries of the region to have his opinions taken seriously. This was espec
ially true for those world areas which were dominated early by the Orient
alist-style textual studies that sought to illuminate the great classical
civilisations as a whole. In more recent years, world area rubrics have
remained just as broad, but scholarly competences have been more and more
limited to a single or a few countries within a region.
The fragmentation of the world into mutually exclusive assignments for
individual scholars is also reproduced in the general organisation of
language and area studies. The domain of campus units almost always
coincides with the broad area rubrics.

Where there are area-focussed,

multiregional teaching units on a campus, or units attempting to operate

under the collective name "Asian Studies", it is almost always a sign of
a young and weak programme. As small transregional programmes grow,
Asian Studies programmes split into East Asian and Southern or South
and Southeast Asia programmes; East Asian programmes split into Chinese,
Japanese, and perhaps Korean Studies programmes. When there are a number
of area programmes on a campus they tend to be friendly rivals, rarely
natural allies, nor do they share personnel. Difficulties are exacer
bated by placing them all into a single academic unit and thereby expecting
them to cooperate.
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RECOMMENDATION 6:

National multidisciplinary organizations are needed to coordinate
and disseminate information relevant to the five different cult

ural realms within Asia: Southwest, South, Southeast, China and
Japan. Support for these organizations should derive in part
from the Australian Department of Education, the Social Science
Research Council of Australia, private foundations, gifts from
individuals, and by subscriptions of members.

In my visits to the Australian universities it was apparent that

academics generally were acquainted with their discipline counter
parts at other universities but not necessarily with those in other
disciplines specialising in the same region or country. The wide
spread ignorance,however, of specialists in one major region of
Asia about the work of those in other major regions clearly under
scores my point about the several cultural realms being so different

and complex that one cannot specialize on the whole of Asia (except
in a comparative way for a limited topic and time period).

The natural multidisciplinary regionally-oriented organisations that
are needed should not be limited to academics but open to all

persons (business, government, industry, tourists, students, general
public) who have "learned that they need to learn more" about a
country or region in which they have an interest.

Each of the five regionally-focussed organisations should have its
most important function in "external" relations5 utilising its
Australian members to maintain truly operative linkages with the
localised centres of activity that exist in all of the countries of
Asia. I envisage each organization (Institute?) for its respective
region of Asia serving as a centre to facilitate research and study
in (as well as about) that part of Asia by Australians of varying
levels of interest, because of its established affiliations and

concern for comparative work.

(In this regard, the Australian-Asian

Universities Cooperative Scheme ought to be renamed, to avoid its
misleading title, or preferably be expanded beyond its narrow focus
on agriculture to include ecology, public health, and the social
sciences, and its area limitations to Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore).

RECOMMENDATION 7:

Increased importance needs to be placed upon making universities in
to centres for life-long learning (Continuing Education) and
upon the role of postgraduate degrees, including Master by course
work or by a mix of course work and thesis.

Sound area studies rest on a mastery of an area's language and culture,
of its scholarly literature, familiarity with the work of scholars
in a variety of disciplines concerned with the area, and first-hand
experience of living and operating among the peoples in the country
or region.

The acquisition of such mastery is the continuing work

of a lifetime, for which only the kindling of enthusiasm and the
learning of essential techniques can be obtained during the few years
a person is at a university.
I believe that participation in the active life of a university commun
ity is for all those of whatever age who will benefit thereby. To

paraphrase Mark Twain's remark: "Youth is such a wonderful age; it
is a shame to waste it on the very young", I conclude that universities
are such wonderful institutions that it is a shame to waste them by
subsidising the attendance of unmotivated youngsters.
I realise that
I am here at odds with the Australian Universities Commission's

practice of basing university budgets upon quantity (EFTS) and "product-

(®1

86

ivity" (number of graduates), which are easiest to tabulate and compare,
But quality is what uni

nation-wide, than to assess and reward quality.

versities are all about (in instruction, in research, in publication, in

public service) if any civilisation is to prosper and endure.
RECOMMENDATION 8:

The Australian Universities Commission and the Tertiary Education

Commissions in each State should support the creation of a consort
ium of tertiary education institutions, whose separate resources
are recognizably insufficient to stand alone and who can only achieve
by cooperation what individually is impossible. In Western Australia,
for example, I suggest the name THE AUSTRALIND INSTITUTE as an agency

to support teaching anc' research (at all established institutions)
ahout the areas of Asia and Africa that border upon the Indian

Ocean (Southeast Asia, South Asia, Middle East, East African) to
handle centralized functions more effectively and

expeditiously.

Problems common to all area studies programmes are:

High unit cost of language programmes;

Assembly of a critical mass of academic staff;
Acquisition of a basic teaching and research library
relevant to the area;

Deployment of students and academic staff overseas for
continued experience;
Attainment of external support to meet unusual costs, so that
the whole enterprise may grow and become stable.
The most distressing observation that I made during my round-Australia
study trip was the seeming lack of cooperation among programmes and
personnel at the several universities in each major metropolitan area.
Existing institutional arrangements stimulate an atmosphere of competit
ion and envy, and resources are spread all too thinly at each university
outside of Canberra.

A consortium arrangement among institutions situated relatively close to
one another can be a most useful device, and especially exciting if it is
conceived as a symbiotic relationship across educational levels as between
a University and its nearby colleges, whether colleges of advanced educat

ion or teachers colleges. In the United States (Lambert, 1973, p. 229)
there are 110 consortia for international studies with a total membership
of 980 institutions. Nineteen involve language and a:.ea studies, and more
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than 75 sponsor programmes for study abroad.

Lambert (1973) offers an interesting illustration of a consortium as a
mutual-reinforcing device, that of four liberal arts colleges in South
west Pennsylvania with the South Asia Regional Studies Department of the
University of Pennsylvania.
(1)

The Department notifies the four colleges of the availability of
visiting lecturers and performers:
provides advice and counsel
to the colleges on local library matters; and opens its own
collection to faculty and students at the four colleges;

(2)

Students at the four colleges may pursue their final year of
training at the University while taking their B.A. degree at
their home institution.

In addition, academic staff of the

colleges are welcomed for doctoral and/or post-doctoral study
at Pennsylvania;

(3;

Ph.D. candidates at the University returning from dissertation field
research serve as teaching apprentices for a year on the college
campuses. A light teaching load enables them to complete the writing

of their dissertations near their supervisors and near a major library
collection, while the supervised teaching experience is a good start

f&\
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for their careers. This arrangement, in turn, offers many benefits
to the colleges: the returning students bring up-to-date inform
ation and fresh-from-the-field enthusiasm; the staffing costs

/®\

are low; there is no commitment to permanent posts as the

apprentices can be used as a replacement for those on study leave.

(4)

The consortium maintains a programme of study abroad in South Asia
in which the University's undergraduates are welcome.

(5)

The four colleges are working toward a cooperative format of

fljsj

instruction. Each will have on its own campus the core dis
ciplines of history, political science, and a humanistic
survey course.
But, in a fruitful partitioning of responsibility,

each will also develop an agreed-upon advanced-level specialization
in one of the following:

/S!\

language and literature;
history and political science;
anthropology, sociology, economics:
humanities (arts, drama, music)
/^l

Students thus may begin at any campus, then do their advanced
work at the one which has their special interest.
What could a consortium do? What would be the collective responsibil
ities of its centralized office and staff? The following are suggested,

m

in no particular order of priority, as a service to all of the participat
ing institutions, to achieve results that individually they could not
accomplish:

(1)

developing and administering standardized language tests
and individualized instructional materials;

(2)

carrying language materials production from the stage where
the linguist and informant have finished with it to the

final copy, including rendering into script, typing, proof
reading, and reproduction.

(The current system of attaching this reproduction process
to each professional linguist who prepares materials is
highly inefficient especially if typewriters with nonRoman script are required, and results in the prolifer
ation of teaching materials that are incomplete, halfborn, ephemeral lessons that never reach full maturity);

/9%

(3)

,

preparing and regularly circulating substantive materials in
area languages, graduated by difficulty, and supplemented
by glossaries and notes (the purpose of this is to raise
and reinforce the level of language competence of existing
specialists);

(4)

creating machine storable and retrievable systems for
general and specialised bibliographies;

(5)

creating and maintaining a union catalogue of retrospective
and current materials on the cultural realm;

(6)

serving as the domestic base for joint overseas book acquisit
ion programmes;

(7)

maintaining of repository collections of the pamphlets, news
papers, government reports, and other materials which university
libraries now treat as ephemera (but vitally needed by those

M\

preparing to travel to and in a region)•
(8)

coordinating and facilitating exchange of students and professors
(to include a flexible pattern of short-term, more frequent visits,
and sharing the visitors among the institutions of the consortium);

(9)

providing a base for advanced research (one can dream here of a
Centre for Advanced Studies for resident scholars or fellows

on year-long appointments);
(10)

providing an administrative base for multi-university, trans
national collaborative research projects (either here, or prepar
ing for transfer to overseas bases);

(11)

managing the importation and touring of foreign government
officials, scholars, and performing artists who visit univers
ity campuses;

(12)

providing nonacademics in Western Australia with an academicstyle resource for area-and-language reinforcement and use;

(13)

monitoring and recommending policy on the future growth needs
for instruction and research, and the rationalization thereof,

•

among the institutions in the consortium;

(14)

attending to the constant surveying, reporting, bookkeeping, and
data storage of information about the consortium's area of
interest, and providing that information to government agencies,
public organizations, the communications media, and other nonacademic bodies;

(15)

providing a secretarial and administrative base for professional
associations and other more ad hoc developmental committees and
activities;

(16)

preparing joint proposals for securing extra-mural funds (gifts,
bequests, endowments, fellowships, research grants, contracts,

etc.) as approved by the consortium's governing board;
(17)

encouraging and participating in growing networks of multinat
ional scholarly relationships. This would include the establish
ment and maintenance of close working relationships with the
research institutions, universities, foundations, and govern
ment agencies in all overseas countries of interest, in order to

facilitate overseas study and residence for research and training
(e.g. making known current procedure and providing overseas
contacts for individual scholars; or administering study-abroad
programmes for Australian students in Asian countries; or assist
ing Asian students and scholars coming to the institutions in

Perth).

Included would be representation at international organ

izational conferences.

It seems important to ensure that more than enough functions are made the
responsibility of the centralized Institute so it will develop a critical
mass, a high degree of external recognition, and attract first-class people
to it. By their accomplishments will each metropolitan area be recognized
as an important research base, contributing its unique role to the Australian
nation and assisting in developing and disseminating knowledge about the many
peoples and cultures of the several cultural realms of Asia.
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APPENDIX A

WILLIAM L.

THOMAS - BRIEF CURRICULUM VITAE

Present Affiliation, March-November 1974:
Fulbright Senior Scholar - 1974

Centre for Asian Studies,
University of Western Australia,
Nedlands,
Western Australia 6009
Permanent Post:

Professor of Geography and Southeast Asian Studies (since 1971)
California State University, Hayward,
Hayward, California 94542, U.S.A.
University Degrees:

AB (Geology), University of California, Los Angeles, 1942
MA (Geography), University of California, Los Angeles, 1948

PhD (Geography and Southeast Asian Studies), Yale University, 1955
Academic Positions:

Instructor, Rutgers University, New Jersey, 1947-50
Assistant in Research, Southeast Asian Studies, Yale University, 1949-50
Assistant Director of Research, Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological
Research (New York City), 1950-57

Lecturer (part-time) in Geography, Yale University, 1955-56
Assistant to Associate Professor of Geography, University of California,
Riverside,

1957-63

Professor of Geography and Anthropology 1963 to 1971; Chairman of
Geography-Anthropology Department 19G3 to 1966; Chairman,
University Committee on Asian Studies, 1963 to 1965; and Chairman
of Geography Department, 1971 to 1974, California State University,
Hayward.

Visiting Professor at:

University of Nevada, Summer 1964
Louisiana State University, Spring 1966
University of Hawaii,

Summer 1966

University of Wisconsin-Madison, Fall 1966
University of Toronto, Fall 1968 and Fall 1969

Institute of Philippine Culture, Ateneo de Manila University,
Philippines 1970
University of Western Australia, Academic year 1974
Concurrent Employment:

Consultant (part-time), Far East Programme Division, Economic Co-operation
Administration;, Washington, D.C.,
1950-51

Geographer-consultant, US Navy, Pacific Missile Range, Pt Mugu,
California, Summers 1958 and 1959
Consultant, Committee on Effect of Herbicides in Vietnam, Division of
Agriculture, US National Academv of Sciences-National Research
Council, 1971-74
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Public Service:

Chairman, Section of Anthropology, The New York Academy of Sciences, 1953
and

1954

Chairman, New York Metropolitan Division, Association of American Geographers,
1954 and 1955

Organiser and Rapporteur for Section C, "Science and Technology in Asia and
their Social Impact", Sixth National Conference for UNESCO, San
Francisco, California, November 1967

Editor, Bulletin of American Anthropological Association, 1958 and 1959
Organiser, Section of Geography, Tenth Pacific Science Congress, Honolulu,
Hawaii, in August-September 1961

Member, US Representative, Standing Committee on Geography, Pacific Science
Association, 1961-65, and US member, Scientific Committee on Geography,
Pacific Science Congress, 1971-75

Member, Ad hoc Committee on Geography, Division of Earth Sciences, US
National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council, 1963-65
President, California Council of Geography Teachers, 1967 68
Chairr.au, Asian Studies Council of the California State Universities system,
1971-72

Regional Councillor (for the Pacific Coast) to the Association of American
Geographers„ 1971-74
Principal Publications:

i948

(Article, with J.E, Spencer), "The Hill Stations and Summer Resorts
of the Orient", Geographical Review, Vol. 38, No. 4, pp. 637-651

1950

(Book, with John F. Embree), Ethnic Groups of I.crtiiern Southeast Asia,
New Haven, Conn: Yale University Southeast Asia Studies, 175 pp.,
(included 30" x 36" map in i1 colours)

1953

(Editor, wiuh Anna M. Pikelis), International Directory of
Anthropological Institutions, New York: Wenner-Gren Foundation,
468 pp.

1955

(Editor), Current Anthropology, Chicago:

University of Chicago

Press, 377 pp.

1956

(Organiser and editor), Man's Role in Changing the Face of the Earth,
Chicago:

University of Chicago Press, 1143 pp.

1957

Land, Man, and Culture in Mainland Southeast Asia, Glen Rock,
The Author, 197 pp.

1959

Man, Time5 and Space in Southern California, a symposium supplement
to the Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Vol. 49,
No. 3, Part 2, 120 pp.

1969

(with J.E. Spencer), Cultural Geography: An Evolutionary Introduction
to our Humanized Earth., New York: John Wil^.y, 591 pp.

1971

(with J.E. Spencer), Asia, East by South, A Cultural Geography (2nd
ed.)

1973

N.J.:

New York:

John Wiley, 669 pp.

(with J.E. Spencer), Introducing Cultural Geography, New York: John
Wiley, 409 pp.

1974a

Economic Stress and Settlement Changes (Part B. Working Papers,
The Effects of Herbicides in South Vietnam, Washington, D.C.:

National Academy of Sciences - National Research Council, 61 pp.
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1974b

Paths to Asia:

Asian Studies at Universities in Australia

(Working Paper in Asian Studies) , Perth, Australians Centre
for Asian Studies, The University of Western Australia, 91 pp.
Honours and Awards:

1961

Citation for Meritorious Contribution to the field of Geography,
awarded by the Association of American Geographers at 57th

Annual Meeting, August, 1961.
Biography appears in Who's Who in America, 1958-59 et seq.; American
Men of Science (Social Sciences volume); Current Authors, vol.
41-44, 1973.
Travel and Research

in Asia:

1944-46

Twenty months military service overseas in New Guinea,
Australia, Netherlands' East Indies, and Philippines

1961-62

Field research in northwest Luzon, Philippines during
March-August 1961 and June-August 1962; attended IGU
Regional Conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in March-

April 1962 (with travel to Hong Kong ar-d Bangkok)
1970

Field research in Province cf Ilocos Norte, Philippines,

January-September 1970, with additional travel to five
major islands of the Philippines, and one week in Burma
and three weeks in Thailand.

1974

Two weeks travel in Java (Jakarta, Bogor, Yogyakarta)
and Bali, Indonesia

Married

to.

Loida Ayson Aquino (AB, Anthropology, University of California,
Berkeley, 1964), Philippine citizen; daughter of President,
Northwestern College, Laoag City, Philippines.
Children:

Two sons, ages 8 and 3.
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